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Job Description 
 

Pastor of Families & Discipleship 

 

Definition: 

The Pastor of Families & Discipleship shall be a full-time member of the Shawnee Bible 

Church staff serving to disciple and equip families for the work of ministry (Eph 4:12). 

 

Qualifications: 

1. He must be a born-again believer, in full agreement with the Shawnee Bible Church 
constitution and doctrinal statement. 

2. He must fulfill the spiritual qualifications of an elder as set forth in the Word of God (1 
Tim 3:1–7; Titus 1:5–9). 

3. He must be spiritually mature, maintaining personal Bible study and prayer. 
4. He must have a burden for local-church ministries and support the total program of 

Shawnee Bible Church (beliefs, mission, and values). 
5. He must have gifts and passion to equip families in the work of the ministry. 
6. He must have the ability to work with people. 
7. He must be a member of (or must join) IFCA International (ifca.org). 
8. He must have completed (or must complete) certification with the Association of 

Certified Biblical Counselors (biblicalcounseling.com). 
 

Responsible to: 

As a member of the pastoral staff, the Pastor of Families & Discipleship shall be a member 

of the Shawnee Bible Church elder board and shall be directly responsible to that body 

for input and oversight. 

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

1. He shall provide administrative oversight and training as needed to the entire Family 
Ministries program of Shawnee Bible Church. 

2. Family ministries shall include general discipleship programs such as youth and 
children’s ministries; and specific ministries such as children’s Sunday School, 
children’s church, AWANA Club, Good News Club, summer ministries and activities, 
and such ministry as shall develop to equip families for discipleship. 

3. He shall develop the ministry of Christian education to the family, which seeks to 
promote spiritual development within the family unit. 

4. He shall actively develop youth discipleship and ministry opportunities for junior and 
senior high students. 

5. He shall assist with the counseling and administration of Shawnee Bible Church’s 
biblical counseling ministry. 

6. He shall participate in periodic preaching as determined by him and the Lead Pastor. 
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Specific Activities 
 

Regular/Weekly Work: 

Office Administration 

• Keep current on all communication (phone and email) 

• Oversee the weekly preparation of children’s bulletins 

• Oversee various family ministry teams: Sunday school, children’s church, 
AWANA Club 

• Create, print, order, and/or assemble any needed materials 

• Give adequate time to study and teaching preparation 

• Give adequate time to planning and organizing events and ministries (as needed) 

• Give adequate time to planning and organizing meetings (as needed) 
Weekly Teaching (in youth or children’s ministries) 

Periodic Preaching (in worship services as determined with Lead Pastor) 

Morning Staff Meeting/Prayer 

AWANA Club Involvement 

Good News Club Involvement 

Counseling (as opportunities arise) 

Mentoring (as opportunities arise) 

Visitation (as opportunities arise) 

 

Occasional/Seasonal Projects: 

• Maintain Sunday school and children’s church curriculum 

• Recruit and train ministry volunteers 

• Organize community outreaches (Community Day, Halloween event) 

• Participate in regional youth ministry events (IFCA Cultivate, Turkey Hill Retreat) 

• Assist with biblical counseling training (when offered) 
 

 

  



Shawnee Bible Church — 12921 W. 61st Street, Shawnee, KS 66216 — www.shawneebiblechurch.org 

Shawnee Bible Church Mission & Values 
 
 

The mission of Shawnee Bible Church is  
to glorify God by continually growing  

faithful followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

We Believe: 
 
Followers of Christ grow in: 
 
Conviction (knowing Christ)  
Character (becoming like Christ) 
Competence (communicating Christ) 
 
 
 

We Value: 
 
 

Biblical Exposition: Hearing from God Together 
 
Biblical Theology: Understanding God’s Truth Together 
 
Biblical Soul Care: Caring and Counseling Together 
 
Biblical Mission: Ministering the Gospel Together 
 
Biblical Community: Belonging to Christ Together 
 
Biblical Leadership: Moving Forward Together 
 
Biblical Worship: Responding to God Together 
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Biblical Exposition: Hearing from God Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value biblical exposition, mainly through a regular diet 

of expository preaching1 in our corporate worship services. We are convinced that when 

the Word of God is faithfully and accurately taught the voice of God is heard. We do not 

believe that God speaks to believers apart from the content of his written Word which 

points to the Living Word, Jesus Christ. We see preaching the Scriptures as the lifeblood 

of the local church (2 Timothy 4:1–5). 

