
Sequence of e-mail exchanges between Pastor Steve Viars 
 and Purdue University Professor 

Initial unsolicited e-mail from Purdue Professor – 9/11/19 – 7:02 am 

Dear Pastor: Thank you for caring enough to write the Journal & Courier about 
your concerns regarding a chicken franchise on Purdue’s campus. It is God’s 
work that you reply to this situation. Personally, I cannot stand the warmed over, 
slithery offerings of Chik-fil-A, but clearly there is some demand for this awful 
product on campus. Setting aside my subjective reaction to the taste of Chik-fil-A 
products, you point to a higher purpose, which I commend. Your letter to the JC 
asks us to think better and higher than our immediate reactions to a Chik-fil-A 
franchise. So smart. Thank you for being rational. Let’s think even more 
thoughtfully because unfortunately, while I agree with your anti-bullying premise, 
your analogies are poor and even dangerous. They sound like a typical afternoon of 
right-wing talk on American Family Radio. For example, Chik-fil-A continues to 
support anti LGBTQ policies. That’s documented, as I’m sure you know. That 
support has been sustained over time. So, Chik-fil-A is steeped even now in anti 
LTBTQ policy and rational people can rightly call out that agenda. Anyone 
thinking slowly and patiently should be against this per the instruction of your 
letter to the JC. Further, you (unintentionally I assume) promote a false flag 
concerning Drew Brees. The primary criticism of Brees was not that he encouraged 
kids to take Bibles to school but that he partnered with Focus on the Family, a 
famously anti-LGBTQ organization, to promote his message. Finally, the situation 
with the Florida child who was bullied for making his own Longhorn T-shirt 
design is misapplied in your letter per the Purdue Chik-fil-A situation. The 
bullied boy in your analogy is not the company nor the students who want the 
franchise on campus. The bullying is actually coming from many of the 
proponents of a Purdue Chik-fil-A franchise. They are using it as a political cudgel 
to make an anti-LGBTQ statement. I care enough to write you because it seems you 
have a good message about bullying. However, you will not be doing God’s work 
if you step into the pulpit and use the examples you offer in your letter to the JC. 
That is some ugly (and accidental I’m sure) strain working through you. It’s a 
poisonous black ink you need to exorcise. Ironically, as you seem to admit, you 
show classic symptoms of prosopolempsia. You reflexively want to defend the 
indefensible. Chik-fil-A is a company that historically donates money to 
organizations that seek to cause harm to the liberty of LGBTQ-citizens. It is the 
right, and probably duty, of thoughtful students to question whether our campus 
should host a company with a long record of bullying LGBTQ citizens. You frame 
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the argument as students being intolerant of conservative viewpoints. That 
argument only works if you adopt the notion that conservative viewpoints 
legitimately include causing harm to the liberty of LGBTQ citizens. From my point 
of view, as a man married to a man, and as citizen equal to you in the eyes of the 
law, my liberty is not up for debate. Ultimately, your letter suggests that 
conservative Christianity does have the right to cause me harm and question my 
liberty. You take a sledge hammer to the very Bible verses you quote. I’m sure you 
are a good person, so please don’t read into this letter any animosity. We could 
never be friends, however, and I could never accept your false statements of love 
because I’d always know that you’ll always cast votes which cause me and my 
husband harm and that your best guess is that we’re going to Hell. As for Chik-fil-
A on campus, you just watch the first day they open and the students who line 
up to eat that terrible chicken just to make an openly hateful anti-LGBTQ point. 
Whose side will you be on then? [emphasis added]

Response from Viars to Purdue Professor on 9/11/19 at 3:16 

From: Steve Viars <sviars@faithlafayette.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 3:16 PM 
Subject: Re: New message from Faith Lafayette - Your J&C Letter 

Hello -----------, 

Thank you for your note.  Please excuse the brevity of my reply.  I am traveling to 
Panama and then on to Bolivia today.  I am very thankful for the great hunger that 
exists around the world on the part of men and women who want to hear the Word 
of God.  I am looking forward to making new friends from different cultures. 

I am saddened that you believe we could not be friends or have a relationship 
characterized by genuine love. One of the many highlights of my 32 years in 
Lafayette is the pleasure I’ve had to spend time with people from the LGBTQ 
community. There are individuals who would say that, in spite of our 
differences, we have become friends who truly love one another. In January, 
Baker Books will be publishing a book I just wrote entitled Loving Your 
Community in which I discuss this phenomenon. I believe two people can have 
different views on significant topics like human sexuality and the definition of 
marriage and still find much common ground and reason to love each other well. 
But I also learned in grade school that kissing someone who does not want to be 
smooched generally does not end up well. 
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I think the crux of our disagreement is that I believe people with different views 
on morality can and should peacefully coexist in the same community or campus. 
You should be able to choose your epistemological source and live/advocate in a 
way that is consistent with your beliefs and so should I. 

