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Introduction 

Given that we were designed to worship, please, love, and glorify God it is 
our goal to explore seven connections between the way believers should 
handle finances and the reality of all that God has done for them in the life 
and ministry of Jesus.  

I. Your Counselees are S t e w a r d s  of the finances God 
has given them (1 Cor 4:1-2) 

We have used 4 statements to help others understand stewardship: 

1. God owns everything and I own Nothing 

2. God entrusts me with everything I have 

3. I am responsible to Increase what God has given me 

4. God can call me into account at any time 

So the financial issues are not simply helping your counselee create a 
budget that works, but to create a budget that pleases God. 

Questions for the Counselee (and possible homework assignments): 

1. When is the last time you prayed asking the Lord to help you be a 
good steward? 

2. When is the last time you took a stewardship inventory?  How 
often do you pray about stewardship, think about stewardship, 
or make a plan to be a good steward? 

3. When is the last time you evaluated your stewardship this year 
with your stewardship last year? 

II. Your Counselee Must be on G u a r d  against his own 
G r e e d  (Luke 12:13-21) 

From this passage there are two truths that counselees need to cling to: 
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Truth #1:  They must Make Every Effort to Avoid the 
Seduction of Greed.   
Truth #2:  We must Understand that and Riches are not the 
Sum Total of Life  

Questions for the Counselee 

1. Do you purchase items that you do not have the money to buy? 

2. Do you use bonuses for vacations, and luxuries when you have 
consumer debt that remains unpaid? 

3. Do you hoard money for your kind of retirement? 

4. How do you draw the distinction between being greedy and not 
being greedy? 

III. Counselees must see God’s c a r e  for them as larger 
than their c o n c e r n s  over money  

(Luke 12:22-34) 

After the surprising comments (at least from the disciples perspective 
on Greed) Jesus addresses a possible concern of his closest followers:  
that of worry by reminding them of 3 crucial truths. 

Truth #1:  Material Possessions cannot dominate your life 

As I have wrestled with financial issues personally and as I have helped 
others with theirs I have noticed that it is very difficult to go anywhere 
until he or she believes that life is more than money. 

Truth #2:  Sovereign Control belongs to God (vv 25-26) 

Let’s notice what the text says here:  Jesus asks his disciples two 
simple questions: 

→ Does worry add any to your life span or any cubits to your 
height? 

→ If you cannot do a little matter like that, then why worry 
about your food? 
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In other words, there are limits on what you can and cannot do.  No 
matter how much planning, no matter how much clever working, no 
matter how much sweat is exerted there is only a certain amount of 
the process within your control. 

This is why we trust God rather than riches.  Before I leave this truth, 
however, let me ask a question whose answer is pretty obvious. 

→ Would you rather trust in your bank account for your needs 
or in the God of heaven in earth? 

Truth #3:  God Knows about your Needs and Cares for 
them (v 24, 26-30) 

Example 1 (v.24):   

Here we find that God even feeds the ravens.  

Example 2 (v. 27-28):   

This time, Jesus speaks of the clothing for the flowers of the field.  In 
general, God clothes the plants of the earth very well. 

Yet, you are exceedingly more important than the grass or the lilies.  
Thus, do not Worry! 

We come back to the point ... does the counselee believe that the God of 
heaven, who gave them His son, will choose to accomplish his purposes 
through his love and care for them? 

Questions for the Counselee: 

1. How much would have to be taken out of your bank/retirement 
accounts before you would begin to worry?  I am not saying we 
should be at $0 for that would violate another biblical principle 
– planning.  But it does reveal how much they trust in riches. 

2. How much am I spending getting anything done for Christ (e.g. 
giving records)? 

3. Do you find yourself envying others?  If fact, How much time do 
you spend envying what other people have? 
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4. Do you find yourself praying about your finances, asking for the 
Lord’s blessing on your life while not making you dependent on 
yourself? 

5. How convinced are you, on a scale from 1-10, that the God who 
gave his son will ultimately choose to care for you? 

IV. C o m m i t m e n t  is critical because it 
communicates that you value God’s presence (Heb 13:5-6) 

Let’s turn to the keynote passage on contentment: Phil 4:10-13 where 
we find 3 key truths to contentment: 

Truth #1:  Contentment is not only Commanded but 
Possible through Christ 
Truth #2:  Contentment is a State of Christ empowered 
gladness or joy in the midst of God-ordained 
circumstances that cannot be changed at the time 

You see the answer is not in self-sufficiency.  It is not simply dealing 
with it with all your will power.  As Paul’s relationship with Christ 
grew and grew.  As Christ became more and more important to him, 
he found Christ as the source of strength for contentment in whatever 
circumstances God had put him.   

Truth #3:  Contentment is not code for “giving up” 

Having studied chapter 4 of Philippians we know about Paul’s 
circumstances.  However, it is important to remember what he did in 
prison.  Look at Phil 1:12-14. 