We value expository preaching as the most important characteristic of a biblical local 

church because if we get it right, then the rest of what we believe and do will follow. We 

believe that the Bible originates with God (2 Timothy 3:14–16) and is without error. 

Therefore, we have a high view of the authority of Scripture and are convinced that God 

has given it to us for the purpose of knowing and obeying him. Additionally, we are 

confident that as we understand it, we are enlightened to know the very mind of Christ (1 

Corinthians 2:16) through the faith once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 3). 

Throughout human history, God has revealed himself by words. In the beginning, he 

spoke directly with the first humans, Adam and Eve. Later, he personally called Abraham 

into a covenant relationship with himself in order to create his chosen people to bless the 

entire world. Throughout Israel’s history, God gave his people the “covenants,” the “Law,” 

and the “promises,” often speaking directly to their “fathers” (Romans 9:4–5)—all 

effectively preserved in the Old Testament writings. However, we believe God has spoken 

most clearly and completely through the incarnation of his Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 

1:1–4). Hence, in retelling the story of Jesus, John refers to him as the very “Word” 

(revelation) of God, whose life and teaching are effectively preserved in the New 

Testament writings. We believe that in the Gospel message God has finally spoken 

(Hebrews 1:2) so that now we “must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, 

so that we do not drift away” (Hebrews 2:1). 

Therefore, we believe in constantly returning to the text of Scripture—reading it, 

explaining it, and understanding it in context. We believe that in the gift of Scripture God 

has granted to us everything we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:2–4). 

 
 

1 Expository preaching” is the discipline of purposefully teaching verse by verse through a text of Scripture 

with a goal to proclaim what that passage communicates to today’s hearers. This includes understanding and 

explaining its historical and grammatical context. Expository preaching explicitly seeks to be “exegetical” 

(drawing the meaning out of a passage) and not “eisegetical” (reading a foreign meaning into it). 
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Biblical Theology: Comprehending God’s Truth Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value comprehending and living by biblical theology. 

“Biblical theology” means genuinely and skillfully searching out answers to questions of 

life from God’s point of view. This comes by studying his truth as it has been revealed in 

the Bible. We recognize that God’s will is perfect and unchanging, and we want to 

discover and submit to him in all areas of faith and practice. We recognize that a major 

problem in our culture today is that people often believe to be true what they want to be 

true. The faithful Christian life is very different: we don’t believe humans inherently 

possess adequate knowledge of God’s truth but must discover it through what he has 

progressively revealed in the Bible. 

If biblical exposition involves how we faithfully study the Bible, biblical theology 

involves what we comprehend Scripture teaches. We believe that the Old and New 

Testaments form one single unit inspired and assembled by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20–

21), ultimately revealing one story called “redemptive history.” Biblical theology answers 

questions within the context of this grand story and thereby avoids lopsidedness.2 

Questions that biblical theology answers are various and sundry: “What is the ministry 

of the Holy Spirit?” “Are there distinct roles for men and women?” “What is the local 

church?” “What is worship?” “What is the kingdom of God?” (And many more.) In 

answering such questions, we are not satisfied until we can express a “biblical theology 

of the Holy Spirit” (or gender roles, or the church, or worship, etc.). Sometimes it is 

claimed that this discipline is not necessary and that “we just need to teach the Bible.” 

However, we believe that such a notion is mistaken because studying God’s Word with 

correct purpose leads to useful comprehension (2 Timothy 3:16–17). 

Additionally, it can be demonstrated from Scripture itself that biblical authors (and 

characters) were adept at using biblical theology in their writings and teaching. Jesus 

himself demonstrated a convincing example in Luke 24 when “beginning with Moses and 

with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 

Scriptures” (v. 27, NASB). In a desire to be like our Lord, we want to be faithful and skillful 

to do the same as we seek to live by Scripture. 

