Attributes of God: Holiness.  Isaiah 6:1-7  Faith North 1.11.26

Just to get our minds started and thinking – 
· [Picture Sunset]
· I want you to think about the most beautiful sunrise or the most vibrant sunset that you have ever seen.
· [Picture Northern Lights]
· Or maybe even more than seeing the stars in the nights sky, but you were in a aplce to see the aurora borealis…
· [picture Grand Canyon]
· Or maybe you are simply sitting at the edge of the grand canyon, and it goes far beyond the horizon, it goes on and on
· As beautiful as these scenes are…as wonderous as they seem…
· Though you may want to just sit and look and never take your eyes off these scenes…
· They all have something in common…
· All of them were created by someone even greater that they are
· All of them leave us wanting to see something even greater…
· And one day we will.
· But for now, one that that we can focus on, is that we can begin to see the Creator, the one who has placed the stars in the sky and holds back the seas that they would go no further…
· You might be asking – why have I started there today…
· Stick around and we will see something even more glorious today…
· 
· This year as we step out with our annual theme of Prioritizing the Gospel, We will spend several months walking through the letter to the Galatians verse by verse…
· But before we do…
· We have an opportunity to rest in the glory of the One who brings the good news.
· Think about our memory Verse for this month…
· Let’s go ahead and read it together to help all of us who are working on memorizing…
Rom 1:16-17  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”
· At the heart of the gospel is God Himself, for it is the power of God for salvation
· So I believe that it is only appropriate that to start our year in prioritizing the gospel. That it would be right and good for us to seek to know God better.
· When we begin to study God himself,
· When we begin by looking at Theology proper
· As we seek to describe God, we generally describe the attributes of God
· Another way we might describe Him is by describing the perfections of God.
· Among the many perfections of God, we might describe His
· Infinite and Eternal natures
· Or we might discuss his immensity and omnipresence meaning that he transcends all limitations of time and space, he fills all space and is present with every point of space in his entire being.
· Then there is his immutable or unchanging nature.
· No matter how much we speak of his goodness, faithfulness, wisdom, grace, mercy and righteousness, we could never overstate His perfection
· On my ordination counsel, I was asked the question, which of God’s attributes is the most important…
· The answer is  - all of them, because to lessen any of his attributes by making one greater than another would be to lessen God.
· But I followed up and answered that I believe one of His perfection helps me to better understand all of the others…
· And it is His attribute that is most closely associated with His name….
· That God is Holy…
Holiness (Title Slide)
· Today I would like to take you through the Scriptures so that we might experience the power of the Gospel because God is Holy.
· Please open with me to the Book of Isaiah, specifically chapter 6
· Isaiah had been called as a prophet of God during the reigns of kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah
· The people of Israel had turned away from their God and he would send Isaiah in order to call them to repentance with warnings of what was to come for the disobedient nation
· In declaring the coming exile for the nation, we can see the heart of our God and His care for His children.
· In Isaiah 6, the Word records the vision of Isaiah prior to the Lord Commissioning Isaiah to go to the people with God’s message.
· Please read with me…
· [Read Isaiah 6:1-7]
· With Isaiah’s vision in mind, I would like us to see God’s holiness as a means for us to better understand the gospel so that we might prioritize it in our lives…
A first truth about God that we see in today’s passage is that
I. God Alone is Holy 
· The call of the seraphim  - Holy, Holy Holy is echoed throughout time and will continue to the end.  A similar scene is described in Revelation 4 that those surrounding the throne continue to cry out saying
· Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, who is, and who is to come.
· Though God is perfect in all of his attributes, Stephen Charnock, a 17th century Puritan says…
· A chief emphasis is placed upon this perfection of God: God is oftener styled Holy than almighty, and set forth by this part of His dignity more than by any other. This is more fixed on as an epithet to His name than any other. You never find it expressed ‘His mighty name’ or ‘His wise name,’ but His great name, and most of all, His holy name. This is the greatest title of honour; in this latter doth the majesty and venerableness of His name appear
· But rather that just thinking of it in old elnglish…I want us to understand
a. What is Holiness? 
· The way that we may tend to use the word in our conversations, describing another person as a Holy Roller or as holier than thou, there is a heavy emphasis on the moral nature of the person being described.
· But when we consider Holiness in the Bible, I want us to see that the description has a far greater and broader meaning beyond moral goodness.
· God’s Holiness describes that he is unique and unlike any other.
· For example - There is no one else who has created everything from nothing
· Try as you might – it has never happened apart from God’s creation of the Universe.
· Holiness can be described as his inherent and absolute greatness in which he is perfectly distinct above everything outside of himself.
· The word holy, or quadosh in Hebrew, is defined as to be separate
· But we are not talking about being just a little separate, that there is a gap between us and God
· God’s holiness is that he is infinitely above and beyond us in every way
· Consider some of God’s other perfections, his other attributes
· We speak of God as powerful, as wise and as loving…
· But if we simply think of God’s power or wisdom as being the top of the scale and we are just somewhere lower on the same scale…
· We do not understand holiness
· To accurately describe God’s Power, whould be to describe Him with Holy power…His power is not even on our scale…He is infinitely powerful in comparison to anything else
· Or God’s wisdom
· When Scripture says that God’ thoughts are not your thoughts, his ways not your ways
· That is because of his holy wisdom that is infinitely wise in comparison to any other wisdom
· So Holiness is to describe God as separate from all of His creation, infinity above and beyond us in every way.
· The people of Isreal declared in song – 
· Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?  Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome on glorious deeds, doing wonders
· Those who know God all agree that
b. God is declared uniquely Holy 
· We saw this in today’s passage
Isa 6:3 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts,
The [a]whole earth is full of His glory.”
· Where anything in scripture is described as Holy, these are the people, places and objects that have been specifically set aside for the purpose of serving and honoring God
· While the only person honored as Holy, in describing them as separate and above all else, is God Himself. 
· We see this echo in the praises of Psalm 99
(please break the slides after v3 and v5)

