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Jesus is Better
January 12, 2025

Say it in a sentence: Jesus is better because God spoke to the church through the person and work of his exalted son Jesus.
 
We are exposed to a lot of voices about many topics. 
· Our coworkers espouse their opinions about current events.
· Reporters share their opinions about who will win the next playoff game, or what will happen after the newly elected officials take office, or the next step in the Russia-Ukraine war.
· Our universities and schools teach their worldview as they educate our children.
· People, us, have opinions which we share in private conversation.
· Social media is flooded with people who have opinions about whatever subject you want to study.

Sometimes having all these opinions is helpful. 
· I thought I was having a problem with a hard-wired smoke detector. I checked YouTube for how to disconnect the detector and change the batteries on the battery backup. It was exceedingly helpful. 
· It is too bad the problem was actually the Carbon Monoxide monitor that was 6 feet below the smoke detector. I didn’t need a YouTube video for that because it was just plugged into the wall … but hey, I was thankful for the YouTube video that I didn’t need. 

On a more serious note, we live in a noisy world. All those voices and opinions are not of equal value. We must decide who we will listen to and about what topics. 

With that in mind, please turn to Hebrews 1:1. This year our annual theme is Fixing Our Hearts on Jesus. 

Before I read the text, I want to share a few important facts about Hebrews.
1. Hebrews does not name an author or reader. 
2. Hebrews is written like a sermon. It may have been a long single “sermon” or a collection of sermons, but the point is that we need to read this letter the way we listen to sermons. We should …
a. Expect truth followed by application. The author cares what we do with the truth.
b. Expect a commanding tone. The author is exhorting. He called in a word of exhortation in 13:22.
3. Hebrews is written “to encourage a group of discouraged believers drifting from real Christianity by bolstering their commitment to draw near to God and to endure in commitment to Christ.” (Guthrie, Hebrews in The NIV Application Commentary, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998; 22) 

Why were they discouraged and drifting?

Hebrews 10 shares some possible insight.
Hebrews 10:32-34 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 

When I read these words, I wonder what their lived experience would have been like. The lost their homes and property for their faith. They endured. Now it appears the pressure is on again. 
· It has resulted in not gathering together according to 10:25. Maybe it was risky.
· In Hebrews 12 we are told … 

Hebrews 12:4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin

There is a lot of room between enjoying an easy life and dying for your faith. It appears the suffering of God’s people was real and intense; they were resisting. They needed encouragement and hope lest they compromise and give up the gospel itself.
· Maybe the current suffering and persecution is why neither the author nor recipients are named.

It appears from hints in the letter that persecution of some kind was encouraging Christians to adopt some form of Judaism.  
· This was an exchange of the new covenant for the replaced old one; a resurrected and exalted messiah in exchange for a promised messiah. 
· The compromise was HUGE. It would involve denying the significance of Jesus.

While Jew & Roman relations had their tensions, Judaism was a recognized religion a couple hundred years before Christ because the Jews help in Roman battles with the Persians. Christianity did not enjoy protection until Constantine (around 311AD).  

Considering that context, please follow along as I read Hebrews 1:1-4. This is the Word of the Lord. The title of our message is Jesus is Better. 
· That is the primary theme of Hebrews and we will see that Jesus is better than some really amazing things.

I would like us to consider seven truths demonstrating why Jesus is better. I realize some of you might be concerned about a seven point sermon, but how can you cover Jesus is the better (like the best, or totally awesome) in three points and poem? Here is #1…

I. He is the climax of diving communication (vv. 1-2a)

Hebrews 1:1-2a God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son

Right away the Lord gives us a contrast between the “old way” and the “new way.”  
· This old way/new way pattern runs through the entire book of Hebrews.  In fact, every section includes something old and something new. 
· These comparisons between old and new only have real force if we understand the old.
· When we look at the comparisons we will study the old through positive lenses … not negative ones.
· It is always possible for us to look at the OT text and think about how they misunderstood, rejected exhortation, or killed God’s messengers. Those things are true.
· But it is also true, there some of God’s people believed what he told them and followed faithfully. When we think about the old in Hebrews, we will look positively. What was it like for the OT believer to obey God by faith?

