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T/F—God will use His word to transform me and/or my counselee 
whether we understand it or not. 

Nehemiah 8 (NASB95)1 And all the people gathered as one man at the 
square which was in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the 
scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had given to 
Israel. 2 Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, 
women and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of 
the seventh month. 3 He read from it before the square which was in front 
of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of 
men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. … 5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of 
all the people for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. … 7 Also, … the Levites, explained the 
law to the people while the people remained in their place. 8 They read 
from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that 
they understood the reading. 9 Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, 
and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said 
to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the 
law.  

1 Corinthians 14:6-11 (NASB95) 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you 
speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak to you 
either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching? 
7 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if 
they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known 
what is played on the flute or on the harp? 8 For if the bugle produces an 
indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle? 9 So also you, 
unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be 
known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 There 
are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind 
is without meaning. 11 If then I do not know the meaning of the 
language, I will be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one 
who speaks will be a barbarian to me. 
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I. Importance Of This Study 
A. Our Tool –The Inspired Word of God 

→ 2 Timothy 2:15: God's "Word of Truth" 

→ 2 Timothy 3:15, 16 God’s breath 

B. Our Responsibility   

James 3:1 (NASB95)1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, 
knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment. 

C.  Our Efforts  

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word 
of truth. 

1 Timothy 4:13-16  Until I come, give attention to the public reading of 
Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 14 Do not neglect the spiritual 
gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance 
with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these 
things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. 
16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these 
things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and 
for those who hear you. 

D. Insufficient approaches to the Word of God 

1. Informational Approach to the Word of God—What can I know?  
As if Godliness is KNOWLEGDE:  Results in pride/delusion (1 
Cor 8:1, James 1:22)—Me centered 

2. Devotional Approach to the Word of God—What can I do? As if 
Godliness is BUSYNESS:  Results in Legalism/Zeal without 
knowledge and a works orientation—“God will punish me for 
failing to have my devo’s” —Me centered 

3. Mystical Approach to the Word of God—How can I feel good?  As 
if Godliness is GOOD FEELINGS:  Results in Feeling orientation 
and expectations that something will jump off the page and 
speak to me; “What impresses me?” — Me centered 
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E. Necessary Approach to the Word of God 

→ Meditational Approach to the Word of God—What has God 
communicated/and how should I respond now?  Godliness is 
implementation of true righteousness with the right motives 
from a transformed heart:  Results in wisdom and maturity—
God centered. 

→ Study the Bible with the purpose of seeking to understand 
what GOD HAS SAID so then you may respond properly in 
heart and behavior in order to mature. 

II. From Where Did “Hermeneutics” originate? 
A. Universal principles bound up in the act of 

communication of meaning from one being to another.  
These universal principles are intrinsic to reality just as 
is moral laws and scientific laws to our universe. 

B. Intrinsically part of the essence of God—“The Word” 
(that which communicates or explains God, i.e. Jesus 
Christ) was “in the beginning” (John 1:1, 18). 

C. Imparted to man as a divine image bearer. 
D. Consists of “language” by which we order concepts in 

our minds to match reality.  Language is a paradigm, a 
system, or a convention of rather arbitrary signs and 
symbols and the rules (grammar and syntax) that a 
people group share in order to convey concepts and 
intentions to one another. 

E. Language was confused as part of divine judgment in 
Genesis 12.  Thus real communication became much 
more difficult. 

F. The sin cursed mind and the complexity involved in 
“working backwards” toward an ancient language 
system bound in its ancient historical and cultural 
context are the reasons for different interpretations of 
the Bible and the various denominations.  This 
ultimately is a result of judgment from God. 

G. This, then is another reason we must work diligently to 
understand God’s Word. 
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H. Hermeneutics basically is the science and art of Bible 
interpretation which is bound by universal principles 
of the communication of meaning. 

