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Jesus is Better than Angels | Hebrews 1:5-14
2 Truths about angels to help us listen carefully to Jesus

Last week Pastor Rob introduced our series in the book of Hebrews with the first four verses of chapter 1. In those four verses the author of Hebrews lays out the superiority of the revelation of God that comes through Jesus, the Son of God in these last days—last days meaning, the time after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus and the subsequent coming of the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2:17 when the promised Holy Spirit comes, the apostle Peter quotes Joel 2:28 which says, “And in the last days it shall be, God declares that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.”
Peter quotes that and then declares that has been fulfilled with the coming of the Holy Spirit that is witnessed in Acts 2 at Pentecost. The shift that has happened in how God has spoken to us, going from the prophets to the Son of God, is not just a logistical shift or a stylistic shift. 
· It is a purposeful, long anticipated and prophesied shift, and being on this side where we are spoken to by God through his Son is an extraordinary grace and privilege from God! 
All through Hebrews, as we will in the passage we are studying today, the author talks about something that is really good and really amazing, but because Jesus has come, things are even better! And the intended purpose of that throughout the whole book of Hebrews is to help us pay careful attention to Christ and remain firmly committed to following and obeying the Lord. 
The annual theme that we are focusing on as a church is Fixing our Hearts on Jesus. 
The sermon today is going to help us do that, but focusing in on how Jesus is Better than Angels.
Because Jesus is Better than angels, we are focusing on 2 truths about angels to help us listen carefully to Jesus.  
The passage that we are studying this morning is Hebrews 1:5-14. So please go ahead an open your Bible’s to Hebrews 1:5. We’ll begin in v.1 and even though text I’m was assigned to preach on stops at the end of chapter 1, I want to at least read the first verse of chapter 2.
Follow along with me in Hebrews 1:1...
· [emphasize v.4 and how that connects to v.5...the point of everything that follows from vv.5-14 is proving the point of v.4.]
· [emphasize the point of the author highlighting that Jesus is indeed far superior to angels is so that we’ll pay careful attention to what we’ve heard...i.e. the Bible that proclaims the who Jesus is and the good news of salvation]
So hopefully you can from a big picture see clearly what the author of Hebrews is doing.
However, even though it’s easy to see the point I think there are some challenges that need to be addressed for this text to have the Lord’s intended effect in our life.
1) If you’re like me, or you grew up in church’s like Faith or something similar the statement that Jesus is far superior to the angels is anything but surprising. It’s kind of like saying, “Cars are a far superior method of transportation than horses.” 
a. It’s true. But that statement certainly isn’t going to change my view of cars very much. 
b. So that’s one challenge...we agree with the truth that Jesus is better than angels, but that doesn’t really land on me in such a way that I am motivated to love Jesus or listen to Jesus more.
2) A second challenge might be very different. You may have come from a religious background where angels were talked about a lot. Maybe even where you were encouraged to pray angels and to different angels depending on what it is you were requesting. And perhaps in your upbringing, receiving a message, or an answer from angels was sought after and encouraged. 
a. So when we read a text like we just did that says that Jesus is far better than angels, therefore you need to pay careful attention to Jesus...i.e. listen to Jesus rather than seeking after angels...that might rub you the wrong way. Because functionally you place angels at least on par with Jesus or perhaps even above Jesus. 
3) A third challenge might be simply, you don’t know much about angels, and so you don’t care that much about them because they don’t really have any bearing on your life. 
a. So to say Jesus is better than beings that have no bearing on your life is well...not really all that great.
So in some sense, the crux of this message lands on a right view of angels. So that’s where I want to begin. Truth #1 about angels that will help us listen carefully to Jesus is: Angels occupy a highly exalted position. 
Angels occupy a highly exalted position
We can tell that’s certainly what the author of Hebrews assumes. He doesn’t argue for it, it’s a clear assumption that he has when writing this and it’s a view and belief that he believes his readers share and therefore he makes no argument. Well, I think considering we aren’t the original audience he was writing to 2,000 years ago we need a little bit of help...so what is so exalted about their position? 
Angels are non-human, created beings that dwell in the fullness of presence of God worshipping him.
Angels are creatures like us, meaning they were created. We do not know what day they were created. We are not told that. But we believe that they must have been created somewhere in the first 6 days because of passages like Genesis 1:31–2:1 (NASB 95)
31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts.
However, even though they are created like humans, God’s holy angles are perfect and have never sinned, and therefore can and do dwell in the very presence and glory of God in heaven where they worship him!