Psalm 99 - The LORD reigns, let the peoples tremble;
He [a]is enthroned above the cherubim, let the earth shake!
2 The LORD [b]is great in Zion,
And He is exalted above all the peoples.
3 Let them praise Your great and awesome name;
Holy is [c]He.


4 The [d]strength of the King loves [e]justice;
You have established [f]equity;
You have executed [g]justice and righteousness in Jacob.
5 [h]Exalt the LORD our God
And worship at His footstool;
Holy is He.


6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests,
And Samuel was among those who called on His name;
They called upon the LORD and He answered them.
7 He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
They kept His testimonies
And the statute that He gave them.
8 O LORD our God, You answered them;
You were a forgiving God to them,
And yet an avenger of their evil deeds.
9 Exalt the LORD our God
And worship at His holy hill,
For holy is the LORD our God.

· Then when we consider how and where we can see God’s holiness, 
· We see it manifested in His works
· Psalm 145 says "The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works"
· Nothing but that which is excellent can come from Him
· God cannot act in ways that would be less than Holy
· In the creation narrative – When God finished, he called his work “very good” and he declared the Sabbath day Holy
· He could not have said it is very good if there was anything imperfect of unholy amongst His creation
· We see his holiness manifested in His law…
· The law forbids all sin, in any form to include the intent of the mind or thoughts of the heart.
· When Paul describes the law he uses the phrase the commandment is holy, and just, and good (Rom 7:12)
· While the psalmist says "the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether”
· The greatest demonstration of God’s holiness was demonstrated at the cross.
· I will come back to the cross later as this is critical to how holiness impacts the gospel
· To bring all of this together, we can see God’s Holiness as the true that he is infinitely above all.
· To see God as anything less than Holy is not to comprehend God
· His holiness is without limit and it originates within Him.
· Some would describe it as saying that God’s holiness is his beauty
· But even more than that in God’s perfections, it means that God must be separate and apart from that which is unholy.
c. To be Holy is to be set apart
· That also means that anything that is unholy and imperfect cannot even approach God.
· One illustration of this has been suggested to think of God’s holiness like the sun
· Even to directly view the sun can be damaging, but because of the intense heat of the sun, if anything approaches the sun too close it is burnt up even before it reaches the sun itself…
· Even though God is holy and set apart, His heart is and always has held the desire to be with his children, his creation
· God walked with Adam and Eve in the garden, until they disobeyed and sinned again a Holy God and He had to send out of the garden.
· When God called to Moses from the burning bush, he called him to remove his sandals for God’s presence made that place holy ground.
· God’s desire to be with Isreal is evident the wilderness wanderings as God gave Moses the directions to build the tabernacle and the ark of the covenant so that they would have a meeting place, 
· but recall that to approach God required the ritual purity and specific actions to cleans a person of their impurity, to seek God and be forgiven of their unholiness.
· In the Levitical laws, we would find the multitude of things that would bring about impurity or uncleanness, or simply the many things that would cause a person to be unholy…
· This included any ways in which a person came into contact with death, like touching diseases skin or dead bodies etc. 
· Notice that these things were not in and of themselves sinful, but god gave his people clear instructions to know when they were impure, unholy so that they could approach god and make offerings to Him
· For now, the point I want you to take from the laws of ritual purity is to see what happened when the clean touched the unclean
· For example, when the priest who had taken all of the actions to purify himself afterwards comes in contact with a dead animal, the impurity, the uncleanness of the dead animal was passed on to priest.
· Another picture might be the healthy man who comes in contact with the leper…no matter how brief the physical contact, the unclean nature of the leper is passed to the other man and he is than sent out separated from the others in his community until such time as it can be proven that he is not unclean, he is not leprous…
· So when the clean contacts the unclean – both become unclean.
· Then this brings us to a second truth that we find in Isaiah’s vision of the throne room of God, and it is not such good news for us, because
II. Man is not Holy 
· In the presence of God and seeing the Holiness of God, Isaiah cried out

