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Introduction 

“But the truth is, the only real values that can save the family are rooted in 
Scripture—they are biblical values, not just family values.  Therefore, the 
future of the family in our society hinges on the success of those who are 
committed to the truth of Scriptures.” (John MacArthur, Successful 
Christian Parenting, 9) 

1. There is h o p e  for parents because God has revealed many truths 
about parenting. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that 
the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

2 Peter 1:3 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and excellence. 

2. Parents should seek to bring glory to God by fulfilling the 
m i s s i o n  to which God has called them. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-8 "These words, which I am commanding you today, shall 
be on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk 
of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when 
you lie down and when you rise up. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.” 

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them 
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

“You have authority because God has made you His agent.  This 
means you are on His errand, not yours.  Your task is to help your 
children know God and the true nature of reality.” (Tedd Tripp, 
Shepherding a Child’s Heart, 148) 
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I. Parents face common struggles:  Having a “Parent-
Centered” or a “Child-Centered” home 

II. Parents have a common solution: The characteristics of a 
“God-Centered” home 

III. Parents have common S t e p s  to accomplish the goal 
(Eph. 6:4) 

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

A. God has given the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
particularly to the “fathers” 

“The purpose for your authority in the lives of your children is not 
to hold them under your power, but to empower them to be self-
controlled people living freely under the authority of God.” (Tedd 
Tripp, Shepherding Your Child’s Heart, 13) 

1. A w i f e  and m o t h e r  play an important part in the 
process of parenting. 

Proverbs 1:8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction and do not 
forsake your mother's teaching. 

Proverbs 6:20 My son, observe the commandment of your father and 
do not forsake the teaching of your mother. 

2. We should be s e n s i t i v e  to single moms or single 
dads who do this on their own. 

a. P r a y i n g  for them and the children. 

b. M e n t o r i n g  the children (individual 
men/women connected to each child). 

c. E n c o u r a g i n g  them and the children on a 
regular basis. 

B. O b e y  God’s command of “…do not provoke your 
children to anger“ 

1. This command d o e s  n o t  mean a parent is to never 
oppose, deny, cross, or upset the child. 
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1 Kings 1:6 His father had never crossed him at any time by asking, 
"Why have you done so?" . . .  

1 Samuel 3:13 "For I have told him that I am about to judge his house 
forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a 
curse on themselves, and he did not rebuke them.” 

2. This command d o e s  imply a child is not to be brought up 
to an angry, impulsive lifestyle. 

Proverbs 25:28 Like a city that is broken into and without walls is a 
man who has no control over his spirit. 

“To provoke…to anger suggests a repeated, ongoing pattern of 
treatment that gradually builds up a deep-seated anger and 
resentment that boils over in outward hostility.” (John 
MacArthur, Ephesians, 317) 

3. There are examples of how a child’s sinful anger might be 
expressed. 

a. Anger can take the form of open r e b e l l i o n  
against any authority. 

b. Anger can take the form of s t u b b o r n n e s s , 
passive r e s e n t m e n t , apathy, indifference, half-
hearted performance and/or silence. 

4. There are several ways a parent can a v o i d  provoking 
their children to anger. 

“In contrast to the norms of the day, Paul wants Christian 
fathers to be gentle, patient educators of their children, whose 
chief ‘weapon’ is Christian instruction focused on loyalty to 
Christ as Lord.” (Peter T. O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 
447) 

a. Make sure there is no t e n s i o n  between the parents 
(solve problems biblically). 

b. Control your a n g e r  and avoid abusive words, tones, 
and abusive correction. 
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c. Build i n v o l v e m e n t  with and give 
a t t e n t i o n  to the child (develop godly 
relationships). 

d. E d i f y  (build up) the child (avoid being overly 
critical). 

e. Be a good l i s t e n e r  (don’t answer a matter before 
you hear it) and c o m m u n i c a t o r . 

f. Understand that not every thought or action is sin, or a major 
issue in life. 

g. Help the child understand the d i f f e r e n c e  
between the scripture and house rules. 

h. Avoid having t o o  m a n y  rules and always 
c h a n g i n g  the rules. 

C. O b e y  God’s command to “. . . bring them up in the 
t e a c h i n g  of the Lord” 

 “Ultimately, the concern of parents is not simply that their sons and 
daughters will be obedient to their authority, but that through this 
godly training and admonition their children will come to know and 
obey the Lord himself.” (Peter T. O’Brian, The Letter to the Ephesians, 
447) 
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1. Parents need to realize that if they don’t t e a c h  their children, 
then somebody will! 

Proverbs 1:1-4 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 2to 
know wisdom and instruction, to discern the sayings of understanding, 3to 
receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity; 4to 
give prudence to the naive, to the youth knowledge and discretion. 

2. Parents need to provide biblical i n s t r u c t i o n  to their 
children. 

Psalm 119:9-11 How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it 
according to Your word. 10With all my heart I have sought You; do not let 
me wander from Your commandments. 11Your word I have treasured in my 
heart, that I may not sin against You. 

a. To value t r u t h   

1 Timothy 2:4 Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

1 )  C o m m a n d s  

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and 
the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the 
world.  17The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one 
who does the will of God lives forever. 

