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For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith…For whoever lacks 
these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former sins. 

2 Peter 1:5, 10 
 
Are you suffering from a form of Spiritual Amnesia?  

1) What would Spiritual Amnesia look like? 
2) Are you suffering from a form of Spiritual Amnesia?  

a. How does John 3:16 impact your heart’s responses when you don’t 
receive the coveted invitation, when your children disrespect you in 
front of friends or when your roast fails to cook? 

b. My identity that I'm one who's been loved immeasurably by God and 
have been made one with him, will continually be contrasted with this 
statement: My identity and self-worth is determined by whether I am 
popular, respected, a winner, and well-fed.  

3) Why would it matter? 
a. “For this very reason…” (2 Peter 1:5-10). 
b. It matters because it will have a direct and concrete impact on your 

sanctification.  
c. It matters because it will have a direct and concrete impact on your 

sanctification.  
d. Peter writes that one reason we don't grow in ordinary, grateful 

obedience as we should is because we've got amnesia: we've forgotten 
that we were cleansed from our sins.  

e. In other words, he’s saying that ongoing failure in sanctification (slow 
process of change into Christlikeness) is the direct result of failing to 
remember God’s love for us in Christ.  

f. If we lack the comfort and assurance that his love and cleansing are 
meant to supply, our failures will handcuff us to yesterday’s sins and 
we won’t have the faith or courage to fight against them, nor the love 
for God that’s meant to empower this battle. 

g. You'll be blinded to the realities you need to embrace in order for 
growth to occur:  

i. How can our faith grow if all we can see is the record of our 
failure? 

ii. Our virtue or moral excellence will grow in direct proportion to 
our apprehension of the fact that we've been cleansed, forgiven 
and loved. 

iii. We'll grow in our knowledge and acquaintance of him because 
we won't be afraid of him. In fact, studying and fellowshipping 
with him will become our delight because he is so delightful. 



 
 

iv. Self-control will come more easily because the idols that used 
to draw us away from him will have lost their power to entice. 
Remember, it doesn't take much self-control to compel loving 
obedience and service to one who is so wonderful you love to 
make him smile.  

v. Our steadfastness will grow in response to his steadfast love for 
us. Especially when we face trials and suffering, when we're 
most tempted to give up, we won't be blinded by our pain, but 
will instead see him standing there faithfully before us with 
nail-pierced hands and feet, making intercession for us that our 
faith will not fail.  

vi. And finally, we'll love because we'll be sensible to the fact that 
we've been loved. The kind of love God has called us to is 
responsive in nature, it's not something that we can 
manufacture on our own. We'll love God because he's loved us 
and we'll love others for the same reason. 

The Identity Gift: Christ is your life 
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.    
~Colossians 3:4 

1) You need an alien identity because your natural identity will never suffice. 
a. You are more sinful and flawed than you ever dared believe.  
b. You are more loved and welcomed than you ever dared hope.  
c. You are completely forgiven and God has no wrath left for you 

(Romans 8:1).  
d. Can you say with assurance that when the Father looks at you he says, 

“This is my beloved son/daughter in whom I am well-pleased”? 
2) Consider the wonder of the fact that God’s love is everlasting. There is a 

wonder about this fact, since there are so many things that might well be 
thought likely to limit and stay the love of God to such beings as we are:  

a. Our unworthiness. 
b. Our indifference.  
c. Our unfaithfulness.  

3) And yet… 
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