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I’ve heard from many members that they are excited about this year’s annual theme and emphasis on Prioritizing the Gospel and personal evangelism. I’m really glad that folks are excited about that. 
I hope as a church we all are praying and taking seriously what Pastor Green has challenged us to this year...that every single member of our church would share the gospel with two people this year. 
Already this year we’ve talked about one of the challenges that we have to overcome in sharing the gospel is our fear of man.
Last week we in Galatians 1:10 that if we are seeking the approval of man then we cannot be a servant of Christ...
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
So it’s quite clear that we must overcome our fear of people to be a servant of Christ. And personal evangelism is definitely a fundamental part of being a servant of Jesus. 
But what drives some of our fear of people? Well there are a number of answers...a couple of them are addressed in our memory verses for this month as a church:
Romans 1:16–17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”
· For one, we don’t need to fear people because the gospel is the power of God...if our message is the gospel, and the gospel is the power of God, then we are going to get to see the power of God on display which is much, much more powerful than any person...
· We’ll see that on full display in the apostle Paul in our text this morning...
· Secondly, in the gospel, the righteousness...or we could say the RIGHT-NESS of God is revealed...
· How does the RIGHT-NESS of God help overcome our fear of people? 
· Well, when you are confident that you are RIGHT and that you have the truth, that helps you not fear people.
· And God...the Creator of everything, who is right about everything...if you have the message of God, then you should have great confidence...
Here’s a quote from Mark Dever from his book 9 Marks of a Heathy Church, and this comes from his chapter on evangelism...
Probably the most common objection to evangelism these days is, “Isn’t it wrong to impose our beliefs on others?” Some people think evangelism is an imposition. And the way evangelism is often done, I can understand the confusion. But when you understand what the Bible presents as evangelism, you understand that it’s really not a matter of imposing your beliefs. First, you must understand that the things you believe in as a Christian are facts. They are not mere beliefs or opinions. Second, these facts are not yours in the sense that they uniquely pertain to you or your perspective or experience, or in the sense that you made them up on your own. When you evangelize, you are presenting God’s truth.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, 3rd ed., 9Marks (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013) from the chapter, “Evangelism”.] 

When you’re doing personal evangelism, you are presenting FACTS. 
· Jesus Christ is the Son of God...Fact. 
· Salvation is by grace alone...Fact.
· Every single human is born into sin and hopeless lost and destined for hell apart from Jesus...FACT.
These are FACTS. They are not perceptions, opinions or as Mark Dever said, “mere beliefs.” Oh we believe them, but they are FACTS. 
Evangelism is simply presenting FACTS and TRUTH that point to the true God and their need to be saved by him. People need to be pointed to those FACTS, because one of the FACTS about our condition as unrighteous sinners, is that we suppress FACTS, and primarily we suppress FACTS and TRUTH that points to God.
Romans 1:18–19 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.
Evangelism is simply point to what people God has made plain to them...that they are working really hard to suppress and ignore. 
Well, that’s all well and good...but perhaps you are wondering how can I be sure these are facts? Lots of people claim to believe things as fact. Lots of people claim contradictory things and are confident they are right while others are wrong. So is there really any way to really know that the gospel really is FACT? 
That’s a great question...and that’s actually essentially the question that the apostle Paul answers in the last half of Galatians 1...so go ahead and turn to Galatians 1...we’ll read starting in v.11 but our focus will be on vv.13-24. 
What we are looking at this morning is: The Most Unlikely Apostle
· You’ll notice quite readily when we read this section, that it is biographical about Paul’s life and conversion and subsequent actions after his conversion to Christianity. 
· The apostle Paul is one of the greatest examples to the truthfulness...or FACTNESS of the gospel.
We’ll be organizing our thoughts on this passage around 4 Ways that Paul’s Life Gives Evidence to the True Gospel of Grace
Let’s pray and then we’ll read the text.
The first way that Paul’s life gives evidence to the true gospel of grace is his...
Paul’s conversion from Judaism to Christianity demonstrates the genuine gospel is by grace alone (vv.13-16b).
The reason for Paul giving us the information he does in vv.13-24 is pretty easy to see from vv.11-12.