The fact of the matter is this:  when contentment is defined as an 
unwillingness to work in something worthwhile we have changed the 
definition and corrupted the meaning of biblical contentment.  
Contentment, while it is a state of gladness or joy, can never be used 
to excuse laziness. 

Questions for the Counselee: 

1. How is it that you are taking the money that you have and 
seeking to invest it in productive places in the hopes of earning 
more (dreaming and not being lazy)? 
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2. Is your work ethic an accurate reflection of doing your best so 
that you might be blessed with greater responsibility and pay? 

3. What dreams do you have for the future? 

4. Do you do your best in whatever situation you are in realizing 
that God is in control? 

5. Are you able to say “no” to something you want if it would not 
be pleasing to the Lord – even if you have the money? 

V. Your Counselees must exercise w i s d o m  to become 
b i b l i c a l  p l a n n e r s  
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Principle #1.  Refusing to plan is irresponsible (Prov 6:6-10) 

This passage is important to help us understand that there are times that 
God may provide more than we have to have right now for something 
coming in the future.   

Principle #2.  Planning was never meant to be a nice word for 
“hoard” 
Principle #3.  Planning facilitates contentment 

By setting that money aside and only spending a portion of our 
monthly income we are beginning to put contentment into practice. 

Principle # 4.  Planning facilitates generosity 

Planning is not just designed to help us in the lean times, it is part of 
the way that you and I maximize our ability to make a difference for 
the cause of Christ. 

Principle # 5.  Plans are always dependent on the Lord  
(James 4:13-17) 

Questions for Counselees 

1. How much of your planning time is committed to how you will 
make a difference for the cause of Christ? 

2. In order to plan properly, what immediate “wants” are you 
giving up? 

3 How do you respond when your plan does not work? 

VI. Your Counselees must develop a godly dislike for 
D e b t  

In the first session I outlined ways of actually dealing with debt.  
Aside from the mechanics of debt that we looked at last time, the 
Bible gives a few reasons not to like it.     

1. Debt places the debtor at the mercy of the creditor  
(Prov 22:7, 22:26-27, Matt 5:25-26) 

2. Debt can encourage a lack of contentment and a selfish heart 
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3. Debt automatically limits options and presumes on the future 

It is a casual approach to debt that fails to understand its significance, its 
consequences, and the full impact of the decision. 

3 CHECKS TO MAKE SURE YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD 
DEBT IS CAUTIOUS 

Check #1:  There is a firm and wholehearted commitment to repay:  
ASAP! 

Check #2:  The asset gained on the loan could pay off the loan if 
necessary 

Check #3:  You are not relying on “heroic measures” to pay off the debt 

Questions for your counselees: 

→ Do you understand how a decision to take debt today 
impacts your finances 1, 3, and 5 years from now? 

→ Do you have an aversion to debt that takes debt cautiously 
and seeks to pay it off early? 

→ Do you have debt for items that have less value than the 
amount you owe for them? 

→ Do you pay off the balance on your credit card(s) every 
month? 

→ Do you know how to do an amortization schedule? 

VII. G e n e r o s i t y  to God is a statement of your 
counselees’ appreciation of what he or she has received 
from God 
A. Generosity is to be sacrificial (2 Cor 8:1-15) 
B. Generosity should be considered a privilege 
C. Generosity should extend both to the church and to 

the needy (James 1:26-27) 
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Questions for the Counselees 

1. Do you have an appropriate expressiveness to your thanksgiving 
for God’s provision that is seen by the Lord and those who 
know you? 

2. Have you grown in the last 5 years in your ability to be generous 
both in attitude (demonstrating that being generous is a 
privilege) and in action (seen the generosity line of your budget 
increase)? 

3. When you spend your money for things for your pleasure is 
there recognition that God has been good to you?  Not only in 
lip service but in the way you talk, in the way you pray, and the 
way you think? 

4. How has the concept of “celebrating God’s goodness” been 
communicated in your family?  Is it obvious to your spouse, to 
your children, to your parents? 

5. How much per year do you spend caring for the needs of others? 

VIII. Summary 
Here is a summary of the seven ways the gospel of Jesus impacts 
our use of the financial resources that God gives us: 

1. The gospel of Jesus implies that I and all that I have belongs to 
God and therefore I must be a good steward of it. 

2. The gospel of Jesus implies that I own all things already so I 
don’t need to be greedy 

3. The gospel of Jesus implies that his care for me can remove all of 
my worry about my life including my money 

4. The gospel of Jesus implies that his presence, rightly understood, 
can help me be content. 

5. The gospel of Jesus demonstrates God’s glorious wisdom, a 
wisdom that I ought to emulate in my planning. 

6. The gospel of Jesus implies that I owe nothing to anyone except 
love. 

7. The gospel of Jesus implies that I have a privilege to give to the 
Lord. 


