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A LETTER FROM BRENT
You hold in your hands the devotional fruit of several Faith Bible
Seminary pastoral students. The first two years of training in the
FBS Masters of Divinity (M.Div.) program focus on understanding
the original languages and theology of the Bible. The third (and
final) year of the program focuses on taking knowledge of the
Scriptures and learning how to equip believers in Jesus Christ to
grow in their love of their Savior and live out their faith in practical
ways.
When the Apostle Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthian
church, he ended his letter by reminding his fellow-believers of the gospel message. He
spoke of it not only as a message which they received, but as one “in which [they] stand” (1
Corinthians 15:1). As believers in Jesus Christ, the fact that God oﬀered his Son as a
sacrifice for us so that we may spend eternity knowing and loving our Savior is a truth that
should guide how we live every day.
The devotions contained in this booklet look at day-to-day situations and struggles that we
face as believers and answer the question of how the gospel intersects them. The students
who wrote them have been challenged in their studies and counseling training to look at
Scripture and see how it applies to life in practical ways. This devotional booklet has been
written for your encouragement in Jesus Christ, and it is our prayer that you will see him
and his redemptive love in a refreshing way today.
I would encourage you to read one devotion per day and rejoice in the good news of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Pastor Brent Aucoin
President, FBS
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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

1 Corinthians 15:3–4
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures…”

1 Timothy 1:15–16
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to
those who were to believe in him for eternal life.”

Ephesians 2:1–7
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked…carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ–by grace
you have been saved–and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

Romans 5:6–8
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die – but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.”
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THE GOSPEL AND UNITY
Relationships are tough. Scripture tells Christians to live in unity, but most often my
thoughts may be, “Do I have to?” or “Can I leave a few people oﬀ this unity list?”
Living in unity is not easy because relationships are messy. Others can easily oﬀend
me or sin against me, bringing me to bitterness or grumbling which causes
disunity. Scripture even describes my brokenness by saying that my mouth is an
open grave, my tongue deceives, my mouth is full of bitterness, and ruin and
misery are in my paths. This is a bleak image. My default setting is to hurt others.

STEPHEN WEINKAUF
KOSSUTH STREET
BAPTIST CHURCH
LAFAYETTE, IN

I find it diﬃcult to understand why uniting with people who are completely
diﬀerent than me is valuable. For a variety of reasons, pursuing unity with fellow
Christians is diﬃcult, but the biblical call to pursue unity is clear. Despite hardship,
it is easy to understand the importance of being in unity with my family members.
When close friends—who I enjoy spending time with—hurt me, it is easier to
forgive them than it is someone whose company I don’t enjoy as much. But in
Christ, I have a more profound reason for maintaining unity.

Before Christ, I was completely diﬀerent from my believing peers. I had diﬀerent family units, diﬀerent
hobbies, diﬀerent goals, a diﬀerent worldview, etc. There was very little, if anything, that connected us.
However, Christ has saved me by grace and raised me up with Him. This isn’t an individual act. We have all
been made alive with Christ, alongside fellow believers. All of us who believe have been called by the one
hope that is the gospel. We all have one Lord and God and we were brought into one body. Scripture even
tells us that we’ve all been adopted by God through Christ, bringing us into a spiritual family together. Before
Christ, I may have had very few reasons to unite with other Christians, but in the gospel, I have an infinite
number of reasons that I am united with them!
The significance of unity is important to recognize, but it doesn’t make some of these relationships any easier.
Fellow members of the body still hurt me, and I still grow bitter. I am convinced that no one has hurt me or
sinned against me more than I’ve hurt and sinned against God. Christ showed me the ultimate example of
reconciliation that leads to unity at the cross. From conception, everything I’ve done has been tainted with sin,
in rebellion to God. In every way, I deserve divine judgment and wrath. But through Christ, I have been
forgiven in ways grander than I can fathom.
Without Christ, I am hopelessly stuck in my bitterness and disunity. But in Christ, I have the power to forgive
because He has so graciously forgiven me. I need to pursue honesty with others. When someone angers me, I
need to deal with it quickly. I need to put away bitterness and pursue kindness and aﬀection, seeking to do
good to others in the body. When I do fail to show unity in this way, I need to seek forgiveness. When others fail
to show me unity in this way, lying to me, harboring bitterness towards me, or some other oﬀense, I need to be
quick to forgive them. Christ has forgiven me for infinitely more oﬀenses, and through Him, I can protect unity
by forgiving the comparatively small ways others hurt me.
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THE GOSPEL AND BUSYNESS
Life can get busy. Too often, I can be consumed with things that just seem to eat
up my time. Some of the major time-consuming activities are necessary: work,
ministry, and family. But there are other time-consuming activities that are not
necessary and hinder me from resting in Jesus, like social media and technology.
These items are not necessarily wrong, but they can distract me from what matters
most. I’ve heard it said that if the devil can’t make you bad, he’ll make you busy.
There is a lot of truth in that statement. Busyness is the enemy of true gospel rest.
Rest is essential for both the physical and the spiritual person.
Not only am I busy doing the little things, but I also find myself getting busy doing
things to try and make God proud of me. There is a part of me that desires to save
myself, so getting busy doing things for God is my way of “owning my part.”
Again, these are not necessarily wrong, but they focus on me instead of Jesus and
are done out of the wrong motivation. The message of the gospel is not about
what I must do to earn salvation, but what Jesus did to give me that gift. That is the beautiful nature of a gift: the
giver did all the work so that the recipient can enjoy it. Instead of getting busier trying to earn my salvation, the
gospel calls me to rest in the finished work of Jesus. God doesn’t call me to get busy and earn my way to him,
but to rest in him with a thankful and loving heart. God calls me to truly and fully rest in his perfect work on the
cross.
DREW BURTIS
GRACE CHAPEL
SKANEATELES, NY