We as humans are commanded to worship God, but Scripture is clear that because of our sin and our fallen state, we cannot be in the fullness of God’s presence until God perfects us in heaven, when our mortal bodies are put aside and we are given our glorified eternal bodies. 
So while we look forward to that day, we are not able to be in the fullness of God’s presence yet. The angels are though. There are a few passages of Scriptures that peel back the curtain on angles worshipping in heaven. One of the most famous texts in the OT is Isaiah 6.
Isaiah 6:1–7 (NASB 95)
1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.”
So you’ll notice how the Seraphim—which is a certain kind of angel...There are other kinds that are mentioned in the Bible. But we are not given any great detail or clarity about what the differences are or different roles are. But you’ll notice that the Seraphim are not uncomfortable in the presence of God’s glory. They are able to be in God’s presence and be fully at peace and joyous because they are perfectly holy like God. Isaiah on the other handle is initially extremely uncomfortable due to his sin. 
We see the same sort of activity of angels in heaven in the NT.
Revelation 4:8 (NASB 95)
8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.”
Day and night...angels are in God’s presence. And these angels, the 4 living creatures never stop praising the Lord in his presence!
So angles are exalted in their position because of their holiness!
Angles also have a high position as God’s powerful warriors.
Angels are powerful warriors for God. 
We studied through Ephesians last year, and chapter 6 ends with the famous passage on the armor of God, which brings the reality of spiritual warfare front and center. Angels play a significant role in spiritual warfare, which is really, really good news for us as believers because they are fighting for God’s glory which often is helping us in fight against the “schemes of the devil...the rulers, authorities, cosmic powers over the present darkness and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” as Ephesians 6:11-12 says. 
The good news is there are powerful and there are myriads of them! You may remember this exciting scene from the OT in 2 Kings...
2 Kings 6:15–17 (NASB 95)
15 Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16 So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” And the LORD opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
Do you think that if God opened our eyes to see angles, that it might be like that? Meaning, it would be like snipe hunting, where you would go your whole life and never see one. The bible talks about the present involvement and activity angels. We should be very thankful for the power of angels to defend us even if we cannot see them, like Elisha’s servant couldn’t see. Just because he didn’t see them doesn’t mean they are not there! The same is true for us.
In the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, a couple of angles play a prominent and powerful role...when the men of Sodom were trying to attack the two angels and Lot was trying to reason with them not to this is what happened...
Genesis 19:10–13 (NASB 95)
10 But the men [angels] reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11 They [the angels] struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway. 12 Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? A son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; 13 for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to destroy it.”
Angels have the power to blind, and even the power to destroy the city. God sent the angles to destroy it!
And we read this stunning battle scene in the NT...
Revelation 12:7–8 (NASB 95)
7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.
The angels are exalted warriors in the spiritual battle against sin, Satan and his demons. Praise God they are more powerful! 
Angels are awesome, glorious messengers of God. 
They are holy, they are powerful warriors that can do things that we simply cannot do, and they are messengers of God. But we find times in Scripture where God sends angels to deliver a message and because of how glorious the angel is the hearer wants to worship the angel!
Revelation 22:8–9 (NASB 95)
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 But he said to me, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.”
Now, there is a lot more the Bible has to say about angels. We’re going to see a little bit in Hebrews this week and next week. 
But suffice it to say, if angel showed up here with a message to us because of his glory—which is still just reflected glory, like the moon reflecting the light of the sun—we’d be tempted to fall down flat on our face and worship him! 
So I hope that these past few minutes have helped you get a right view of angels, and a rightly exalted view of angels! They are impressive! 
But here’s the kicker...Jesus’ position is FAR superior to all the angels!
Jesus’ position is far superior to all the angels (vv.5-14)
Far superior to the angel Gabriel who shows up to announce John the Baptists birth, and Jesus’ birth. Far superior to the archangel Michael who leads the angelic army. Jesus is far superior to all the angels. 
The question is how do we know that? And in what ways is Jesus far superior? 
In order to prove that Jesus is far superior to angels, the author of Hebrews quotes 7 OT passages. Here is a chart that shows 
Here’s a chart showing the Old Testament (OT) verses quoted in Hebrews 1:5-14, along with their references and how they are used in context: [Include in bulletin if possible]
	Hebrews Verse
	Quoted OT Verse
	OT Reference
	Context/Meaning

