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The Defense of the Genuine Gospel
Galatians 1:1-5; January 11, 2026

Good morning church family. I hope you were encouraged by last Sunday’s message and explanation of our vision for 2026. Our theme of Prioritizing the Gospel is designed to be a centerpiece for the year. 
· I am thankful for Dawn Oliver who created the graphic showing a one-on-one conversation with the map of our community in the background. That captures my thoughts. 
· We want to be a church that is actively doing the work of an evangelist knowing that the Lord produces the fruit. We can do our part while we ask the Lord to give us the privilege of seeing him do great things.
· I also appreciate Trey and Dustin organizing memory verses that we can work on as a church family. The Bible reminds us that any time we hide God’s Word in our hearts it helps us not sin against him. I find that hiding his Word in our hearts also helps us care about what the Lord cares about.
· It is our hope and prayer that the Lord will produce much fruit as we proclaim Jesus.

I mentioned last week that one way we would seek to bring this theme to life would be to study Galatians. Our pastoral team hopes that the Lord will use our study in Galatians to drive the importance of evangelism into all our hearts.

Before I get to Galatians 1, I would like to share the fruit of a study I did nearly 20 years ago. I hope it helps and encourages you. I wrote a 55 page paper for a doctoral class explaining the theology of Galatians. 
· If, after this message, you decide you want to read the whole thing, then feel free to email me and I will send it to you.

The study’s conclusions are why I chose this book as our primary preaching text.
· I studied why Galatians was written, the circumstances happening when it was written, the terminology used, and all of its references back to the Old Testament. I also considered what others thought. 
· Many believe that Galatians, along with Romans, was the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation over 500 years ago due to its teaching on salvation by grace alone. 
· Galatians has no thanksgiving section. Paul replaced his normal thanksgiving with a rebuke instead. You can tell by reading that emotions were high and lives were at stake.

Similar to Hebrews and Romans, there were social consequences for being a faithful follower of Jesus. I showed a picture last Sunday of graffiti found in Rome mocking followers of Jesus. Since no one really likes to be mocked, there were those encouraging these new believers to go back to Judaism and avoid all the trouble. 
· But also like Hebrews, going back was not as simple as changing churches. It meant sacrificing theology. It meant denying important truths about Jesus and his purpose. In this case, it was the single most important theological concept ever – how a person is saved.

Thus, I believe that Galatians is first and foremost The Defense of the Genuine Gospel. Everything in Galatians points positively or negatively to this theme. Galatians connects the gospel to the OT Scriptures – an idea we saw in our study of Romans 1 last week and it explains the logical implications for a believer’s life. 

In fact, this powerpoint slide illustrates how I believe we should think about Galatians. (Rob to provide the slide). This outline is not based on taking the text in order. 
· It is organized by the themes that we see running through the book. 
· The three main expressions of the defense of the genuine gospel include the teaching justification by faith, freedom in Christ, and consistent gospel-centered character.
 
It is by reading that we find these ideas and then once we have them, we read again looking for them. We find, for example, Justification by Faith is shown through specific words and phrases, specific passages, and connections to the OT. 
· There is only one genuine gospel that runs through the entire storyline of the Bible. We sometimes use the phrase that salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, to the glory of God alone to explain our understanding of the gospel. Galatians will prove it. (Rob to provide the slide)

The Lord gave us this book to defend the genuine gospel by showing there is freedom in Jesus rather than legalism. Yet again, there will be specific terms and passages that we will study in due time to make this point clear. The concepts of freedom, slavery, and bondage are important to this theme. The genuine gospel sets people free rather than binds them (Rob to provide the slide)

Then, Galatians also emphasizes character consistent with the genuine gospel. This is not surprising because Galatians has one of, if not the, most detailed explanations of what the Spirit of God produces in a Christian’s life. We will see terms like walk and live being fairly prevalent. (Rob to provide the slide).

