
THIRD AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR COUNSELING 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

General Information 
The Associate Pastor for Counseling’s primary responsibility is to lead in the implementation of the vision of Third 
Avenue Baptist Church, with particular emphasis on counseling. The Associate Pastor for Counseling must be a 
servant leader with the ability to think strategically about 3ABC’s counseling efforts, effectively organize and 
execute that strategy, and encourage members of 3ABC to be joyfully involved in those efforts. This position gives 
final report to the elders and the congregation, and is supervised by the Senior Pastor. He will function in the 
following roles: 

Pastor and Elder 
First and foremost, the Associate Pastor for Counseling will serve as a shepherd for the members of 3ABC. 

- Serve as an Elder of 3ABC.
- Teach, preach, and lead publicly as necessary.
- Disciple, care for, and counsel 3ABC members, including marital and pre-marital counseling, etc.
- Attend staff meetings, service reviews, staff debriefing meetings, and other gatherings of the staff.
- Attend meetings of and assist in leadership of 3ABC Pastoral Internship.
- Attend the services of the church and address problems and needs as they arise.

Strategic Leader and Executor in Counseling Ministry 
While the Associate Pastor for Counseling should seek to shepherd the church as a whole, his particular focus will 
be on leading 3ABC’s growth in counseling ministry and the development and improvement of the infrastructure 
necessary to do that ministry well.   

- Lead in further developing 3ABC’s vision and position on counseling, and think strategically and
practically about the best ways to implement that vision in the life and ministry of the church.

- Normally assume the lead role in crisis counseling cases, or work with other pastors to provide support
and input in crisis cases.

- Serve as the primary contact for 3ABC Home Group Leaders regarding difficult counseling situations in
their groups.

- Create new (and improve existing) strategies, systems, and processes for assessing needs and providing
counseling to 3ABC members.

- Develop criteria and processes for referral of members to outside counselors or other professionals.  Build
relationships with trusted outside counselors and professionals.

- Develop training and perhaps certification criteria for various levels of counselors within 3ABC’s
counseling structure.

- Coach, consult with, and resource all counselors within the church.
- Manage the progress of all counselees and report on those to the Elders as requested.

Strategic Leader and Executor in Counseling Training 
While the Associate Pastor for Discipleship will be involved in a good deal of personal counseling himself, an equal 
part of his focus should be on training others to counsel---that is, on generally raising the competence-level of the 
entire church in the area of counseling.  

- Develop strategies and infrastructure for training 3ABC members, HGLs, staff, and elders in counseling.
- Create and compile resources for training in counseling at every level, from crisis counseling to every-

member counseling and discipleship.



- Create, execute and teach Sunday School classes, training programs, seminars, conferences and other
events in order to train 3ABC members and leaders in counseling.

- Consider creating a counseling internship program.
- Pursue personal continuing education in the form of reading, writing, conferences, classes, certifications,

degrees, etc.

Overseer and Supervisor of Counseling Staff 
- Supervise the work of one or more counseling pastoral assistants and/or staff interns.
- In the future, supervise the work of employed staff counselors, perhaps including a women’s counselor, a

marriage counselor, etc.

3ABC’s Representative in the Larger Counseling Community 
- Strengthen 3ABC’s relationship with the counseling community in Louisville.
- In the future, consider whether and how to make 3ABC’s counseling resources available to members of

other local churches in an effort to serve the universal church in Louisville.
- As opportunity arises, participate in speaking opportunities at counseling conferences.
- As opportunity arises, write articles and books in your area of expertise.
- In the future, consider organizing and hosting public workshops, conferences, etc. at 3ABC.

Interested applicants should contact  Deepak Reju <deepak.reju@capbap.org>



                  Third Avenue Baptist Church 
                Guiding Principles for Counseling 

 
 
 
Biblically Based  
The central aim of Scripture is the glorification of the one triune God in all areas of human life. Because he is the 
infinite and all-glorious Creator, and because we are created in his image, our only source of lasting happiness and 
fulfillment is found by living in relationship with him and actively participating in reflecting his glory. We believe 
all truth is rooted in the written Word of God, the only sufficient, certain, and authoritative rule of all saving 
knowledge, faith, and obedience. Therefore, our understanding of human identity, of the sinful human condition, and 
of God’s ways of transforming people is generated and driven by biblical teaching. The Bible is thus our primary 
counseling tool in bringing truth to bear regarding who God is; who we are as fallen image-bearers; how sin has 
marred and disordered every aspect of our lives; and the love, grace, hope for change, and transforming power that 
God extends to us amid the hardships we face in a fallen and broken world.  
 
Christ Centered 
We believe the hope and love that God extends to all people is centered on the person, work, and gospel of Jesus 
Christ. As the divinely appointed mediator between God and man, Christ—through his life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension—sets those who believe in him free from sin and gives them eternal life. This gospel is our only hope for 
wholeness in this age or eternal life in the next one. Christ therefore stands at the center of our counseling, for it is 
only in relationship with him that our souls find true joy, rest, and guidance as we navigate the hardships of life.  
 
Relationally Oriented  
Ultimately, what Christ purchased for us through his redemptive work is an eternal relationship with the triune 
God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit who harmoniously carry out their distinct roles in the great work of our 
redemption and sanctification. Furthermore, God created human beings to be in relationship with each other, thus 
reflecting his own eternal relationality. Therefore we affirm that our relationship with God is best nurtured not in 
solitude, but by means of and in the context of relationship with God’s people, the church. God has given his church 
a plethora of gifts for the encouragement and building up of his saints. Our counseling thus relies heavily on those 
gifts in the context of a redeemed community.  
 
Holistically Informed  
We affirm that people created in the image of God are inherently and gloriously complex. God created us to be, at 
once, physical and spiritual beings. Therefore, our approach to counseling is a holistic one. We recognize the 
wisdom, at times, of taking advantage of the common grace God has provided us in the form of medical 
professionals and specialists who, by means of specific expertise and in keeping with these principles, can help 
people move toward personal wholeness, interpersonal competence, psychological stability, and ultimately spiritual 
growth.  
 
Humbly Approached  
Because we ourselves are complex individuals with multiple layers to our stories, sins, sufferings, and joys, we aim 
to approach our counselees with humility and empathy. As counselors, we want to address the complexities of life 
with the same grace, love, gentleness, and truth with which Jesus addressed them. Furthermore, we understand that 
we are not the Savior; we cannot change people, nor can we make them change. We also recognize that people are 
not helped according to our preferred timeline, predetermined programs, or prescribed methods. Our role is to listen 
carefully, to love well, to help them take advantage of all the means of grace God provides, to patiently walk with 
them in encouragement and support, and to pray that God will give healing and wholeness according to his perfect 
wisdom and goodness.  
 
 


