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Introduction 

1. Every child is a gift of the Lord. 

Psalm 127:3 Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, the fruit of the womb is 
a reward. 

2. Every parent is a steward of their child(ren). 

1 Corinthians 4:2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be 
found trustworthy. 

→ Steward = God given responsibility with accountability 

a. Each parent is under the headship of Christ as our creator, 
redeemer, and king. 

“You exercise authority as God’s agent. You may not direct your 
children for your own agenda or convenience. You must direct 
your children on God’s behalf for their good.” (Tedd Tripp, 
Shepherding Your Child’s Heart, xix) 

b. Parents are not the final authority of their children. 

“If authority best describes the parent’s relationship to the child, 
the best description of the activity of the parent is the child’s guide. 
This shepherding process helps a child to understand himself and 
the world in which he lives. The parent shepherds a child to assess 
himself and his responses. He shepherds the child to understand 
not just the “what” of the child’s actions, but also the “why.” As 
the shepherd, you want to help your child understand himself as a 
creature made by and for God.” (Tedd Tripp, Shepherding Your 
Child’s Heart, xx-xxi) 
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3. Parenting is a great opportunity for discipleship. 

Example: Judges 2:6-15—the first generation of Israelites who grew up 
in the Promised Land ‘knew neither the Lord nor what He had done for 
Israel.’ 

“The first generation of children who grew up in Palestine did not 
know who God was and did not know about the amazing things He 
did to deliver and sustain His people….The fundamental failure was a 
failure of the family to do what God intended it to do.” (Paul Tripp, 
The Age of Opportunity, 40-41) 

I. Parents face common Struggles: having a “Parent-Centered” 
or a “Child-Centered” home 
A. Defining a “Parent-Centered” home: 

“When they fail to live up to our expectations, we find ourselves not 
grieving for them and fighting for them, but angry at them, fighting 
against them, and, in fact, grieving for ourselves and our loss.” 
(Paul Tripp, The Age of Opportunity, 35) 

B.  Elements of a “Parent-Centered” home (major areas): 

1. Pride—the parent is always right or is very slow to admit one’s 
fault and seek forgiveness. 

Proverbs 16:25 There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is 
the way of death. 

 “Pride blinds us not only to our own sin but also to the true 
struggles of others.  And just as you wouldn’t entrust your eyes 
into the hands of a blind ophthalmologist (regardless of his 
experience), our kids won’t feel comfortable trusting our 
correction of them when we’re blind to our own sin, 
inconsistencies and failures.” (Jim Newheiser and Elyse 
Fitzpatrick, You Never Stop Being a Parent, 85) 

2. Control—expecting children to obey them, but the parent 
disobeys authority (God’s, etc.). 

3. Hypocrisy—expecting children to behave one way, but justifying 
one’s own behavior. 



 

Biblical Parenting for the Glory of God Session #1 | 3  

 
© Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries 

4. Busy—neglecting to get any time with each child. 

5. Inconsistency_____________—enforcing rules and corrections one 
day, but not the next. 

Proverbs 20:6 Most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness: but a 
faithful man who can find? 

6. Self  - centered  —all decisions and choices are totally based on 
the parent and his/her wishes. 

7. Impatient__________—the idea that I want my child to do 
____________________ RIGHT NOW! (reacting) 

“Nagging will always damage a relationship because it is not the 
fruit of humble respect.  It is the fruit of pride and impatience.” 
(Jim Newheiser and Elyse Fitzpatrick, You Never Stop Being a 
Parent, 88) 

8. Expectations____________—the child has to be, do, and become 
everything the parents expect of them. 

9. Idolatry________—parents making the desires of their heart more 
important than pleasing God. 

Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other gods before Me. 

Q: What are some possible “idols of the heart” for parents? (Paul 
Tripp, The Age of Opportunity, 29-38)  

→ Comfort_______ 

→ Respect_______ 

→ Appreciation__ 

→ Success_______ (spiritual, educational, occupational)  

→ Control_______ 

Q: How do you know when something is an idol of your heart? 
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1) How do you respond when you don’t get what you want? 

2) Are you willing to sin___ in order to get what you want? 