The gospel calls me to rest in the finished work of Christ, but it also motivates me to respond with gracemotivated work. The work that I do should be done with a thankful, grateful, and loving heart. Through Jesus’s
death and resurrection, I have been given a gift that I could never repay. With that in mind, my busyness will
never be enough to satisfy God. So, my motivation needs to be adjusted. Rather than getting busy to earn a
right standing before God and earn my salvation, I need to do work in light of the grace that has been given to
me.
In response to this grace, I should prioritize what matters most. Being a hard worker in order to provide for my
family, leading my family and children biblically in order to guide them into the truth, and using technology as
an avenue to extend God’s love to others are all things that take time but have eternal value.
Because of the grace and mercy of my Savior, my life should not be consumed with busy-ness that is focused
on earning a right standing before God. Rest today in the finished work of Christ on the cross. The gospel gives
me the freedom to prioritize what’s most important and do those things for the glory of God. My life should be
filled with grace-motivated work that is done as an act of worship in response to what God has done for me in
Christ.
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THE GOSPEL AND FEAR OF MAN
The fear of man is a common enemy. In its base form, fear of man can be
described as a life-altering concern for what others might think about me, say
about me, or do to me. The fear of man tempts me to act a certain way, dress a
certain way, and talk about certain things. Worst of all, it drives me to think that
my only hope is found through the approval of other people. King Solomon
speaks the truth I desperately need to hear, “Fear of man will prove to be a snare,
but whoever trusts the Lord is kept safe” (Proverbs 29:25 NIV).
So, what does it look like to walk into this snare? I might not think of it as fear of
man, but there are in fact many ways I evidence this heart struggle. One such
ANDREW CASTNER
evidence is peer pressure—when I act a certain way around certain people
FAITHCHURCH
because I know it’s how they expect me to act. Closely tied to this is finding
LAFAYETTE, IN
myself constantly saying “yes” when people ask me to do something because if I
say “no”, I fear they will not like me anymore. Another popular manifestation of
fear of man is what the world calls “low self-esteem”. When I look in the mirror and feel inferior to everyone
else, I clothe myself in fear of never measuring up to man’s standards. But there is hope—while fear is a leaky
cauldron that only drains my peace into the ground, the sweet truth of the gospel fills me and frees me from
fearing the opinion or approval of others.
Peace with God through Jesus is what frees me from all fear. God loved me so much that he sent his Son to die
for me, to oﬀer me peace with him. This kind of love perfected in my life through salvation is what rids me from
all fear (1 John 4:18). This peace comes through an understanding of my need for a Savior and faith in Jesus for
meeting that need for me (Romans 3:23–25). Putting my faith and trust in the work of Jesus on my behalf
provides me the peace that I cannot find in myself. Instead of fearing men, I must fear God instead. I must fear
his discipline and reverently orient my life around Him and the way He sees me in Jesus. God’s approval is
based on Jesus’s righteousness (Romans 4:5).
So, if God can look at me with approval even though my sin killed his Son, why should I care if others
disapprove? If my aim is to please such a gracious God, then what room do I have in my life to focus or obsess
on the approval of others (Galatians 1:10). When I treasure God’s approval, I no longer shrink in
embarrassment, try to win other’s approval, or think of myself as inferior. Instead, I live confidently in Christ
allowing his love to cast out all fears.

7

THE GOSPEL AND WORSHIP
The Gospel causes me to sing…
To glorify God.
God is worthy of all worship simply for who he is. I shouldn’t sing just because I
love music nor should I be quiet because I don’t. Instead, I sing because I love
my Creator. Only God’s greatness can captivate my mind and aﬀections to build
me up.

JUNIOR SOUZA
EAST SIDE
BAPTIST CHURCH
CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN

Because I have been redeemed.
There are songs only the redeemed people of God can sing. There are songs that
even angels cannot sing because they have not experienced the redemption
mankind has experienced in being rescued from sin. I have been eternally
reconciled to my Creator to be part of his Kingdom. Because of the gospel I can
sing of the joy I have in him while he sings of the joy he has over me.

Because we are one body.
When we sing as a congregation, we are not only singing to God, but we are also singing to one another.
When we sing, we can look around, expecting to be encouraged and to encourage our spiritual family with our
voices. This is a materialization of one of the purposes of Jesus’ sacrifice—that we would be one. The unity of
our voices is a picture of the unity we have as the body of Christ.
For the Word of Christ to dwell in me richly.
I get to sing rich, robust songs saturated with truth. “Fast-food worship” may not kill me, but I will be much
more fit if I have a banquet of rich lyrics. The world is filled with small songs about small things, but as a
follower of Christ, I get to enjoy songs that will give me big thoughts about my big God.
More than 400 times, the Bible encourages me to sing. Failure to sing is a failure to obey. But how kind of God
to command me to do something so wonderful! And I don’t have to be a great singer to sing. God’s
requirement is not that my singing be professional, but that it will be confessional. The gospel produces
worship, and the reason I share the gospel is because there are people who are not worshiping.
I can only sing as a part of the redeemed because of what Christ has done for me. God is gathering all nations
to sing as one and be glad in the One who made me part of his family and an heir of his Kingdom. The sound of
a congregation singing is the sound of salvation and a taste of eternity from people who have received so
much in Christ that they can’t keep from singing.
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THE GOSPEL AND FRAILTY
I am frail.
As a boy, I dreamed of being Superman.“Faster than a speeding bullet, more
powerful than a locomotive, able to leap tall buildings in a single bound.” But
now as a middle-aged man, that dream has vanished and I’m increasingly aware
of my frailty. Though overall, I am strong and healthy, each year I discover more
aches and pains. The activities I once enjoyed with ease, now seem more painful
than getting a root canal. My frailty includes every part of my being, and I’m not
alone. Fortunately, God has come to my rescue giving me strength in my
weakness.
DAVID DOUGLAS
FAITH CHURCH
LAFAYETTE, IN

It’s good to recognize my frailty.
Paul wrote about his own physical weakness in 2 Corinthian 12:7–10. He called
this limitation a “thorn in the flesh.” Though his specific struggle remains a
mystery, it is clear that it caused him great discomfort, yet he discovered it was
beneficial. He recognized that it was given that he might not depend upon his own strength and that Christ
would receive the glory for enabling him to endure the struggle.
Even greater than physical weakness is my spiritual inability to measure up to the demands of holy God. I am
powerless, and yet “God demonstrates his own love for us … while we were yet sinners Christ died for
us.” (Romans 5:8). Jesus took upon himself ALL my sinfulness and gave me ALL his righteousness. Jesus is my
great High Priest who can empathize with my weakness. He was tempted as I am and yet he did not sin
(Hebrews 4:15). By leaving the glories of heaven to serve and die on the corrupted earth, he became my sin
sacrifice. The perfect, sinless God-man met the demands of God’s justice by dying on my behalf. But he was
victorious over death and the grave by rising from the dead. Jesus’s work as my substitute means I can be
accepted by God.
I should rejoice in my frailty.
Though my physical and spiritual weaknesses are not comfortable, I can rejoice in them. Why? First, I can
rejoice because my frailties keep me from exalting myself. Therefore, humility rules and selfishness dies (2
Corinthians 12:7). Second, I can rejoice in the display of Jesus’s power in my weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:9).
He receives the glory even through my frailty. Third, I can rejoice as I discover contentment while suﬀering (2
Corinthians 12:10). Focusing my attention on Jesus’s strength and not my weakness brings contentment. The
negative attitudes that once came so easily, turn positive as I recognize the good coming from my frailty. This
brings rejoicing even through suﬀering.
This attitude adjustment starts by asking Jesus to change my heart. I can boldly pray knowing he understands
my struggles, and he will extend grace to help me in our frailties (Hebrews 4:16). Start with prayer and pray
continually, giving thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18).
Though I will never be “faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, able to leap tall
buildings in a single bound”, I’m incredibly blessed with spiritual strength that paves the way right into the
presence of holy God. May I remember the hope that awaits me, resting in the truth that one day all will be
made perfect—even over weakness. All glory to Jesus for the strength he provides in my frailty!
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THE GOSPEL AND WORDS
Speaking is something I do every day. I may speak many words, or I may speak few.
Not surprisingly, God has much to say about what I say and how I say it. This is
because my ability to speak is a unique gift from God! I have been given this gift of
using words to reflect the likeness of my Creator. The words I speak are of such
significance that Jesus tells me I will give an account for every careless word I speak!

