Seder Meal
Need
· Bowl with water
· 4 cups of wine
· Matzah (plate with 3 pieces + individual plates) 
· Parsley and salt water
· Horseradish
· Charoset
Tonight we will experience a Seder meal. We have a special table set, we will read special words, and eat special food that remind us of how God rescues people! 
Seder means “ordered” so this is an ordered meal the Jews took part in as a part of Passover as a remembrance of how God delivered them out of Egypt. A traditional seder meal has 15 steps and takes around 4 hours soooo tonight we will just have time to do an abbreviated version of that. We will skip the main meal and a few of the steps as well as the hymns they sing and many of the things they would say and I will just preface this by saying I am not an expert and will likely not do it perfectly so I encourage you to look into it if you’d like to do this with your family. 
What is Passover?
Jews observe Passover for seven days, beginning on the 15th of the Jewish month Nisan (usually in April). It begins with a special Seder meal and ceremony that is centered around remembering the exodus of Israel from Egyptian slavery.
Instructions for the first Passover are set out in Exodus 12 & 13 where the Israelites were slaves in Egypt for generations, and now God is judging Egypt to fulfill the promise that the Israelites would have the land of Canaan.  God sent Moses to lead them out, but Pharaoh refused to let them go.  Plague after plague came upon Egypt including turning the Nile River into blood, frogs, flies, hail, locusts, gnats, yet Pharaoh’s heart still remains hard and he refuses to let them go. God gives Moses and Aaron instructions for the final plague where the angel of death would kill the first born son of every family:
Each Hebrew family is to sacrifice a lamb without blemish on the evening of the 14th day of the first month. They are to place the blood of the lamb on the outside of their doorframes and eat the lamb roasted, along with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. On the night of the 14th day, the angel of death will kill the first born sons of Egypt but will pass over the homes with the blood of the lamb on the doorframe. Everyone inside will be safe. God commands His people to remember that night every year- to gather, eat this meal, and tell the story again and again so that future generations would never forget how God rescued them. Exodus 13:8-9 Tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ This observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the Lord is to be on your lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand.”
Why would we celebrate Passover?
We are celebrating a Messianic Passover because we are showing how Christ is the fulfillment of the symbols of the Passover. 
1. As Christians we have the blessing of seeing how the Old Testament symbolically points to Jesus. Throughout the Seder there are Biblical illustrations and Jewish traditions that remind us that just as the Jews were rescued out of slavery to Egypt we have been rescued from slavery to sin by Jesus. Just as the lamb’s blood covered the doorposts and brought protection, Jesus-the Lamb of God-shed His blood so that death would pass over us.  The symbolism in Passover is unique and so beautiful.
2. Passover is celebrated this time of year because it is part of the Easter Story: When the disciples were in the upper room for The Last Supper, they weren’t having any meal; they were celebrating Passover- a moment when Jesus took these ancient symbols and revealed their deepest meaning. 
3. Jesus showed that the unleavened bread is symbolic of his sinless body being broken and the wine symbolizes his blood to be shed for the sins of the world. This is the 1st Communion: 

We are going to read the Last Supper so that as we go through the Sedar meal you can see it through the eyes of the disciples experiencing this new Passover for the first time. The disciples would have celebrated Passover every year of their lives, but with Jesus everything changes. Each of the disciples give us their perspective and different details that are important. I would highly encourage you to take some time this week to look at each account. Tonight we will read from John and Luke. 
(Reader 1) John 13:1-12- Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,[a] but is completely clean. 

(Reader 2) Luke 22: 14-20
14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it[b] until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.[c] 21 But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table.22 For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this.
Basic Order of the Last Supper Passover:
1. Traditionally the Seder begins with light, and the woman of the home would Light A Candle and say this blessing – “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who has set us apart by his Word, and in whose name we light the festival lights.”
2. Handwashing: Before the meal begins they would wash their hands to indicate a dedication, to sanctify themselves and the time together in honor of the Lord. It’s a moment of preparation- a way of setting this time apart as holy. Usually this washing was done by a servant in the home. 
When Jesus celebrated Passover with the disciples before his death something unexpected happened- he took the role of a servant. He wrapped a towel around His waist, knelt down, and began washing the disciples feet saying “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
Just as Jesus washes His disciples, He also washes our sins away and makes us clean. Tonight we can pretend to wash our hands, and let it be a reminder that Jesus is the one who makes us clean. 
3. Cup (1) of Sanctification: We are Set Apart as Special
Throughout the Seder meal, there are four cups of wine or juice. Each cup is represents a special significance. This first cup is the cup of sanctification. Sanctification means to make holy or set apart as special. Just like God set apart the Jewish people as special because Jesus would come from them, God has set believers apart as special because Jesus has come to us!

