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Biblical Motherhood - Marriage and Family
STUDENT

Teaching Time (6:35-6:55 PM)
IV.  Carry out God’s purpose and plan efficiently through complementary roles in marriage  (10 minutes)

A. Marriage provides a companionable partnership with unity and purpose in completing the Creation Mandate.
Gen 2:15-17  15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”
Gen 2:18   Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper (EZER) suitable for him.” 
Gen 2:24 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

B.  Marriage provides unconditional love and acceptance, imaging God the Father’s and Jesus the Son’s love and acceptance of us.  Gen 2:25 

C. Marriage allows us to coordinate the completion of the Creation Mandate efficiently under biblical authority structures. Ephesians 5:22-28 

D.  Marriage allows us to image Christ’s intimate relationship with the church vividly.  Biblical marriage is an application of the gospel. Marriage was designed to provide companionship, pleasure, and enjoyment.  Marital sex tells the physical story that a spiritual union has taken place.  Human marriage was designed to tell the story that a spiritual union has taken place between Christ and the church. Husbands represent Jesus and wives represent the church.  Jesus sacrifices to purify and strengthen the church, and husbands are commanded to mirror that. Wives represent the church who is being sanctified.  Eph 5:25-33

V. Replicate God’s purpose and plan through families 
A.  The family creates a secure and stable foundation from which new life can enter the world.  Gen 1:28 

B. Family provided the relationship, safety, direction, and provision for receiving and generationally replicating God’s purpose for humans. Deut 4:4-9, Deut 6:4-9, Eph 6:1-4 

C.  Together, all family members worship, work, and are educated to fulfill God’s mission for themselves and the created world.  Col 3:12-17 

D. Each member works together for a unified, common vision under the leadership of the husband/daddy (if present).  Col 3:18-21 

Optional Memory Verse: Gen 2:18   Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 


Table Time (6:55-7:50 PM)
Table Discussion Questions
1.  Have you been viewing your marriage as a companionable partnership that helps you better complete your purpose and plan in fulfilling the Creation Mandate as an individual?
2. **What kind of story is your marriage telling?
3. How have you valued your family for the same reasons God values the family?
4. How have you tried to promote a tone within your family that makes it a good place for kids to grow up to learn and replicate God’s ways in their own life?
5. **How are you doing at teaching your children God’s prescribed plan and purpose and then helping them to know how to apply it?
6. How are you doing at helping  your family to embrace following the leadership of your husband / daddy? If you are a single parent, how do you handle leadership for your family?

Homework
Discuss Reading Assignment 4
1. What sentences or concepts from the reading stood out to you in this assignment?
2. What questions do you have about the reading this week?
3. How did you practice something you learned?

Reading Assignment #5 is due for next week

Table Time Prayer Request Question:
	
	In what areas would you like to grow in your marriage and family God more? How would that help you glorify God more?
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Prayer as a Table about the prayer requests gathered this evening  

Large Group Discussion Questions:
What kind of story is your marriage telling?		How are you doing at teaching your children God’s prescribed plan and purpose and then helping them to know how to apply it?
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