JONATHAN ENGLE
FAITH CHURCH
LAFAYETTE, IN

This is bad news for me because the words I speak, whether aloud or in my soul,
reveal the worst thing about me: I am a sinner. Jesus says that out of the abundance
of my heart, my mouth speaks and my heart reveals that it is full of myself. Sin has
twisted and enslaved my unique gift from being something that should bring life to
that which brings death; death to myself and destruction to others. Even worse, I
boast in and praise myself, rather than God. I utterly fail to reflect my Creator and
reveal his glory through the words that I speak.

But there is good news! Jesus has come and done what I could not! Where my words
(filled with pride, deceit, gossip, and destruction) failed, Jesus has spoken only what the Father has given him
to say. In so doing, he has spoken words to me and to all that are spirit and life, perfectly reflecting the
character of God.
Amazingly, the good news gets even better! Not only did he speak the words that I could not, but he paid for
all of my self-filled, death-delivering words that warrant my condemnation by becoming the sin-bearing Word,
rendering me as righteous. This was accomplished when he spoke the words, “It is finished!”
Because of Jesus’s final words, I am now free to use my words in a way that bring glory to God! He has
redeemed and recruited my words for his worship and to accomplish his will. I now use my words to reflect my
Savior. God’s Word shows me many diﬀerent ways that I may accomplish the Lord’s will for my words. Because
I now know and have been given the truth by Christ, my new focus is on building up fellow believers with the
right words at the right time giving them grace. Giving thanks to the Lord is the labor of lips in place of loose,
lazy, and lewd speech. Proclaiming with my words the excellencies of God’s work on my behalf is now my
mission instead of self-exaltation. Finally, it is with words that I, with the help of the Holy Spirit, speak the truth
in love so that the family of God grows continually in looking like Christ.
Now it is with David that I pray, “Let the words of my mouth and the mediation of my heart be acceptable in
your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer,” as I labor to use my words in such a way that I might hear the
Christ’s words, “well done, good and faithful servant.”
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THE GOSPEL AND WORKS

JEFF FRANKLIN
FAITH CHURCH
LAFAYETTE, IN

I struggle with trying to make myself right before God by my works. When I serve
because I know others are watching, when I exaggerate a little bit as I retell a story
to make myself look more impressive, I’m trying to make myself look better. This
takes many forms, but I especially try to justify myself to other people, to God, and
yes, even to myself! It is exhausting because it’s like I am trying out for a team, but
the tryouts never end. I am constantly having to prove myself. The problem I keep
running into is I just can’t do it…no matter how hard I try. Other people’s standards
for me are always changing and often contradict one another. Then, there are my
own requirements for myself. I set standards and rules for myself, yet even these I
cannot live up to. And when I fail, I feel shame. I look down on myself or punish
myself. Then there is God’s expectation, which is absolute perfection. I can recall
many times when I’ve sinned and fallen short of God’s standard.

But even now there is a way. Jesus lived the perfect life that I never could have. The
good news declares that Jesus has imputed his righteousness to me by faith so that
even when I fall short of God’s standard, God still sees me as meeting his righteous
requirements. He counts me as righteous!
I must keep Ephesians 2:8–10 in mind, which reminds me that I have been saved solely by the grace of God. I
cannot add anything to the work Jesus has already done on the cross. He has already paid for all of my sin: past,
present, and future. The passage goes on to say that I receive that grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Again, it
is nothing that I have done, but a gift from the Lord! Even my faith, my belief and my trust in Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior, is a gift from God. And when I appear before God for judgement, it will not matter what other
people think of me, or even what I think of me: only what God thinks of me.
If Jesus has died for me and justifies me and my good deeds cannot add anything to that, why do good deeds
at all? This is one of the beautiful realities about the gospel. It is out of a thankful heart for Jesus’s sacrifice for
me that I sacrifice for him. Knowing the love he poured out on me motivates me to love others. Knowing that
he does not require perfection gives me the courage to boldly serve and proclaim the good news about Him.
Knowing that I am justified allows me to serve not with a sense of dread and fear of “is this enough to justify me
finally?” Instead, I can serve with a thankful, joyful heart. Ephesians 4 says I must walk in good works and do
the unique work that God has assigned for me.Though I no longer seek to prove myself through works, I
continue to grow in doing them because God has worked powerfully in my life to enable me to do them and
has called me to them. So the next time I fail, I fall short, or someone gives me constructive criticism, instead of
feeling bad about it, I can stop and praise God for the justification I’ve received in Christ.
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THE GOSPEL AND LONELINESS
I understand what it is like to be lonely. Some feel the pain of loneliness because
they have lost a loved one who was once close. Yet, there are others who feel lonely
even when surrounded by loved ones. I can be amongst my closest friends and
family and still feel emotionally alone, misunderstood, or rejected. Those seeking
marriage fear the emptiness that may come from not having a loving spouse to walk
through life with them. Yet, there are many who even in their own marriages feel
alone and forgotten. I know what it is like to feel overlooked. The pain of loneliness
often feels unbearable and can drive me to despair.

ESTEBAN GARCIA
BLOOMINGTON
BIBLE CHURCH
BLOOMINGTON, IN

When I suﬀer from loneliness, the pain is a reminder of an even greater sense of
loneliness that someone else willingly experienced because of his great love for
me. Jesus—fully God—humbled himself and came to this world. In his humility, he
did not receive praise, but opposition and ridicule. Jesus came to his own people,
those whom he loved, and his own people did not receive him (John 1:11). He was
often misunderstood, even by his closest followers. He was perfectly faithful and
obedient to his Father, and yet, many came to oppose him. This is pictured well in
Mark 15:16–34.