I hope you are energized for this study. These ideas will come up through our whole series. I encourage you to read Galatians consistently over the next 6 months. It takes about 15 minutes to read or to have it read to you (on your way to work for example). It will help you if you marinate on it. 
· With this overview in mind, I invite you to turn in your Bibles to Galatians 1. Please follow along as I read 1:1-5. This is the Word of the Lord. I would like to begin the explanation of this passage by discussing …

I. Our Authority to Defend the Gospel (Galatians 1:1-2)

Galatians 1:1 Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead) 2 and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: 

I realize that we are not the apostle Paul nor are we an apostle at all. The first two chapters of Galatians provide biographical detail about his life. It is not difficult to understand why that would be necessary in the first century. 
· Galatians is often considered one of the earliest if not the very first book of the NT written. Conservative scholars usually suggest that either James or Galatians was first, and both were written in the later 40s – about 15-20 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection. At that time, no one would have owned a NT or likely even seen any other NT letter. Oral stories would have been all they had available.
· Imagine shrinking down your entire NT to 4 pages and then hearing some stories about Jesus, Peter, Paul, and what God was doing. Without other corroborating NT Scripture Paul sometimes provides a lot of personal data.

But this data is still important and profitable. Instead of locating the authority in a person (namely Paul), we now locate it in the written Word. It is not my (or your) word that defends the gospel, but it is the authority of the Word which we proclaim that carries the authority.

When we keep that in mind, these verses make two very important points:

A. The message and messengers were not authorized by men

Paul makes clear that his authority was not derived by people. His apostolic ministry, including his writing, was not authorized by people. At first, this does not sound very significant. 
· However, let’s go back a few years. We will cover it in detail in the next week or so. Paul was a committed Jew. So much so that he was a persecutor of the church.

Well, by what authority was he persecuting the church?

Acts 8:1-3 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. 3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.

I will wait until we get further into Galatians before we explain the lived experience of Jerusalem believers at this point. Here is what to point out now. 
· Saul was a leader of the Jews. As a leader, he along with his other leaders, began persecuting the church. 
· They authorized themselves as the spiritual leaders in Jerusalem to handle their own problems.

One result of the persecution was that many believers left the city. This is not surprising. 
· If believers in Lafayette Indiana experienced systemic persecution, the Lafayette believers would scatter. 
· A few intensely committed individuals who believed God wanted them to stay would remain. 

This scattering was part of the Lord’s way to spread the gospel. But it wasn’t very comfortable. So, we have Saul and the other leaders taking care of their own backyard – Jerusalem. In Acts 9 we read …  

Acts 9:1-2 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
 
Now we see Paul expanding his mission. He desires to destroy Jesus’ church everywhere. In Paul’s mind, Jesus was a fraud who got exactly what he deserved and all his followers need handled. 
· But he does not have the authority, on his own, to go to Damascus and root out the Jesus freaks. He asked for letters from the high priest. He asks for permission from the head of Judaism.

Paul in verse 1 is contrasting his previous life mission with his new one. Previously he was out to destroy Jesus’ church on his own authority as a leader and with the authorization of the high priest. 

What he is saying now is that his current life mission is not backed by man’s authority … not his, not a high priest, and not a governmental official. Instead … 

B. The message and messengers were authorized by Jesus and God the Father

I am using the phrase “message and messengers” to point out that Paul and all the brothers with him are the messengers. The message is the gospel message that Paul defends. 
· The people and the content of the gospel is not through human authority like his persecution was. Instead, they and their message carries the authority of … 

1. Jesus Christ

Paul started the churches in Galatia. He was writing to believers that he knew. It seems certain that he shared his own gospel story with the churches as he was witnessing to them. Thus, these words have very important connections. 
· When he says that he is an apostle (a sent one with certain authority) through Jesus Christ, it takes us to his conversion story.

With the letters from the high priest in hand, he leaves for Damascus to crush the church. We pick up the story in v. 3.

Acts 9:3-6 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.” 

He is blinded from the encounter. He cannot eat and the Lord tells Ananias, one of his faithful followers, that he wants him to go talk to him. 
· This would seem like a one way journey. He would be arrested and sent to suffer in Jerusalem. But he does it because he is obedient to the Lord. We pick up in v. 13.
 
Acts 9:13-16 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 

Here is the great reversal of authority. His initial journey was authorized by the chief priests – by men. Now, Jesus himself would chose him to share the name of Jesus and to suffer as a result. We also see that authorization came from …  

2. God the Father who raised him [Jesus] from the dead

It is hard to miss the trinitarian reference here. Paul invokes the authority of the first and second person of the Godhead. The resurrection done by the Father as a part of his overall plan for his son has also authorized Paul’s apostleship and his message. 
· The message is the Father’s plan. The gospel in sum is the coming of God the Son to take on human flesh, live a sinless life, die on a cruel cross, be buried, and raised on the third day.

