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Let us begin with two notes on the devotionals you are about to read. First, each was 
written by a different member of the 2016-2019 seminary class (with the exception 
of days 1 & 25). This lends itself to remarkable differences in style and presentation, 
far different from the typical devotional. This is intentional, as the unity and diversity 
of these devotionals reflect the unity and diversity of Scripture. God used incredibly 
diverse authors and styles to convey one unified whole. In the same way, this seminary 
class is highly diverse, yet God has allowed them to collaborate under one unified 
vision for this project. After seminary, they will take diverse ministry paths, all unified 
by a singular focus on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Second, the devotionals move through the book of Judges from beginning to end. 
Judges is meant to portray Israel’s downward moral spiral, from promise to apos-
tasy. The end does not leave much hope. Doesn’t it then seem counterintuitive to 
maintain this structure in a Christmas devotional? Don’t we want more hope as we 
build towards and anticipate the birth of Christ? It is precisely for this reason that this 
devotional is structured as it is. As we move toward Christmas, the situation in Israel 
becomes bleaker and bleaker. The further they move away from worshipping the one 
true God, the more depraved they become. Eventually, in 1 Samuel, God unites them 
under a human king, though imperfectly and temporarily. However, what we all need 
is a perfect king, an eternal king. What we need is Jesus. By the time December 25th 
arrives, Jesus’ birth will be an amazing relief. As you reflect on Israel’s downward 
spiral this Christmas season, let that drive you to an ever-increasing awareness of your 
own depravity, and an ever-increasing yearning for the true King. A Savior has come, 
and will come again. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Why We Need a King



Examining the genealogy of Jesus Christ in the Gospel of Matthew reveals that Matthew 
ascribed to only two people specific job titles—“Jesse was the father of David the king (Matt 
1:6) and “Jesus, who is called the Messiah (Matt 1:16).” Apparently, Matthew intended for 
his readers to connect the two titles—the king and the Messiah. 

At Christmas time, about forty-five percent of the world celebrates the arrival of Jesus upon 
the earth. Christmas is the long-awaited arrival of “the King” and “the Messiah.” Taken from 
the testimony of Scripture, celebratory Christmas melodies ring with these two themes. “Joy 
to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King!” “Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, 
the kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ (Messiah) 
and He shall reign forever and ever (Handel’s Messiah).” There is no other event in human 
history up to this point that has produced such triumphant rejoicing. 

But why the rejoicing over a king? Kings have come and gone. Kings rule and get deposed. 
In the world’s political climate, every individual longs for his or her candidate to rule. But 
each candidate seems woefully flawed. None can survive moral scrutiny. None can rule with 
unimpeachable wisdom. None can wield compassion and justice skillfully. None can bring 
forgiveness and healing. None can fix the systemic social, economic, environmental, and 
climate problems. Therefore each one is short-lived and fades into the non-remembered 
past as we still long for the next one to be different.  

So then, why the celebration of “Joy to the World” over Jesus the King and Messiah? The 
good news is that Jesus Christ is a different kind of king extending His reign over His peo-
ple. He is the antithesis of every king from among men.

To understand the “Joy” in “Joy to the World” then we must face the hopelessness of man’s 
attempts to fix this world’s problems. Throughout Advent, the FBS seminary students will 
take you through daily devotions in the book of Judges. The last line of the book of Judges 
captures its theme, “In those days there was no king in Israel and everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.” On December 25, Christmas day, one final devotion is given— “The 
King Has Arrived, Joy to the World. Let Earth Receive Her King.” 

Our Need for a King1



Before a new airplane is purchased and begins carrying passengers, it first must undergo 
a series of tests which are designed to reveal flaws and confirm integrity. Similarly, the 
tests we face in our lives reveal much about our own character and faithfulness to God, 
and this is evident in the passage for today.

Judges 2:16–3:6 provides an overview of what the rest of Judges is about and gives a 
trajectory for the spiritual direction Israel was heading. God raised up judges who were 
to reflect God and point Israel to him. There are at least three wonderful aspects we 
see about Yahweh (God’s personal name). First, Yahweh is a compassionate God. Even 
though Israel broke covenant with him by pursuing false gods, the Lord remained faithful 
to them, pouring out his unfailing love upon them (2:16–17). Yahweh is compassionate 
toward our unfaithfulness.

Second, Yahweh is a jealous God. The Lord calls Israel’s sinfulness “whoredom” because 
the breaking of their covenant with him was like a wife who commits adultery by prostitu-
tion (vv. 17, 19–20; cf. Hosea 1–2). Yahweh is jealous for our faithfulness.

Third, Yahweh is a testing God. Three times in this passage the Hebrew word for testing 
(nasah) is used. This word often describes God testing his people while they were grum-
bling about him. Here, we see God left some of the Canaanite nations in the Promised 
Land because of Israel’s unfaithfulness, to test their loyalty to him (v. 22, 3:1, 4). God’s 
testing of his people was always related to their faithfulness to him, and the purpose was 
to bring them to him. Yahweh tests our faithfulness.

The primary truth we learn about ourselves is that we are unfaithful covenant breakers. 
Just like Israel broke covenant with God (v. 20), enticed by the false pleasures offered by 
idols, we do this when we choose to sin and do life our way. 

Fortunately, this passage offers hope. God raised judges to help Israel see their great 
need for a King who could transform their hearts and restore their faithfulness. The physi-

Yahweh Tests Our Faithfulness (Judges 2:16–3:6)2



cal salvation of Israel through the judges did not last because they had turned from their 
King, Yahweh. This shows our desperation for spiritual salvation through the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, Christ Jesus.

Thus, in compassionate jealousy, Yahweh tests our faithfulness to demonstrate our need 
for King Jesus, who himself was tested and found wholly faithful. How should knowing our 
desperation for a faithful King motivate us to live more faithfully?



Good parents discipline their children. It’s what loving parents do. Not all of us may have 
grown up with good parents, but all who are in Christ have a great Father. We have a Fa-
ther who has told us to be perfect as he is perfect (Matt 5:48). Hopefully, it’s no surprise to 
you that you’ve fallen (far) short of that. Therefore, we should expect our heavenly Father 
to discipline us as a good Father does. 

In Judges 3:7, the cycles of apostasy and deliverance begin as the Israelites go against the 
LORD and do evil things by worshiping false gods. As you would assume from a Father 
who loves his children, the LORD sends discipline their way. They are sold into slavery to 
serve the king of Mesopotamia for eight years! But God showed grace to the Israelites in 
verse 9 when they called on his name for help. In response, he saved them by raising up 
Othniel (a man who is presented by the author as one without offense) to be their deliverer 
in the war against the foreign king.