His opponents were so against his message that they sought to take his life. They falsely accused Jesus. They
stirred up the crowd and called for his crucifixion. After his arrest he experienced both physical and emotional
distress. The soldiers in the palace struck Jesus on the head. They degraded his character and mission by
spitting on him and mocking him saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (Mark 15:18).
Yet none of this rejection compares to the agony he experienced on the cross. Jesus was subjected to ridicule
and shame from the people he loved as he hung among criminals. Worst of all, Jesus experienced the greatest
sense of loneliness when he was forsaken by God the Father. Jesus exclaims in some of his last words, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Mark 15:34).
Jesus willingly endured the greatest pain of loneliness on the cross in order to pay the penalty that I deserved
to pay. It was his loneliness on the cross that grants me the privilege to be called a son of God and an heir with
Christ. His transformative work on the cross has united me to him, so that he is in me and I in him (John 14:20).
It may often feel like I am alone, but if I am in Christ, I know that I am never truly alone. In Jesus, nothing can
separate me from God’s great love (Romans 8:38–39). Christ was the only one who could accomplish this work
for me; therefore, he alone deserves all glory and praise. Jesus was alone on the cross so that I do not have to
bear the weight of loneliness by myself. In fact, I never have to fear that God will leave me, because Jesus
endured the Father’s rejection for me. Now, through Christ’s work I can face loneliness because he will never
leave me or forsake me. In fact, I can be confident that he will indeed be with me always, to the end of the age
(Matthew 28:20).
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THE GOSPEL AND ELDERLY CARE
It is easy to believe that elderly care is something for nursing homes, retirement
homes, or assisted living facilities, and that I have no responsibility in the matter.
This probably stems from the idea that taking care of elderly parents or
grandparents is too diﬃcult or can slow down my life and my career. Christians are
often faced with the decision of whether to send their elderly relatives into a nursing
home when they require more care.
Jesus was faced with a similar question when He was on the cross. Jesus, in the midst
of pain and suﬀering, knew that His mom would need to be taken care of when He
was gone. In John 19:26–27, Jesus makes a decision on how His mom would be
NICK GROSSMAN
provided for. No, a nursing home wasn’t an option at the time, but the stakes were
COLLEGE PARK CHURCH higher. His mom would not have a means of survival without him. After Jesus made it
FISHERS, IN
clear that John would be taking care of his mother, the verse says that John acted
immediately; “from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.” This was one
of the last things that Jesus took care of before He died.
Many people see the beauty of God in creation when a baby is born and grows. However, many will miss the
beauty of God on the other end of a created life. Elderly care can be seen as a burden instead of a blessing.
Much the same, babies require 24/7 care, protection, and provision. Just like it is a joy to care for a baby and
raise them, it is a joy to care for the elderly. Families can talk about praying over their babies in the crib, they
should also be able to share stories of praying over their grandma in her bed at night. It can be rewarding and
satisfying to know that I can return some of the care that others once gave to me.
In 1 Timothy 5:4, Paul says that the first responsibility of taking care of widows, is first placed on the family of
the widow, and then the church needs to provide care if there isn’t any family to provide care. There is not a
clear path laid out in Scripture of how I should care for widows in my family or for my parents. However, John
Piper says, “Philippians 2:3–8 stresses becoming a kind of person who is oriented on what others need, not
just on our private desires. This is the great issue of life. Would we be selfish, or would we be servants?” With
so many variables to each life situation, it is most important to be selfless and ready to sacrifice for the benefit
of the ones I love.
I have an opportunity to love the elderly in my life well, by either pointing them towards Christ and relationship
with Him, or encouraging them and helping them worship the God that they know. Matthew 19:19 expresses
the importance of honoring my parents. Jesus honored His mother at His death by making sure she was
provided for. May Jesus’s thoughtfulness in the midst of his most diﬃcult hour spur me on to lovingly consider
the needs of those whom God has sovereignly placed in my life.
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THE GOSPEL AND BITTERNESS

BILLY HARDY
LAFAYETTE COMMUNITY
CHURCH
LAFAYETTE, IN

Mark, a husband, father, and business professional has enjoyed working at the
same job for over 15 years. He consistently sacrifices and works nights and
weekends in order to get the job done within the needed timeline.
Occasionally, Mark’s sacrifice has been noticed, but more often than not, the
focus has been on his coworker Joe. Joe, however, has recently received a
promotion that Mark felt should have gone to him. Mark has seen Joe take long
lunches and take credit for his work on more than one occasion, and now Joe is
getting rewarded for that. Mark feels that he has been wronged both by his job
and by Joe, as Joe has wrongly taken credit for his work. Now, Mark is becoming
increasingly bitter toward both his supervisors and towards Joe. He feels that he
deserved better than this and his bitterness has turned into anger towards these
people. Mark tells himself, “It isn’t fair that Joe gets everything just handed to
him. It isn’t fair that the boss didn’t see that I’m the one that did all the work.
They know me, they know what I have done and how I have consistently worked
in order to get the job done. Joe is just lazy. Why don’t they see that?”

Mark has developed a bitter heart. Bitterness is defined as “unresolved, unforgiven anger and resentment. It is
the result of anger changing from an experience to a belief.” Mark has taken this experience and allowed it to
grow into a belief that he in fact is better and deserves more than what he has received in this situation. Mark
believes that Joe should not have received this promotion and the only way things can be made right is if Joe
gets demoted and Mark gets promoted. What Mark has done is focused so much on the problems that Joe has,
that he has ignored his own problems and short comings. How can Mark overcome this bitterness and
continue to work in an environment that he has loved up until this moment? There are 4 truths that Mark must
remember about the Gospel in order to reclaim the joy that he once had:
1. Bitterness reveals the sin of pride in your life. Read Matthew 7:3–5
2. The gospel kills pride in your life. Read 1 John 2:2
3. The gospel creates humility in your life. Read Ephesians 5:31–32
4. The gospel motives God-pleasing obedience in your life. Read 2 Corinthians 5:9
What situations are you experiencing right now, or have you experienced in the past? We all have a little of
Mark in us, so how can you see yourself in Mark’s story today? Have you become bitter towards a coworker,
neighbor, maybe a sibling, or potentially even toward your spouse? Will you commit right now to focus on the
Gospel more than your situation and repent of the bitterness that you are holding onto as you seek to please
God with all of your life?
Pray: Heavenly Father, I see now how I am guilty of the sin of bitterness. Thank you for revealing this in my life.
Help me see all the areas in my life that I have hidden bitterness in my heart and allow me to focus on you more
than the situations that I have experienced. Thank you for the forgiveness that you continue to give me as you
shape me to be more like you. Amen
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THE GOSPEL AND SANCTIFICATION
The good news of the gospel is that God resurrects spiritually dead people. Even
though I was dead and walking in my trespasses and sins, God made me alive in
Christ (Ephesians 2:1–4).
Occasionally, as I have walked in the woods, I have come across an animal
carcass in the woods. Every time the poor beast was stinky, dirty, decaying, and
missing pieces of its body. If God raised that poor deer to life, he would have
some more work to do to make the deer healthy, functional, and beautiful again.
God would have to replace the rotting flesh with new flesh, restore bones to
health, and wash the dirt from the fur. He would have to give the deer therapy for
it to ever walk or run again.
STEPHEN THOMAS
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This metaphor helps me understand God’s work of sanctification in my life. Once
God gives new life to to me, He washes and purifies me (1 Corinthians 6:9–11).
Next, God sets me apart from the world and uses me to accomplish his saving
work in the lives of others (1 Peter 2:9). Finally, God works in my life to produce a
growing holiness to demonstrate his power and goodness (1 Peter 1:15–16).