The cup of sanctification is poured and the leader says the blessing. “Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. Blessed are you, Adonai our God, King of the Universe, who chose us from all people and exalted us from all tongues, and sanctified us with His commandments. Blessed are though, Lord our God, Master of the universe who has kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to this special time. “
Then everyone takes a drink.
4. After that they would have the Parsley dipped in salt water. 
This is a reminder of the hyssop used to spread the blood of the Passover lamb on the doorposts of the Hebrew homes in Egypt and of the salty tears shed during those years of slavery. When the angel of death saw the blood, he passed over their home and everyone inside lived. Just as the Jews were slaves in Egypt we are slaves to sin and this is a reminder of the tears we cry over our sin in repentance. 
 “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.” 
Each person dips a bit of parsley in the salt water and eats the parsley.
5. Breaking the Matzah 
Now we come to the Matzah- the unleavened bread. When the Israelites were fleeing Egypt they had to leave quickly. There was no time for the bread to rise, so they carried with them this simple bread without yeast. 

At the Seder table there are 3 pieces of Matzah. Originally the three pieces represented the forefathers: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus took this very bread and said something very different-he declared the bread to be his body ("This is my body") and the cup of wine to be the "new covenant in my blood.” For the first time, the Passover story pointed directly to Him. Can you imagine what the disciplines were thinking? “Hello, Jesus…you are a little off your notes here?” They would notice as they have celebrated this festival every year of their lives that this is different this is new. 
So now we break the Matzah in 3 pieces, but since the coming of Jesus it represents the unity of the Godhead- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The leader removes the middle piece and breaks it in half. The middle piece is called the afikomen and represents the Son (Jesus) whose body was broken and buried. We break the middle piece and wrap it in a napkin/towel and hides it under his plate or has someone hide it in the house for the kids to search for later. (Take your Afikomen and place it under your plate.) 

Traditionally there was a bone that represented the lamb that was slain, and the blood that was shed over the doorpost to save them.
God’s provision for the judgment on the last plague is simple: take a lamb. A mature male one-year-old and without blemish (Ex. 12:3–5). Examine it for four days to ensure there’s no flaw in it (12:6). And finally, on the 14th day of the month—the night the death angel kills the firstborn—kill that lamb. Then apply its blood to your doorposts (12:7), and when God sees the blood, he will pass over you (12:13). That’s the meaning. God spares Israel’s sons, not because they are better than Egypt’s sons, but because a spotless lamb dies in their place and its blood covers their door. 
Salvation through substitution. And, according to New Testament, the message of Passover is also the message of Good Friday. 
Jesus is our substitution. Like the Passover lamb, he was a mature male (Luke 3:23), none of his bones were broken (Ex. 12:46; John 19:36), he was thoroughly examined and found spotless (1 Pet. 2:22), and he was slain for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3; Rev. 1:5). 
Because of his sacrifice, death passes over us and we can have eternal life when we place our trust in Him!

– “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.” 
6. Next we drink the Cup of Plagues or Deliverance
This cup reminds us of how God delivered the Jewish people from slavery to Pharaoh and how God delivers us through Jesus from slavery to sin. Originally the Jews would recount the story of the plagues during this time. They would take their finger in the cup and as they recounted each plague they would put a drop on their cloth to remember each one. So Nile River turning to blood, frogs, and continue through all 10 , etc. 
 The cup of deliverance is poured, the blessing is said, 
 “Blessed are you, O God, for you have, in mercy, supplied all our needs. You have given us Messiah, forgiveness for sin, life abundant and life everlasting. Hallelujah!”
and then everyone takes a drink.

7. Eat Horseradish (bitter herbs) on Matzah – 
Matzah
Originally the matzah reminded them of the bricks that they laid in Egypt. The bitter herbs reminded them of the oppression, exhaustion, and suffering that they experienced as slaves. They would kind of make a sandwich with it to make a little brick.

This part is new now that Jesus has come. Remember this part of the Matzoh represents Christ. 
Look at the left over half piece of Matzoh and think about how this represents Jesus. I will read Isaiah 53:5 (which let me remind you that Isaiah is in the old testament so this is a prophesy about Christ written 700 years before it happened. )“But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.”  – do you see all of the little holes…..he was pierced for our transgressions. Do you see the lines? by his stripes where he was whipped we are healed. Jesus took the bread and broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying “This is my body, broken for you.” 
Point to the horseradish and bitter herbs: these remind us of the bitterness of slavery to sin that God delivered us through Jesus. “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who has set us apart by his Word and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.”
Take the matzah and dip it into the horseradish to eat a bite and remember the bitterness of sin and how Jesus gave his body for us. Traditionally they were supposed to eat the bitter herbs until they had tears in their eyes…I won’t make you do that tonight..  
 Some scholars think that the moment that Jesus handed the matzah with bitter herbs upon it to Judas, and said, “The one who dips his hand into the bowl with me will betray me” (Matthew 26:23).
The bitterness of sin is real, but I’m so thankful that’s not the end of the story. 