C. Defining a “Child-Centered” home: 

“A child-centered home is one in which a child believes and is 
allowed to behave as though the entire household, parents, siblings, 
and even pets exist for one purpose—to please him.” (Lou Priolo, 
The Heart of Anger, 24) 

D. Elements of a “Child-Centered” home: 

1. No consequences____________—a child clearly sins and the parents 
allow him to get away with it. 

2. Manipulation____________—a child reacts in anger, clams-up, or 
cries to get what he wants. 

3. Selfishness___________—the child gets whatever he wants (it’s all 
about the child, not others). 

4. Demanding_________—the child insists that things be done his 
way and when he wants it. 

5. Priorities__________—the child becomes more important than a 
spouse. 

6. Responsibilities________________—a child has no responsibilities 
(parents do it all for the child). 

7. Communication_____________—the child tells the parent what to 
do as if the child is equal or in charge. 

8. Never offended_________—the parents do anything they can to 
NOT offend their child. 

E. Elements of more severe______ “Parent-Centered” and/or 
“Child-Centered” homes: 

1. Abusive situations: physical, sexual, and emotional abuse 

2. Step-family issues (as a result of divorce, or sexual involvement prior 
to marriage) 
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3. Drug and/or alcohol abuse by the child 

4. Suicidal children 

5. Sexual problems (internet, actual sexual relations, and 
homosexuality) 

6. Legal violations by the parent and/or children 

II. Parents have a common Solution________: The characteristics 
of a “God-Centered” home 
A. Definition of a “God-Centered” home: 

“The concept of a God-centered home is derived from the biblical 
principle that the purpose of every Christian is to glorify God (1 
Cor. 10:31; 1 Cor. 6:20).  In contrast to a child-centered home, 
where pleasing and serving the child is the dominant theme, the 
God-centered home is one in which everyone is committed to 
pleasing and serving God.  God’s desires are exalted over everyone 
else’s. Everyone in the family may be expected to sacrifice personal 
pleasure if God’s will requires it.  This philosophy teaches children 
to serve rather than be served, to honor rather than be honored, to 
give (be loving rather than take [be selfish].” (Lou Priolo, The Heart 
of Anger, 26-27) 

B. Elements of a “God-Centered” home: 

1. Truth_____:  The source of truth (inspired & sufficient Word of 
God) 

2 Timothy 3:15-16 And that from childhood you have known the sacred 
writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  16All Scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

2. Worship_______:  Loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength and loving others 
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Matthew 22:37-39 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE 
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38"This is the great 
and foremost commandment.  39The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'” 

3. Glorifying__________ God:  By thinking and acting like Christ 

Matthew 3:17 And behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God. 

Philippians 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 
Christ Jesus. 

Colossians 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. 

4. Gospel______: Who Christ is and who you are in Christ 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.” 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 

“The cross was the centerpiece of Paul’s theology.  It wasn’t 
merely one of Paul’s messages; It was the message.  He taught 
about other things as well, but whatever he taught was always 
derived from, and related to, the foundational reality that Jesus 
Christ died so the sinner would be reconciled to God and 
forgiven by God.” (C.J. Mahaney, The Cross Centered Life, 11) 

5. Heart_____: Dealing with issues of the heart, not simply outward 
behavior 
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Matthew 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.” 

“Your child’s heart determines how he responds to your 
parenting.” (Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart, 16) 

C.  Results of a God-centered home: 

1. Right view of self____ 

2. Right view of others______ 

a. Love____ them 

b. Serve_____ them 

 

 

 

Recommended Resources 
A Biblical Approach to Parenting (available through Faith Resources). 
Hadidian, Allen et. Al. Creative Family Times. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 

1989. 
MacDonald, James. Seven Words to Change Your Family…While There’s Still 

Time. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 2002. 
Mack, Wayne. Your Family, God’s Way. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian & 

Reformed Publishing Company, 1991. 
Murdoch, Mark Ruth. Raising a Christian Daughter in an MTV World.  

Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2000. 
Sande, Ken. Peacemaking for Families. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 

2002. 
Tripp, Paul. Age of Opportunity. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2001. 
 

 