Let’s look at these 3 aspects of sanctification more closely:
1. Achieved Sanctification – God chose me before the foundation of the world and set me apart for himself (1
Peter 1:1–2). God accomplished sanctification through the death and resurrection of Jesus. The blood of
Jesus atoned for my sins and cleanses me from all unrighteousness (Hebrews 10:19–25).
2. Growing Sanctification – Although God set me apart from the world, he has yet to set me apart from the
presence of sin. This means that I have the freedom to return to the sin and mud that I was rescued from.
When I confess and forsake my sin, I can be forgiven and purified again (1 John 1:8–10). God is working in
my heart with the result that I will look more like his Son, Jesus (Romans 8:28–39). God commands
obedience and declares that I will be known by my character and behavior (Matthews 7:15–20). Thus, I can
be progressively sanctified by replacing evil desires, thoughts, and behaviors with loving ones (Ephesians
4:17–32).
3. Complete Sanctification – When Jesus comes back for me, he will set me apart even from the presence of
sin (Revelation 21:4–5). He will give me a new, clean, perfect body that will be like Jesus’s body (1
Corinthians 15:42–57). My new, sanctified body will make it possible to live in the presence of the Lord all
my days (Psalms 24:3–6; Hebrews 12:14).
Praise God for his powerful work of sanctification in my life. May God help me to be more and more like Jesus
throughout my life. And may God cause me to long for and hope in his return.
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THE GOSPEL AND REPENTANCE
Repentance in Scripture is full of deep meaning. It describes turning from my
sin to God (Luke 13:5), mourning over sin (2 Corinthians 7:9), and is one of
the primary means to determine if I am a genuine follower of Christ (Matthew
3:8). Repentance should be treasured because its primary desire is to please
King Jesus.

FOSTER TOFT
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The things I found my identity in before Christ are not found in my new life.
Through Christ, I am changed! As a new creation, Christ gives me one of the
best gifts that comes with a regenerated heart, the ability to righteously
repent.

Repentance has its start within the heart of the gospel. To repent of my old life
and turn to Christ means surrendering everything. Nothing compares to the
joy I find in Christ. Christ said “repent or you will perish”, setting the stage for
the importance of repentance. If I do not repent, I will not see the kingdom of God. I will die.
Repentance in my new life in Christ is filled with great joy. I no longer “repent” as Paul describes in 2
Corinthians 7:9 just because I feel bad about wrong things I have done. Rather, I repent because I broke God's
heart. I mourn over displeasing my king! What a precious gift repentance is for the believer. Having a clear
conscience before the God of the universe removes the burden of sin. It allows me to see Christ more clearly (2
Corinthians 7:9).
Repentance brings eternal assurance. John the Baptist rebuked the Pharisee’s when they claimed to love God
yet rejected Christ. John the Baptist’s words “produce fruit that corresponds with repentance” gives me
practical application today.
True repentance will produce good fruit. Over time, I will increasingly think, act, and feel in a way that please
Christ and I will genuinely enjoy these thoughts, actions, and feelings. My heart and actions will match. Being
alive in Christ will become more and more evident to everyone around me because I long to honor my king
with everything I say and do.
Read Galatians 5:19–23. Meditate on the types of fruit described. The apostles Paul’s list helps me determine if
I have a life of genuine repentance.
Through repentance, my soul will have a clear conscience before God and will experience eternal security and
refuge. When life’s trials and burdens are pulling me towards despair, I can remember the promises of God and
repent of my self-reliance. Oh, how sweet my Savior is to allow me to be reminded of his loving kindness so
that it draws me to repentance (Romans 2:4). Christ saved me for his good pleasure and delights in a repentant
heart (Psalms 51:17).
While cultivating a heart of repentance, read through Psalm 51. Meditate on David’s words. May these words
impact how I approach Christ and repent of my sins daily.
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THE GOSPEL AND SELF-CONTROL
It has been said that self-control is the ability to break apart a KitKat candy bar
into its four pieces and only eat one of them. I am very familiar with the all too
common struggle to control my cravings for sweet or salty food. The snack food
company Frito-Lay built a wildly successful marketing campaign in the 60’s for
their Lay’s Potato Chips that ran for over 20 years; “Betcha can’t eat just one.”
How well they understood the diﬃculty of people to maintain self-control in the
face of pleasure.
Paul, in his letter to Titus, urges Titus to teach his people to live self-controlled
lives. This teaching was for all Christians, male and female, young and old. They
KURTIS KOLB
were to live disciplined, sensible, sober, and prudent lives in contrast to the
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
‘worldly passions’ within them. This was Paul’s definition of self-control. No
ST. CHARLES, MO
longer should these converts be given over to controlling sins like slander,
drunkenness, arguing, and pride. No longer should they resemble the wicked
and godless culture in which they live where every person lives to and for themselves, but now they are to live
righteous and godly lives.
This instruction was not just for them in their time. It is true for me still today. God calls me to live in self-control.
But how is this possible when fleshly lusts reside in my heart, and I am living in a corrupt and hedonistic age?
How can I live self-controlled when I am so familiar with my own weakness and the wickedness that still tempts
me?
Grace. It is the grace of God that teaches me how I should live, saying “no” to wickedness in my flesh and
saying “yes” to righteousness. It is the same grace of God which sent Jesus as the payment for sin, so that all
could be saved. Oh this beautiful and undeserved merciful compassion from God who was not just content
with rescuing me from my chain of self-willed sin, but changing me into the image of Jesus Christ. He is the one
who is perfectly righteous, the one who demonstrated true self-control when he came to the earth as man,
becoming a servant, and submitting to death on the cross (Philippians 2:5–11). He is the one who fully pleased
the Father (John 8:29).
I, who have been saved and have experienced the grace of God, can and should live with self-control. This is
made possible because of the presence of God’s grace in my life. My self-control is to be lived out in the
present moment in a culture that is completely corrupted by sin. I demonstrate that I am not of this world, and
do not belong to myself, but belong to God when I live free from the power of sin. So I can take heart and find
courage in this truth, for this struggle for self-control is a temporary one. My battle for sober living and selfcontrol will soon end with the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ, the one whose obedient self-control enables
me to live righteously. Upon seeing him and his glory, all desire for selfish living will flee, and my desires will be
wholly fixed on him.
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THE GOSPEL AND LAZINESS

ANDREW LAFFERTY
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ST. CHARLES, MO

In Proverbs 6, Solomon desires to teach his son about the importance of avoiding
laziness, pointing to the ant as an example. The ant needs no boss, no general
manager or CEO to motivate her. She simply sees that work needs to be done and
starts doing it. Why does she do this? Because her mind is on the future, she
knows that summer’s bounty will not last forever and she must prepare by
gathering her food in the harvest. In her determination and future orientation, the
ant shows herself to be the example of diligence. In contrast, the lazy man’s
excuses to enjoy “a little slumber” show his only motivation is immediate
pleasure. And his foolish focus on the present will allow poverty to come upon
him like an unseen robber.

