
Introduction: The theme for our sermon series for the year is to Fix our Hearts on Jesus. We have agreed together to walk through the book of Hebrews. 
The book of Hebrews can be an intimidating to read because the author is writing primarily to Jewish believers with a deep background in the Old Testament.
There were perhaps unbelieving Jews who attracted to the Gospel message but, are riding the fence on making a full commitment to being followers of Christ.
These Jews have a deep background in the OT, primarily – the book of Leviticus. 
So when you read the book of Hebrews, the sacrificial system if alluded to in a number of places, and the author contrasts that system to Christ who is not only the fulfillment of Law and the Prophets, but is the superior once and for all sacrifice. 
Now, for us to get a better handle on this book, I want to break it up into 2 sections so that it makes sense to us, because we are Gentiles completely removed from this Jewish setting and requirements to offer certain sacrifices – that’s why we often gloss over the book, because we think it bears no relevance to us, when in fact, it does to some degree.
For instance, the main theme running through this book is holiness. So then, this book is God’s instruction for holy living. 
Now, in order to be holy you need to be made right with God. So God has provided a way for his people to be made right with him and that is through what is called Atonement. 
So, we’ve titled this sermon God’s Great Provision: The Day of Atonement
That is the Great Provision of God: to reconcile his people to himself – to make his people holy. The Great Day of Atonement symbolized the only way to approach God—through the shedding of Blood. 
Having said that, I would invite you to turn to a book that is not readily familiar to us, and that is the book of Leviticus 16:1-34. I can already  see the beads of sweat on your foreheads!
There’s a lot here, isn’t it?  Perhaps a good majority of it went over our heads because we who are Gentiles don’t live under a primarily Jewish context. 
So I’m going to do my best to give to you the big picture, lest we miss the forest for the trees – I don’t want us to miss bigger picture and get lost in the details.
It’s not that those details don’t matter – they do, but for our purposes here today I want us to see 6 realities about being reconciled to God. 

First, 
1. There is a correct way to approach God 
God has standards, does he not? We don’t come to God on our own terms – we must come to Him on his terms. 
We need to surrender our hearts to the reality of God’s Lordship over us in everything. And quite frankly, a good many people do not. Sometimes, that is us.
There is a tendency in our fallen human condition to go our own way to be reconciled to God. 
But God’s Word makes it clear in every way that…
a. There is a wrong way to approach God 
One pastor I knew said that there are bad boys of the Bible and good boys of the Bible. God allows us to see both of these so that we can learn from each. The good examples are given to us so that can see God’s patter and bad examples show us what not to follow or emulate. 
We’re going to see two bad examples who were quite literally struck dead by God. It was the high priests to twos Aaron’s two sons. 
Aaron was the older brother of Moses and the first high priest of Israel. He had four sons, two of them did not approach God correctly…
Let’s see what transpired…
Leviticus 10:1-2 “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.”
For whatever reason, God did not detail for us what they offered before the Lord. 
What is clear is that what they did offer was seen as “strange fire” or “profane.” In other words, what they offered was an offering not in keeping with what they were prescribed to give (cf. Ex. 30:9; 34-38). 
To put it simply, it was less than holy. For that, God took their lives. 
Now, you can imagine Aaron’s completely and utter shock that his own two sons were struck dead by God. 
But our Lord gives to us a reason for why he did what he did. 
Leviticus 10:3 “Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what the Lord spoke, saying, ‘By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, and before all the people I will be honored.’” So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.
The point to the end of the spear is to highlight to our hearts is that God will not at all accept what we determine what is right in our own eyes, but to surrender to the greater reality to the fact that God will not bow the knee to our demands or prescriptions. 
We surrender to his provisions in making his people holy. Let the unredeemed world subtribe to whatever whims that tickles there fancy. 
But for us who are his people and the sheep of his pasture, we come before Him knowing that God has provided only one provision to make a person holy – only one standard to approach him on his terms – one sacrifice to atone for our sins in order to make us right with him. May I introduce to you – Jesus Christ. We will speak more about him in a bit.