In my article, I am actually calling you and the rest of our community to 
something far more substantive than you suggest. It’s not just a matter of looking 
beyond ChickFilA’s products so you can then more thoughtfully, as you framed it, 
shame and ostracize them and even deny their right to do business on Purdue’s 
campus. I am suggesting that the best approach is for you to allow people like me, 
the owners of Chick-FilA, Drew Brees, Focus on the Family, etc to hold our 
biblical views on human sexuality and the definition of marriage without 
wrongfully judging, discriminating against, and bullying us. There are two sets of 
rights here, not just one.  

The three illustrations I used were not just appropriate—they were spot on. I’m not 
one of your undergrads, -----------. We are the kid in the orange t-shirt. You don’t 
have to like the team we cheer for or affirm the way we made our swag. But it is 
morally wrong for you to bully us and try to marginalize us from public life simply 
because we choose to operate our lives on the basis of God’s Word. That kind of 
behavior is especially reprehensible on a university campus. 

You suggested that I have an opinion about your eternal destiny. Nothing could be 
further from the truth because that would be a significant example of 
prosopolempsia.  I do not believe in making judgments about people on face 
value. However, I am passionately concerned about the eternal destiny of every 
person in our town which is why I’ve dedicated my life to sharing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ with anyone who wishes to listen. If you ever decide to place yourself 
in that category, my time is yours. 

I think you are incorrect in your analysis of people who eat at ChickFilA 
[Incidentally, I do not like fast food of any kind and rarely eat it]. They are not 
lining up to make a statement about the LGBTQ community—the people I know 
rarely talk about these topics. They’ll be there because they like the customer 
service, the sweet tea, and the golden brown waffle fries. You choosing to believe 
otherwise is proof of the necessity of my article — you are rashly and improperly 
judging them. 

If my analysis is correct -----------, then here’s where that leaves you and the people 
on the Purdue Senate. You’re the sneering girls at the elementary school lunchroom 
table in FL. You’re treating ChickFilA the same way a similar group of people 
treated me, my family, and our church when we were building Faith West. Some 
were astute enough to recognize that when we named the project Faith 

 3



West, the “Faith” wasn’t in reference to our church per se, but instead it was “the 
faith that was once and for all delivered to the saints”, aka the Bible. There are 
people at Purdue and in W Lafayette who absolutely detest God’s Word because 
its message does not line up with their lifestyle or beliefs. Consequently some of 
them went to unbelievable lengths to shame, mock, ridicule and bully us out of 
town. That didn’t go so well and now Faith West has become a fabulously 
successful project. 

That’s what I love about how the UT T-shirt story ended. A power higher than the 
mocking girls, in this case the athletic department at UT, showed up in ways no 
one would have expected with a huge case of free UT swag. And while the bullied 
little boy joyfully and freely shared with all his classmates, the mockers sat in the 
corner and sulked. Exactly. 

You don’t have to like my epistemological source, -----------.  But I have to love 
you enough to tell you that you are on the wrong side of history.  And here’s why 
— “the grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of our God stands 
forever.”  Wise people don’t bully that. 

Steve Viars 

Response from Purdue Professor on 9/11 at 10:02 pm 

Steve: 

You didn't read my letter carefully and thoughtfully. You skimmed and responded, 
otherwise there's no way you would have mischaracterized what I wrote to 
you.  The simplest example of this is that I have in no venue said Chik-fil-A 
should not get a franchise on campus. In a nutshell, I only said that Chik-fil-A 
actively donates to organizations that harm LGBTQ citizens. We are equal in the 
eyes of the state.  I question the idea that any university should support businesses 
which actively seek to undermine the civil liberties of LGBTQ citizens.  You have 
no legitimate love in your heart if you thing it's a valid discussion to discriminate 
against LGBTQ citizens in employment, housing, and state sanctioned 
marriage.  

The sad thing is, you reply to me was really a letter to yourself.   Enjoy your 
travels. I pray you don't meet any LGBTQ folks. They don't need to meet a false 
prophet. [emphasis added]

At this point Viars chose not to respond because of the tone of the Purdue 
Professor’s note. 
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Additional unsolicited e-mail from Purdue Professor on 9/11/19 at 10:33 pm 

I need to add that I was warned not to engage you. That you are not a critical 
thinker. I thought I saw in you letter a glimmer of hope that you could be reached. 
But no,it's clear you want to legitimize Christianity as a hate weapon. I'm not 
fooled.  Please don't write me further. You are what others called you out to be. A 
religious bigot with a smile. The word "love" coming out of your mouth is Satan 
speaking. I don't respond to Satan.  [emphasis added]
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