Galatians 1:11–12 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
Everything he tells us from vv.13 on is really about proving what he says in vv.11-12. The gospel he preaches isn’t according to man, because he didn’t receive it from man, nor was he taught it by a man...rather he received it by a revelation from Jesus Christ himself. 
The first part of his argument begins with a quick synopsis of his life as a Jew before his conversion to Christianity.
Paul was one of the most zealous and serious Jews alive (vv.13-14).
Galatians 1:13–14 For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; 14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.
In these verses he gives 3 evidences of his zeal in Judaism. 
First...
Persecuted the church violently
Or as the NASB says, “he persecuted the church beyond measure.” 
In Philippians Paul gives a short biography about himself in chapter 3 where he says...
Philippians 3:6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church...
As to his life as a Jew, the kind of zeal that violently persecuted the church, that was a badge of honor. That might seem strange to us today. But Israel as a nation was not only an ethnic people, by they were a religious people.
· This is only an modern day sort of analogy so don’t take it further than it’s intended. But the nation of Israel in Bible times was similar to a Muslim nation today like Saudi Arabia, where the religion and the governmental laws are essentially one in the same. 
· And according to Jewish law, certain sins, practices and teachings were worthy of death.
Well, the claim that Jesus was God was considered blasphemous by the Jews and according to Lev. 24:16 the penalty for blasphemy was death. 
So Paul’s zeal for following the OT and obeying God as a Jew was evidenced by his violent persecution of Christians.
Secondly, Paul... 
Sought to destroy the church completely, not just locally
When Paul said that he “tried to destroy [the church]”, what he means is that he tried to eradicate the church completely. Paul didn’t persecute the church in Jerusalem, and get happy with running off all the Christians out of Jerusalem. So what did he do? 
Well we read about the persecution in Jerusalem by Paul...or rather Saul as he was named, before his conversion to Christianity...in Acts 8:1-3.
Acts 8:1–3 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. 3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
But that wasn’t enough...
Acts 9:1–2 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
So the intent and zeal of Saul for his view of the OT and that message of the gospel that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and through him comes salvation...that was blasphemous and deserving of death. And it wasn’t just Saul that believed that...the high priest along with the majority of other priests believed the same thing...
Because of his zeal along with his strong commitment to keep the law meticulously, and his serious study and learning in the OT that we read about in Acts and Philippians, it makes perfect sense that...
He was receiving promotion after promotion
Or as the text says, “He was advancing in Judaism beyond many of his contemporaries.” 
In other words, as far as success is concerned, Paul was succeeding like crazy. He was on a fast track to be high, high up in Judaism. So in these 3 short summary statements of his life as a Jew before his conversion to Christianity Paul is making the point that nothing was going wrong for him as a Jew!
In fact, everything was going right! He was killing it in his studies. He was killing it in his personal character and adherence to the law. Philippians 3 makes it clear that his heritage and ancestry was great. His efforts to wipe out the church were going really well. His persecution in Jerusalem was really successful, and he was moving onto the next city!
All that to say, there wasn’t any reason for him to give up Judaism. NONE WHATSOVER! And more than that...there was definitely no reason whatsoever for him to convert to Christianity! 
And yet, that’s what happens...
Paul’s conversion came while Paul was still succeeding in Judaism and hostile towards Christians (v.15-16b)
How does this happen according to Paul? 
Paul was sovereignly chosen before birth to be an apostle to the gentiles (15b, 16b)
Galatians 1:15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb... 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles...
The way that Paul talks about his being set apart from birth...from his mother’s womb is reminiscent of Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet.
Jeremiah 1:4–5 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
The point is, God had chosen him specifically to be a capital A-apostle, to preach to the Gentiles the true gospel of grace, and that was sovereignly planned by God before Paul had ever done anything either good or bad! 
If that is true, then certainly is the very definition of grace! It’s not because of any works or merit that you commend yourself to God for salvation.
Now the second way this happened according to Paul was...
Paul was called through God’s grace (15c)
Galatians 1:15–16 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles...