 

 

 
2 Thus, a biblical theology of Jesus Christ would include seemingly paradoxical themes as the “lamb led to 

slaughter” (Isaiah 53:7) as well as the “Lion of Judah”  (Revelation 5:5). 
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Biblical Soul Care: Caring & Counseling Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value biblical care and loving support  outside of 

classrooms and our corporate gatherings. We believe that biblical counseling has a major 

role in the church because it organically grows out of biblical exposition and biblical 

theology. We practice historic biblical counseling which seeks to be exegetical in nature, 

that is, drawn out of Scripture not merely “in agreement” with it. We see opportunity to 

minister in the problems we face because Jesus warned, “in the world you will have 

tribulation [trials and sorrows] but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33, 

NASB, emphasis added). We believe the distressing problems of life ultimately find 

solution and balm in the One who has overcome the world. 

Biblical “soul care” is a component of church care which seeks to apply the gospel to 

various trials, hardships, and sin issues in the lives of believers. It is a model of 

discipleship-oriented counseling that views Scripture as sufficient for addressing our non-

organic problems of living because, in the true knowledge of God, he has given us 

"everything pertaining to life and godliness" (2 Peter 1:3, NASB). 

We are committed to the position that Scripture provides the only authoritative guide 

for what we are to believe and how we are to live (2 Timothy 3:16–17). Biblical  counseling  

training  focuses on the  competent and compassionate use of Scripture, theological truth, 

and the supportive life of the local church for helping the weak, admonishing the unruly, 

and encouraging the fainthearted (1 Thessalonians 5:14). Biblical counseling is not based 

on man’s wisdom, opinions, experience, or concepts of behavior (1 Corinthians 2:12–16). 

We do not agree with or practice psychotherapy. We see biblical soul care as a loving 

discipleship involvement in the lives of believers and an evangelistic effort in the lives of 

unbelievers. 

We seek to cultivate both a formal and informal function for biblical soul care at 

Shawnee Bible Church. Formally, we have credentialed counselors who have completed 

rigorous training and earned certification with the Association of Certified Biblical 

Counselors (www.biblicalcounseling.com). Informally, we desire to foster a “culture” of 

soul care and change-oriented discipleship among our members as they build one 

another up in truth and love (Ephesians 4:11–16). We provide focused classroom 

instruction to develop these skills. Furthermore, we believe competent preaching of God’s 

Word provides a constant diet for equipping believers to encourage, admonish, and help 

one another “live godly in the present age” (Titus 2:12). 
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Biblical Mission: Ministering the Gospel Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value an emphasis and focus on the gospel in all areas 

of life. The mission of every local church is not vague, unclear, or yet to be determined 

by some new instruction. It has been clearly given to us by our Lord: namely, to proclaim 

the good news of Jesus Christ to all creation (Mark 16:15), making disciples of all nations 

by baptizing and teaching them (Matthew 28:19–20). We clarify that ministering the 

gospel entails communicating and calling individuals to respond to the truth of Christ’s 

life, death, burial, and resurrection for the forgiveness of sins (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). 

While many other worthwhile activities vie for our attention, we carefully reserve our 

corporate focus upon gospel-centered ministry as opposed to political involvement, 

humanitarian work, or social reform.3 

It is our conviction that all believers are “ministers of the gospel.” That is not to say we 

fail to recognize the New Testament office of pastor/elder (which is to be fulfilled by 

biblically qualified men). Rather, we believe all followers  of  Christ  are  to  be  equipped  

by  the  leadership  of  the  local church for the work of service (Ephesians  4:12–13). This 

work of service entails speaking gospel truth to others while also attesting to it by a godly 

lifestyle of love and good deeds (Ephesians 2:8–10; Hebrews 10:24–25). 

We believe the gospel effectively penetrates and brings some measure of change to 

every believer in the areas of conviction, their sincere beliefs that motivate action; 

character, their patterns of behavior and desire; and competence, their growth in ability 

to serve Christ by ministering his truth to others. Consequently, we value and emphasize 

a biblical understanding of conversion—that no matter who individuals are or what they 

have done, if they are “in Christ” God forgives and changes them through the power of 

the gospel (Romans 1:16). We reject the notion that people can have genuine saving faith 

in Jesus Christ and yet their lives lack any sign of new birth, any desire for change, or any 

indication of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence (Galatians 5:16–26). 

We seek to be faithful and effective in our own community by ministering the gospel 

with this focus, and we are committed to fulfilling the Great Commission by promoting the 

same work throughout the world. We support missionary partners and mission agencies 

that believe and practice this gospel focus through planting local churches and/or 

propagating biblical discipleship. 

 
3 We reject the use of any verbiage or analytical tools drawn from “social justice” theories for communicating 

or ministering the historic, New Testament gospel.  