At this point they would eat their meal. What we’ve done so far would take 2 hours. They’ve had 2 cups and will save the next 2 for after the meal. 
8. Eat the Afikomen (matzah that was hidden) Charoset (apple, grape juice, & cinnamon mixture) – 
Take out the matzoh from under the plate representing the fact that after three days Jesus rose .  Charoset- apple mixture- Reminds us of how sweet God’s love for them was to bring them out of slavery and now to save us from our sins. (eat) God’s love is sweet.
“We turn the bitter herbs into charoset to remind ourselves that even the most bitter of circumstances can be sweetened by the hope we have in God.”
9. Next we drink the Cup of Redemption (3rd)– Originally they would celebrate being redeemed from Egyptian rule, but now we celebrate being redeemed from sin. This is the cup that we see in the Last Supper. Luke 22:20 says  “And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying: ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood’” (Luke 22:20). The cup of redemption represents God’s new covenant and the blood of Jesus that was shed for forgiveness of our sins. 
Let’s remember the blood that Jesus shed for us and the body that he sacrificed for us. 
(Reader 3) Matthew 27:27-31
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
After living a perfect life, Jesus died in our place on the cross to redeem us from our sins. Not only did He die, but he conquered sin and death, and 3 days later he rose. 
(Reader 4) Matthew 28:1-10
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
“Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. Let us gratefully drink.”

10. Drink the Cup of Praise or Anticipation– 
The cup of praise is taken in thankfulness and anticipation of being with Jesus again in heaven. We are thankful to God for setting us apart, for rescuing us from sin, for giving us a new covenant promise, and for restoring us to a right relationship with Him. Someday we will drink this cup with Jesus in the new kingdom. 
In the Last Supper this is the cup where Jesus says in Matthew 26:29 “I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” And then they sung a hymn and they went out to the Mount of Olives. I’m sure again, the disciples were confused…you were supposed to drink the cup…this is new. 
Throughout the Seder meal Psalm 113-118 would be what they sing. So it is likely, that as they walked out of the home toward Gethsemane Jesus would have been singing Psalm 118. I’m going to read vs. 22-29
The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing;
    it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save us, we pray, O Lord!
    O Lord, we pray, give us success!
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
    We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God,
    and he has made his light to shine upon us.
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
    up to the horns of the altar!
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
    you are my God; I will extol you.
29 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    for his steadfast love endures forever!

These are likely the words Jesus was singing as he went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray so intently that he was sweating blood before he was betrayed, put on trial, and crucified. He was able to say that the Lord is good, and that his steadfast love endures forever as he faced unimaginably difficult circumstances because he knew it wasn’t the end of the story. He would rise 3 days later and death and sin would be defeated forever. 
Scripture does make one thing very clear. It is not enough for the lamb to simply be slain. The blood must be applied. If the lamb had been sacrificed but the blood never placed on the door, the people inside would not have been spared. 
In the same way, Jesus – the Lamb of God- has already been sacrificed. 
His blood has already been shed. 
But the question that every one of us must answer is this: Are you covered by the blood of the Lamb? Salvation is not simply knowing about the Lamb. It is recognizing that we are sinful and we need the lamb to be the substitution for us. It is trusting Him and placing your faith in the One who was pierced for you. 
When the Israelites trusted God and placed the blood on their doors, they were sheltered under His mercy. 
And Scripture tells us that when we place our faith in Jesus, His blood covers us the same way. 
Our sin is forgiven. 
Death no longer has the final word. 
This is the message of the Passover. 
This is the message of the cross. 
And it is the hope of the world. 

Testimony: 
So tonight we’ve heard the story of redemption.
From the first Passover -to the cross -to the invitation that stands before each of us. 
But the message of the gospel isn’t just a story from the Bible. It’s a story that is still changing lives today. When someone places their trust in Jesus, God forgives them, restores them, and begins transforming their life. And one of the most powerful ways we see that is through someone’s personal story. So tonight we’re going to hear from someone who has experienced that firsthand. I’d like to invite Wendy up to share her testimony. 
**Testimony**