The word “called” is a very common word in the NT and often is just a simply and casually as we would use the word call. Like I called out to my friend in the hallway. Nothing all that significant. 
But that word “called” and the various group of Greek words that we translate call is often used in a very significant theological and technical sense. 
· We pick up on the technical or theological sense of the word when we talk about pastors or missionaries being “called” into ministry. 
· That’s why our constitution using the language of hiring a senior pastor in terms of “calling a new senior pastor.” 
In Romans and 1 Corinthians Paul opens his letter saying...
Romans 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother
The use of the word call in these verses clearly is more significant than saying, “Paul, invited as an apostle of Jesus Christ...”
· To be called by God is not simply an invitation. The call is an effective call...meaning it is a command that will be obeyed because the call of God cannot be resisted.
That’s even how the salvation of everyone is described in the NT.
1 Corinthians 1:23–24 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
The point is, Paul preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone, Jews and Gentiles. Everyone is invited to believe in the gospel and be saved. But it is only those who are called by God, who end up believing and seeing the gospel as the power and wisdom of God and put their faith and trust in the gospel for salvation. 
 So, why did the most active, upcoming, rising Jew, who zealously was killing Christians and seeking to destroy the church of Jesus entirely end up converting to Christianity and being the capital A-apostle to preach the gospel to the Gentiles? 
· It’s not because Jesus invited him. 
· It’s not because he was working hard and his hard work finally paid off.
· It’s not because Paul applied for the position.
· It’s because God called him through his grace.
Now this is as good as anytime to ask everyone in this room...and I mean everyone including baptized members and even including pastors and deacons...
· Do you know that you have been called by God’s grace to believe in the gospel?
· Are you certain that God has actually called you to be a Christian and like Paul, at a point in time, you went from being an unbeliever to a genuine believer? You went from being dead in your trespasses and enemy of God, bot being alive in Christ Jesus and being a friend of God? 
One of the books I’m reading that we have recommended on the resource page for evangelism: faithlafayette.org/gospel (Victoria please put this link and a screen shot of the page in the PowerPoint), is called Marks of the Messenger: Knowing, Living and Speaking the Gospel...
· 2 of the 4 books on that resource page are written by him. I’ve read one of his, but not this one so I figured I read that and I’m glad I picked it up.
One of the things that he writes strongly about is not assuming the gospel...and in that chapter he gives the example of a guy who ends up attending Liberty University for one semester, and the reason that guy goes for a semester is because he has a book contract to write an expose on evangelical subculture. So he essentially goes undercover to spy if you will. And he writes a book about his experience. He essentially says he passed easily as a Christian at Liberty. 
After a few weeks Roose says, “At Liberty, see, no one asks me about my faith anymore, so to blend in, I rarely have to do anything more active than keep up my Christian signifiers—going to Bible study, praying before meals, being on time to church. This is what passes for ethical conduct in my world.”
Stiles goes onto say that...
Roose blends in so well with the surrounding culture that toward the end of his semester a dorm adviser considers him a “true man of the Lord.” Another campus director asks him to be a prayer leader the following year. Roose said, “I don’t know how, but I think I managed to convince most of these guys that I was a strong, faithful evangelical. [Stiles, J. Mack. Marks of the Messenger: Knowing, Living and Speaking the Gospel (p. 38)]
Yikes...what’s the point for us?
· As we prioritize the gospel this year, one of the things that I hope we grow in more and more as a church is not assuming the gospel. 
· Don’t simply assume the person next to you in the service today knows and believes the gospel.
· There are people that are confused and think they are saved...you may be one of them...and so if we just assume well they are here at church, they serve, their a deacon, etc...then they may never really be confronted with the truth of the gospel that is the power of God unto salvation.
· So I’m asking everyone in this room really ask themselves, how do I know that I have been called and I have repented of my sins and looked by faith to Jesus Christ for the grace and forgiveness to be saved? 
I’m also encouraging every single person in this room, to not be afraid to ask anyone coming to this church, when and how did were you called to Christ? You might hear some testimonies that aren’t testimonies to God’s grace...you might hear testimonies that never mention Jesus...the name given by God by which men must be saved! 