“Clear-boundary issues are situations that involve the plain 
commands of Scripture.  The call to speak the truth, to honor 
father and mother, to not steal or commit adultery or 
fornication, are all examples.” (Paul Tripp, Age of Opportunity, 
131) 

2 )  W i s d o m  

Proverbs 2:6-13 For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. 7He stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 8Guarding the 
paths of justice, and He preserves the way of His godly ones.  9Then 
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you will discern righteousness and justice and equity and every good 
course.  10For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be 
pleasant to your soul; 11discretion will guard you, understanding 
will watch over you,  12to deliver you from the way of evil, from the 
man who speaks perverse things;13from those who leave the paths of 
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness. 

“As important as biblical conviction is, and as important as it 
is to pay attention to the boundary issues, a believer spends 
most of his time grappling with wisdom issues….He lives a 
basically obedient life, but a life in which there are myriad 
situations where he needs wisdom, that is, he needs to apply 
the principles, perspectives, and themes of Scriptures so that 
his practical everyday decisions express God’s will for his life.  
In these situations, he needs wisdom because there is no clear 
‘thus says the Lord.’” (Paul Tripp, Age of Opportunity, 133) 

3 )  B o u n d a r i e s  

Romans 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

1 Corinthians 8:13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I 
will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to 
stumble. 

4 )  R e s u l t s  

Psalm 1:1-3 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
scoffers!  2But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law 
he meditates day and night.  3He will be like a tree firmly planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does 
not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers. 

Matthew 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.” 

Galatians 6:8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the 
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from 
the Spirit reap eternal life. 



 

Biblical Parenting for the Glory of God Session #2 | 7  

 
© Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries 

b. To l o v e  the Lord 

Deuteronomy 6:5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

John 14:15 If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

c. To w o r s h i p  the Lord 

“When your life is shaped by the worship of God, you live with 
his plans and purposes in view.” (Paul Tripp, What Did You 
Expect?, 270) 

Psalm 96:9 Worship the LORD in holy attire; tremble before Him, all 
the earth. 

“Part of the parent’s task is to shepherd him as a creature who 
worships, pointing him to the One who alone is worthy of his 
worship.  The question is not ‘will he worship?’  It is always 
‘whom will he worship?’” (Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s 
Heart, 21) 

d. To g l o r i f y  God 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God. 

e. To accept, appreciate, and proclaim the G o s p e l  

Judges 2:10 All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and 
there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD, 
nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 

“The gospel is simple and should be presented simply.  Parents 
have the best years of the child’s life to explain, clarify, stress, 
and reemphasize gospel truths.  The key is to be faithful and 
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consistent in both teaching and exemplifying the gospel.” (John 
MacArthur, Successful Christian Parenting, 47) 

f. To understand the h e a r t  of man 

 Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know 
my anxious thoughts; 24and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and 
lead me in the everlasting way. 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else And is 
desperately sick; who can understand it? 

Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 

3. Parents need to take advantage of the many o c c a s i o n s  
for teaching a child. 

“It is of paramount importance that we do not think for our 
children, but teach them how to think about life, employing the 
symphony of perspectives God has given us in His Word.” (Paul 
Tripp, Age of Opportunity, 137) 

a. S p e c i a l  circumstances, events, and times 

Joshua 4:5-7 And Joshua said to them, "Cross again to the ark of the 
LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up 
a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the sons 
of Israel.  6Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask 
later, saying, 'What do these stones mean to you?'  7then you shall say 
to them, 'Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan were cut off.' So these stones shall become a memorial to the sons 
of Israel forever." 

b. D a i l y  life situations: 

1) Response to a u t h o r i t y  

2) Being a s e r v a n t  versus being selfish 

3) Handling t e m p t a t i o n s  
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4) Developing a w o r k  ethic (avoid being lazy) 

5) Controlling the t o n g u e  

6) Controlling one’s t h o u g h t s  

7) Learning to l o v e  others (developing godly relationships) 

8) Committed to a l o c a l  c h u r c h   

9) Using one’s s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  

10) Living and proclaiming the G o s p e l  

4. Parents need to use a variety of m e t h o d s  in teaching each 
child. 

1) Q u e s t i o n s  and A n s w e r s  

Joshua 4:6-7 "Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children 
ask later, saying, 'What do these stones mean to you?'  7then you shall 
say to them, 'Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of 
the Jordan were cut off.' So these stones shall become a memorial to the 
sons of Israel forever." 

2) F o r m a l  teaching during your “Family Time” 

3) I n f o r m a l  times 

Deuteronomy 6:6-8 These words, which I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 

5. Parents need to be an e x a m p l e  of Christ to each child. 

Philippians 4:9 The things you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

“As a parent, you cannot give what you don’t have yourself.  We 
can only teach our children to be practically obedient to the Word, 
exercising decisive biblical conviction, if we are doing the same.  We 
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can only teach our children to wisely apply the principles of the 
Word to the issues of life if that is what we are seeking to do.  
Obedient students of the Word tend to produce the same kind of 
children.” (Paul Tripp, Age of Opportunity, 131) 
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