Shawnee Bible Church — 12921 W. 61st Street, Shawnee, KS 66216 — www.shawneebiblechurch.org 

Biblical Community: Belonging to Christ Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value the local church as a biblical community. In 

current American religious life, choosing a church can be treated more like a consumer-

driven decision based on benefit rather than joining a community where members belong 

to something or someone grander than themselves. 

A biblical theology of what it means to “belong” to a local church starts with what Jesus 

said it means to belong to him: “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 

and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:34, NASB). We believe the Christian 

life is not a retail decision but a loving abandonment to follow our Lord and Savior in 

response to his great love and sacrifice for us (Ephesians 5:1–2). Fundamentally, this 

includes involvement in a local church—a “flock” that is the physical expression of “the 

church of God which he purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28, NASB). 

We recognize that all true Christians are “members” of the universal church, which 

Paul calls The Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27)—that innumerable assembly of all 

believers in Jesus. However, we also believe that such a “membership” is expressed 

tangibly in the local   church  community, which is the “local, living, and loving collection 

of people committed to Christ, to regularly assemble and have his Word preached and 

obeyed, including Christ’s commands to baptize and celebrate the Lord’s Supper.”4 Thus, 

we see the local church as more than a preaching point or a classroom. It is a community 

of regenerate believers in Jesus Christ who are joined together in fellowship by tangibly 

belonging to Christ under biblically qualified leadership (Acts 20:28–32; 1 Peter 5:1–4). 

We see Shawnee Bible Church as such a community of the members of Christ’s body. 

In order to foster this mutual belonging, after profession of faith, we ask individuals to join 

our church by completing a membership class where our statement of faith and mission 

and values are clearly communicated and where basic elements of biblical membership 

are taught. By belonging to Shawnee Bible Church, believers indicate their commitment 

to cooperate with beliefs and practices, regularly attend gatherings, prayerfully and 

financially support the ministry, and faithfully strive to fulfill the biblical “one another” 

responsibilities of love and accountability. This formal membership is required for 

individuals to serve in various ministries or on our leadership teams. 

 

 
4 Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 157. 
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Biblical Leadership: Moving Forward Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value biblically recognized leadership among the 

congregation (cf. Philippians 1:1). For gospel ministry to be accomplished effectively in 

and through the local church, it must be led well—similarly to the fact that no one will 

organize for battle if the bugle produces an indistinct sound (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:8). We 

believe God has established two leadership offices in the local church: elders and 

deacons, who lead the church in spiritual health and spiritual service, respectively. 

While we recognize diverse models of church government have been practiced 

throughout history and in our present day, we believe that the New Testament portrays 

the core leadership unit in the local church as being a plurality of elder/shepherds who 

skillfully exercise servant oversight over the congregation being careful to remain free 

from compulsion and selfish gain (1 Peter 5:1–4). The qualifications of these individuals 

are the subject of extensive instruction by the Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 

We believe elders are to be men who are mature in the faith, having demonstrated faithful 

conviction in biblical theology, tested character that is above reproach, and proven 

competence in teaching and leading others. 

We do not see elder leadership as the same thing as a board of directors. The biblical 

concept of an elder is pastoral. Elders “shepherd the flock of God” (Acts 2:28 and 1 Peter 

5:2), which includes spiritually feeding protecting, leading, rescuing, healing, and 

providing for the needs of the sheep. We do not see an essential difference between the 

terms “elder and “pastor.” Our elder team is comprised of “staff elders” (pastors) and “lay 

elders” who serve on a volunteer basis. 

While not directly referring to elders and deacons, we believe Acts 6 portrays the 

correct (and emerging) pattern for local church leadership where the apostles remained 

devoted “to prayer and the ministry of the Word” (Acts 6:4) while seven service-oriented 

men were selected for caring for physical needs among the congregation (the basic 

pattern for elders and deacons respectively). Hence, we see deacons functioning as 

leaders and caregivers for the physical needs of the congregation. Their qualifications are 

also specifically outlined in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. With the early church thus organized, 

“The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of disciples continued to increase… 

becoming obedient to the word” (Acts 6:7, NASB). This is our leadership vision for moving 

forward in accomplishing our mission of continually growing faithful followers of Christ. 
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Biblical Worship: Responding to God Together 
 

At Shawnee Bible Church, we value biblical worship. In view of all the ways that God 

demonstrates his greatness and his goodness through his Son Jesus Christ, we believe 

that the sincere and humble response of all believers is to give him all the credit 

(Ephesians 3:20–21). Along with the Apostle Paul, we do not “consider anything as 

coming from ourselves…” (2 Corinthians 3:5). In our desire to be focused and organized 

for gospel ministry, we confess that we cannot manufacture faith, repentance, and new 

life but that we depend wholly upon the goodness and grace of God through the work of 

the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:4–7). Additionally, we do not seek to function merely out of duty or 

habit but out of sincere love and gratitude to God (Revelation 2:1–7). 