Because God loves his people, he disciplined them for their idol worship. Ironically, since 
they worshiped another “king” they were forced to go serve another king until they cried 
out, and acknowledged the true king, the LORD. 

Sometime after the book of Judges, Jesus came to the world and proved that he is the 
Messiah, the King of kings. God will continue to discipline his children when we turn from 
him and (thankfully) he will continue to be merciful when we repent and return to him.

Is the LORD disciplining you right now? Not all hard things in life are the discipline of the 
LORD, but some are. Take some time today to consider your loving Father’s discipline in 
your life. Don’t despise it, but be thankful that you have a Father who cares enough about 
you to discipline you. If you find yourself currently in the middle of the LORD’s discipline, 
ask God to reveal to you what he is trying to change in you. Ask him to make clear to you 
the sin he is longing for you to repent of. Discipline never feels enjoyable at the time, but 
God promises he is doing it because he loves you and he knows that, in time, it will pro-
duce greater righteousness and joy in you as you submit to him (Hebrews 12:11).

The LORD’s Loving Discipline (Judges 3:7–11)3



In Judges 4:1–23 we read of Israel’s rebellion, God’s discipline through the Canannite 
king Jabin, Israel crying out to God for help, and God raising up Deborah and Barak (and 
Jael) to deliver his people. In today’s passage, the Hebrew commonly describes God’s 
discipline and deliverance of Israel with the phrase “into the/his/your hand” (some En-
glish Bibles translate this phrase “turned over”). In verse 2, God sold his people “into the 
hand” of Jabin. In verse 6, Deborah reminds Barak of God’s promise to deliver Sisera “into 
his hand.” In verse 9, Deborah tells Barak that due to his unwillingness to go alone God 
will deliver Sisera “into the hand” of a woman. In verse 14, Deborah tells Barak that “this 
day” God will deliver Sisera “into your hand.”

It is fascinating to read of God’s patience and faithfulness to his people, in spite of their 
repeated rebellion against him, by delivering them from an oppressor. It is easy to criti-
cize the Israelites for their unfaithfulness and rebellion against God. However, we must be 
careful because we are too often just like the Israelites. In fact, there are several places in 
the New Testament that speak to our condition before Christ as being in rebellion against 
God (Rom 3:9–18; Eph 2:1–3; Col 1:21). Even after salvation, our sinful tendencies are 
described in troubling ways (Rom 7:13–20; Jas 4:1–4; 1 John 2:15–17).

But even more astounding is to read the last recorded words of Jesus as he was hanging 
on the cross, “Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit!” (Luke 23:46). At Christmastime 
we celebrate the arrival of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – the arrival of our king. Our 
king who trusted God perfectly and willingly laid down his life (John 10:17–18) to atone for 
our rebellion against God.

God continually gave Israel into the hand of foreign kings because of their disobedience. 
Our king, Jesus, obediently gave himself into the hand of the Father. Because of this, we 
have ultimate safety and security in Christ’s hand forever, and no one can snatch us out 
(John 10:28). In Jesus we also have an advocate who is sitting at the right hand of the God 
(Rom 8:34).

As you reflect on your life, are you putting your safety and security into the hands of some-
thing or someone other than Jesus? May we be quick to confess, repent, and place our 
trust into hands of our Savior and King!

In Whose Hand Are You? (Judges 4:1–23)4



In the Old Testament, and especially the book of Judges, the people of Israel often failed 
to remember who Yahweh was and what he had done for them. This resulted in discon-
tentment and idolatry (Judg. 2:10–12). In the Song of Deborah, we see that the opposite 
is also true. Remembering who Yahweh is and what he has done leads to praise and 
worship. Judges 4 is the narrative account of the Israelites, led by Deborah and Barak, 
being delivered from the hand of Jabin the king of Canaan. The next chapter is the jubilant 
account of Deborah singing as she reflects on all the details of their deliverance. The key 
is to recognize that her focus is not on the deliverance as much as it is on the one who is 
behind the deliverance: Yahweh. The purpose of the Song of Deborah is to praise and 
exalt the great deliverer king, Yahweh. In 5:2 she exclaims, “Praise Yahweh!”; again in 5:9 
she sings, “Praise Yahweh!”; and in 5:11 she says, “there let them recount the righteous 
deeds of Yahweh.” Deborah has in mind both their recent deliverance as well as their 
great deliverance from slavery in Egypt as she reflects on how the mountains trembled 
before the face of Yahweh at Sinai (5:5). Reflecting on Yahweh’s power and faithfulness 
always leads to praise and worship.

The Song of Deborah is a great pattern for us to follow in our lives. We often look down 
upon Israel for forgetting what Yahweh had done for them, but what about us? How much 
of our daily lives are characterized by anxiousness, discontentment and idolatry? If some-
one were to write a narrative account of one day of our lives would it be full of grumbling 
and discontentment or praise and worship? If we honestly dwell on what God has done in 
our lives then every day should be a song of jubilant praise just like the Song of Deborah. 
If you are a believer you have been delivered from the stranglehold that Satan had on your 
life. You must not allow one day to go by without dwelling on this truth. We must praise 
God daily for what he has done. We must never forget who he is and how gracious he has 
been to us. We have been delivered from our slavery to sin and we will soon be eternally 
delivered from the presence of sin when our great deliverer king, Jesus Christ, returns. 
PRAISE YAHWEH!!!

Yahweh is the Great Deliverer King (Judges 5:1–31)5



In the beginning of Judges 6 we find Israel doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord, 
which results in the Midianites overpowering them for seven years. The deliverer God 
chooses to raise up is Gideon, a man of weakness in whom God was going to show his 
strength. Judging by God’s first address to Gideon, we are led to think he is a “mighty man 
of valor!” But immediately Gideon gets into the excuses. In verse 15, Gideon claims to be 
part of the weakest clan in Manasseh, and even goes as far as claiming to be the weakest 
in his father’s house. And all of this is true! But the Lord has a plan, and tells Gideon that 
he will be with him. And with His help, Gideon is going to strike the Midianites as one 
man and save the nation of Israel. And as you will see, Gideon does just that.