When confronted by these pictures I should desire to change! I should want to be
more like the ant and less like the lazy man! I may cry to myself “How long will I lie
here, O sluggish self? When will I arise from my laziness and become diligent?”
Perhaps I set up to-do lists and project plans and time organization techniques. I will force myself to be diligent
like the ant! Yet as soon as my conviction fades, I often hear myself saying “Yes, I’ll change… but first a little
sleep.”
The lazy man shows me that my hope is not in changed actions but rather in changed desires. Solomon tells his
son to look to the ant because of the way the ant thinks. The ant was diligent because her focus and motivation
was on something greater than the present. She prepares in the time for preparing and gathers in the time of
gathering in order that she may eat of her reward in the time of winter’s rest. She works now for the hope of
future rest.
If my only hope to overcome laziness is to change my desires… How can I? Paul answers this question in
Colossians 3:22–25. Paul is speaking to the church about how the gospel should change the way they live. He
gives a number of examples and in verse 22 begins to speak of those who work for their wages. Paul gives
them a number of commands; they must obey their bosses, they must do it with their heart and they must work
with all eﬀort as if Jesus Himself were their supervisor.
How? How can lazy men and women overcome their natural desires to work this way? Paul’s answer is clear;
because they know that they will receive the inheritance as their reward. Notice Paul did not say “If you work
hard you will receive the inheritance.” Or “If you totally put oﬀ laziness”. Rather, Paul says “Work hard because
you already know you will receive your reward.”
How can the Colossians know this is true? How can I? Because I am ultimately serving the Lord Christ. I am
serving the one who came to Earth and did the work of His Father perfectly, fulfilling all righteousness as the
Christ, the one who has risen and is the Lord who is at the top of every org-chart.
Therefore, I must be like the ant. I must put oﬀ laziness through dependence on the Lord. This dependence can
be demonstrated by praying to God before calling my boss or reading my Bible before the next textbook or
report. Ultimately, I must fix my eyes on Jesus and the inheritance He has earned me and work heartily for Him.
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THE GOSPEL AND SELF-JUSTIFICATION
One of the most convicting passages in Scripture is 1 Samuel 15:10–35. This is the
passage where Samuel confronts Saul over his disobedience to God and informs
him that the kingdom of Israel will be stripped away from him. What is so
convicting is Saul’s response. He quickly turns and gives Samuel a set of excuses
that justify why he chose to make a sacrifice and to keep some of the spoils of war
even though it was directly disobeying God. The truth is, I see that same heart so
often in myself. When someone confronts me about an issue in my life, my natural
reaction is to start explaining why they are wrong, I am right, and how I’m justified
in the action that I took.
ISAAC MADISON
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The problem with this self-justification is that it is rooted in pride. It comes from a
heart that thinks it is right; it is convinced that it only does good. This is exactly
what Proverbs 14:12 describes, “there is a way that seems right to a man, but its
end is the way of death.” When faced with diﬃculty and faced with confrontation,
if I turn to justifying myself then I am turning to pride. I am saying “I can defend myself”, “I am right and just”, “I
am clearly not wrong”. This is destructive; pride always destroys whatever it comes in contact with.
Saul’s continual pursuit of justifying himself destroyed every relationship he had and caused the kingdom to be
stripped away from him. In my life, when I become defensive, it strains my relationships because I am not
loving the other person and only caring about myself. Self-justification ultimately alienates and destroyed
relationships. The issue that Romans 3:23 and 1 John 1:8–10 point out is that we are sinners—always falling
short of the glory of God. There is a log in my own eye and I need to be more concerned about removing that
log than seeking to make sure that I am right.
This is not something I can muscle through and come out on the other side caring and loving others more than
being right. The diﬀerence between Saul, who sought to justify himself, and David, who repented when
confronted, was a simple truth: David was a man after God’s own heart. And when I read the psalms I can see
why.
Psalm 110 depicts David anticipating a messiah who would be the perfect priest and advocate. This priest is
Jesus. His perfect life, death, and resurrection was true righteousness before God. Accepting this over my own
attempts at justification requires humility. And, when I rest in my justification in Christ, then I no longer have to
be concerned about justifying myself.
Next time I am in the middle of an argument with a friend or a coworker or my spouse, or the moment when
someone confronts me, I can remember the justification I have in Christ. This means I no longer have to defend
myself and my actions. Instead I can focus on loving the other person.
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THE GOSPEL AND FEAR
I struggle with fear—sinful fear—specifically, fear of man. Now there is fear that is
not sinful, for example: fear of God (Ecclesiastes 12:13–14), appropriate care and
concern (Matthew 23:37–38), respect for danger, or being startled/surprised.

PHIL NICEWONGER
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Fear of man is a sin that is viewed by many as being an “acceptable sin” for a
couple reasons: 1) It is fairly common and 2) The belief that with enough whiteknuckled discipline I can simply manage the sin. Common and manageable sin is
what the author of Hebrews warns me against when he commands, “exhort one
another every day… that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin” (Hebrews 3:13). Sin should never be accepted or managed; sin must be
confessed and followed by repentance.

When I struggle with fear of man, I focus on the perceived loss of approval or
acceptance from someone, the perceived danger of not having control, or being
in an uncomfortable or unfamiliar situation. In these situations, I allow fear to prevent me from properly loving
God and others (Proverbs 29:25; John 12:42–43).
In Mark 9, Mark provides his account of the transfiguration of Jesus. The transfiguration of Jesus displayed the
overwhelming glory and power of Jesus and provided divine assurance while confirming the necessity of the
passion of Jesus. Peter, James, and John found themselves in a situation that they were unprepared for; it was
unfamiliar, out of their control, and beyond their comfort zone. How did the three disciples respond to this
event? Peter suggested erecting three tents because “he did not know what to say, for they were terrified.” In
that moment, I believe the disciples were seeking comfort, peace, and control—they didn’t know where to
turn, so Peter took matters into his own hands and suggested a solution that in the moment seemed logical.
When I struggle with sinful fear, I am seeking comfort, peace, and control; and I often take matters into my own
hands in ways that, humanly speaking, seems logical.
Ultimately, Peter was not trusting God but trusting in himself and his understanding of the situation. This lack of
understanding and trust was nothing new. Peter was confronted for his misunderstanding and lack of trust
when Jesus rebuked him for not setting his mind “on the things of God, but on the things of man” (Mark 8:33).
This mindset is what underlies sinful fear — like Peter, I trust in man more than God, I don’t trust God to
provide. Now I typically will not voice this, but my actions and decisions reveal this heart attitude. I am
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, I don’t properly love God so I don’t trust God.
In order to combat sinful fear, I don’t need a management plan or to just accept it, I need unresolved focus on
and commitment to the gospel. I will only have “perfect peace” when my mind is steadfast on God because of
my trust in him (Isaiah 26:3–4). I can trust God because in Jesus, he has provided the way to achieve “perfect
peace.” 1 John 4:18 tells me that “perfect love casts out fear” and the supreme example of “perfect love” is
found in the gospel.
God can be trusted. In those situations when I am tempted to respond in sinful fear, I must remember that in
the gospel, God has graciously given me the acceptance (2 Corinthians 5:21), comfort (Philippians 4:4–7), and
peace (John 14:27) that I desire.
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THE GOSPEL AND AUTHORITY
Authority is not a popular concept in the current culture. The widespread use of
smartphones has allowed the documentation of instances of individuals abusing
authority in horrific ways. In addition, mass communication has given victims a
platform and a vehicle to make the misdeeds of powerful people and world
leaders widely known. All this has fueled a general distrust of authority and a
celebration of those who rebel against it.
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Yet the Bible cuts across the cultural grain and insists that I, a believer, have a
diﬀerent attitude toward authority. Romans 13:1–2 teaches that all authority
comes from God, and all those in authority have been placed in their position by
God. These verses do not qualify my responsibility to submit if the authority is
imperfect or even evil (provided, of course, that they are not commanding me to
sin). Instead, if I subvert authority I should justly expect consequences. To submit
to authority is to submit to God. To rebel against authority is to rebel against God.