→ In the NT the word "hermineia" has numerous usages such as:  
interpretation, to interpret, to explain, to translate, interpreter, 
to lead out, show one the way, and to  make the meaning 
clear.  (cf. *Luke 24:27) 

→ "As a theological discipline hermeneutics is the science of the 
correct interpretation of the Bible.  It is a special application of 
the general science of linguistics and meaning.  It seeks to  
formulate those particular rules, which pertain to the special 
factors connected with the Bible.  It stands in the same 
relationship to exegesis that a rulebook stands to a game.  The 
rulebook is written in terms of reflection, analysis, and 
experience.  The game is played by concrete actualization of 
the rules.  The rules are not the game, and the game is 
meaningless without the rules. "  Bernard Ramm, Protestant 
Biblical Interpretation 

 

by John Wycliffe:  
(1324-1384) 

"It shall greatly help ye to understand Scripture, 
If thou mark not only what is spoken or wrytten, 
But of whom, 
And to whom, 
With what words, 
At what time, 
Where, 
To what intent, 
With what circumstances 
Considering what goeth before and what followeth." 
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III. Interpretation Process of the Authoritative Scriptures 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do I see? 
Make observations until you 
can understand the 
conventions of the ancient 
communication system so that 
you can clearly discern the 
following: 
→ Purpose of larger unit in 

which text is found 
(paragraph, chapter, 
book) 

→ Author 
→ Audience 
→ Historical situation 
→ Location and 

geographical concerns 
→ Cultural background 
→ Literary type (Psalm, 

Epistle. Proverb, etc) 
→ Grammar and Syntax 

considerations 
→ Key word meanings in 

context 
→ Use original languages, 

Bible Dictionaries, 
Commentaries, computer 
software to help you 
discern all of this. 

What does the text mean? 
I. Synthesize all your 

observations (i.e. draw 
conclusions from the data) 
to determine the one and 
only meaning or concept 
conveyed by the text. 
Remember the following in 
your synthesis: 

II. Your interpretation must be 
consistent with the purpose 
of the passage. 

III. Your interpretation must be 
consistent with the context 
of the passage.  

IV. You interpretation must be 
consistent with the rest of 
the Scripture.  This is the 
“unity” principle that states 
that an interpretation of a 
specific passage of 
Scripture cannot contradict 
the rest of Scripture. 

V. However, because of 
progressive revelation, a 
text in a chronologically 
prior setting could not 
mean something that was 
only revealed later. 

VI. When you think you 
understand a passage, try 
stating it’s meaning 
precisely and concisely in 
your own words. 

What is its significance 
today? 
→ What contextual clues 

give indications as to how 
God wanted the readers of 
that particular passage to 
respond?  

→ Am I, in my situation, 
sufficiently similar 
enough that I should 
respond the same way?   

→ There is only one 
interpretation of a passage 
but there are potentially 
infinite applications of a 
passage. 

→ We do not change truth to 
fit our current culture.  
Rather we change our 
application of the truth in 
light our current needs. 

 
 

Concept Application Observation 



 

The Counselor’s Study of God’s Word | 6  

 
© Faith Biblical Counseling Ministr ies 

IV. Hermeneutics Illustration in Acts 1:8 

Acts 1:1-7 (NASB95)1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all 
that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was taken up to 
heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom 
He had chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His 
suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of 
forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 

Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you 
heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come 
together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are 
restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 
8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria and even to the remotest part of the earth. 

 

A. Observations:   
 

→ Purpose of Writing? 

→ Author? 

→ Audience? 
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Understanding the Terms:  How do we determine the meaning of a 
particular word?  We need to think about the following 3 considerations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example:  The word “Power” in Acts 1:8 
From Enhanced Strongs Concordance  
1411 δύναμις  { doo’-nam-is}  
from 1410; TDNT - 2:284,186; n f 
AV - power 77, mighty work 11, strength 7, miracle 7, might 4, virtue 3, 
mighty 2, misc 9; 120 
GK - 1539 { duvnami" } 
1) strength power, ability 
1a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or 

which a person or thing exerts and puts forth 
1b) power for performing miracles 
1c) moral power and excellence of soul 
1d) the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth 
1e) power and resources arising from numbers 
1f) power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts 

Question: This is the possible range of meanings for this word “power.” 
Obviously the specific meaning of a term used in Acts 1:8 does not mean 
everything the word could possibly mean.  Why?   

 

Specific Meaning 

What the word could mean.  

 

How the word was used in the 
Bible. 

 

What the word meant in a 
specific text. 