All too often, we are the Gideons of this story. We go through life sitting on the sidelines 
without the thought of God, our strong king, using us for something big. Our natural incli-
nation is to sit and wait for God to use someone who is more qualified than we are. And 
when God shows up, instructing us to do something that requires a lot of faith, we tend 
to question God and give him excuses for why we aren’t good enough to accomplish the 
task. But we miss the point completely. God wants to show himself strong in our weakness 
(2 Cor. 12:9)! Gideon was the least of his clan and of his family, and that was all the more 
reason for God to use him to save Israel. And when God uses our weakness, our only 
response is to boast in the Lord rather than ourselves (2 Cor. 10:17). 

Like Israel, we need a strong king because we are weak. And we do have a strong king, 
one who was made weak like us, yet did not respond in doubt but in trust. Through the 
weakness of Christ our king, we can be made strong. In light of what our king has done, 
we can recognize our inherent weakness and depend on our God’s strength. God uses 
our weakness to show his strength and accomplish his plan. And that’s why we need a 
king, because we are weak without one. We need a king that is our strength, because we 
would be left in our weakness without him.
 

God is our Strength in Weakness (Judges 6:11–18)6



In Judges 6:24, Gideon builds an altar to the Lord and calls it “The Lord is Peace.” “Peace” 
is our translation of the Hebrew word shalom, which describes the wholeness, complete-
ness, and general well-being experienced by those in covenant relationship with Yahweh. 
So, what is the significance of Gideon naming an altar in this way? 

Earlier in this passage, when the Lord calls Gideon to defeat the Midianites, Gideon 
responds with many excuses because he is afraid to fight them. He is weak, he is incom-
plete, and he knows that he is incapable of defeating them on his own strength. When he 
realizes he is face-to-face with the angel of the Lord he cries out because he fears death. 
The Lord responds immediately with a message of peace (shalom) and tells him he will 
not die. Gideon has seen the Lord, and the Lord has promised him shalom. The Lord did 
not come to kill Gideon, but to bring completeness in his weakness. The Lord did not 
come to destroy Israel, but to bring them completeness, or peace, in their weakness and 
oppression. This is certainly a joyous message to Gideon. Gideon is weak, but the cove-
nant God promises to make him complete for the task at hand.

Jesus, however, is the one who makes the sinner whole from the inside out. He became 
the way for man to have true, eternal shalom with God when he gave up his wholeness so 
that we might become whole. Philippians 2 says he emptied himself when he became a 
man and died on a cross. He did this so that those who come to him may be made whole 
in him. We are weak, in our sin we are dead and incomplete. However, through Christ, 
we are made whole as our sins are forgiven and Christ’s righteousness is imputed onto 
us. Praise the Lord that he is the Lord of Peace! Praise the Lord that Jesus did not come to 
condemn, but to make sinners whole!

Fellow Christians, remember that we are made whole through our king, Jesus Christ. At 
the same time, we are still weak and being sanctified. We need our king not only to bring 
about shalom, but to continually sustain us in our walk. Seek him as you pursue to live the 
Christian life and he will continually make you whole.
 

The Lord is Peace (Judges 6:19-24)7



In Judges 6, Israel is again in a place that appears to be hopeless. Gideon does not look 
like the ideal leader, one who brings hope. He is the least in his family and his family is 
the least of all the tribes of Israel.  Gideon is not capable by himself of bringing a victori-
ous ending to this hopelessness. However, God has proven himself trustworthy to Israel 
in the past (6:8–9). Just as God delivered Israel from the hand of Egypt, he now prom-
ises to deliver them from the hand of Midian. These words encourage Gideon as he is 
reminded of the promises that have been fulfilled in the past. However, Gideon remains 
fearful. He continues to look to his circumstances, not to God. Yet God chooses to bring 
salvation through the hand of this fearful man to show that our reliance can rest in the only 
trustworthy King. We can count on his promises because of his trustworthy character, not 
because of the instruments he uses to carry out his plan. In Gideon’s story, we see God 
make an unlikely promise to a man hiding in a winepress (6:11), then fulfill that promise 
as the mighty Midianites are delivered into Gideon’s hand.

As we look into our own lives many of us find ourselves doubting God’s promises. We 
know that we are not capable of bringing a victorious ending to the seemingly hopeless 
situations we sometimes find ourselves in. However, just as God has proven to be trust-
worthy in the past, we can continue to trust in his promises today. God has made promis-
es to us throughout Scripture (Matt 6:26; John 10:28; Rom 8:28; 2 Cor 5:17; Phil 1:6). His 
son, Jesus, also made promises, namely that he would return again (John 14:3, 23). Other 
Scriptures attest to this promise of the return of the King of kings and Lord of lords (1 Tim 
6:13–16; Rev 19:16). We can read these promises and receive the same confidence and 
encouragement that Gideon received, because it is the same God who made the promis-
es. Like Gideon, we can also grow in our trust as we see God’s promises being fulfilled. 
Today we know we have a king we can trust because he has been promised. As we con-
tinue to watch the promises of God being fulfilled all around us in our daily lives, we can 
hold to the promise of his return.

8 A King We Can Trust (Judges 7:1–23)



The character flaws of the judges in Israel help us see that none of us is capable of being 
a perfect or righteous king. As hard as we may try, we must realize that this responsibility 
is too much for any man to handle. Therefore, we need a king who is fit for the task. The 
story of Gideon reminds us that we need a king who can contend for us. Gideon, a fearful 
man from the weakest clan is assigned with the mission to deliver Israel from the hand 
of the Midianites. What has been an impossible task for a whole nation for the last seven 
years becomes a sure outcome, not due to Gideon’s ability, but because of God’s pres-
ence. “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man” (Judg 6:16b). 

Gideon assembles an army of 32,000 men to fight against the Midianites. However, God 
reduces the number of the army, saying, “The people with you are too many for me to give 
the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved 
me’” (Judg 7:2b). Victory is found in the Lord alone. The Israelites overcome the Midianite 
oppression, not because of the number in their army, but because of the God who was 
with them. The Lord reduced the army’s strength in order that none of them would have a 
reason to boast. 

Israel could not save itself apart from God’s hand intervening in the battle. Likewise, let 
us not trust in the works of our hands, boasting that our own hands have saved us. Let us 
realize that our strength lies in the Lord, and in him alone. 