This time the old = God spoke to his people (our forefathers) in many portions and many ways. It may be that it illustrates not only the various ways God spoke, but that they each were like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle without the box.
· God spoke directly to Moses as a man speaks to his friend, he gave the prophets words so that the prophets’ words matched God’s words, he revealed his will through things like casting lots or fleeces, and even performed direct miracles like the plagues on Egypt.
· Every one of them is cool and amazing.
· God was giving people exactly what he wanted to reveal about himself, about them, and about his plan.
· God did so over a period of 1,500 years. Each revelation was like a new puzzle piece.

Each of them are important. The OT explains God’s revelation. NT authors often assume our knowledge of the OT. It is not like the OT revelation is bad or wrong. It is incomplete. 
· It was hard to put the pieces together. Imagine me taking a 1,000 piece puzzle and providing pieces over 1500 years a few at time in random locations. It would be hard to do the puzzle.
· What puts it all together?

The New = spoke to us in his son
· When God spoke through Jesus, he gave us the box and missing pieces. 
· About 10 years ago, Tim Keller was speaking at the Gospel Coalition and a 3 minute clip became popular. He asks and answers the question, “What is the Bible really about?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2jJ7ypeBo8

We do not read Jesus into every OT passage, instead we ask how the Old Testament points forward to Jesus. How does human inadequacy get solved in Jesus? 
· If Jesus is God’s final word, then Jesus ties up all the loose ends.
· That is why we believe the Bible is closed without further need for the loose ends to be tied up.
· That is why on the road to Emmaus the Bible can say that beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning him in all the Scriptures.

Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection, ascension to heaven and promised return was the beginning of the end – the start of the last days. Jesus is the one that brings the plan together and don’t you love it when a plan comes together? Jesus is better because he is the climax of divine communication. Jesus is better because … 

II. He is the Heir of all things (v. 2b)

Hebrews 1:2b whom He appointed heir of all things

Speaking of the coming Messiah David wrote in Psalm 2:8 ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession

Jesus’ status is unique. He owns it all. That is why Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus is better. That is a crucial message to a group of believers struggling with the challenges of living a Christian life amid hardship.
· We need reassurance that it is worth the challenges.
· They needed and we currently need our hearts fixed on Jesus to see past whatever difficulties we face to the purposes he has for us.

When he says Jesus is heir of all things, it reminds us that our allegiance is in the right person. Negatively, we could say that giving up Jesus results in greater future hardship. 

Philippians 2:9-11 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

That is why our message is so important. We are proclaiming that Jesus is the climax of divine communication and he is the heir of all things. That is why everyone needs a saving relationship with Jesus. He owns it all and judges according to his own standard.
· He made clear that when we exercise faith in the D/B/R of Jesus and admit we need rescued due to our sin, that he chooses to make us his own. In fact, we are his inheritance.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light

I still find it downright shocking that he would want me as part of his inheritance because I feel like I am that 27 piece tea set that is worth $3 but takes up 100 square feet of space. The kind you discard at Goodwill. 
· I encourage you to ensure that you know Christ as your personal Lord and savior. If not, please speak with one of the pastors or a trusted friend. We would be happy to answer your questions from Scripture.

III. God used Jesus to make the world (v. 2c)

Hebrews 1:2c through whom also He made the world

Hebrews begins with a rich theology. We need that. 
· The status of the church in America is not overly positive. Evangelicals have fared far better than the mainline denominations. I think at the heart of that difference is theology. 
· Easy believism is not fun anymore. It is not equally cool to go to church.

We are not running that kind of ministry. We are a Bible believing, gospel preaching ministry. We stand on the sufficiency of the Word and the challenging to understand theological truths it teaches. We believe that Jesus created the world.

Colossians 1:15-17 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
We will discuss this more later, but not only do we believe that Jesus is creator, but also sustainer. This truth is mind numbing. Have you ever had a moment where you had so many different things happening that you did not seem to be able to keep up? 
· You are trying to spin plates and add plates. Then you get too many and plates start crashing.
· I tease (while also being serious) that I organize my life on a ¼ size legal pad. I tried the full grown-up size and it was a total disaster. If my tasks cannot fit on a ¼ size piece of paper than stuff will start breaking.