	Hebrews 1:5a
	"You are My Son; today I have begotten You."
	Psalm 2:7
	Demonstrates Christ's divine sonship and unique relationship with God the Father.

	Hebrews 1:5b
	"I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son."
	2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13
	Refers to the promise to David, fulfilled ultimately in Jesus as the eternal King.

	Hebrews 1:6
	"Let all God’s angels worship Him."
	Psalm 97:7 (LXX); Deuteronomy 32:43 (LXX)
	Shows the superiority of Christ as the object of angelic worship.

	Hebrews 1:7
	"He makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire."
	Psalm 104:4
	Highlights the nature of angels as created beings who serve God.

	Hebrews 1:8-9
	"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever...Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You."
	Psalm 45:6-7
	Affirms Christ’s eternal kingship and His anointing as the Messiah.

	Hebrews 1:10-12
	"You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning..."
	Psalm 102:25-27
	Emphasizes Christ’s role as Creator and His eternal, unchanging nature.

	Hebrews 1:13
	"Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."
	Psalm 110:1
	Declares Christ’s exaltation, authority, and victory over His enemies.

	Hebrews 1:14
	No OT quote, but describes angels as ministering spirits.
	-
	Contrasts angels’ role as servants with Christ’s exalted position as Son.



You can probably quickly tell from just looking at your Bible, that the majority of the text in Hebrews 1:5-14 is actually just direct quotes from the OT. So the author’s entire support for why Jesus is far superior to angels is based on truth from the OT. 
One note before we jump into each of these. You’ll notice that when the author of Hebrews, just like many other NT authors, they do not specifically cite the book, the chapter or the verse. Chapters and verses were not added until 1200 AD. So that’s why they never cite a chapter and verse anywhere. 
But it’s also quite common to simply quote the verse without even saying, “In Psalms God said...” “Or in Deuteronomy, God said...” 
Why would they do that? 
· Well, I believe it’s because the authors expected their readers to know these passages and where they came from.
· I believe there is a clear assumption from the way the author of Hebrews that assumes the people he is writing to know their OT well! 
· Not only does he expect and assume they know their OT well, but he also assumes the absolute truthfulness of the OT, and the absolute authority of the OT as the very word of God which we will see consistently demonstrated throughout Hebrews. 
So here we are at the beginning of a New Year. I want to encourage single member of our church, whether you’re 10 years old or 90 years old, to make it your aim to know God’s Word better this year, by reading it daily. The writer of Hebrews is not writing to a congregation of seminary students and pastors. He is writing to ordinary Christians. If God in his word, through the authors of the Bible demonstrate a high expectation of their audience to know the Bible, then I think we need make that a priority. 
Personally, I do not want to stand before the Lord and have to say to the Lord, “I know that I lived during a time when I had more Bibles, in more sizes, with red letter, non-read letter, readers Bibles, commentaries to help me understand the Bible, Christian books, and all sorts of online tools, and computer tools to help me understand your Word, and I still didn’t know my Bible as well as many believers before electricity and the internet.” 
I’m hoping you don’t want to be there either. So, how do you get to a better understanding? Make a daily investment in reading God’s Word. 
Ok, let’s jump into the author’s first reason for why Jesus is superior to the angels. 
Jesus is the unique Son of God (v.5)
v.5 uses two OT quotes to make the point that Jesus is the unique Son of God.
Hebrews 1:5 (NASB 95)
5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”? And again, “I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME”?
The first quote comes from Psalm 2:7, which is a very significant Psalm about Christ. Psalm 2 points forward to Christ calling him God’s Son, and also God’s “anointed”, which is the word for Messiah. The Psalm’s context is about God who has chosen his Son as King over everything. So it’s a prophetic, enthronement Psalm about Christ. But the emphasis that is being made in Hebrews here, is that God has never told an angel, “You are my Son....”
