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 Taking the Next Step with Joy

In the Role of the Husband (Part 2) – Lover
Introduction: 
 “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might and put on the WHOLE armor of God” 
Eph. 6:10-18
* Satan doesn’t like godly men!

Q: What did you learn from last week’s lesson? 

* Strong Christians and Strong Marriages and Strong Families = Strong Churches!

I.  The Husband Is to Lead His Wife – Gen. 1:26, 2:18-25; Eph. 5:23; Matt. 20:25-28
* The greatest example of a leader is Jesus!

II.  The Husband Is to Love His Wife – Ephesians 5:25-33

* 2 important observations:

1. This is a command: “Husbands love your wives. . . .”
2.  This is a comparison on 3 levels:

Level #1: “just as Christ also loved the church” (foundational – starts HERE!)

Level #2: “as their own bodies”
Level #3: “even as himself”
*APPLICATION:

· How many divorces would be avoided if a husband would think like this?

· How many marriages/families would bring God glory if the husband would think and act like he is commanded in this passage?

· How many children would have HOPE that they can have a godly marriage if DADDY would do what God tells him to in this passage?

3. Paul repeats the command three times for a husband to love his wife!

A.  What are some wrong views of love?

1. Love is a feeling.

2.  Love is sex. 

3.  Love is weak.

4.  Love is infatuation. 

B.  What is the biblical definition of love?

· eros = physical attraction 

· philos = love between friends; brotherly love 

· agape = unconditional love; self-sacrificing love; God’s love!

· John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

* It’s God’s kind of love upon which a good marriage is built:

1) The love Christ displayed on the cross for us!

· Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

2) Godly love is described in detail in 1 Cor. 13 

Q: Which characteristic of love do need to ‘take the next step’ of growth in love for your wife?

3) Key Quality: Emotions will come and go, but godly love ‘never fails’ (1 Cor. 13:8)

C.  Who is the greatest example of love?

* Answer:  Jesus Christ!

· John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

* Godly Husbands think and act like Jesus Christ! 

* Godly love is the real test of masculinity!

Conclusion: 
Prayer Time