Imagine Jesus holding all things together through the word of his power. Wow. 
· He can help you heal a relationship with your child, provide a job for someone else, convict a person of sin, comfort one of his children who was diagnosed with terminal cancer, and he can and he can and he can!

Jesus is better because he is the climax of divine communication, he is the heir of all things, he made the world. Number 4 … 

IV. Christ shares the same essence as the Father (1:3a)

Hebrews 1:3a And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature

This is deep theology. This is a statement on the trinity. The trinity means God is one essence in three co-equal, co-eternal persons.
· We do not believe that God shows up as Father in some settings, son in others, and Holy Spirit in still others. This eliminates the three persons.
· Nor do we believe in three separate gods: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

While we cannot wrap our mind around it all, we believe that the Bible teaches that Jesus shares the same essence with the Father. He is the exact representation of his nature and the radiance of his glory. At the exact same time, he is the second person of the trinity.
	
Jesus is fully God and fully man. Our savior is not simply a better version of us. He is divine; the second person of the trinity. 
· This was a necessary requirement for him to be the climatic expression of divine communication. 
· How can God’s revelation about who he is be properly expressed in a mere human?

Saying that he has the same essence and is the radiance of his glory is the reason Jesus could say, “if you have seen me, then you have seen the Father” or “I and the Father are one.” 
· That is why people threatened to stone Jesus. They knew exactly what he was saying. These claims were divine. 
· That is why Jesus can bring all the loose ends of OT revelation together.

Mark begins his gospel in an interesting way … 
Mark 1:1-3 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will prepare Your way; 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight.’ ”

When you start dissecting who all the Is, mys, yous, and yours refer to, you realize that Mark is saying that Jesus is Yahweh (the covenant making and keeping name for God) in the OT. Hebrews will spend 10 chapters saying Jesus is better than [and then tell us something awesome]. That is built on the foundation of the trinity. That is another reason why Jesus is better. Reason #5

V. Jesus Upholds all things by the Word of His power (1:3b)

Hebrews 1:3b and upholds all things by the word of His power

This might be something more than just keeping all the plates spinning at the same time. 
· I remember hearing as a teenager statements like, “the safest place to be is in the center of God’s will”, and thinking about significance of that person’s faith because it was not normally in a place I would have considered safe.

When Jesus walked the earth, there were times the crowd or the leaders wanted to kill him. Once they were going to throw him off a cliff and he walked through the crowd. Other times we are told that Jesus’ hour had not yet come.
· Until that hour came, until the moment he was ready to give his life, no one could take it.

These ideas might be explained by this little statement in Hebrews. Jesus upholding all things by the Word of his power might not suggest only a sustaining force. 
· Like the world will not be hit by a meteor until Jesus allows it.

At least some commentators suggest that our word “uphold” might be too narrow. The word can mean to bear, but it can also mean to carry. 
· It is not just that Jesus sustains the world by his powerful word, but that he carries it to his will. 
· That would describe an active work of Jesus and explain why we read things like “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not stand against it.” 
· Jesus’ powerful word brings about his will and simply cannot be opposed. 

If that is so, then that means you and I can trust him. We do not need to isolate ourselves from every calamity known to man. We can serve him with joy and follow him each step of the way knowing that he is bringing about his will by his powerful word.
· If that means I remain in a place I feel comfortable --- great.
· If that means that the Lord is moving me out of my comfort zone --- that is great too.
· What is most important is that our heart is fixed on Jesus so that we are faithfully serving him as he desires.

Hebrews begins with such a powerful introduction screaming at us that Jesus is better. Point #6. 

VI. Christ is in the position of honor after finishing the work of purification of sin (1:3c)

Hebrews 1:3c When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high

Purification terminology is relatively rare in the Bible. 
· It seems like a clear allusion to the day of atonement in Leviticus 16. At that time, the person who believed God’s word and wanted to honor him participated in the sacrifices and offerings. When God gave his climatic communication through his son, he included a trip to the cross. 