That’s a unique, honored, special, superior position to all of the angels.
And the author quotes 2 Samuel 7:14. The context of 2 Samuel 7 is God making what we call the Davidic Covenant with David. As far as chapters in the OT, it’s one of the most significant because the Davidic Covenant is where God promises to David that...
2 Samuel 7:12–14 (NASB 95)
12 When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me...
Jesus is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, because he is the offspring of David who will establish a throne and a kingdom forever and ever. But the primary focus point of why this verse is quote, is to again show the unique relationship that Jesus has to God as a Son and God as his Father. 
· Now, you may be thinking aren’t we “son’s of God?” Doesn’t the Bible say that? 
· And the answer is yes. As believer’s we are called a son of God. But the position that Jesus has as the Son of God is unique. 
· So his Sonship is far superior to our sonship. 
So answer number #1 to why Jesus is better and far superior to all the angels is because he is the unique Son of God!
And one quick doctrinal note: The first quote of Psalm 2:7 says, “today I have begotten you.” It’s very easy to take that as a “temporal” statement, which would mean that at a point in history Jesus was created, or made. In other words, Jesus as the Son wasn’t eternally existent. 
· That is not what this passage is saying. That is heresy which other cults do believe. But the Bible is very clear the Son was not created...he is the Creator!
We see that in Hebrews 1:3...”he is the creator of all things.” And we will see that same thing in reiterated in the OT quote in Hebrews 1:10, where it is said that he, Jesus, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning. So Jesus as the Son is the creator. But his unique position as the Son means he is far, far superior to angels!
The next reason that Jesus is far superior to angels is because Jesus is worshipped by all the angels. 
Jesus is worshipped by all the angels (v.6)
Before we get to the OT quote. This OT quotation is introduced differently with a couple of key words.
Hebrews 1:6 (NASB 95)
6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM.”
This introduction to the OT quote calls Jesus the “firstborn” which is a significant word to describe Jesus in the NT.
· In Romans 8:29 Jesus is called “the firstborn of many brothers.”
· In Colossians 1:15 he is called “the firstborn of all creation.”
· In Colossians 1:18 and Revelation 1:5 he is called “the firstborn from the dead”
· And here in Hebrews 1:6 he is simply called “the firstborn”. 
So the introduction highlights Jesus’ superiority again by emphasizing the previous point that he is the unique Son of God.
But this introduction also says, “when he again brings the firstborn into the world...”
· What “world” are we talking about?
· The Greek word used for “world” here at v.6 isn’t the normal Greek word that is used to describe the created world, and it’s also different than the Greek word for “world” that was used in v.2. 
· And so it at least causes us to pause and ask why that word? What does it mean?
· Well, we get help defining this word because it’s the same word that shows up in Hebrews 2:5.
Hebrews 2:5 (NASB 95) 5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.
Here we see that the “world” being talked about is “the world to come.” 
· That would lead to a conclusion that in v.6 we are talking about the same “world” which is to come. This is the heavenly world, not our current earthly world. And we would believe that Jesus entered that, “after making purification for sins, and sitting down at the right hand of the father” which was after his resurrection and ascension into heaven. 
Now, why is this significant? 
· The emphasis on Jesus being Superior to angels, is on Jesus’ superiority because of what he has accomplished here.
· In one sense, Jesus as the Son has always been Superior to the angels. Even before his birth, death, burial and resurrection from the dead. 
· But in addition to being superior before, what Jesus accomplished through his incarnation, and his triumph over sin and evil through the cross has brought about another layer of his Superiority over the angels! 
