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Good to see you again, Faith Church.  

This year, we want to emphasize our annual theme of Prioritizing the Gospel through the book of Galatians. We will be walking through the book in the weeks to come. 

But in the meantime, we want to walk through some of the attributes of Yahweh. 

Having said that, I confess, it is difficult to know how to frame an expositional sermon around the topic of the attributes of God, namingly his love. 

It’s either a verse-by-verse explanation of a particular passage of the bible, or it’s topical message that deals particularly with a given subject. 

I would say that this is a bit of both. It’s topical because we are dealing primarily on the topic of God’s attributes, Yet, it’s also expositional because we will inevitably hone in on a passage of Scripture to look at it verse-by-verse.

That’s what I am going to try to do today – I’m not sure how successful I will be, but I’m going to give it a try, ok? 

So here goes nothing! 

Last week, we had the opportunity to hear Pastor Rod highlight to your heart and to mine one of the attributes of God, particularly God’s holiness. 

Perhaps you may recall some of the things Pastor Rod referred to when it comes God’s holiness. 

For example, he said that when it comes to God’s holiness, it can be described as his 
“Holiness can be described as his inherent and absolute greatness in which he is perfectly distinct above everything outside of himself.” – Pastor Rod Hutton
He went on to say that 
“God’s power is  not even on our scale…He is infinitely powerful in comparison to anything else” – Rod Hutton
Pastor Rod concluded by saying that “when Scripture says that God’ thoughts are not your thoughts, his ways not your ways…[it] is because his holy wisdom is infinitely wise in comparison to any other wisdom” So then his “Holiness is infinitely above and beyond us in every way.”
So when we read about the attributes of God, I don’t want you to leave with the impression that God is part this attribute and part that attributes –  as though he were a cosmic Frankenstein composed of different parts. 
No – we want you to leave with the understanding that God is the sum of his attributes! 
When we understand the attributes of God, we are reading about the very character of God himself. 
So…
· When we say God is just, it is because that is who he is. 
· When we say God is omniscient or knows all things, it is because that is who he is. 
· When we say God is omnipotent or all powerful, it is because that is who he is.
· When we say God is holy, it is because that is who he is. 
It is just who God is, - because that’s his character. 
Walter Chalmers Smith was a minister and poet of the Free Church of Scotland. And as he read through the pages of Scripture, he was so stirred by the character of God, as seen through his attributes, that he would write of his experience. 
Here’s what he has written –  
“Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible, hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.” 
Christian, when you and I come face to face with God, we are left with the stark reality that he is absolutely and completely and totally other than us! 
But not only is God holy, but he is also a God of love. That’s who is he is. 
And that is what we will be looking at today. 
But in order to get there, I need some framework before we get to our exposition and application to our hearts for today. 
And I believe that starts with a working definition of this attribute. Let’s begin by saying this
I. God is Love
When we say that God is love, we are saying that…
a. God’s love is self-giving. 
“God’s love means that [He] eternally gives of himself to others” (MacArthur, “Biblical Doctrine”; Grudem “Systematic Theology, 237
John 14:31 “but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.”
1 John 4:10 “10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
God’s love finds its expression in that…
II. Only Christians can imitate God’s Love

a. By Loving One Another
1 John 4:7 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”
b. Loving one another proves that we are born of God and know God (v.7-8)
1 John 4:8 “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”
III. Loving one another proves that we see God's love 
a. God's love is seen in one supreme act: He sent His Son (v.9)
1 John 4:9 “By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.” 
b. God's way of saving man (v.10)
1 John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”



IV. The conclusion
a. We should, therefore, love one another (v.11)
1 John 4:11 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”
b. Loving one another proves that God's Spirit is within us (v.12-13)
1 John 4:12-13 “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.”