Why do we boast and exalt ourselves? God is jealous for his glory. He deserves the praise 
we often give ourselves. If we recognize our shortcomings, we should instead turn, in 
thanksgiving, to the only one who is able to save (Ps. 62:7). Let us humble ourselves daily 
and exalt our Perfect King, as he is the only one who could do what we could not do in 
overcoming the power of sin and death on our behalf. Let us count any gain as loss, in 
comparison with knowing God (Phil. 3:7). Instead of boasting in ourselves, let this be the 
desire of our hearts: “let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord” (2 Cor. 10:17).

9 Let Your Boast Be in the Lord Alone (Judges 6–7)



Israel was always meant to have a king, Yahweh. No human leader could ever lead and 
govern them like their sovereign God and protector. Yet at the end of Gideon’s story, we 
find the people of Israel, fresh off a massive military upset, abandoning Yahweh’s kingship 
and seeking to elevate one of their own as king. They fail to see the Lord’s providence in 
their victory over the Midianites, instead becoming enamored with Gideon because of his 
perceived military prowess (8:22). But Gideon seems to reject the request for kingship, 
directing the people back towards their true king, the Lord (8:23). After these seemingly 
humble actions, one might wonder: Why then does Gideon’s story end so poorly?

Gideon says all the right things, but his actions betray him by leading Israel into apostasy. 
In this passage, we can see at least three glimpses into Gideon’s heart that show us who 
Gideon really believes to be king. First, though Gideon redirects the Israelites’ request for 
a king towards the Lord, he does not do the same for their praise of his military victory. By 
the subtle action of not correcting the Israelites, he takes sole credit for the victory over 
the Midianites and thus validates the Israelites’ praise. Second, immediately after reject-
ing kingship, he assumes a kingly role. He requests a voluntary act of allegiance and 
submission, then uses the proceeds to set up a capital of pagan worship in his home city 
(8:24–27). Third, he names one of his sons Abimelech (8:31). The meaning? “My Father is 
King.” Could it be possible that naming his child “Abimelech” simply reinforces Gideon’s 
allegiance to Yahweh, his Father? Maybe, but Gideon’s actions say otherwise. Gideon 
says all the right things, but in his heart, he is the king. This leads to his downfall. 

Is Gideon’s heart that much different than ours? Do we profess to worship God with our 
lips, but deny him with our actions? The truth is, we all think we’re king. We all think we 
know what is best; we all want to be worshipped. But we make poor kings. Our sinful na-
ture ensures that when we sit on the throne, we make poor choices. That is why we need 
a king, king Jesus. Let us reflect on our hearts today and discern where we are subtly 
elevating ourselves above God. Let us repent of our rebellion, and worship the one who is 
rightfully on the throne.

10 We All Want to be King (Judges 8:22–32)



Why do we suffer so much? Why do we often feel that something is missing? Why do we 
have so many problems? As tough as it may sound, we are the problem. Since the be-
ginning, with Adam, man has decided to pursue his desires, running after the things he 
wanted—and thought he needed.

This longing for false needs is also seen in Judges 11:1–11. The people of Israel forsook 
God and served other gods, and because of their disobedience, God sold them into the 
hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites (Judg 10:6–7). After 18 years of oppression, 
Israel cried out to God. However, they cried out for the wrong reason. They did not want 
God; they did want what God could give to them. They cried to him only because they 
judged God to be useful to them in this hard time. The history of the judges proves this, as 
Israel continued to turn back to false idols time after time. Because Israel didn’t receive 
the answer they wanted in the time they wanted, they grew impatient, went about things 
their own way, and called Jephthah, a warrior with questionable character, to lead them 
into battle.

Israel’s suffering was a consequence of pursuing what they wanted, not what they truly 
needed. They only pursued God when they thought he was useful, not because they want-
ed a relationship with him. Sometimes we deal with God the same way Israel did, don’t 
we?

We want things so badly that we pursue these things thinking that we will find fulfillment at 
the end, blaming God for not giving us what we want. The problem is that false idols will 
never give us what we truly need; they will give us exactly what we are running from—suf-
fering and enslavement. However, God in his mercy provides what we need, even though 
we do not deserve it.

Yes, Israel needed deliverance. However, it was deliverance from themselves, not from 
the Philistines and Ammonites. Jephthah could not do this, only God could—and he did. 
God sent a true Leader, a true King, a true Servant—he sent Jesus. A true king provides 
for the true needs of his people, and Christ, our true King, provided all that we need in 
the cross, serving and loving us. Let us worship and honor him with our lives, by having a 
grateful and willing heart, striving for holiness, and proclaiming the great message of our 
Great King.

11 A King We Deserve? (Judges 11:1–11)



The book of Judges gives us a glimpse of how depraved and wicked human beings are. 
The story of Jephthah is full of rejection, violence, prideful responses, and death of the 
innocent. Though Jephthah was a mighty warrior, his life began through an act of wicked-
ness, and he had a bloodline full of evilness and alienation from God. Soon he was reject-
ed by his people and driven away because of his defiled heritage. But the Bible does not 
illustrate Jephthah as an innocent victim.

After Jephthah was driven out of his home, denied his inheritance, and made to flee from 
the dangers that were in front of him, he collected worthless fellows around him to cause 
trouble. Separated from his family and people, Jephthah grew bitter towards them and 
only came back to help when they promised to make him king and elevate him over them. 
Jephthah did not choose to have a mother as a prostitute, nor did he have the choice of 
what kind of family or people he would be born into. But Jephthah, after being driven out, 
responded poorly and unrighteously towards his rejection and pitiful state. Jephthah was a 
mighty warrior, leader, and head of Gilead, but responded to circumstances wickedly and 
reacted unrighteously towards those who did him wrong.

There has only been one rejected king who was born from a line filled with depravity, but 
who responded perfectly and righteously. There has only been one rejected king who was 
driven out by his people and loved them anyway by dying for them on a cross. There has 
only been one king who collected worthless fellows around him not to start a revolt, but to 
share hope and love with them and through them.

Jesus Christ is the king we need, the one who responded perfectly to rejection. Christ 
knew full well that he was being born into a family filled with sin, but chose to love them 
and die for wicked people. Christ took the full amount of rejection so that all can be ac-
cepted by God through the blood of Jesus Christ.

This Christmas season, reflect on what it means that Christ the King was rejected for you. 
Remember throughout your day at work, school, or wherever that when you feel rejected 
or worthless, Christ took that rejection to the cross for you, so that you could be accepted 
by God and respond righteously.