Thank you so much for sharing. 
What we just heard is more than a story. It’s a life that has been changed. And maybe as you listened, you saw pieces of your own story in hers. Moments of struggle, questions, places where things felt broken or uncertain…
Every single one of us has a story. And every one of us is in need of the same grace.
What God did in her life…He offers to every one of us. 
The Bible speaks directly to that. We zoomed in tonight to look at how the Passover points directly to Jesus, but the whole message of the Bible does the same. At your table you each have a little booklet that you can take home with you. This is the message of the gospel- the message of redemption through Jesus. And it starts from the very beginning. I love the illustrations that it gives to think through each part of the gospel message. This is a great tool to share this amazing news with others. Let’s walk through what that could look like. 
Two Ways to Live: 
1. GOD, THE GOOD RULER AND CREATOR
From the very beginning, God was a good and loving King who created a beautiful world and called it good.
He made us on purpose, to walk with Him, reflect Him, and live under His care.
Everything was as it should be—God as King, and humanity close to Him.
But if we’re honest, that’s not the world we experience now… something broke.
And deep down, we all feel it and ask: what happened?
2. OUR REBELLION AGAINST GOD
Humanity chose to step out from under God’s loving rule and go our own way.
Instead of trusting Him, we began living for ourselves—ignoring Him, resisting Him, and placing ourselves at the center.
The Bible calls this sin, and it’s something every one of us has done.
And when we try to rule our own lives, it doesn’t lead to freedom—it leads to brokenness in us, in our relationships, and in the world around us.
So now we’re left with a deeper question… what will God do about our rebellion?
3. GOD’S JUSTICE
Because God is good, He doesn’t ignore our rebellion—He takes it seriously.
He sees the brokenness in us and in the world, and He won’t let it continue forever.
The reality of suffering and death reminds us that something is wrong, and one day we will stand before Him to give an account for our lives.
To reject God is to be separated from Him—the very source of life and everything good.
And that’s a hard truth… because it means every one of us is in need of rescue.
4. GOD SENT JESUS TO DIE FOR US
But God didn’t leave us in our brokenness—because He loves us.
He sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to save us.
Jesus lived the life we couldn’t live—perfectly under God’s rule, without sin.
And even though He didn’t deserve it, He chose to die… taking the punishment we deserved in our place.
Because of His great love, Jesus took our death so we could have life.
5. JESUS, THE RISEN RULER AND SAVIOR
But the story doesn’t end at the cross—God raised Jesus from the dead.
He defeated death and now stands as the true King and Judge over all.
Because of what He’s done, He offers us forgiveness, a fresh start, and a restored relationship with God.
Through Him, we’re no longer separated—we can know God, walk with Him, and have new life.
So now the question becomes… will we continue to live our own way, or will we trust and follow Him?
6. TWO WAYS TO LIVE
Now we’re left with a choice in how we will live.
We can continue going our own way—ignoring God and remaining separated from Him.
Or we can turn to Him, trusting in Jesus, and receive forgiveness and new life.
Because of what Jesus has done, God welcomes us in, makes us new, and calls us His own.
So the question is… which way will you choose?
If you are wanting to choose God’s path for the first time you just need to simply talk to God about it. Admit that you have rebelled against him and deserve punishment, and ask him for forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ death in your place. Next, you submit your life to living with Jesus as your ruler and trusting in Him. If this is something you would like to know more about I’d encourage you to talk to your mentor mom or anyone on the leadership team to walk you through this. 
If you have already taken these steps, you can be sure that God has forgiven you and given you a whole new life. You can now use this booklet to share this good news with others. 
We have covered a lot this evening, and I think that so often we just rush to the next thing and don’t really get a chance to process. I’d like to take the next minute or two to just be still before the Lord, to pray silently, and have a moment just between you and God to talk through what’s been on your heart as we’ve gone through this evening. Go ahead and bow your heads to pray.  
(2 minutes) 
Now you will have some time at your tables to discuss and to pray. I will come back around 7:45 to pray as a group. 

Closing prayer: God, tonight we simply want to say thank You.
Thank You for being a good and faithful God—one who rescues, provides, and never gives up on Your people.
Thank You for the story of Passover, that reminds us You are a God who sees, who hears, and who delivers.
And thank You that this story was always pointing us to something greater—to Jesus.
Jesus, thank You for being our perfect Lamb.
Thank You for living the life we could not live, and for willingly taking our place on the cross.
Thank You that Your blood covers us, that because of You, death passes over us, and we are given life.
Thank You that the story didn’t end there—
that You rose again, defeating sin and death once and for all.
Because of You, we have hope, we have forgiveness, and we have a way back to the Father.
God, I pray for every woman here tonight.
You know her story, her questions, her burdens, and her heart.
Would You draw each of us closer to You?
Give us the courage to trust You, to surrender what we’ve been holding onto, and to walk in the new life You offer.
Let what we’ve experienced tonight not just be a moment,
but the beginning of something deeper—
a relationship with You that changes everything.
We love You.
We thank You.
And we give You all the honor and glory.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