Usage 

Semantic Range 
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How do we narrow the meaning of power in Acts 1:8 down? Let’s look at 
the way Luke uses that term in the rest of his book.  After looking for the 
word “dunnamis” in a Lexicon you can now see that we can generate a list 
of where that word is used and we find that Luke uses that same word in 
these locations. 

Acts 2:22  “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a 
man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which 
God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know 

Acts 3:12  But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, “Men of 
Israel, why do you marvel at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our 
own power or piety we had made him walk? 

Acts 4:7 And when they had placed them in the center, they began to 
inquire, “By what power, or in what name, have you done this?” 8 Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of the 
people, 9 if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to 
how this man has been made well, 

Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 

Acts 6:8  And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great 
wonders and signs among the people. 

Acts 8:10  Now there was a certain man named Simon, who formerly was 
practicing magic in the city, and astonishing the people of Samaria, 
claiming to be someone great; 10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, 
were giving attention to him, saying, “This man is what is called the 
Great Power of God.” 

Acts 8:13 And even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he 
continued on with Philip; and as he observed signs and great miracles 
taking place, he was constantly amazed. 

Acts 10:38  “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him. 
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Acts 19:11 11 And God was performing extraordinary miracles by the 
hands of Paul, 

Question:  What is the predominate meaning of “power” that Luke uses in 
these various passages of Acts?  

Question:  So that may give us some clue to what power means in Acts 1:8.  
But still ultimately, the context of Acts 1:8 must support this.  What 
contextual clues in the text of Acts 1 & 2 help you determine the meaning 
of “power” in Acts 1:8 
 
Example:  The word “witness” in Acts 1:8 
(From Stong's Concordance) 
3144 μάρτυς{ mar’-toos}  
1) a witness  1a) in a legal sense      
1b) an historical sense     
1b1) one who is a spectator of anything, e.g. of a contest    
1c)   in an ethical sense    
1c1)  those who after his example have proved the strength and 

genuineness of their faith in Christ by undergoing a violent death 

*Acts 1:21 “It is therefore necessary that of the men who have 
accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us— 22 beginning with the baptism of John, until the day that He was 
taken up from us—one of these should become a witness with us of His 
resurrection.” 

Acts 2:21-33 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, 
that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID  His flesh 
SUFFER DECAY. 32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all 
witnesses. 33 “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He 
has poured forth this which you both see and hear. “This Jesus God raised 
up again, to which we are all witnesses. 

Acts 3:14 “But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for 
a murderer to be granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, the 
one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 16 
“And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has 
strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which 
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comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
you all. 

Acts 5:31 “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince 
and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 
“And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom 
God has given to those who obey Him.” 

Acts 6:13 And they put forward false witnesses who said, “This man 
incessantly speaks against this holy place, and the Law; 14 for we have 
heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter 
the customs which Moses handed down to us.” 

*Acts 7:58 And when they had driven him out of the city, they began 
stoning him, and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 And they went on stoning Stephen as he 
called upon the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”  (cf.  Acts 
22:21“And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one 
synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in 
Thee. 20 ‘And when the blood of Thy witness Stephen was being shed, I 
also was standing by approving, and watching out for the cloaks of 
those who were slaying him.’) 

*Acts 10:37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout 
all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 
38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him. 39 
“And we are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem. And they also put Him to death by hanging Him 
on a cross. 40 “God raised Him up on the third day, and granted that He 
should become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who 
were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us, who ate and drank with 
Him after He arose from the dead. 

*Acts 13: 30 “But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for many days 
He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people 

*Acts 22:13 ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very time I 
looked up at him. 14 “And he said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed 
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you to know His will, and to see the Righteous One, and to hear an 
utterance from His mouth. 15 ‘For you will be a witness for Him to all 
men of what you have seen and heard. 

*Acts 26: 15 “And I said, ‘Who art Thou, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am 
Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 ‘But arise, and stand on your feet; 
for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a 
witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the 
things in which I will appear to you; 

B.  Synthesizing the Concept/Meaning 

→ How would you precisely state the meaning of Acts 1:8 based 
upon all that we have observed so far? 