12 A Better Rejected King (Judges 11:1–4)



Our Need for a Humble King (Judges 11:12–35)

Probably the most memorable part of Jephthah’s story is his rash vow. It is a terrible mo-
ment in Israelite history that leads to a horrendous deed done in Yahweh’s name. This all 
begins after the Ammonite King ignores Jephthah’s message. Jephthah then prepares for 
war. His preparation, however, involves his tragic vow. In verses 30 and 31 Jephthah bar-
ters with God, offering Yahweh the first thing to come out of his door if God would give him 
victory over the Ammonites. The start of Jephthah’s tragedy is that he treated God just like 
a Canaanite god. He thought he could barter with God; that he could manipulate God just 
like the other gods. Thus, he offered God a sacrifice in exchange for victory in battle. But 
Yahweh is not like any man-made god; Yahweh needs nothing from us, leaving no room for 
bartering. Rather, God does everything for us before we do anything for him, and in view 
of His mercy we present ourselves as living and holy sacrifices (Romans 12:1). Jephthah’s 
vow revealed his arrogance. He treated Yahweh like a genie where he could get whatever 
he wanted if he just sacrificed something. Therefore, when Jephthah eventually returned 
after victory in battle, he was left with the awful responsibility of sacrificing his daughter 
to God after she came out of the house to greet him. Jephthah’s display of arrogance here 
revealed the need for a better king, one who is humble before God rather than arrogant.

That King is Jesus. We can see Christ’s humility easily from Philippians 2:6–11. But a 
clearer contrast to Jephthah’s actions comes from Christ’s prayer in the garden: “not my 
will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Jephthah only ever sought his own end and that 
led him to his rash vow and his daughter’s death. The greatest King didn’t seek his own 
desires. Instead, Christ humbly submitted to the Father’s will and that led to his death on 
the cross and to our salvation. This should lead us to great thankfulness to God that Christ 
was willing to submit his will to the Father’s and thus bring about our salvation. Jephthah’s 
actions should also remind us that we are not in a bargaining position with the creator of 
the entire universe, he needs nothing from us. Rather, when we approach God in prayer, 
we ought to do as Jesus did and as he instructed us in Matthew 6: “Your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

13



The time of the Judges is a peek into the recesses of our hearts, revealing self-motivated 
intentions. While you read today’s passage, ask the question: “How can we earn favor be-
fore a perfect God?”  The story of Jephthah and his daughter is about a judge who seeks 
to earn God’s favor, resulting in a catastrophe. 

In Judges 11, Jephthah made a vow to God that was contingent upon what God could do 
for him. The “vow” (or commonly known as a bribe) was this: “God, if you give me victo-
ry over my enemies, then I will sacrifice the first thing that comes out of my house as an 
appreciation for what you did.” The vow that Jephthah makes seems harmless at first. We 
don’t know Jephthah’s intentions, but we do know that he was more concerned with what 
he could get from God, rather than give to God.

God grants him a victory. Upon Jephthah’s return, we would expect a parade celebrat-
ing this victory. Instead, his ONE and ONLY daughter runs out of the house. Suddenly, 
Jephthah remembers his promise to God. Jephthah keeps his pledge, forgetting that he 
serves a righteously merciful and gracious God. The story ends with Jephthah tragically 
sacrificing his daughter. Because of the wickedness in his heart, Jephthah sought to ma-
nipulate God’s actions through a bribe. The consequence of his promise demanded the 
sacrifice of his most precious possession, his only daughter.

The God of the Bible only wants one kind of sacrifice: a selfless sacrifice, offering God the 
lordship over every area of our lives. There has only been one perfect, selfless sacrifice 
offered, and his name is Jesus. He was God’s ONE and ONLY Son, who came not to serve 
himself, but others. We can receive God’s favor from this perfect sacrifice, given at the 
expense of Christ’s death in our place. Those who believe in Jesus receive a costly gift 
that can never be earned, but given freely. 

Living sacrificially means laying down our own lives for others. Looking to Christ we see 
this profound demonstration of a God full of mercy and grace, who keeps his promises 
not based on merit but upon his unconditional love. When you go to work, the good you 
seek is not to earn favor before God. Rather, we can rejoice knowing that no matter what 
we do, God has accepted us in the name of Christ if we believe in him. Christ is THE King 
we need! A sacrifice that cannot be earned.  

14 Our Need for a Sacrificial King (Judges 11:29–40)



From birth Samson was called to be selfless, to live his life serving the Lord. Judges 13:5 
states, “You shall conceive and bear a son...the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the 
womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” Sadly, from 
Samson’s first action in the narrative of Israel, he is completely consumed with his own 
desires. He ignores his God-given mission and instead indulges his lusts with a woman 
(14:3). He sees sweet honey in the carcass of a lion (14:8) and indulges his stomach, 
despising his vow (Num 6:6). He sees a prostitute and indulges his sexual desires (16:1). 
Eventually his sin catches up to him and he is captured by the Philistines. His precious 
eyes, which he had followed into so much sin, are torn out (16:21). 

In the life of Samson we see selfishness personified, yet there is a much closer example. 
We see the exact same behavior in ourselves.  In two verses, James summarizes the life of 
Samson and our lives today. James 1:14–15 says, “But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” Just like Samson, we allow our desires 
to grow, and we are soon enticed by them. Just as Samson was enticed, we too follow after 
our desires that give birth to sin. And just like Samson, our sin will grow until it leaves us 
blind and dead. We fail to fulfill the role God created us for because we are led astray by 
all the selfish desires we see and seek after.

This is why we need a Selfless King, and God has faithfully provided Jesus Christ. Though 
he was tempted in all ways like we were, Jesus Christ of Nazareth never indulged his own 
desires (Heb 4:15). When tempted to indulge his stomach he denied himself (Luke 4:2–4). 
When he had opportunity to use his great strength for personal gain he denied himself 
(Matt 26:53–54).

This Jesus is our Selfless King who calls us to follow after him. Rather than allowing the 
lust of the eyes to corrupt us, Jesus radically calls his followers to tear out their eyes if 
they lead them into sin (Matt 5:27–30). Will we follow the example of our Selfless King and 
enter life, or will we enter death blinded by our own selfishness?

15 Our Need for a Selfless King (Judges 13–16)



Have you ever been asked, “I have good news and bad news…which do you want to hear 
first?” The Samson story opens with the bad news first. Because Israel had increased her 
evil, the Lord gave his people into the hand of her enemies. By Judges 13, God has hand-
ed over his people 6 times for judgment. Not only does God claim ownership of the Israel-
ites (his people from his hand), but He is in complete control of them (he hands them over 
and delivers them out of the enemy’s hand).