And so the OT quote from Psalm 97:7 which follows the LXX translation, makes the point that ESPECIALLY at the enthronement of Jesus after he was ascended and sat down at the right hand of the Father they worshipped him!
· Angels have always worshipped him, but they worship him even more because of the position of honor he has inherited and received.
It’s like Philippians 2:8–10 (NASB 95)
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
It’s not that Jesus wasn’t exalted before he died on the cross. But he is further exalted because of his death and resurrection! 
We don’t have time to read it, but Revelation 5 shows the same kind of thing. The praise and worship that explodes, because Jesus is worthy to take the scroll is worship that is taken to a whole new level!
So the angels...as exalted as they are to dwell in the presence of God, they are far inferior to Jesus who is worshipped by all of them!
Jesus is served by all the angels (v.7, 14)
The next OT quote which comes from Psalm 104:4 emphasizes that Jesus is served by all the angels.
And not only do they serve him, but they all serve at his command.
Angels serve at his command (v.7, Psalm 104:4)
There is a difference between I’m going to do something of my own initiative to serve someone, and I am commanded to do something, and so I serve them by doing it. 
· Jesus has the authority, position and power to command the angels and they serve him joyfully and obediently!
Psalm 104:1–4 (NASB 95)
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 2 Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain. 3 He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot; He walks upon the wings of the wind; 4 He makes the winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers.
You’ll notice that the immediate context gives fascinating images of God using creation as clothing, and using creation as a chariot for transportation. It emphasizes both God’s grandness and the fact that all creation serves him. Then in v.4...which the way the NASB translates it, is probably not the best...the way they translate it in Hebrews 1:7 is better.
· But the point that is made in Psalm 104 and how it is used in Hebrews is that the angels serve the Lord. 
· The angels are compared to winds and flaming fire. That may be a reference to their speed and to their involvement in carrying out God’s judgments. 
· Regardless, the point is clear. The angels serve at Jesus’ command.  
Angels serve Jesus by helping us inherit salvation (v.14)
Hebrews 1:14 makes a similar point...but also brings out an important comment on the purpose of angels.
Hebrews 1:14 (NASB 95) 14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?
· They are sent out by who? By the Lord. 
· And they are sent out to serve those who will inherit salvation...
· So who do they serve? They serve us!
· We do not command the angels, but the Lord commands his angels to serve us and help us onto the complete inheritance of salvation in heaven! 
I don’t know about you, but I think that’s amazing! I’m not sure that means that we have a guardian angel that is individually assigned to us. But if you are a follower of Jesus Christ, I can promise that angels have certainly helped you on your way to heaven! And they have helped because the Lord Jesus, has commanded them to!
Jesus is also far superior to angles because he is the eternally existent Creator and prophesied Anointed/Messiah King.
Jesus is the eternally existent Creator and prophesied Anointed/Messiah King (vv.8-12)
Now I realize that was a mouthful. But there is a lot happening in the quote from Psalm 45:6-7 in vv.8-9. The quote from Psalm 102:25-27 in vv.10-12 is much simpler. 
The clear overlap between the two OT quotes is Jesus’ eternality. 
· In the quote from Psalm 45 it says, Hebrews 1:8 “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever...” And God there is referring to Jesus, which we will get to in a moment.
· In Psalm 102, his eternality and his position as the Creator are emphasized....
Psalm 102:25–27 (NASB 95)
25 “Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 26 “Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. 27 “But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end.