Isa 6:5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”
· For Isaiah, it seems as if God’s holiness, his glory are pressing in upon him from every side, that He is about to be crushed by the weight of His divine glory.
· With no power to resist – he cried out Woe to me
· Because he is in the throne room in the presence of our Holy God
· This is unlike any other meeting in this world.
· If you are in a room meeting with the most amazing person or the most powerful person you can think of…when you enter that room, you may feel the awe of being in their presence
· And then you look around the room at the others who are with you, people that you know, you know their faults and shortcomings
· As you stand in that meeting – you might think, I am not worthy, I can’t be them, but I think that I am atleast better than the others around me…No cry of Woe is me…
· Isaiah when he finds himself in the presence of our Holy God does not compare himself to others…
· He had reason to do so…
· In Isaiah 5 he has just called out a series of woes upon the people of Isreal, because he saw how they called evil good and good evil, he saw their pride, that they were wise in their own eye and that they chased after their drinks…
· But Isaiah did not compare himself to others.
· In the presence of our Holy God – Woe to me for I am a man of unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips.
· Isaiah’s concern came simply from knowing who he was in relation to God and knowing the beaty and perfection of God’s holiness, 
· He knew that 
a. Unholiness brings destruction in the presence of the Lord
· The phrase that I am ruined, literally means that I am destroyed.  Tim Chester says describes it as I am disintegrating “It’s as if the very molecules of Isaiahs body are dissolving or are about to crumble to the ground.
· Think about the scene in Indiana Jones when the Ark of the Covenant is opened and Indy tells Marion, Shut your eyes, no matter what happens, don’t look at it.  When God recloses the ark, everyone of the nazi’s is literally gone.  I am not sure Steven Spielberg got that scene accurate, but the outcome for those who tried to approach God was the same
· Woe to me, for I am ruined
· Isaiah’s next words also helps us to better understand…
· If he had just said My eyes have seen the king, the Lord of Hosts, we would not know what it was that would destroy Isaiah
· But he tells us…
· I am a man of unclean lips
· Chester says…
· Isaiah was a good man, one of the best. He did many good things. But sin has infected the very fibre of our beings.  Our probklems is not so much that we do sinful acts, but that we are sinners. You can’t remedy sin by just trying harder or turning over a new leaf. That’s like treating gangrene by putting on makeup.  If you think that you are basically ok, you/ve not graped the teriifying holiness and majesty of God.  You will only get a true view of yourself when you get a true view of God.
· Isaiah recognized the truth about himself not just here at the start of his calling, but understood that his ministry as a prophet, as a man of god did not change his position with God
· In Isaiah 64: He says All of us have like one who is unclean
· In otyer words, what Isaiah understood as he stood in the presence of God’s holiness is truwe of us all
· all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.
· None of us will have the same experience as Isaiah in the throne room until He finally calls us home.
· And that is ok because we can know the same truth as we see in His Word.
b. None are righteous 
· Some of you may be thinking about Romans 3 – None is righteous, no not one
· Which is Paul pointing to Psalm 14