The Samson story then moves on to some good news. Who doesn’t get excited about a 
baby announcement? An angel comes to Manoah’s wife and tells her that she will have 
a son, who will be consecrated at birth, for the sole purpose of delivering Israel from the 
hand of the Philistines. God hands over his people and yet 5 verses later, he has already 
established a plan to deliver them from the hand of the enemy.

However, the good news does not last very long. Ultimately, Samson fails to be God’s kind 
of deliverer and is captured by the Philistines. God redeems Samson’s failures to accom-
plish a partial redemption for Israel. The story ends with a tragic twist. The Philistines 
celebrate that Dagon (their false god) has given Samson into their hand, but ultimately, 
the Lord turned Samson over to them. God gets the last word by empowering Samson’s 
hands one last time to accomplish an even greater deliverance. 

The Samson story should encourage you to ask, “Whose hand am I in?” Since God is the 
Sovereign Creator (Romans 9:21), he holds everyone in his hand. The book of Judges 
warns us that God could turn someone over to lusts in impurity (Romans 1:24), to dishon-
orable passions (Romans 1: 26), or a debased mind (Romans 1:28), if he has not submit-
ted himself under God’s mighty hand (1 Peter 5:6). Without the King, we are blind to our 
foolishness (Romans 1:21-22) just like Samson. Those that cry out in humble repentance 
and faith will be forever secure in the hand of the king (John 10:28). Praise God today that 
both our present and eternal condition are in his sovereign hand. Humbly submit yourself 
to him by repenting of any known sin and by identifying 3 ways that you will actively rely 
on God’s hand today. 

16 In the Hand of the King (Judges 13–17)



In Judges 13, we meet one of the most tragic heroes of Scripture: Samson. From the an-
nouncement of his birth, God calls him to live a holy life and ordains him to deliver Israel. 
God had called all his people to be holy (Lev 19:2) but, they failed. Surely, a man called 
specifically by God could do so. What an honor and what hope! A man worthy of imitating.

Sadly, it does not take long to see that Samson is not concerned with holiness but is con-
sumed by hedonism. In addition to cutting his hair, he defiles himself repeatedly (14:8,19; 
15:15; 16:1) not just according to the standard of a Nazarite but as an Israelite in general. 
Not only does he disregard his own holiness but he disregards the holiness of the ones 
who love him most (14:9). Clearly, this is a deliverer to condemn, not imitate. But we see 
ourselves in Samson! Remember, “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived 
and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being 
hated and hating one another” (Titus 3:3). 

Graciously, God sovereignly ordained another man to come. A man whose mother would 
miraculously conceive. A man consecrated to God from the time of his conception until 
his death; whose purpose was to deliver the people of God from their sin. He was a man 
who, rather than preferring pleasure, personified holiness. His name is Jesus. He is not a 
judge raised up by God to deliver us from our trying circumstances. He is the king sent by 
God to deliver us from our sin-earned doom of death. Jesus could do this because he did 
walk in perfect holiness and obedience to God. He was also concerned for our holiness! 
For we possess no holiness on our own. We had no means of becoming holy and no meth-
od to follow. Apart from Christ, our holy king, we have no hope of salvation or sanctifica-
tion. So, Christ came to live the holy life we could not, provide the holy example to follow, 
die the defiling death we wholly deserve, and rose to save and sanctify us.

In response, let us joyfully give thanks to God for our holy king, who is worthy of our 
praise! Let us present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God (Rom 
12:1-2)! Let us forsake all possessions, pleasure, and sin for the sake of pursuing Jesus as 
the joy set before us (Heb 12:1-2)!

17 Our Need for a King Who is Holy (Judges 13)



Samson was born into a family whose mother suffered from an inability to have children, 
and he was born into a country which suffered from spiritual barrenness. Israel was living 
in some very dark days. Their spiritual light was about to be extinguished. When Yahweh 
prenatally called Samson (which means “sun child”), it seemed he had raised up the 
“wonder-child” that Israel needed. Samson was to shine a light in Israel, delivering where 
his many predecessors had failed.

This picture reminds us of many superhero movies we have all watched before. At first 
the world is a dark, dreary, and unpromising place. Then, a ray of hope is born and the 
screen cuts to a picture of someone who we are left to assume will be the especially 
strong, morally uncompromising hero that will save the day. Sound familiar yet? But 
instead of the typical formula, this “hero’s” morality fails him and he makes compromises 
that send him and all who hope in him into a tailspin. That is a picture of what we read in 
this passage. 

Samson seemed to be the hero, but then he turned out to be a poor hero. Does this ruin 
the story? No! Yahweh was the true hero; the true deliverer who had a plan and a purpose. 
It was Yahweh, not Samson who delivered Israel by bringing the temple down on the Phi-
listines through Samson. 

So, the question is: “Did Samson ruin his purpose and God’s plan for his life?” Samson 
got off mission from the beginning, and thus should not be a model to be followed. But 
God still accomplished his plan in spite of the failures of his human agent. We ourselves 
are all like Samson, struggling to see past the physical realm and its temptations, strug-
gling to stay on our eternally-focused mission.

But there was one who perfectly completed his God-given mission. Jesus, our king, came 
to live a perfect life, die on a cross, and resurrect to new life. He did this because every 
one of us has failed in our mission to love God perfectly. Let us worship this king this 
Christmas season, and let us glory in the God who accomplishes his mission in spite of 
our failures. We should strive to stay on mission, but we can take comfort that God has a 
perfect plan and he is faithful to stay on mission ALL the time. 

18 Our Need for a King Who Completes the Mission (Judges 13:24–14:4)



Despite Samson’s erroneous lifestyle and sinfulness, he is included in the “Hall of Faith” 
by the writer of Hebrews in chapter 11. What Samson lacked in virtue, God made up for in 
grace.

At the end of the Samson narrative you can clearly see God’s grace given to Samson. 
That’s right, despite Samson’s disobedience to God’s law and his parent’s upbringing, 
despite him breaking his Nazirite vow and defiling himself, despite his disregard to God’s 
warnings, and despite the Philistines defeating him and disgracing him, God shows Sam-
son grace.
 