Jesus was creator, sustainer, mover, and savior. The scope of Jesus’ work is hard to comprehend. Yet, this is a centerpiece of the theology of Jesus in Hebrews.
· He came to purify his people from their sin. Later we will learn that Jesus replaces the entire sacrificial system, that he entered the heavenly holy of holies, & brought his own blood.
· By doing this, he accomplished what no one else could. 
· His forgiveness is permanent, he removed the barrier between God and his people and that means we are free to enter his presence.

If Christ is your savior; you are already forgiven. You asking for forgiveness of your current disobedience is built on the foundation of your overall status with God --- forgiven.
· If Christ is your savior; you are in his presence awaiting the day that you will see him face to face.
· Mrs. Goode, Pastor Goode’s wife, who was a widow for the last 28 years went home to be with the Lord. Her later years were spent in God’s presence as she faithfully prayed for us. 
· Now she is enjoying his presence free from the challenges of her weak body.

How do we know that Jesus offering himself satisfied God’s wrath? How do we know that his promised benefits are ours? 

He sat down in majesty enthroned at the right hand of God. His work was finished. His sacrifice was fully accepted by the Father. It alludes to a passage quoted several times in Hebrews.

Psalm 110:1 The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 

Jesus is granted unique honor and authority. All of us are tempted to make Jesus less important in our lives than what he deserves. For the original audience, the ones feeling the pressure to either not gather as believers or hide behind Judaism, there was a clear message.
· How can you give up or even minimize Jesus in your hearts?
· Everything else goes before our hearts’ allegiance to him for only he could make the purification of sins in heaven. Only he can be the ultimate mediator between God and man. 
· Only Jesus can remove the barriers and give us free access to the Father.

He was sitting because the work was done. Later we will see more clearly the contrast between Jesus’ finished work and the continual work of the OT priests. For example … 

Hebrews 10:11-14 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

Jesus is better because he is the (1) climax of divine communication, (2) the heir of all things, (3) the creator of the world, (4) the same essence as the Father, (5) the sustainer of the world, (6) the one seated at the right hand after making purification of sin and …

VII. Jesus has a more excellent name (1:4)

Hebrews 1:4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they

The name Jesus means Yahweh saves or Yahweh is my salvation. As we make our way through Hebrews we will see that Jesus is better than really awesome and amazing things.
· Like angels … we are glad for heavenly beings caring for us, engaging in spiritual battles that we cannot see with our eyes, and working as God directs. As awesome as they are, Jesus is better.
· Like Moses … the meekest man to ever live. His life story is amazing. Yet, Jesus is better.

Setting our hearts on Jesus is not a gracious act on our part; it is exactly what he deserves. 

Hebrews starts off with a powerful statement about the supremacy of Jesus. He truly is better. The Lord wanted this portion of his Word full of theology. 

The main message of Hebrews is easy to understand.
· Hurting, discouraged, and challenged believers needed to know that Jesus is better than everything. Thus, he is worth whatever they must endure.
· The opening verses establish the old versus new pattern used throughout. 
· The opening establishes the greatest and supremacy of Jesus.

The details are often complicated. Maybe this year you would benefit from reading about Jesus in Scripture and in a book about Scripture. Understanding his incarnation, relationship to the other persons of the Godhead, sacrifice, and present work will help you appreciate Jesus more.

That is why we fix our hearts on him. I want to ask one parting question this morning.
· Are there any areas in your life that you are holding back from Jesus? 
· He can have this and this and this, but that. That is off limits.
· I hope you will evaluate your heart and determine if that exists for you. 
· Maybe a dream that does not appear consistent with God’s goals for you.
· Maybe a sin area that you are convicted about but you still want to hang on to it.
· Maybe some bitterness for the unjust ways you believe others treated you.

If Jesus is really better … like the best … then our whole heart must be his. 
· If you are doing great, praise him for his work in your life. 
· If you are still holding a portion of your heart back. You want control and freedom, then I encourage you to repent and fix your heart on him.

Pray

Jesus is better because he is the (1) climax of divine communication, (2) the heir of all things, (3) the creator of the world, (4) the same essence as the Father, (5) the sustainer of the world, (6) the one seated at the right hand after making purification of sin and (7) has a more excellent name.