· And if you do, then I hope you lovingly continue ask follow up and clarifying questions to really see if there is evidence that the person is genuinely saved. 
One more thing on that...asking someone about how they become a Christian, that isn’t a spying, digging kind of question hoping to find a problem with their testimony. 
· I ask people that question all the time because I want to get to know them. And stories of God calling people from darkness into marvelous light, are stories of God’s power and grace and hearing them produces praise and thanksgiving to God and brotherly love for that person. 
· So if I ask you, don’t assume I’m suspicious. But definitely know, I’m not assuming the gospel...and I hope you don’t assume the gospel of me either...
Now, that was a long point one...so what was the point? Here it is...Paul’s very conversion demonstrates that...
Conclusion: The gospel of grace means that intellect, openness to the gospel, upbringing nor any other factor except God’s grace alone can be credited for salvation. 
That’s not only true for Paul...it’s also true for us. But Paul’s life as Jew and then conversion to Christianity and being an apostle bears incredible testimony to the reality of the truthfulness of the gospel. 
A second way Paul’s life gives evidence to the true gospel of grace is...
Paul’s genuine gospel message of grace came from God and not from being taught by men (vv.16-17)
He has stated that a number of times in chapter 1 already, but now with his biography of becoming a Christian and an apostle he proves it.
First he proves it by showing that...
1. Paul didn’t get any gospel training before being commissioned by God to preach (v.16).
Galatians 1:16 [when God was pleased] to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood
The point is that when he converted from Judaism to Christianity, he didn’t go through any kind of training, seminary, crash course or anything from any person before he was commissioned to preach the gospel.
So we read about his conversion in Acts 9...
Acts 9:3–9 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;  and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.” 7 The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Acts 9:15–22 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened. Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.
Paul is converted and commissioned by the risen Christ himself. Annas, is called by God to go open Paul’s blind eyes after the vision of seeing Christ and he is told of Paul’s commission to preach to the Gentiles. And immediately, we find Paul doing what in Damascus? Preaching that Jesus is the Son of God and proving that Jesus is the Christ/Messiah. 
Also, 
Paul didn’t run his understanding of the gospel by the other apostles before being commissioned by God to preach (v.17).
Galatians 1:17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.
The fact that Paul began preaching right away shows that the gospel was from Jesus himself, not any person. Paul didn’t check his vision or message from the glorified risen Jesus with anyone before proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God boldly and powerfully. 
And he emphasizes that the other apostles who were in Jerusalem, didn’t give the gospel to him. When he was saved and commissioned he didn’t even go to headquarters—he didn’t go to Jerusalem to the Apostles, who were the leaders of the church and the foundation of the church according to Eph. 3:20...
So what’s the point? Why does this part of Paul’s life help us have confidence that the gospel is indeed absolutely factual and true? 
· Because Paul isn’t giving the “company line” so to speak.
You know how you get those emails from HR or the board of your company and you’re like, “I understand what you’re saying, but I’m pretty sure that’s not the whole story.” 
Well, Paul didn’t consult the quote un quote, “Church CEOs” to get the board approved messaging. He didn’t go to the Apostles, he just immediately started preaching and as we find out in the next verse, he didn’t go to Jerusalem or connect with an Apostle for 3 years! 
He preached the gospel he got direct from the risen Lord right away and his life demonstrated that he had been radically transformed by that message.
Conclusion: You can confidently trust the gospel of grace because it is from God and not men.
Now, one point to note here...the Apostle Paul’s life and biography are powerfully and intentionally used by God in a unique way. All the Apostles are uniquely used by God, but Paul especially so as the Apostle to the Gentiles and the human author of 13 of the 27 letters in the NT. So I at least want to draw attention to the fact that Paul’s testimony and biography is instructive to us on how we can use our testimony for the sake of the gospel. BUT because Paul is an Apostle commissioned by God, his life is extremely important to all of us as Christians in demonstrating the truthfulness of the gospel. Which is really important because lots of what he writes in his letters is revelation from God that wasn’t given to anyone else. 
Paul’s life is critical for us knowing and believing that what we have in the NT is truly the WORD of God and not the words and opinions of men. 