But understand that Aaron’s two sons had approached God in their own way, contrary to God Word. Therefore, the justice and judgment of God executed them on the spot and before the people
They had approached Him in a wrong way, in their own self-righteousness. But I want to bring to your attention that soon after the death of Aaron’s sons, God gave instructions on how to approach Him. 
b. There is a right way to approach God 
Leviticus 16:1-2 “Now the Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they had approached the presence of the Lord and died. 2 The Lord said to Moses: “Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the holy place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, or he will die; for I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat.”
Here's the big picture - even Aaron was not able to enter the Most Holy Place whenever he chose. The Most Holy Place represented God’s very presence! You just don’t decide to stroll on in whenever you choose to do so. Remember Aaron’s two sons!
Aaron, the creature, needed to understand the right way to approach His Creator. We need to get that! 
I find it so very interesting because we live in a society that encourages many ways to approach God – many ways to come to before God. 
You know, our culture provides a cafeteria of desserts to choose from. You can get anything you want in the spirit of the age. 
But the door only opens God’s way when you step into the Scriptures – Like it or lump it. 
When it comes to our being reconciled to Him, He is provided only one way to be reconciled to Him. 
Look: if Aaron, who was the first High Priest of Israel, wasn’t allowed to approach God on his own terms, who are we to think otherwise?
If anyone person who determines to come to come before the very God's presence of God and reconcile in his terms, he will be confronted by the blazing holiness of God and die apart from the shed blood of Christ. There is no other way accept His way.
This is the message God conveyed to Aaron, to us, to every person down through the ages. 
There is a wrong approach to God, the approach of self-righteousness that will lead to death. But there is a right approach to God: the acknowledging of one's utter sinfulness and the majestic holiness of God. 
This is the approach that comes to God through the shed blood of the sacrifice. A person's sins must first be removed, taken away, before he can approach God and be accepted by God. 
Now, take note of how the High Priest had to prepare himself. 
2. There must be correct preparation made by the High Priest (a foreshadow of Christ) 
a. God requires the right offering (vv.3,5-7) 
Leviticus 3, 5-7 “Aaron shall enter the Holy Place with this: with a bull as a sin offering and a ram as a burnt offering. 
5 And he shall take from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats as a sin offering, and one ram as a burnt offering. 6 Then Aaron shall offer the bull as the sin offering, which is for himself, so that he may make atonement for himself and for his household. 7 He shall then take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the doorway of the tent of meeting.”
Now, we get into a bit of the details – it may little to us, but for us the bigger picture seems more appropriate for us to pay attention to. 
b. God requires the right clothes (v. 4)
Leviticus 16:4 “He shall put on the holy linen tunic, and the linen undergarments shall be next to his body, and he shall be wrapped about the waist with the linen sash and the linen turban wound around his forehead (these are holy garments). He shall bathe his body in water and put them on. 
I remember reading this particular passage for the first time and I left scratching my head. 
And again, if we don’t live under a religious Jewish context, we are left mystified to some degree or another unless we take the time to study the purpose of God in conveying truth to his people. 
But why the prescribed dress code? 
And the reason is by virtue of the fact that High Priest standing before the people is not to be dressed in his own righteousness, but is dressed in someone else’s in order to mediate on behalf of the people of Israel. 
Do you see who this is pointing to, my friends?
If you are going to stand before God the Father, there is only One Person who can stand in your place. 
You cannot stand on behalf of yourself, Christ must stand in your place and it is His righteousness you must wear. God will not accept our righteous deeds. Now amount of good works we have done will be accepted by God. 
Pastor Paul Washer was evangelizing an unbeliever who thought he was right with God. He said to Pastor Washer that he can stand before God without Christ. 
Pastor Washer said to this man that without Christ, he cannot stand before God anymore than a person can stand before the blast of a hot furnace! 