Ps 14:1-3 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed abominable [a]deeds; There is no one who does good. 2 The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who [b]understand, Who seek after God. 3 They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.
· No deeds of men can stand bring about the righteousness able to stand before the holiness of God
· Solomon knew this as well writing in Ecclesiastes – Indeed there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.
· Theologically, this is seen in the doctrine on man that expresses what is called the total depravity of man. This is the impact that sin has upon us to 
· Pollute and corrupt all aspects of a person
· Our complete inability as a person to please God on our own
· And the universal nature that we are all conceived and born as sinners
· When we see and understand the nature of our sin in contracts to God’s holiness
· We can understand how and why
c. Our unholiness separates us from God
· The implication of “Woe is me, for I am ruined” for us is that we have nothing about us that we can bring before our God
· Isaiah was a prophet – so his primary ministry in service of God was the Words that came from his lips…
· Yet when he saw God’s holiness, he recognizes that even his service of God is tainted by sin.
· He could not imagine remaining in the presence of God without being destroyed
· And for the rest of us – this true tis the same
· Romas 6:23 begins with a similar warning…

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death…
· Here in death, we are talking about past, present and future realities…
· When we consider death, I want you to think in three terms
· Spiritual. Physical, and Eternal
· Spiritual Death came happened instantly with Adam and Eve in their spirituakl alienation from God
· As a result of Adam’s sin, all living people are born alive physically, but born dead spiritually
· Ephesians 2:1 reminds us that we were dead in our trespasses while v 5 states that all unsaved people remain spiritually dead
· Physical Death was mercifully not the instant consequence for Adam and Eve, but it was after the fall, in the garden that physical; death entered the world and all of creation was corrupted by sin.
· From dust you were formed and to dust you will return
· But we must also consider Eternal death
· Eternal death is that which awaits those who die physically while still in the condition of spiritual death.  Revelation described this as the second death.
· The common thread we need to see in spiritual and eternal death…it is the alienation and separation from a Holy God.
· If I stop here, we are left in a sad state of affairs with no hope…
· Woe is me, for I am ruined.
· But then – how does that help me under understand passages such as throughout Leviticus 11:44 or 1 Petere 1:6
d. Are we called to be Holy?
· The simple answer is yes – God has commanded

1 Pet 1:16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
· Because we are created in the image of God, there are certain attributes of God which though we cannot perfectly emulate Him, we are called to reflect, even in our imperfect state…
· For example – God is perfectly wise, we are not – so he tells us that if any lack wisdom, pray and it will be given to Him
· Or we know that God is perfectly loving, we will cover this next week…and we too are called to love God and love one another, but we must recognize that because of the corrupting nature of our sin, our love is not a perfect and unconditional reflection of God’s love
· So too it will be with holiness, we are to seek to be holy, an outcome that will only be completed when He comes again, our sanctification is complete and as 1 John 3 says

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears,  we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 
· So we have hope for the future, but what about today…
· We can see that hope in Isaiah’s vision pointing us to the truth that
III. Our Only Hope is in Christ

Isa 6:6-7 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is [d]forgiven.”