I mentioned that we are not Paul or an apostle. But we don’t need to be. Our authority to defend the gospel is not from ourselves, it is from the text of Scripture. 
· It is the written Word that provides the authority. 
· Like Paul, we can share what the Lord Jesus has done in our life. We can talk about our road to Damascus moment. Even if it was not as spectacular and obvious, it was equally significant.
· Whether the Lord saved you as a child or an adult, it is equally wonderful. 
· Because in each case, you experienced a transfer --- from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of his dear son.

Our memory verse this month is Romans 1:16-17 (I hope you grabbed one of the card stock documents at the welcome center).  Let’s read it together.

Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”

We are ambassadors for Christ who do not need to be ashamed or fearful because it is the power of God for salvation. 
· The Lord Jesus and the Father gave us the Word to carry the authority and our personal testimony.

We have seen our authority to defend the gospel, now let’s consider the message of the gospel itself.

II. Our Message of the Gospel (Galatians 1:3-4)

Galatians 1:3-4 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father

Grace and peace are the common words he uses to greet the churches. 
· As an aside, it appears that this letter was written to a group of churches located in the same general area. We can imagine a letter sent to the churches of Lafayette which would include Faith, Kossuth, River City, Harvest, etc. 

In some ways, this greeting was a simple expression of the gospel. Grace is the means of salvation because we are saved by grace and peace is the result. We have peace with God and each other through the gospel.

What we find next is very common in the NT. When the Lord Jesus is mentioned, it often sparks the writers to say more about him. In this case, it is important because the genuine gospel is defined in the process.
 
A. We proclaim the substitutionary death of Jesus

The text says, “who gave Himself for our sins.” That is a loaded phrase and it addresses the issue of the atonement. How can sinners be reconciled to a holy God? To ask a different way, What did Christ need to accomplish so that you and I could be in a right relationship with God?

We need not only to be cleansed from our sins and it’s corrupting character, but we also needed God’s wrath against our sin appeased. You cannot take one idea without the other. That is why several words are important …
· Sacrifice. Jesus serves as the ultimate Passover lamb being sacrificed on a cruel cross.
· Propitiation. This word emphasizes that Jesus’ death satisfies God’s wrath against sin. A payment must be made so that the God’s wrath against sin would be satisfied. 
· Substitution. The Bible in general and Galatians more specifically highlights that this propitiation or satisfaction of God’s wrath is not just a payment for the general idea of sin, but rather for ours specifically. Jesus took our place. 
· Reconciliation. This word emphasizes the truth that instead of seeing a person as an object of wrath, God looks in favor toward them.

Here is a small sampling of passages that emphasize Jesus’ substitutionary death – or to say it another way – Jesus took our place.

Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 
· Isaiah’s vision clearly showed that our sin would be placed on the coming Messiah.

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· Paul explains that the sinless Jesus became sin for us – taking our place. This occurred so that we might be in right relationship with God.

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”—
· We will study this carefully when we get there, but again we find Jesus taking our place.

1 Peter 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

We are, by virtue of our sinful state and our willingness to engage in sin, objects of wrath and fully deserving the punishment for our rebellion. 
· Here is one hard reality about witnessing to your child, your parent, your co-worker, or your neighbor. There is no motivation to trust in the finished work of Jesus if the person does not believe they are under God’s wrath.

Telling a person they are under the wrath of God and that Jesus died in your place can be challenging. That is especially true if they are a generally nice person. 
· The total depravity of man (which means that every aspect of our being was negatively affected by the fall) does not mean that we are as bad as possibly can be.

Some unbelievers are nice, considerate, have great marriages, raise responsible children, and are sensible people. But that does not change the reality of their spiritual condition. 

Jesus’ substitutionary death is not great news until you believe you need help.
· Parents … your children might be very delightful (and I mean that … you deeply love them, care for them, and appreciate them as people), but they still need to understand that prior to trusting in Jesus, they remain under his wrath.
· This same truth goes to other relatives, friends, neighbors, and co-workers.
· The Bible clearly explains that really nice people go to hell every day. 

Friends, if you are here and you have not placed your faith and trust in the finished work of Jesus … the substitutionary work of Jesus, then I am encouraging you to do that before it is too late. 
· Whether you feel lost or not, you are. You need someone who can properly satisfy the wrath of God and cleanse you from your sin. Only Jesus can do that.
· We do not do alter calls, but that does not mean you cannot talk to us this morning. If you want to talk today, please see us in the foyer and we will either talk to you right now or arrange someone who can.