We see worship first and foremost as a lifestyle of loving submission—the response 

of knowing God through his Word, receiving his grace, and surrendering ourselves to him 

(James 4:5–10). A major way that we worship and submit to God is through genuine 

dependent prayer. Ultimately, we believe that prayer does not involve coming to God in 

order to “get” from him but to “be given” more fully to his will (Matthew 26:39). At the same 

time, we recognize that God delights to grant his children’s requests (Matthew 7:7–11). 

Another fundamental expression of worship to God is biblically loving others, 

especially other believers. The Apostle John cautioned, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ 

and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:20, NASB). We see commitment 

to the local church, with all its responsibilities and opportunities to sacrificially give of 

ourselves to others, as one of the truest contexts for worshipping God. 

In such ways we worship God at all times; however, we believe that in the corporate 

gathering of the local church, we celebrate God’s grace, confess our need for him, and 

submit to him together as one body. Therefore, in our worship services we assemble to 

hear the Bible preached and read (2 Timothy 4:1–2), to pray together (Acts 2:42), to 

observe the Lord’s Table5 (1 Corinthians 11:23–26), to financially give towards God’s work 

(2 Corinthians 8–9), and to sing God’s praise (Psalm 149:1–4). We believe these means 

of grace build us up to “[stand] firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 

faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27). 

  

 
5 We celebrate communion once a month.  
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Shawnee Bible Church Doctrinal Statement 

 

(1) The Holy Scriptures 

We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the verbally inspired 
Word of God, the final authority for faith and life, inerrant in the original writings, infallible 
and God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Matthew 5:18; John 16:12-13). 

(2) The Godhead 

We believe in one Triune God, eternally existing in three persons–Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit–co-eternal in being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and glory, and having 
the same attributes and perfections (Deuteronomy 6:4; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Matthew 
28:19; John 14:16, 26). 

(3) The Person and Work of Christ 

a. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without 
ceasing to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, 
in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men (John 1:1-2,14; Luke 1:35; Micah 
5:2; Titus 2:11-13; Philippians 5:13). 

b. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross for all mankind as a 
representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice, and that the sufficiency of this atoning 
sacrifice to accomplish the redemption and justification of all who trust in Him is assured by 
His literal, physical resurrection from the dead (Romans 3:24-25; Romans 4:25; Ephesians 
1:7; 1 Timothy 4:10; Hebrews 2:9; 1 Peter 1:3-5; 1 Peter 2:24 and 2 Peter 2:1). 

c. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven, and is now exalted at the 
right hand of God, where, as our high priest, He fulfills the ministry of representative, 
intercessor, and advocate (Acts 1:9-10; Hebrews 9:24; Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34; 1 
John 2:1-2). 

(4) The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 

a. We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, 
and of judgment; and, that He is the supernatural agent in regeneration, baptizing all 
believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of redemption 
(John 16:8-11; 2 Corinthians 3:6; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 1:13-
14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Titus 3:5). 

b. We believe that He is the divine teacher who guides believers into all truth; and, that it is 
the privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit (John 16:13; 1 John 
2:20, 27; Ephesians 5:18). 

(5) The Total Depravity of Man 

We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of God, but that in Adam’s sin 
the race fell, inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God; and, that man is 
totally depraved, and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition (Genesis 1:26-
27; Romans 3:22-23; Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-3,12). 
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(6) Salvation 

We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the 
forgiveness of our sins (Ephesians 2:8-10; John 1:12; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19). 

(7) The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers 

a. We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s power and are thus 
secure in Christ forever (John 6:37-40; John 10:27-30; Romans 8:1,38-39; 1 Corinthians 
1:4-8; 1 Peter 1:5). 

b. We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation 
through the testimony of God’s Word; which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian 
liberty as an occasion to the flesh (Romans 13:13-14; Galatians 5:13; Titus 2:11-15). 