But what enables me to suﬀer faithfully under unjust authority? Only the gospel turns submission to authority
into an opportunity to please God. Even Jesus did not resist the evil governing authorities of his day because
he had a greater authority. By choosing to submit to his earthly authority all the way to death, Jesus showed
that he ultimately trusted his Father, the one who established those authorities. What’s more, God validated
that trust by using the evil acts of those same unjust human authorities to accomplish my salvation. Christ’s
death and resurrection makes me a new creation, one who can follow after him by submitting to imperfect
human authorities knowing that I am pleasing the Lord. I can trust the one truly in charge.
Without the gospel, I have no incentive to submit to authority unless the authority favors me. What is more, I
will always seek to subvert authority and take it for myself, thinking that I am a better authority and intending to
use that authority to benefit myself. This is because authority is not ultimately the problem; instead the problem
lies with my wicked, rebellious heart.
Only the gospel allows and compels a rebel to submit to the authority structures God has established. So,
because I have been changed by the gospel, I remember Romans 13:1–2 when I am tempted to chafe at the
authority that God has placed over me. Jesus submitted to an earthly authority that was evil and unjust, and he
did so willingly so that I could likewise submit. But I cannot just stop there; if authority is good and God-given, I
will model this belief in my actions. I will be slow to speak a word against any authority. I will pray for my
authorities. I will do whatever I can to make the task of leadership placed on those over me joyful, not
burdensome. And I will exhort and encourage brothers and sisters in Christ to do the same. Finally, when I am
the one in authority, I will remember who put me there and the accountability that comes with that
responsibility. God is the one ultimately in charge.
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THE GOSPEL AND SUFFERING
All people suﬀer. Whether I embrace it, discuss it, or seek to avoid it, suﬀering
is real and present in my life. Sometimes it comes and goes quickly, other
times it remains longer than I want. Sometimes for things I do, other time for
things that other people do to me, and still other times simply because I live in
a fallen world. When suﬀering lingers, it is easy to lose hope, to question
God, and to think that it is not fair. I focus on my problems more and more,
trying to find an answer in myself or in other people, forgetting that nothing
transient, nothing that belongs to this earth, is able to give me the answer I
need.
GUSTAVO SANTOS
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I need something permanent, something steady, something eternal—and
that can only be found in someone: Jesus, the Son of God. He came, died,
and rose on my behalf. Because of who he is and what he did, I have hope
and courage. I have hope because he promises to deliver me, and courage
because God will never forsake me.

In his goodness and sovereignty, God uses all things—even my suﬀering—for his glory and my good. He is
molding me, conforming me to the image of his glorious Son, and he will use my sins, other people’s sin,
and even suﬀering as a result of this cursed world to accomplish his great purpose. He does not delight in
my aﬄictions, but he will not spare me that which I need to grow into the likeness of his Son (Romans 8:28–
30). God not only knows what I need but when I need it and how best to bring it to pass in my life. If God’s
love is suﬃcient for my eternal salvation, surely it is suﬃcient for suﬀering in this life.
My greatest hope, however, is not in the “here and now”. It is in what happens next. The apostle Paul deals
with this in 2 Corinthians 4:16–18. He recognizes suﬀering and reminds me that I must put suﬀering into
perspective. God promised that suﬀering has an expiration date. For those who believe in Christ, there is
assurance that suﬀering will end, and a new world will be theirs. When I focus on my suﬀering, I will never
find hope. However, when I look to the things unseen, to the promises that God has for me, I can aﬃrm with
Paul that “this light and momentary aﬄiction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17). This new world is what John describes in the final chapters of Revelation,
where God will be with me in a perfect relationship and there will be no tear, nor death, nor mourning, nor
crying, nor pain, for the former things have passed away (Revelation 21:1–4).
Jesus bore my griefs, carried my sorrows, was oppressed and aﬄicted, suﬀered as no one ever will, to
satisfy the Father and to give me the eternal solution for every suﬀering (Isaiah 52:13–53:12). This is the
incomparable hope that Christ oﬀers to me. I can trust God—even when life hurts. It is not easy to live those
truths sometimes; however, it is the only place that I can find rest. It is not just temporal relief, but an eternal
restoration.
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THE GOSPEL AND REGRET
Has God ever regretted? The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on
earth because of their sinful inclination (Genesis 6:6). The LORD also regretted that he
had made Saul king over Israel because of his disobedience (1 Samuel 15:35). Why
does He regret? Can He make mistakes? Or is He able to turn regrets into his glory?

JOSHUA HONG
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I often regret my choices in words and deeds. At times, they are based on sinfulness.
Other times they are based on limitations. “Regret” is painful and it pierces my heart
whether my regrets are big or small. Yet, regret is impossible to avoid.

The good news is that God is the redeemer of his people. His redemption is greater
than my mistakes and sins. Abraham lied about his wife to King Abimelech out of fear
(Genesis 20:2). But God redeemed him from his cowardice. The LORD said to the king,
“Now return the woman to her husband, and he will pray for you, for he is a prophet. Then you will live” (Genesis
20:7). The LORD rescued Sarah and redeemed Abraham from his pit (Psalms 103:4). Moreover, God established
him as a prophet. Abraham “received from the LORD’s hand double for all his sins” (Isaiah 40:2b).
Jesus came to redeem his people by his relentless love. Peter’s loyalty was smashed when he denied Jesus three
times. “Regrets” ran deep in his heart and he couldn’t forgive himself. But Jesus’s love for Peter was relentless.
The risen Christ visited him once, twice, and three times. It was like running after a lost sheep. He asked the
same question three times, “Simon, Do you love me more than these?” Then Jesus reinstated him to be a
shepherd for God’s flock (John 21:1–17).
“Regret” is a powerful emotional downturn. But Jesus is my Redeemer in all aspects of life. When I was younger,
mistakes were bearable. But when I get a bit old, mistakes become very painful. I condemn myself for my
immaturity and feel guilty about my sinfulness—my mindlessness toward my wife, harsh discipline for my
children, careless words to God’s people and many other things. I ask myself, “when can I put the ways of
childhood behind me, and live as a mature man?” The way can not be found in me but in Jesus Christ, my
Redeemer. His love for me never failed and never fails and will never fail. In his unfailing love, I pray to live out
redemptive love toward the people around me.
I know that his love is greater than my regrets. His mercy runs deeper than my failures. My trust is in Him alone.
So I sing quietly in confidence. “All that I am all that I have; I lay them down before You O Lord; All my regrets all
my acclaim; The joy and the pain; I’m making them Yours; Things in the past, things yet unseen; Wishes; and
dreams that are yet to come true; All of my hopes and all of my plans; My heart and my hands are lifted to
You…..” Paul says, “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly
sorrow brings death” (2 Corinthians 7:10). It is essential to see my painful past in light of the gospel. The gospel
redeems my mistakes so that I can thank God for his forgiveness. The gospel heals the scars from my sins so that I
become whole. The gospel redeems my foolishness so that I am sanctified to live a life worthy of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
And this is my prayer, “that my love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that I
may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” Amen.
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THE GOSPEL AND COURAGE
Courage is something that I feel I should have and know I am promised as a child of
God, but courage seems to be missing when I need it most. Verses that powerfully
stir my aﬀections seem to be far from my thoughts when sharing Jesus with my coworker, or needing to stand up to a cruel person at work, or when my friend begins
to gossip to me about someone else. How do the verses that say, “The love of Christ
controls/compels me,” and “God has not given [me] a spirit of fear and timidity, but
of power…,” or the stories of David and Goliath, not translate to my everyday life?
I have to remember that the gospel changes my very identity, empowers me to live
in freedom, and provides me motivation for living a life of courage.
MICAH STOCKDALE
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Caleb is an Old Testament character who is NOT often presented as a model
character… usually his counterpart, Joshua, gets all the attention. As is so often the
case, in the life of Caleb, we see a New Testament truth embodied in an Old
Testament story. Romans 8:12–17 is the New Testament passage that portrays an
individual who understands rightly who they are—a child of God—and recognizes
expectantly what they possess as their inheritance—God himself.

