Mom2Mom Relationships
Biblical Motherhood - Marriage and Family
APPLY

(Last week’s teaching is in grey for context)

((Teachers, It would be helpful if you would listen to Purpose - Creation Mandate Joyful Journey episode prior to teaching this.  Additionally,studying  the Creation Mandate handout would be helpful))
((Review Gen 1:26-28 and the points that were made in the previous lessons.))


IV.  ((click)) Carry out God’s purpose and plan efficiently through complementary roles in marriage  (10 minutes)

A. ((click)) Marriage provides a companionable partnership with unity and purpose in completing the Creation Mandate.  Biological differences and complementarity of their roles allow the mission to be fulfilled better.  Both man and woman worshipped and worked full-time out of their home to fulfill God’s mission.
Gen 2:15-17  15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”
Gen 2:18   Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper (EZER) suitable for him.” 
Gen 2:24 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

B.  ((click))Marriage provides unconditional love and acceptance, imaging God the Father’s and Jesus the Son’s love and acceptance of us.  
Gen 2:25 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

C. ((click)) Marriage allows us to coordinate the completion of the Creation Mandate efficiently under biblical authority structures.  Biblical authority allows for coordinated and purposeful efforts to be harmonized for greater effectiveness and less wasted energy or efforts. God teaches us to use our authority and power to serve and protect others.  Authority and power in relationships should never be used to force other people to serve us.
Ephesians 5:22-28 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.  25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 

D.  ((click))Marriage allows us to image Christ’s intimate relationship with the church vividly.  Biblical marriage is an application of the gospel. Marriage was designed to provide companionship, pleasure, and enjoyment.  Marital sex tells the physical story that a spiritual union has taken place.  Human marriage was designed to tell the story that a spiritual union has taken place between Christ and the church. Husbands represent Jesus and wives represent the church.  Jesus sacrifices to purify and strengthen the church, and husbands are commanded to mirror that. Wives represent the church who is being sanctified.  
Eph 5:25-33 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.[a] 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body.. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

V. ((click)) Replicate God’s purpose and plan through families  (10 minutes)
A.  ((click))The family creates a secure and stable foundation from which new life can enter the world.  
Gen 1:28 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

B. ((click)) Family provided the relationship, safety, direction, and provision for receiving and generationally replicating God’s purpose for humans.
Deut 4:4-9  4 But you who held fast to the Lord your God are all alive today. 5 See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you today? 9 “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children— 
Deut 6:4-9  4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[b] 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
Eph 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

C. ((click)) All family members worship, work, and are educated full-time together in their home to fulfill God’s mission for themselves and the created world.  They go worshipping from their homes to their local church where they join other families to worship corporately.  
Col 3:12-17 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

D. ((click)) Each member is working together for a unified, common vision under the leadership of the husband/daddy (if present).  Each family member is participating in a greater purpose than any one of them could accomplish on their own.  
Col 3:18-21 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

Optional Memory Verse: Gen 2:18   Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 

How do you apply this in your life:
Examples of possible applications:
· I can invest in my marriage being a source of joy for both spouses.
· I can study God’s Word to see how I might be able to grow in my understanding of marriage roles and responsibilities.
· I could take a class with my spouse to learn more about biblical marriage.
· I can solve problems in my marriage instead of letting them fester.
· I can embrace sexual intimacy with my spouse that is life-giving and pleasurable.
· I can learn how my marriage now tell the story of Christ and the church.
· I can invest in the permanency of my marriage and view both our parents and our children appropriately.
· I can invest in the stability of our family by solving problems proactively.
· I can see my family as a gift.
· Possible Resources: (there are lots of additional resources for marriage, sex, and family in the MRC)
· Building Marriage’s God’s Way study
· Strengthening Your Marriage book
· This Momentary Marriage booklet
· What Did You Expect? book
· God, Marriage, and Family book
· Intended for Pleasure book
· Your Family God’s Way book

How do you help your family apply this?
Examples of possible applications:
· We can cherish each other.
· We can spend time enjoying each other.
· We can use our family as a safe context for which to help our children grow up to become responsible adults.
· We can value relationships more than winning arguments.
· We can be purposeful in the way that we train our children to love God and grow up well.
· We can prepare for parenthood so that our time raising children is purposeful.
· We can work to make our blended family a blessing to everyone.
· Possible resource:
· Exploring Grace Together family devotional book
· Child Proof parenting book
· Preparing for Fatherhood booklet
· Preparing for Motherhood booklet
· Keys to Successful Stepfamilies class
· Peacemaking for Families book
· Missional Motherhood book

How does the way you apply this change across ages and stages of life
Examples of possible applications:
· Baby - We can prepare for baby’s arrival by studying ways to raise our children for the Lord.
· Toddler - I can teach my toddler the value and importance of learning to obey their parents so that one day they will be ready to learn and obey from God.
· Early Elementary - I can help my elementary aged kids to be prepared for some of the difficult or scary things they may face when I am not with them.
· Upper Elementary - I can expect my children to need less and less of my control because they are learning to control themselves more and more.
· Junior High School - I can expect my jr high age kids to be faithful in their disciplines and development as they prepare for the teen years.
· High School - I can help my teens to be visionary for God’s kingdom and purposes instead of copying the culture around them.  
· College / Adult - I can encourage my college age kids to find contentment in God’s purposes instead of trying to create their own identity and purpose in life.
· Possible Resources:
· Safe Guards book
· Do Not Be True To Yourself book
· Chasing Contentment book
· Age of Opportunity book
· Peer Pressure booklet
· Grounded in Grace book
· Radically Different book

((click))  Table Discussion Questions (** is also a Large Group Discussion Question)
1. ** How would you like to grow in personal application of biblical marriage and family?
2. How do you think you might need to help your family grow in application of this topic?
3. ** How do you see the application of this topic affecting your children at their current age/stage?

((click)) Homework
Discuss Chapter 3 of Grounded in Grace
1. What sentences or concepts from the reading stood out to you in this assignment?
2. What questions do you have about the reading this week?
3. How did you practice something you learned?


((click))  Table Discussion Questions
Table Time Prayer Request Question:
1. What is one thing you’d like to personally apply more deeply from the last two weeks of Mom2Mom?
2. What is one way you’d like to see your family growing in application in Biblical marriage and family?

Table Time Prayer Request Question:
In what areas would you like to grow in your marriage and family God more? How would that help you glorify God more?

 ((click)) Large Group Discussion Questions:
Table time discussion questions 1 and 3 will be used for large group discussion.