Paul knows his unique calling by God and he highlights here in Galatians as well as other places. 
1 Timothy 1:12–16 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. 15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.
Also,
1 Corinthians 15:8–9 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
His unique calling is why his immediacy to preaching the gospel and being a capital A-apostle, right from his conversion is so unique...
Of pastors, Paul says...
1 Timothy 3:6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
So why does this matter? Well, the more you understand Paul’s unique role as an Apostle to the Gentiles, commissioned by the risen, glorified Christ himself, in a physical encounter with him on the road to Damascus, and how radically transformed his life was, that he became one of the top 5 most influential people on the planet to this day the more confident you’ll be in sharing the gospel that you are indeed sharing FACTS...you are sharing the truth that is from God himself. 
And that truth...that gospel of grace through Jesus Christ is the POWER of God! I hope this encourages you toward evangelism, and I hope it encourages you to put more trust in the gospel yourself as the power to help you grow and be transformed more into the image of Christ! 
Well, time is winding down and we’re only halfway there! So real quickly, the last two evidences...
Paul’s genuine gospel message of grace matched with the other apostle’s (vv.18-21)
Now you might hear that point and say, “What a second...I thought that goes against the previous point that he didn’t get receive it from man or was taught by man!” 
· On first hearing, perhaps. 
· But I’m not saying he received it from men or was taught it...neither is Paul. But what he does say is...
Galatians 1:18–21 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 20 (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
So after 3 years in Arabia where he is certainly preaching the gospel...some have suggested that he goes away and essentially studies and learns over the next 3 years before continuing to preach...I highly doubt that considering what we read in Acts 9 of him immediately preaching the gospel and even being described like this...
Acts 9:22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.
That’s days to weeks after his conversion. I doubt he went to Arabia for 3 years just to study. He certainly preached the gospel the Gentiles which he was commissioned at his conversion to do. 
But after 3 years he comes up to Jerusalem with intent of seeing Peter. And he sees Peter and says 15 days with him and also sees James the Lord’s brother. 
· The point is, even though Paul was commissioned by Jesus himself...he wasn’t like the replacement apostle for Judas, the betrayer that was prayed over and lots were cast over...
· Paul was selected by the risen glorified Christ himself appearing to Paul. He didn’t send anyone to select Paul...similarly to how he didn’t send anyone to select his 12 disciples.
And so the gospel and the message that was given to Paul directly matches with the gospel of the other apostles. Now, there is no surprise here because Jesus is the one who taught both the 12 disciples/apostles and who taught Paul.
That gives further confirmation that the gospel is indeed from God, because it came from Jesus the Son of God. 
Conclusion: The gospel taught to the 12 disciples (apostles) of Jesus is the same gospel taught to Paul by the risen, glorified Jesus.
That should give me great confidence that you essentially have 2 different unrelated people/groups that were taught independently by Jesus. And after 3 years they come together and they are in agreement on who Jesus is and what the gospel is. 
The gospel you and I are called to proclaim to everyone, is indeed entirely true, completely factual without any error, and is the power of God unto salvation! 
Praise the Lord, that in a world where it can be hard to find the truth on so many things, that the most important and significant truths in all the universe, that will impact dictate where you spend eternity, those truths are clear and knowable! 
The final piece of evidence from Paul’s life in this section to the truth of the gospel of grace is...
Paul’s gospel message and his conversion brought glory to God not Paul (v.22-24)
Galatians 1:22–24 I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ; 23 but only, they kept hearing, “He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they were glorifying God because of me.
We see the evidence of this from Paul’s early life, all the way to his death. Paul lived for the glory of God alone. He didn’t rise up the ranks of Christianity to become a celebrity preacher that started to take glory, fame and money from the Lord. 
That point will come up again Galatians and shows up in other letters of his as well. 
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
· Clearly he’s not seeking the approval of man, because by preaching that the Gentiles don’t have to be circumcised he is offending the Jews significantly to the point where they are trying to stamp him out violently like he was originally doing to the church. 
· Paul is making serious enemies by standing up for the truth of the gospel. 
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