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Isaiah 6 
Introduction:  G. K. Beale states---“We resemble what we 
revere, either for ruin or restoration.” 

The famous chapter of Isaiah 6 is embedded in the context of idolatry. 
This chapter gives a theology of idolatry and details God’s response to 
idolatry. Isaiah 6 shows God’s people four tragic reversals of God’s plan 
for His people because of idolatry and one redemptive response to man’s 
idolatry. 

I. Reversal #1: Idolatry is a Reversal of Our Sustaining 
Delight—man worshipping futility rather than the 
Incomparable God (vv. 1-5). 
A. In the context of a people who are blind and deaf, not 

seeing and not hearing, what is Isaiah doing?  Seeing 
and Hearing! 

B. What IS Isaiah seeing and hearing, that the people are 
not?!! 

1. To say that God is “holy” is to say that He is unlike anything else 
in the heavens, on the earth, or in the waters, or any physical 
pleasure, or any physical possession, or any position of power. 

2. Holy = Incomparable 

3. In Isaiah the term “The Holy One” referring to Yahweh, God is 
used 27 times  (Is 1:4; 5:19, 24, 10:20; 12:6; 17:7; 29:19, 23; 30:11, 12, 
15; 31:1; 37:23; 40:25; 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3, 14; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17; 49:7; 
54:5; 55:5; 60:9, 14). 

C. Why are the people blind and deaf and unable to see 
and hear the HOLY ONE? 

→→ Eg. Isaiah 1:4 “Alas, sinful nation, people weighed down with 
iniquity, offspring of evildoers, sons who act corruptly! They 
have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One 
of Israel, they have turned away from Him.” 
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II. Reversal #2:  Idolatry is a Reversal of Purpose—man living 
for and representing himself rather than the Incomparable 
God (vv. 5-9a). 

A. Remember from Gen 1:26—God makes man in His 
image to represent Him. 

B. In idolatry, mankind makes “god” in man’s image. The 
“gods” exist to serve man. 

C. What is the significance of Isaiah’s mouth being 
cleansed? 

“It may be that the cleansing of Isaiah’s “mouth” and “lips” 
reflects an ancient Near Eastern ritual known as ‘the washing 
of the mouth,” which was known at the time of Isaiah.  Isaiah’s 
presence at the threshold of the temple, the burning of his lips 
and the pronouncement of his cleansing (“your iniquity is 
taken away”) appears to be a parody of an ancient Near 
Eastern ritual by which idols were prepared for the gods to 
dwell in them.  If this is correct, then the scene in Isaiah 6:1-8 
would be a way of mocking the idolatrous institutions of the 
day and show that Isaiah himself is the true living image of the 
true God”  - G. K. Beale, We Become What We Worship, p. 64. 

III. Reversal #3: Idolatry is a Reversal of Man’s Created 
Glory—God renders man futile instead of growing into 
the image of the Incomparable God (vv. 9b-10). 

→→ We “become” what we worship 

IV. Reversal #4: Idolatry is a Reversal of Blessing—God 
destroys idolatry and brings forth a new people who will 
accomplish His goal of filling the earth with His 
Incomparable Glory through His representatives (vv. 11-
13). 

→→ The Old Man has to be crucified! 

V. God’s Reversal of Man’s Reversal—Redemption Through 
Jesus Christ 
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A. Isaiah 7:14—Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, 
and she will call His name Immanuel. 

B. Isaiah 11:1–2—Then a shoot will spring from the stem 
of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The 
Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

C. The ONE WHO ONLY WORSHIPPED THE 
INCOMPARABLE GOD, Matthew 4:10—Then Jesus 
said to him, “Go Satan!  For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’” 

D. The PERFECT VISIBLE REPRESENTATION OF THE 
INVISIBLE GOD, Hebrews 1:3—And He is the 
radiance of His glory and the exact representation of 
His nature. 

E. The ONE WHO HEALS THE BLIND, DEAF, CAPTIVE, 
Matthew 12:22—Then a demon-possessed man who was 
blind and deaf/mute was brought to Jesus, and He 
healed him, so that the deaf/mute man spoke and saw. 

F. The ONE IN WHOSE IMAGE GOD IS FILLING THE 
EARTH —Romans 8:28–29 And we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 

→→ If we worship Jesus who will we become like?  (Romans 8:29) 

IV. Implications for Counseling 

A. The root issue of all of our problems is idolatry. 

B. Your counselees are pursuing earthly pleasures and 
treasures because they do not see that GOD is better 
than their earthly pleasures and treasures. 
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C. Counseling must expose the idolatrous nature of our 
life. 

D. Counseling that does not deal with the counselee’s 
functional idolatry, the counselee’s purpose in life and 
who God is in relationship to the counselee—will be 
futile. 

E. The only solution to idolatry is seeing God is greater 
than our idolatrous earthly pleasures and treasures. 

F. The way we see that God is better is seeing the beauty 
of Jesus and His work in the Gospel. 

G. Help the counselee see the futility of their functional 
gods in contrast to the Incomparable God. 

H. Use Scriptures such as Isaiah 40:12-31 and Job 38-42 to 
broaden their understanding of Who God is. 

I. Use the Gospels to expose them to who Jesus is and His 
work. 
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