Caleb goes into the land promised with eleven other spies, NOT to determine whether they would go forward,
but to discover all that God had for them and what to expect as they entered. In that account, ten spies started
spreading lies to the rest of Israel about not having the ability to take over the land because of all the obstacles
that stood in their way. That’s when Caleb steps up and shows his courage by trusting in who he was—a child
of God— and what God had promised him—his inheritance of that land.
Caleb tells Joshua that he spoke from what was already “in his heart” when he says, “I wholly followed the Lord
my God.” Caleb’s heart was set on the immovable truth that God was trustworthy as Israel’s Sovereign Leader
(revealed later as their Father). This trustworthy Sovereign wasn’t only a promise-maker—Caleb believed he
was a promise-keeper! Caleb believed this because his identity was clear—he belonged to God because he
was chosen and redeemed out of slavery by God! But Caleb also knew that his inheritance was secure, and
that gave him courage in the face of the impossible. Caleb drew his courage not from what he saw around him,
but from what he knew about who he was (his identity), and what was coming (his inheritance).
I need to remember that God is intimately familiar with my struggles; he knows I am dust! That is why there are
various commands to his children to “fear not” and “take courage.” God doesn’t ask something from me that
he also does not provide the means to fulfill. See in Romans 8:14–17 the means to have courage is found in my
identity (God’s children), and in my inheritance (heirs of God).
Knowing my identity as God’s child and realizing my inheritance as God himself, will free me to act in courage,
despite the impossibilities my eyes see; it will allow me to take courage and forgive those who hurt me, despite
their response; and it will empower me to share Jesus with whomever I come in contact with.
God not only guarantees my inheritance, but he promises in Romans 8:29 that he is unrelentingly committed
to forming me into the image of his perfect Son, Jesus. God uses the inheritance of himself to form me into his
own image! With my image and inheritance wrapped up in God himself, I can walk forth in courage as an
overflow of who I am and what I possess!
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THE GOSPEL AND GENEROSITY
What do I cherish more than anything in my life? Maybe it is my job. Maybe I work
my dream job where I get to do exactly what I believe I was made for, and if it were
taken away, I would not know what to do with myself. Maybe it is security. This can
come in a variety of shapes, but many times I can find security from financial
peace, aﬃrmation of others, or confidence in my own abilities. I might even say
that I cherish wisdom and knowledge, and that I seek to gain as much as I possibly
can. Would I ever give those things away to someone who would initially reject it
and probably never thank me?
JOHN HEIM
FAITH CHURCH
LAFAYETTE, IN

When it comes to generosity, the gospel informs why and how I give. Generosity
is the fruit of grace. In John 3:16 the Bible declares, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.” At the very center of the gospel, God gave his son, and the text
expounds on the fact that this was his only son.

God not only gave one of the many things that he had to oﬀer, but his only son. And who did he give Jesus to?
To the world; sinners who would reject him and hate God if it weren’t for his sovereign grace.
The very center of the gospel screams generosity! It started with the Father, and it continues through the Son.
In John 10:18 Jesus says, “No one takes [my life] away from me, but I lay it down of my own free will.”
I would not have salvation if God did not give his only Son. I would not have justification and sanctification if
Jesus did not give his life for me.
True generosity starts with my Savior, Jesus Christ. When I truly grasp the greatness and depth of my salvation
through the person and work of Christ, I will begin to see that everything on this earth does not compare to the
gift of salvation that has been given through Jesus Christ. There is nothing in this world that will save my soul!
The precious blood of Jesus is more valuable than any earthly treasure—physical material, or relational.
Jesus says in Matthew 16, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For
what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole world but forfeits his life? Or what can a person give in
exchange for his life?”
Let me ask, can my relationship with my spouse save me from my sin? Can my job security or money save me
from the wrath of God? NO! It is none other than the precious blood of Jesus Christ, which is freely given to
those who believe.
Christians should give sacrificially, as Jesus sacrificially gave his blood for the world. As a follower of Christ, my
life should be marked by generosity because the gospel which saved me is the gospel of God’s great
generosity.
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ABOUT FAITH BIBLE SEMINARY

MISSION
Faith Bible Seminary is a graduate-level training institution designed to glorify God by equipping students with
a biblical education for eﬀective Christian Ministry.

VISION
We aim to become a model for eﬀective ministry training based on excellent academics, the development of
meaningful relationships with God and others, and practical ministry training in order to equip students to
make a significant diﬀerence for the cause of Christ in the United States and around the world.

GOALS
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Understanding the Suﬃcient Scriptures – FBS students will demonstrate a whole-hearted and exclusive
commitment to the Scriptures. This commitment is displayed through the student’s acquisition of the
necessary exegetical tools for a productive life-long study and communication of God’s Word, the
development of sound doctrinal convictions, and the development of skills necessary to minister the Word
of God eﬀectively.
Enhanced Academic Ability – Students will develop critical thinking skills, understanding of relevant
subject matter, and the ability to evaluate reference works in order to clearly communicate truth to
themselves and others.
Spiritual Growth – Students will leave FBS with a more meaningful relationship with Christ. They will
display this relationship in both their growing godly character and their service.
Valuing Relationships – FBS will facilitate godly relationships within the student body for the purpose of
encouragement and exhortation. Students will develop a commitment to facilitating godly relationships in
their future ministries.
Preparation for Service – FBS students will learn to boldly engage in biblically-based Christian ministries
to build the body of Christ around the world and through the development of leadership, discipleship,
counseling, and community outreach skills.

To learn more about Faith Bible Seminary visit www.faithlafayette.org/seminary
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