The book of Leviticus ought to remind you and I that the great provision of God to make a person holy isn’t in what you or I have accomplished. 
The heart beat of Leviticus ought to call to mind that... 
“our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. We dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name!”
God wanted his people to understand that it is he who requires (1) the right offering – i.e. “In Christ alone my hope is found”) and (2) God requires the right clothes – that is, Christ our righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21)
But note this…
c. God requires the right sin-bearer (vv.8-10)
Leviticus 16:8-10 “Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 Then Aaron shall offer the goat on which the lot for the Lord fell, and make it a sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the lot for the scapegoat fell shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat.” 
Aaron had to go before God for the people to mediate for them. 
He had to present the scapegoat to the Lord and send it away as atonement. The scapegoats was a picture of the removal of sin as well as the fact that sinners are reconciled to God by the removal of their sins (v.10).
The High Priest is a picture of Jesus Christ. He stands before God spotless, sinless, holy and undefiled. 
His righteousness covers the sins of those who believe and he presents his people righteous before God the Father. Christ is both our High-Priest who goes before God the Father. 
The goats represented Christ in two ways: (1) Christ was the ransom paid to God the Father that set us free from sin and (2) Christ removes our sin because of his sacrifice on the Cross. 
(offer brief commentary on any of the below passages if time permits)
1 John 3:5 “You know that He appeared in order to take away sins…”
Isaiah 53:5 “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.”
He paid the penalty for our sin and he removes it as far as the east is from the west. That is the great provision of God.  
1 Corinthians 1:30 “By His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.”
2 Corinthians 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
Philippians 3:8-9 “…I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.” 
The third big picture reality of our reconciliation with God is the notion that…

3. There must be the righteous, sinless standing of the High Priest before God 
a. The High Priest had to approach God through a sin offering (v.11)
Leviticus 16:11 “Then Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin offering which is for himself and make atonement for himself and for his household, and he shall slaughter the bull of the sin offering which is for himself.”
You need to understand the precarious situation the High Priest was in: He had to approach God through a Sin Offering, otherwise he was a dead man if he didn’t. They were dead the prescribed offering was not accepted by God – they were dead.
Aaron had to be cleansed from sin before offering a sacrifice for the sins of his people. 
So I tell you, my friends –  the reason why Jesus far exceeds that of Aaron’s priesthood is because, unlike Aaron who was tainted by sin, Christ stood sinless and perfect before God the Father.
So great and perfect was Christ’s sacrifice, that it did away with entirety of the OT sacrificial system once and for all by virtue of their being fulfilled in Christ.  
So great was Christ’s sacrifice to God, that he inaugurated the New Covenant – aren’t you glad that you never have to live under the sacrificial program because Christ is the fulfillment of the OT shadow?  
b. The High Priest received God’s mercy through the shed blood of the sacrifice (v. 14)
Full pardon was given on behalf of the High Priest who procured mercy and forgiveness for His sins and the people sins. He had to secure mercy on behalf of himself and God’s people, otherwise God would give them all the justice they deserved. 
He had to dip his finger in a bowl full of bull's blood. Then he had to sprinkle it on the Atonement Cover called the Mercy Seat. 
After he did that, he sprinkled the Ark of the Covenant with blood. 
Jesus is our Mercy Seat. He could stand before God sinless and perfect, offering Himself as the substitute sacrifice for his people. And those who receive Him, receive mercy upon mercy – grace upon grace! 
Grace, grace, God's grace
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, grace, God's grace
Grace that is greater than all our sin 
No longer is God’s wrath upon the person who believes. Just unmitigated grace because God has pardoned and cleansed within because Christ is our Mercy Seat. 
So then…
4. There must be the atoning sacrifice—the covering and taking away of sin—for the people.
a. The penalty for sin was death (vv.15-16)
[Kari, please put in bold and underline the below for the PPT]
Leviticus 16:15-16 “Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 He shall make atonement for the holy place, because of the impurities of the sons of Israel and because of their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and thus he shall do for the tent of meeting which abides with them in the midst of their impurities.”
