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Who are You, Coming to Grips with Our Identity in Christ

Rejected or Adopted?

3 perspectives on your position in God’s family:
I. Who You Were – A Son of Disobedience
A. Dead in trespasses and sins – Ephesians 2:1

Romans 5:12 - Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned
Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please Him…

Proverbs 21:4 - …the plowing of the wicked, is sin.

B. Following the course of this world
Ephesians 2:2 - in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

C. Indulging the desires of our flesh and our minds
Ephesians 2:3 - Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind…

D. By nature, the children of wrath
Ephesians 2:3 - …were by nature, the children of wrath, even as the rest.
Matthew 4:4 - But He answered and said, “It is written, man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God…”

John 17:17 - Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 - The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

“Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement: he is a rebel who must lay down his arms.” (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Chapter 9)
II. Who You Are – Adopted by a Merciful Father
A. Part of God’s eternal plan
Ephesians 1:4-5 - just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will…

B. Welcomed into God’s family
1. By the miracle of the new birth
John 3:3 - Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

“To be saved is to have the very life of God in our souls, His own Spirit enlivening our spirit. Human parents can adopt children and come to love them every bit as much as they love their natural children. They can give an adopted child complete equality in the family life, resources, and inheritance. But no human parent can impart his own distinct nature to an adopted child. Yet that is what God miraculously does to every person whom He has elected and who has trusted in Christ. He makes them sons just like His divine Son. Christians not only have all of the Son’s riches and blessings but all of the Son’s nature.” (John MacArthur, Commentary on Ephesians, p. 15)
2. For God’s good pleasure
Ephesians 1:5 - having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
III. Who You Can Be
A. Cultivating increasing intimacy with your Father
Romans 8:15 - For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”

B. Secure in your relationship with Him
Romans 8:16 - The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 10:28-30 - and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.
C. No longer ruled by the potential rejection of others
Psalm 27:10 - For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me up.
D. Satisfied in the resources of Christ instead of the material possessions of the world
Romans 8:17 - and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ…

E. Even embracing suffering because of its purifying work
Romans 8:17-18 - and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Hebrews 12:7 - It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?
