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1. Two reasons this topic is important 

a. We want to be sure that we’re emphasizing that biblical counseling 
is certainly not locked into a one hour a week, one time a week, 
only done formally in an office-type approach. 

b. We want to explore ways you and your church can love your 
community more creatively and effectively to generate more 
counseling opportunities (redemptive conversations) in the days 
ahead. 

2. What does the progression frequently look like?  
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3 principles to help you and your church take the gospel to your city  

Matthew 5:13-16 - You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become 
tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.  You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives l ight to all who are 
in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

Philippians 2:15-16 - prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of 
God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in 
the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor 
toil in vain. 

I. Find Ways to Let Your Light Shine in Your Ministry Parish 

A. That is the emphasis of both passages 

Matthew 5:16 - Let your light shine before men… 

Philippians 2:15 - …among whom you appear as lights in the world… 

B. What do we mean by the word "parish"? 

C. You may have to go on a listening/learning tour 

II. Many Times the Starting Point is Doing Good Works 

Matthew 5:16 - Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may 
see your good works. 

A. But my community is really dark 

Titus 2:7 - In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds… 
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Titus 3:14 - Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet 
pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful. 

B. It is often better to light a candle than to shout at the 
darkness 

C. Faith’s story 

a. The thought process behind Faith East Community Center 

b. An unexpected gift – VOH 

c. Faith West Community Center 

d. Bethany Farms – Restoration Men’s Ministry 

III. The Goal is to Glorify God 

A. Faith Community Development Corporation 

B. Hartford Hub 

C. Northend Community Center 

 

 