Samson was supposed to be a leader of Israel that caused the covenant people to remem-
ber their God. Yet, the story of Samson is strongly seasoned with Samson’s utter disregard 
for God and Israel. Samson only remembered Samson. Then, at the end of his life he 
finally learned his lesson. He remembered God. Samson called out to God in earnest 
prayer, “O LORD God, please remember me…” What right did Samson have to request 
such a thing of God? All his life he failed to remember his God and now he wants God to 
remember him?

Yet, in comes God’s grace and he remembers Samson. When Scripture speaks of God 
remembering someone it never means that God has forgotten him or her. It usually means 
that God is going to fulfill a previous promise or covenant made to someone according to 
his perfect will. When God remembered Samson, he blessed Samson and kept him; the 
LORD made his face to shine upon Samson and was gracious to him; the LORD lifted up 
his countenance upon Samson and gave him peace (Numbers 6:24–26). 

Samson needed the Lord to remember him. The Lord remembered Samson despite Sam-
son’s sin. Because the Lord remembered Samson the Lord’s purposes were fulfilled and 
Samson could do the Lord’s work in the final act of his life.

Israel needed a King who could remember God and who could remember them. The 
church today needs a Shepherd King who remembers his sheep and keeps them from 
wandering off. We need a leader better than Samson. One who would sacrifice Himself for 
our good. One whom His Father would temporarily forsake for our sake. One who is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. We need this King, Jesus Christ, who remembers us.

We Need a King Who Remembers Us (Judges 16:28)19



When you move to a new town, you try to make it feel like “home.” However, you can still 
feel like an outsider. You may go back and visit your hometown, thinking you will feel com-
pletely at home again, only to be surprised by how it doesn’t feel like home anymore. This 
reveals a desire that we all struggle with: we long for a place to call home.

The people of Dan were also seeking a home. They saw a fruitful land and desired to 
explore and possess it. Since “there was no king in Israel,” the people did whatever they 
wanted. They wanted to establish their own kingdom at any cost, and so they were willing 
to take extreme measures to do so. 

Like the people of Dan, we seek a place to call home, a place to settle down. We fight to 
make it the “home” we want it to be at all costs, hoping that if we do it right everything will 
be perfect. We love the things of the world and despise the people who are not making 
this life the way we want it to be; we seek to establish our own kingdom on earth. Like the 
people of Dan, we are quick to forget that we already have a King who has a better king-
dom, the only true kingdom where we can find ultimate peace, comfort, and joy. 
 
We long for a perfect home because God has put eternity into our hearts; we think we can 
turn this world into a perfect place because we forget the future that God promises to his 
people (Eccl 3:11), that he will bring us to a home that is yet to come (Heb 13:14). Christ 
came so that we might no longer seek our own kingdom, but that we might seek God’s 
kingdom with the true hope of a perfect home (1 Cor 15:19). 

May we live as strangers and exiles in a land that is not yet home. As we follow the Way 
leading us home, may we show the Way to the lost. As citizens of an everlasting kingdom 
may we no longer demand of the world what it will never be able to give us. May we 
cease to seek our kingdom and long to be with the Father, the true King, in his kingdom, 
our true and better home. May we always remember that “The LORD has established his 
throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all” (Psalm 103:19).
 

20 Our Need for a Heavenly King (Judges 18:1–13)



In Judges 17 and 18, Micah creates for himself a world in which he feels secure and filled 
up by worshipping the images of gods that he had made. Then Micah brings in a Levite to 
be a father and priest to him. He says, “Now I know that the Lord will prosper me because 
I have a Levite as priest” (Judges 17:13). In our passage today, we find the images and 
false gods that Micah has placed his trust in to be fleeting and false. The Levite leaves 
Micah at the first opportunity of something better. Not only does he leave, but the Levite 
stands silent as the Danites steal everything in which Micah placed his trust.  

When Micah discovered that his shrine was out of business with no gods and no priest, 
he called his neighbors for help, and they set off to rescue his gods. After all, a man must 
protect his gods! It was useless and foolish. He was outnumbered and overmatched. His 
rescue attempt was so irrational that the Danites ask, “What is the matter with you?” The 
attitude behind their question feels cruel, but it is a fair question for us all. Why are we 
chasing after false gods who need us to rescue them when things go wrong? 

“What have I left?” Micah reveals his empty heart that he tried to fill with idols. What idols 
are we using to fill our empty hearts? Is it in the gifts under the tree, or just a desire to 
have a Merry Christmas with family? No arguments? No tension? Have we made these 
idols in our homes? What will happen if we lose our idols? Will we need to chase after 
them to rescue them and carry our gods back for Christmas?

Our hope this Christmas comes when we trust not in the gods or idols we create, but in 
the One not made by human hands, God’s begotten Son. He does not need rescuing or to 
be carried along by us. Instead, Isaiah 46:3-9 tells us that our King is the one who carries 
us. Our King is the only one who can fill our empty heart. When the things of this world are 
gone and we ask, “What have I left?” ,the good news is that we have a King in our home 
who will never leave us or forsake us (Heb 13:5).
 

21 Our Need for the Only Begotten King
(Judges 18:14–26, Isaiah 46:3-9)



As we continue our journey in Judges leading toward another dark story, we must remem-
ber that there was no king in Israel and men lived wickedly. This includes an unnamed 
Levite. The Levite is on a mission to bring back his concubine who has left him. As we 
read in verses 3 and 4, the Levite is received well by his concubine and her father, and all 
looks good in the reconciliation of these two. The father-in-law goes over and above the 
hospitality customs of the region to the point of celebration for the Levite.

Though all seems well at this point, the details given in verse 1 to describe this Levite 
should make us stop and think. This Levite took a concubine to himself. During this time 
in Israel, it may have been acceptable in society for men to take concubines, but this was 
contrary to God’s plan for marriage and was not pleasing to God. God intended for man 
to be married to his one wife (Gen. 2:24). The Levites were specially set apart for God’s 
work. He should have recognized that God was his king. Instead of following God’s way 
of living, he made compromises to live a life accepted by his culture.

Today, if you are a believer, you are to live a life set apart for God just like the Levite was 
supposed to in Judges 19. You are set apart for good works and to be a peculiar people 
in this world today (1 Peter 2:9). Paul in his letter to the church in Rome reminds believers 
to make themselves a living sacrifice and not to be conformed to this world (Rom 12:1–2). 
The Levite was supposed to live a life set apart for the work of God, but instead made 
compromises to live a life accepted by his culture. Can the same be said about you? You 
were saved to live a life set apart for God, but have you made compromises so that you 
can live a life accepted by your culture? 