· Notice how God addresses the problem before Isaiah – I am a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips…
· I want you to recall what I said earlier in regard to ritual purity
· When that which was clean, touched that which was unclean, the result was that both became unclean…
· Now I want you to see what happens with God’s answer
a. Only God can address our unholiness
· The Seraphim took the burning coal from the alter
· The burning coal would have been clean, holy
· Then He touches it to Isaiah’s unclean lips…
· What would we expect?
· Physically we would expect his lips to get burned – the holiness would destroy…
· Or that the coal would be come impure based on touching unclean lips.
· Neither of those things happen
· Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.”
· Isaiah uncleanliness came from the corruption of sin
· Based on God’s understanding of the far greater problem than a little ritual impurity
· God has addressed the very root issue for Isaiah
· Your sin is forgiven
· Now I want you to see why I have said our only hope is in Christ and not simply in God.
· In John chapter 12 as Jesus was anguished in telling of his death, saying “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
· This caused many to ask questions – but even though He had performed many signs, they were not believing in Him.
· John then followed to say that this was to fulfill the word of Isaiah 
· That the people would not believe
· But also John says
· These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 
· In doing so, John has unambiguously tied Jesus to God in the OT, to Yahweh.
· When the Seraphim took the hot coal from the alter
· It represents the exact impact that Jesus would have on the world as He entered into the lives of unclean, unholy people
· When Jesus is approached by a leper seeking healing
· Did Jesus pull away to protect his holiness?
· No, he reached out and touched them
· The result was the cleansing of the leper, not the contamination of Christ
· When Jesus was asked to come help because a loved one was sick and dying
· Did Jesus pull away to protect his ritual purity
· No – he laid hands on the dead – and the result was life
· Just as we see the cleaning by the coal in the throne room
· Jesus’s presence in the world brings a cleansing to those who approached him with faith.
· How could that be?
· Because God is Holy and His holiness is infinitely above, not even on the same scale as me filthy rags for holiness.
· How does God address our unholiness today?
· This is where we see the beauty and wonder of the gospel truth of which God’s perfect holiness is central to make it possible.
· Our first step to addressing the separation from God that results from our unholiness…
· Is that we must See God for who he truly is – 
· God is Holy, infinite in his perfection
· Because only in that reflection do we gain a true reflection of ourselves
· Only when we see the Holy majesty of our God will we then cry out Woe to me, for I am ruined
· Have you acknowledged your sin-filled nature?  Have you repented and turned desiring to be holy because he is Holy?
· Then we must accept what it takes to be cleansed, what it takes so that we can be in the presence of our Holy God.
· Isaiah did not turn and run from the Hot Coal fearing that it would burn him, thinking that I can come up with my own way – I will go clean myself up and try again.
· Isaiah accepted that the only ways was to receive the cleansing offered by God.  The alter was the place of sacrifice
· We have to accept that Only God can address our unholiness…

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· Just as the holiness of God was represented by the coal coming from the alter, the place of sacrifice.
· Jesus Christ offers us a free gift of grace that comes from the cross, the place of sacrifice where he offered Himself to take up the wages of death in our place and offer to us eternal life.
· The perfect holiness of resurrected Christ is the means by which He cleanses all who would believe in Him of their sin and transgressions.
· By his wounds, you were healed
· By His blood, our sins, our unholiness is washed clean
· Even when we were dead in our trespasses, He made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved.

Rom 1:16-17 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed [a]from faith to faith; as it is written, “[b]But the righteous man shall live by faith.”

· It is the power of God by which we are made Holy 
· For it is the righteousness – The Holiness of God that is revealed
· But the righteous man, the one made Holy by Jesus, they shall live by faith.”
· So as we recall the call to be Holy for I am Holy, we 
b. What does it look like to grow in holiness?
· Just as we acknowledged that we could not start on our own
· Salvation, our cleansing and holiness are bay faith alone in Christ alone
· So too are our steps of growth
· Philippians 1:6 speaks of this walk within our live
· Paul says “I am confident of this very thing…
· That he who began a good work in you  - that would be our cleansing, being made holy at the moment of Salvation
· Will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus
· On the day that he returns, we will be made like Him, perfect in holiness
· But until that Day, we also know that God remains at work
· A work that grow us in holiness…
· The purpose in his work is that through our blessings and through our trials
· That God remains, through the sending of His Spirit within those who believe he is doing a work in and through us…

2 Cor 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

· There are many applications of how we are called to grow in holiness and to become more like Jesus.
· When we truly see God’s holiness, it increases our love for Him
· And He teaches – If you love me, obey my commands
· Not because we are called to earn or work to demonstrate our holiness
· But simply because we love him
· And then we live our lives day by day

Phil 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

· Develop one application for people to act upon this week that seeks to respond based on seeing God’s holiness

As we close – My prayer is that by seeing the beauty and perfection of God’s Holiness, Only he is Holy that it also gives us a true view of ourselves, none is holy by himself, but that God is offering to all of his children to cleanse us of our trespasses and sins so that we too can stand before our Holy God.

PRAY 