(8) The Two Natures of the Believer 

We believe that every saved person possesses two natures, with provision made for victory 
of the new nature over the old nature through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit; and, 
that all claims to the eradication of the old nature in this life are unscriptural (Romans 
6:13; Romans 8:12-13; Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:10; 1 Peter 
1:14-16; 1 John 3:5-9). 

(9) Separation 

We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring reproach upon 
their Savior and Lord; and, that separation from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful 
pleasures, practices and associations is commanded of God (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Romans 
12:1-2; Romans 14:13; John 2:15-17; 2 John 1:9-11; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1). 

(10) Missions 

We believe that it is the obligation of the saved to witness by life and by word to the truths 
of Holy Scripture and to seek to proclaim the gospel to all mankind (Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; 2 
Corinthians 5:19-20). 

(11) The Ministry and Spiritual Gifts 

a. We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowment of all His gifts; and, that the Spirit 
gives the gifts for the edifying and perfecting of the saints today; and, that speaking in 
tongues and the working of sign miracles gradually ceased as the New Testament 
Scriptures were completed and their authority became established (1 Corinthians 12:4-
11; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 4:7-12, 1 Corinthians 13:8). 

b. We believe that God does hear and answer the prayer of faith, in accord with His own 
will, for the sick and afflicted (John 15:7; 1 John 5:14-15). 

(12) The Church 

a. We believe that the Church, which is the body and the espoused bride of Christ, is a 
spiritual organism made up of all born-again persons of this present age (Ephesians 1:22-
23; Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; 2 Corinthians 11:2). 

b. We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is clearly taught 
and defined in the New Testament Scriptures (Acts 14:27; Acts 20:17, 28-32; 1 Timothy 
3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11). 
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c. We believe in the autonomy of the local church free of any external authority or control 
(Acts 13:1-4; Acts 15:19-31; Acts 20:28; Romans 16:1,4; 1 Corinthians 3:9,16; 1 
Corinthians 5:4-7,13; 1 Peter 5:1-4). 

d. We believe in the ordinances of believer’s water baptism and the Lord’s Supper as 
scriptural means of testimony for the church age (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-42; Acts 
18:8; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 

(13) Dispensationalism 

We believe that the Scriptures interpreted in their natural, literal sense reveal divinely 
determined dispensations or rules of life, which define man’s responsibilities in successive 
ages. These dispensations are not ways of salvation, but rather divinely ordered 
stewardships by which God directs man according to His purpose. 

Three of these - the age of law, the age of the Church, and the age of the millennial kingdom 
- are the subjects of detailed revelation in Scripture (John 1:17; 1 Corinthians 9:17; 2 
Corinthians 3:9-18; Galatians 3:13-25; Ephesians 1:10; Ephesians 3:2-10; Colossians 
1:24-25; Hebrews 7:19; Revelation 20:2-6). 

(14) The Personality of Satan 

We believe that Satan is a person, the author of sin and the cause of the fall; that he is the 
open and declared enemy of God and man; and, that he shall be eternally punished in the 
Lake of Fire (Job 1:6-7; Isaiah 14:12-17; Matthew 4:2-11; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 
20:10). 

(15) The Second Advent of Christ 

We believe in that “Blessed Hope,” the personal, imminent, pre-tribulation and pre-
millennial coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His redeemed ones; and in His subsequent 
return to earth, with His saints, to establish His millennial kingdom (1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18; Zechariah 14:4-11; Revelation 19:11-16; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 
5:9; Revelation 3:10). 

(16) The Eternal State 

a. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, and the unsaved 
to judgment and everlasting punishment (Matthew 25:46; John 5:28-29; John 11:25-
26; Revelation 20:5-6, 12-13). 

b. We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and 
present with the Lord, where in conscious bliss they await the first resurrection, when spirit, 
soul and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord (Luke 23:43; Revelation 
20:4-6; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; Philippians 3:21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

c. We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious misery until 
the second resurrection, when with soul and body reunited they shall appear at the Great 
White Throne Judgment, and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but 
to suffer everlasting conscious punishment (Luke 16:19-26; Matthew 25:41-46; 2 
Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 20:11-15). 
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