We do not simply need a king; we also need to seek to please him. When we look further 
in this narrative, we see this Levite make more decisions not pleasing to God, and it leads 
to one of the most shocking and horrendous events in Scripture. Remember, you don’t 
“fall” into sins that you regret. You walk into them, and each step taken is a decision made 
not to live a life pleasing to God. 

22 A Life Pleasing to the King (Judges 19:1–22)



During the time when Judges ruled, Israel was in turmoil. They needed a king who would 
help bring order to their nation, but could a human king have brought lasting change to 
their community and purify their wicked hearts? Only the King of kings can bring lasting 
calmness to a chaotic world and cure the wicked human heart.

These verses describe the city of Gibeah as being in chaos and gross immorality. The 
account tells of a traveler, his concubine, and their servant seeking to find a safe place to 
rest and relax for the night. An old farmer welcomes them into his home when no one else 
will. Since both the Levite and the farmer came from the same hill country of Ephraim, 
they have much to talk about as they enjoy a meal together.

As they relax, the calmness of twilight turns into the chaos of darkness. The scene is 
morally horrific as the wicked townsmen surround the house. They call the farmer to give 
up his guest that they might do unthinkable things to him. The farmer’s alternative, to give 
his virgin daughter and the concubine, fails to change their vile intent. As a last effort, the 
concubine is forced out the door into the chaos of darkness where she is violated, abused, 
and left nearly dead.
The response of the Levite also shows how far the morality of the nation has fallen. As day 
breaks, the Levite finds her on the doorstep, unresponsive. His response…put her on his 
donkey and go home.

After returning home, his concubine now dead, he seeks revenge upon the men of Gibe-
ah by inciting all Israel. He sends parts of her body to each tribe. The tribes of Israel 
recoil at the evil in Gibeah and the resulting civil war nearly causes the extinction of the 
tribe of Benjamin.
In the depravity of this account, we find the need for a king who can bring order, but not 
just any king. What people really need is a king who can change them from the inside 
out, bringing righteousness to the wicked human heart, which in turn will bring order to 
society.  

This Christmas, pause and give thanks to God for sending Jesus, the King of kings who 
brings lasting calmness to the chaos of the world and cures the wickedness within the 
human heart. 

23 Only the King of Kings Makes Hearts Righteous (Judges 19:22–30)



This episode in the horrendous saga of Judges 19-21 brings the story of the decline of the 
nation of Israel in the book of Judges full circle. After vividly illustrating the depths of the 
dark descent into religious, moral, and social wickedness, Israel fractures into violent civil 
war. Instead of conquering their enemies, they are killing their own brothers.  

The hopelessness is palpable. Led into this situation by a morally questionable Levite, the 
Israelites are leaderless and directionless. Without a king, they’ve abandoned the law, and 
their immoral wickedness has been revealed by the actions of the men of Gibeah. Every 
man continues to do what is right in his own eyes.

However, the despair of civil war causes these men to turn to God for help. They assem-
ble as one man before the LORD (v. 1). Their use of the lot to make decisions implies 
that they are appealing to Him for guidance and deferring to his leadership (v. 9). When 
negotiations with the tribe of Benjamin fail, they inquire of God for wisdom (v. 18). After the 
first attack fails they return to seek the face of God and follow his command (v. 23). When 
the second attack fails, they return to God again. This inquiry of God increases in intensity 
and earnestness, reflecting the anguish of their hearts and the helplessness of their situa-
tion. “Should we go again and fight our brother, or should we stop?” they ask (v. 28). With 
a battle plan reminiscent of the victory at Ai (Josh. 8), God himself intervenes and gives his 
people the victory (v. 35). The Lord himself hears and helps his people in the absence of a 
true king.

So it is for the followers of Christ today. Surrounded by culturally accepted immorality, 
deceived by selfish spiritual and political leaders, witnessing a social decline into wicked-
ness, we can be surrounded by hopelessness and helplessness. The despair of this world 
can lead the followers of Christ to turn on each other.  

But hope exists for the children of God. The solution that is available to Christians today 
is the same that was available to God’s children in Judges. Seek the King, worship Him, 
and inquire at his face. When stuck in indecision, seek the King! When faced with defeat, 
seek the King! When left in loneliness and defeat, seek the King! In this Christmas season, 
Christians can find their rescue and their victory in the King of kings. He is the King who 
hears and helps his people.

24 The King Who Hears and Helps (Judges 20)



The angel said to Mary, “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name Him Jesus. He will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David; and His kingdom will have no end (Luke 1:30–
33).”

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, an angel appeared to the shepherds in the surround-
ing field and said,

“Behold I bring you good news of great joy . . . for today in the city of David there has been 
born for you a Savior who is Messiah the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in the manger (Luke 2:8–12).”

King Jesus arrived differently than any other ruler. By this difference, God was commu-
nicating that a new way of ruling had arrived. God’s chosen King was born not from the 
seed of sinful Adam, but from the seed of God through the virgin, Mary. God’s chosen 
King was born not in a palace but in a humble stable. God’s chosen King was first greeted 
not by a royal emissary but by dirty shepherds. God’s chosen King was not wrapped in 
royal velvet blankets, but rags. 

Jesus’ different arrival also portended a different way of life and rule. That contrast is seen 
when Jesus’ ministry is compared to the judges you have read about during Advent. 

Ehud—the devious ruler who delivered with deceitful words
Jesus—the righteous King who delivers with “no deceit found in His mouth”

Barack—the needy ruler who delivered with the might of ten thousand men and a lady
Jesus—the need-meeting King who delivered with only the mercy of giving His life

Gideon—the fearful ruler who exalted himself
Jesus—the trusting King who humbled Himself

The King Has Arrived!25



Jephthah—the manipulative ruler who sacrificed his daughter
Jesus—the obedient King who sacrificed Himself

Samson—the corrupt ruler who delivered for vengeance over his enemies
Jesus—the holy King who delivers for the love of His enemies

Jesus’ manner of righteous humble living and His atoning death pleased His Father. This 
Jesus whom the Father has vindicated in the eyes of the world by raising Him from the 
dead and seating Him at the Father’s right hand has by decree of God become King. 
Today the King is offering forgiveness based upon His work on the cross and is willing to 
grant you His righteousness which was non-existent in any previous king. Someday He 
will return to heal all the systemic problems of creation. What is our response? Joy to the 
World! The Lord Has Come! Let Earth Receive Her King! Have you received The King this 
Christmas?

Merry Christmas!
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