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The Challenge of Life in the Fallen World 
• Life is not easy in the fallen world (Rom 6:1; Titus 2:11-15) 

• Many people misunderstand the call of grace and focus primarily on the comfort of God’s grace. 

• Grace redeems and is eternal. 

• Grace enables, and we are responsible for it. 
 

 
Helpful Definitions 
• God’s Mercy 

• God’s Grace 

• God’s Covenant Faithfulness 

• Idolatry 
 
 

The Promises of Grace 
1. God continually works in you (Phil 1:10; Eph 2:10; Phil 2:13) 
2. God’s grace/mercy is new every morning (Lam 3:22-24). 
3. God’s grace is up to the challenge (1 Cor 10:13). 
4. God’s grace includes wisdom and blessing (James 1:2-5, 12). 
5. God provides grace to the humble and ultimately the fruit of righteousness (James 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5-12;  

Prov 3:34; James 3:17-18). 
6. God provides grace unto eternal life (Rom 5:1-5, 20-21). 
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Implications for God’s Grace: 
• As you desire to honor Christ in your trials and circumstances, God provides grace for every 

step of the journey. 

• Daily grace ultimately becomes eternal grace. 

• You sin cannot separate you from the grace of God or the love of God (Rom 8:38-39). 
 
 

The Challenges of Idolatry 
1. If you choose sin, you choose not to be the friend of God (James 4:1-5). You live in an adulterous 

relationship. 
2. Remember Jonah’s warning: “Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own mercy” (Jonah 

2:8).  
3. When you are committed to idolatry, your focus shifts as does God’s acceptance of your worship 

(cf. David, Asaph, Judah, All people). 
4. What happens to you when you pursue idolatry? 

• You lose your joy of fellowship (1 John 1:5-2:2). 

• God resists the proud (James 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5-12). 

• Your life fills with confusion and every sort of evil (James 3:14-16). 

 
Implications for God’s Grace: 
• Although grace is available for every step in your journey to walk with Christ, grace does not 

enable you to live according to the flesh. 
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• In other words, as you are committed to your sin, God’s grace hinders living a stress-free, 
hope-filled, pleasantly-peaceful life. Instead, you seek to do what you want outside of the 
enabling grace of God. 

• The reason? Because God resists the proud. 

• A commitment to idolatry robs one from experiencing the enabling grace of God and its 
manifestations in our lives. 
Why do we become hopeless? …discouraged? …distant? …enslaved? Because of our 
commitment to idolatry. 

 
 

Moving Forward by Grace 
1. Repent. God’s grace is available as we forsake our commitment to our idolatry (1 Thess 1:9). 
2. Remember, even in imperfection, God is faithful to renew and restore our fellowship (1 John 1:9). 
3. Strive to walk in humility (James 4:7-10): 

• Submit to God 

• Resist the devil 

• Draw near to God 

• Cleanse your hands 

• Purify your hearts 

• Lament, mourn, and weep 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom 

• Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord 
4. Pray for Jesus’ help and to receive grace as comfort (Heb 4:14-16). 
5. Consider our examples again... 

 

Implications for Counseling: 
• God’s grace is present for eternity – and is a major part of our counseling message. 

• God’s .grace is present for enabling life today as well. 

• God’s grace can be robbed as one is committed to idolatry. 

• We stand in grace, yet we lose its effect for daily living. 
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• In other words, as you are committed to your sin, God’s grace hinders living a stress-free, hope-
filled, pleasantly-peaceful life. Instead, you seek to do what you want outside of the enabling grace 
of God. 
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