In addition to proclaiming the substitutionary death of Jesus … 
B. We proclaim that he rescues us from the present evil age

The text says, “so that He might rescue us from this present evil age.” This is loaded language. It emphasizes the rescue mission of Jesus. Whether we realized it or not we were in big trouble. We were under God’s wrath and we are living in a world meant for destruction. 
· Even creation itself is waiting to be redeemed from the curse of sin. Satan and his host are given certain authority and influence today. Again, we see brokenness and the need to be rescued.

Jesus rescued us from eternal wrath by taking our place and satisfying the Father’s wrath. But he also transferred us positionally from the kingdom under Satan’s control to the Kingdom of Jesus. 
· This is a very important statement in the argument of the defense of the genuine gospel.

Living in Freedom and Gospel character are two expressions of the genuine gospel and both are hinted at right here. [Rob provided ppt slide] While we are still in this world, we are not of it.

That is why Paul said in Philippians that our citizenship is in heaven, why he said in 1 Corinthians that we only judge those who claim to be believers because we share common citizenship, and why we walk in step with the Spirit of God rather than the Spirit of the world.

This shows another important reality. The gospel does not just save us from eternal wrath – although it does that. The gospel changes our life now. 
· When I understand my freedoms in Jesus and the joy of walking in step with the Spirit of God, then it changes my today.

The Lord did not remove us from the world, he gave us a new position in it. We serve with the strength that he provides. We commit ourselves to the truth and activities that matter. 
· When we gather, we are joining our hearts, minds, and voices in the praise of the almighty. 
· When we gather we are strengthened for our hardships and suffering. 
· When we gather we are given courage to boldly live faithfully for Jesus and invite others to join us.

Last week I encouraged you to listen to 7 minutes of the sermon from John Piper about don’t waste your life. I hope you did that --- even on your drive to work. The Lord is telling us that he did not rescue us from this present evil age to live depressed, sorry, regretful lives.
· He rescued us that we might have abundant life. A life of freedom knowing that our single greatest problem has been cared for and the greatest single helper in the universe (the Holy Spirit) is with us.
· We have an abundant life sharing the greatness of Jesus because we have been rescued.

We proclaim that Jesus died in our place and that he rescues us from the present evil age. The last part of the gospel message is … 

C. We proclaim that his work was according to the will of God

I think this is one of the hardest truths to comprehend. 
· The creator and sustainer of the universe would on purpose send his son to teach exactly what the Father wanted taught, would do exactly what the Father wanted, and would die in the exact way that the Father chose.
· Even in the garden we find … 

Luke 22:42 “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 

This whole plan was the Father’s. The plan sounds harder than it must be. 
· Why can’t Jesus come in glory, live in glory, teach the truth, and then return to heaven? That sounds easier. That is why some view it as foolish. 

But for us, we saw God’s true plan as the wisdom of God. We see the genuine gospel as worthy to defend. We are looking for others in our community who want to see it the same way. 
· We proclaim his substitutionary death, the rescue that he provides from future wrath and present control, and that this whole thing was the Father’s plan.

We have seen our ability to defend the gospel and the explanation of the gospel. I am going to finish by talking about … 

III. Our Motivation to Defend the Gospel (Galatians 1:5)

Galatians 1:5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.

As I look at my own heart, I rarely find only one motive for something. It is part of my normal battle. When I make decisions in my own life, with a family member, or in the ministry I am a mixed bag. 
· Some of my motives are pure, right, and just while others slip into pride and self-centeredness. 
· I want Jesus glorified and I want a decision or position vindicated. I want Jesus glorified and I want to experience ease. I want others helped and I want helped at the same time. I could go on. I suspect many of you know what I am talking about.

This short verse highlights our target. What do we want to be true?

A. Not for ourselves

Defending the gospel cannot be for our glory … aren’t we good at apologetics? Aren’t we good at evangelism? Aren’t we leading really well? it is not hard to be selfishly motivated.

Let’s together fight this urge and repent when we feel justified in our own hearts. Let’s resist the desire for glory. 
· Instead, remind ourselves that there is no such thing as a legacy. You die and are forgotten. It is not about you or me. Instead, let’s live and defend the gospel … 

B. For His glory forevermore

Let’s use the life we have to point people to the one who deserves the glory and honor forever.

Revelation 5:11-12 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”

May it be true in our lives. Pray.