Jesus Christ promises the 11 disciples special miraculous 
powers when the Holy Spirit would come to them that would 
accompany and verify their eye witness accounts as they 
testified to the truth of the events they had heard and seen 
regarding Jesus of Nazareth.  They would start testifying 
locally and then move geographically outward to all parts of 
the world. 

→ Can you give evidence that your conclusion fit with the 
purpose of Acts?   

→ Does your conclusion contradict other Scripture? 

→ Can you give evidence that your conclusion harmonizes with 
other Scripture? 

C. Application  

→ Two basic considerations:   

1. What contextual clues give me indications as to how God 
wanted the readers of that particular passage to respond?  How 
were they to relate the truth to their lives there and then? 

→ Luke 1:1 and Acts 1:1 - All of this was written to confirm 
truth! 

→ Acts 1:8, the terms Power and Witness were significant in 
their meaning because they were “truth verifiers” 
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So, we could legitimately conclude that this passage is here 
to encourage us in that the things recounted by the apostles 
and done by the apostles were absolute historical fact!  In 
Fact, other scriptures help us understand that this response 
is a legitimate response.  Look at Hebrews 2:1-4  (Note verse 
4 and then note verse 1 again about our response—we must 
pay much closer attention to what we have!) 

2. Am I in my situation sufficiently similar enough that I should 
respond the same way?   

In Acts 1:8 the answer is obvious yes, the apostles wanted the 
entire world (Acts 1:8) to know the truth and respond 
similarly…which includes us! And the record of the miraculous 
powers they had was to confirmed the authority they had for 
that generation and for future readers of Scripture 

So, what may be some legitimate applications of Acts 1:8. . . 

→ When I read now, the New testament, I will read it more 
seriously because of Acts 1:8 

→ When I speak of the Bible to my friends I will speak of it in a 
more authoritative way because of Acts 1:8 

→ When I quote some of Scripture to my friends I can quote it 
more boldly because I am confident that it is true 

→ I will take more seriously the church because that is what 
Christ established through these apostles—And that is the 
Truth! 

Other questions to help you relate the meaning of the text to 
you in your situation 

a. 1. Is there a general example for me to follow?  How could I start 
following that today? In what ways have I not followed that? 

b. 2. Is there a universal principle for me to follow?  How have I not 
followed that in the past?  How can I follow that today? 

c. 3. Is there a common sin to avoid?  What thoughts and actions do I 
take today to avoid that?  How have I committed that sin in the past, 
presently?  What do I do now if I have committed that sin? 
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d. 4. Is there a universal promise to believe?  How would believing this 
promise look in my life today?  What evidences have I given that I 
don’t believe that? 

e. 5. Is there a prayer to emulate?  For whom or what can I emulate this 
prayer?  What has hindered me from praying this way? 

f. 6. Is there a command to obey?  How could I obey that today?  How 
have I not obeyed that in the past? 

g. 7. Is there a condition to meet?  What could I do today to meet that 
condition?  How have I failed to meet that in the past? 

h. 8. Is there a verse to memorize?  When will I begin? 

i. 9. Is there a error to mark?   Have I fallen into that error before?  
How will I avoid it next time? 

j. 10. Is there a challenge to face?  How Have I avoided that in the past?  
What will I do if I face this? 

k. 11. Is there a new truth to understand?  How has my knowledge 
been incomplete in the past?  What am I now to do with this 
knowledge? 
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Books on Hermeneutics 

Living by the Book, Howard G. Hendricks and William D. Hendricks. 

Living by the Book:  The Joy of Loving and Trusting God’s Word, James 
Motgomery Boice. 

Learning and Living God’s Word, Daniel J. Estes (RBP).  

What To Do on Thursday. A Layman’s Guide to the Practical Use of Scripture, 
Jay Adams. 

How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth - 4th edition. Gordon Fee and Douglas 
Stuart. 

Cracking Old Testament Codes, A Guide to Interpreting the Literary Genres of 
the Old Testament,  D. Brent Sandy & Ronald L. Giese, Jr. 

The Hermeneutical Spiral, Grant R. Osborne. 

God, Language, and Scripture, Reading the Bible in the light of General 
Linguistics, Moises Silva. 

Toward an Exegetical Theology, Biblical Exegesis for Preaching and Teaching, 
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. 
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