So, Jesus is the eternally existent Creator which makes him far superior to the angels. 
But there is more in Psalm 45:6-7 which is a really interesting text. 
Psalm 45:1 (NASB 95) 1 My heart overflows with a good theme; I address my verses to the King; My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 
· That verse gives us the context of what’s going on. The Psalm is being addressed to the King. So this is a Psalm written to the King.
What’s very interesting about this Psalm though, is that there are a lot of verses that could apply to one of the OT kings. But there are other verses that have such heightened and lofty language that it’s hard to see this being applied to anyone other than Jesus, who is God.
In the verses that are quoted in Hebrews 1:8 they say...
Psalm 45:6–7 (NASB 95)
6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 7 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of joy above Your fellows.
If you follow the pronouns carefully, you see that “God” in v.6 is applied to the person who is the “anointed” in v.7. But the person who is “anointed” is “anointed” by God.
So how can God be the anointed one and the be the God that anoints the anointed one? 
This verse is a lot like the Psalm 110:1 which we will look at in just a moment. But how can that be? 
· It’s because Jesus, the Son of God is God! And the Father, who anoints his Son, is also God!
This is the majesty and mystery of the Trinity.
We already saw in Hebrews 1:3 that the Son is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact imprint of his nature!”
So the Trinity is obviously all over this. And this really is the crux of the issue for those that are saved through faith in Christ and those that aren’t. 
· Believing that Jesus is fully God is essential to the Christian faith, and a necessary part of faith in Jesus for salvation. 
And the OT had plenty of pointers and hints to it, that were veiled at the time. But with the coming of Jesus, and seeing who he is, now through faith in Jesus, we are given the key lens to read the OT Scriptures rightly. 
· Knowing that Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT Scriptures opens our eyes to see and understand the OT Scriptures rightly!
And as the author of Hebrews does, he sees that the OT points to and prophesies the coming of the Son and the Son’s superiority to the angles! 
Jesus is the prophesied Messiah of the OT. He is the prophesied King whose throne and reign will endure forever and ever, and will be characterized by perfect righteousness and justice! These things are true of the Son, not of angels which makes Jesus far superior to the angels.
And then finally, Jesus is seated in the highest position of honor in the universe.
Jesus’ is seated in the highest position honor in the universe (v.13)
In Hebrews 1:13 the author quotes part of Psalm 110:1, which is the most often quoted verse in the whole NT and has enormous importance on Christology. 
This is the final OT quote in his string of 7 OT quotations, and grammatically and positionally is highlighted as the climatic conclusion to this section.  
Hebrews 1:13 (NASB 95) 13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET”?
The first way that he emphasizes the climactic nature of this quote, is the tense of the verb for the word “said” which translates “has he...said.” 
· That same verb is used in v.5 to introduce this section but with a different tense.
Hebrews 1:5 (NASB 95) 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say...
In English you really wouldn’t notice a difference, but in the Greek there is a difference that is more than just a style, it’s a way to draw attention.
What is easier to see in the English, is that Jesus in v.3 is said to have 
Hebrews 1:3 (NASB 95)3 ...He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Now here in v.13, we have the OT quote where the Lord says to Jesus, “Sit down at my right hand.”
· This is a clear inclusion, which is a way that ancient writers used to mark off sections of their writing. They didn’t have bolding, or italics, or even use spacing, or chapter or verses to help delineate sections. So an inclusion was a common way to do that.
The main point of quoting this part of Psalm 110:1, was to emphasize again, based on the OT scriptures, that Jesus is indeed seated at the right hand of the Father, which is the most exalted, lofty, honorable position in the universe.
· There is no promotion to be had beyond that spot! That’s the top.
Angels...they have a really high and exalted position. But Jesus, is far, far superior.
Conclusion: Now, you might ask, what am I to do with this?
Well, where it will go next is “make sure you pay attention and listen to Jesus.” And pay attention and listen doesn’t just mean read your Bible or listen to sermons. It means obey him. 
· So if you’re here and you have not obeyed Jesus by trusting in him for salvation. I would beg you to repent and trust in Jesus’ name, which is the only name given under heaven by which we can be saved. I would urge you to do that today. 
If you are already a follower of Christ, I hope that this helps you see how exalted Jesus really is. I hope that the prophecy in the OT about Jesus amazes you and you see that God really is sovereign and that his word is absolutely true. Therefore, worship Jesus and pay careful attention to his Word! 
And also, I hope you might grow in gratitude for the Lord and the angels. Thank him that he uses his angelic servants to help us. Lord knows we need it.
Let’s pray. 
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