Let me summarize the above for you, lest me miss the forest for the trees – 
· The atoning sacrifice for the sins of the people had to be made.
· The ransom price had to be paid.
· The demands of God's justice upon sin had to be met.
· The execution of God's justice had to be carried out.
· The judgment of death had to be executed.
b. Only the High Priest can make atonement for the penalty of sin (vv. 17-22 )
Leviticus 16:17 “ When he goes in to make atonement in the holy place, no one shall be in the tent of meeting until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself and for his household and for all the assembly of Israel.” 
You may not see the weightiness of this passage until I tell you this story about Moses’ sister Miriam. 
In Numbers 12, Moses’ sister Miriam led a rebellion against her younger brother Moses. She was able to get Aaron in on the rebellion. 
The rebellion centered around Moses’ new wife – his previous wife Zipporah, at some point, she had passed away and Moses remarried. But he had married a woman of Cushite descent and Miriam didn’t like this at all.
So she began to question Moses’ authority as leader over Israel, to the point of rebellion saying, “Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" 
In other words, ‘we don’t need an advocate to speak on behalf of us!’ In affect, Miriam was arguing to be her own advocate. 
So God sees what was happened and here’s what transpired – 

[Kari, please underline and bold the below for the PPT]
Numbers 12:4-8 “Suddenly the Lord said to Moses and Aaron and to Miriam, “You three come out to the tent of meeting.” So the three of them came out. 5 Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the doorway of the tent, and He called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both come forward, 6 He said, “Hear now My words:
If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, shall make Myself known to him in a vision.
I shall speak with him in a dream.7 “Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, Even openly, and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?”
As a result, God struck her with leprosy and Moses had to advocate on behalf of her in order to receive grace, grace, God’s grace	- grace that will pardon and cleanse within. 
And ultimately she received it. 
Aaron, who is installed as the High Priest of Israel. No person was allowed to be any place in the Tabernacle from the time the High Priest went in to make atonement until he came out, having made atonement. 
Many people leave this world thinking they can stand before God alone. To their horror they will realize that upon death Christ will not be standing for them, but against them – he will not be their Advocate because they didn’t call to Him to be their Mediator – to be their Advocate.
Never allow yourself so foolishly to even suggest that you alone can placate God’s wrath – s as if you could go to heaven on your own terms. You forget the Person who holds the keys! 
Standing before God without Christ our advocating is an eternal death sentence. CS Lewis said that the doors of hell are locked on the inside! 
“Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
in my place condemned he stood,
sealed my pardon with his blood:
Hallelujah, what a Savior!”
[Kari, please bold and underline the below passage]
Isaiah 53:6 “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;
But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 

5. There must be an acknowledgment that cleansing and sacrifice are required to be reconciled to  God
Leviticus 16:23-24 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and take off the linen garments which he put on when he went into the holy place, and shall leave them there. 24 He shall bathe his body with water in a holy place and put on his clothes, and come forth and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for the people.”
Again, the big picture is simply that, Aaron The High Priest and the people acknowledged their need for cleansing and sacrifice. That is to say.
a. Recognize your need for cleansing from sin
b. By confessing your sins 
6. There was a permanent observance of the Day of Atonement (vv. 29-34).
The people of Israel had to celebrate this Day until it would ultimately be replaced by the only One who could fulfill all righteousness. 
This permanent and perfect sacrifice for sin is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the only one who can procure Atonement for his people – there is salvation in no other. 
And the person who falls at the foot of the cross and cries out Jesus is Lord, will have his sins removed, taken away, and reconciled to God. 
Ephesians 1:7 “ In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace”
“Guilty, helpless, lost were we;
blameless Lamb of God was he,
sacrificed to set us free:
Hallelujah, what a Savior!”
Let’s pray
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