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Master of Divinity Degree Recipients

Behold My Servant, Whom I Uphold 

Excerpts from Isaiah 42:1-9

My chosen, in whom My soul delights. 
I have put My spirit upon him. 

He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice. 
A bruised reed he will not break. 

He will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged.

*Due to the structure of FBS three-year M.Div. program, not everyone is able to complete all requirements in three years due to 
various circumstances. FBS would like to honor these men now though they will be completing degree requirements in the upcom-
ing year.
**Summa Cum Laude in Italics          ***Magnum Cum Laude in boldface

Master of Arts in Biblical Counseling Recipients
Brian Breedveld
Kimberly Burk

James Davis
Andrew Gerlach
Jonna Harkness
Kathleen Hutton
Michael Wickens

Austin Yost

Gary Aris
Joshua Aucoin

Jordan Bray
Diogo Cerutti

Leonardo Cordeiro
*Guy Eastep

Emmanuel Enefazu-Ossai
John Flaherty
Naoto Funada

Alfonso Gomez

Benjamin West
It has better equipped me to study and teach the Bible, which is how I want to 
spend my life. It has also given me research skills and taught me systematic and 
biblical theology, so I can better synthesize the Bible and apply its teachings to 
contemporary issues. Moreover, it has equipped me through biblical counseling 
training to better understand heart issues behind problems people face and how 
people change through repenting and seeing Christ as more satisfying than the 
idols we naturally seek. My current plan is to remain at UBF in Minneapolis to 
continue serving on the preaching team, teaching the Bible to individuals and 
groups, and reaching out to students on the University of Minnesota campus 
with the gospel and invitation to Bible study. 

Aaron Zorn
I have a love, appreciation, and dependency upon God’s Word like never before 
in my life. I also feel better equipped to preach and teach the gospel of Christ 
with exegetical faithfulness and an emphasis on congregational application. 
More than anything, I am ready and eager to make biblical counseling central to 
my life and ministry. Finally, all of my professors have led me down a path of 
humility, exalting in the fi nished work of Christ upon the cross. I will be staying 
on at Grace Church (Walworth, Wisconsin) to be the pastor of care. I will con-
tinue to lead our worship team and preach once or twice a month, but my main 
responsibility will be to lead our Compassion/Benevolence Ministry. I will also 
be growing a team of biblical counselors as the bedrock to this ministry.
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Faith Bible Seminary Commencement
June 25, 2022

Order of Ceremony

Welcome ................................................................ ...................................President Brent Aucoin
Congregational Song...............................................................................................Worship Team
History of Faith Bible Seminary.............................................................. President Brent Aucoin
Charge to Graduates ............................................... .......................................... Pastor Steve Viars
Congregational Song of Dedication ....................... ................................................Worship Team
FBS Faculty Award................................................ ........................................... Pastor Rob Green
Presentation of Diplomas & Gifts .......................... .................................. President Brent Aucoin
Student Testimony....................................................................................................Kathy Hutton
Student Testimony ................................................. ..................................................Zachary Horn
Prayer of Dedication .............................................. ..............................................Dr. Mark Buono
Pronouncement ...................................................... .................................. President Brent Aucoin
Congregational Song of Praise  .............................. ................................................Worship Team

We invite you to join us for lunch in the Faith Church Gym 
immediately following the ceremony. FBS would greatly apprecate a donation of $5 

for singles, $10 for couples, and $20 for families of three or more. Donations of cash or 
check can be dropped off at the Faith Church Welcome Center.

Stephen Vela Jr.
One my greatest fears entering into seminary was that my mind would out run 
my heart. By God’s grace, my delight and love for God grew, and I am leaving 
seminary as a far more sanctifi ed man than when I began. Moreover, God helped 
me not only to love theology, but to love his sheep as well. I still have a lot to 
learn, but I feel equipped to navigate even the most diffi cult portions of the Bible 
with the skill-set, critical thinking, and knowledge the MDiv produced in me. By 
God’s grace, I will continue serving at Grace Baptist Church in St Charles as a 
pastor alongside fellow graduate Patrick Shawhan and FBS alumni Kurtis Kolb. 
I hope to use what I learned to disciple the next generation of believers in our 
student ministries, counsel those within our church and community, and advance 
the glory of God through preaching, shepherding, and faithfulness. 
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Nathan Watkins
We are being sent out as missionaries from College Park Church with ABWE. 
This Fall we plan to move to the Isaan region of Thailand where I’ll be planting 
churches and training Thai leaders.

Juan Suárez
The Seminary has been a time of growth, challenged by the pressure of adapting 
to a new culture and fulfi lling my commitments. Here I have found friends and 
brothers who have been a great gift to my life. And I have also been challenged 
to love people more and better as my love for my good Jesus grows, and I thrive 
in a better understanding of his blessed Word! I am already excitingly enroll-
ing as a missionary, dreaming of seeing the Lord raise a healthy church planting 
movement in my country, Colombia. I dream of seeing the counseling ministry 
advance from the local church and installing in the DNA of these plantations the 
conviction of the suffi ciency of the Scriptures to provide answers to everyday 
life’s challenges. 



Kimberly Burk
Through the MABC program I have learned a lot about myself and who God 
made me to be. This not only affects me personally but also those around me. 
This discovery also makes me a better counselor. Through the MABC program I 
feel that I have gained a clear understanding of how to counsel others and reach 
their hearts. Before I went through this program I could come up with practi-
cal solutions that would achieve short term solutions, but I had no idea how to 
bring about effective change in a the person being counseled. Another area that 
I have found to be a blessing is that through my education at Faith the concepts, 
principles, and my knowledge of Scripture and how to use it in counseling have 
been ingrained in me, and are ready to recall when I need it.  I hope to counsel 
those in need at our church and those in the community. I also hope to use it to 
be a better helpmeet to my husband as he pastors our church and to those in need 
of counseling.

James Davis
The MABC has blessed me with helping me apply the scriptures to my life and the life 
of others, as well as leading the counseling ministry I oversee. So many people “know” 
the bible stories, but have a really hard time understanding their sin and suffering strug-
gles, as well as how the bible can help them. The MABC has been a light in the dark for 
helping apply the Word of God to the lives of those around me. I will be using the skills 
in Biblical Counseling specifi cally in the counseling ministry of my church. In addi-
tion to this, as pastor, understanding the application of the Word of God into our lives 
directly helps as I preach and teach. I fi nd myself “counseling” through my preaching 
on a broad level, as well as smaller group settings, and fi nally into the counseling room. 
The MABC really has been a gift to help the ministry God has placed me.

MABC Students
Brian Breedveld
I learned much about the practical side of sanctifi cation.  It gives me hope for 
those that will listen to the Word of God. I use what I have learned in the appli-
cations I make during my preaching. Also, when individuals within the church 
come for help, I feel confi dent that I can give them answers from Scripture.

Ross Reeder
This program has transformed my life. It has helped me grow in holiness and 
has given me a solid foundation for pastoral ministry. After going through this 
program, I believe I am equipped and prepared to begin serving as a pastor. I 
understand the Word of God better than before and know how to apply it to 
people’s lives. I will be serving as a pastor at Faith Church doing youth minis-
tries as Faith West. I will also be the Executive Director of the Faith Community 
Development Corporation.
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David Ryl-Kuchar
FBS has deepened my knowledge of and love for God’s word. The process of 
learning has also shown me how much there is yet to learn and given me an ap-
petite for continued learning. My plans are not yet determined. I am still at the 
point where I am praying for great wisdom and God’s provision. But the goal is 
to go into pastoral ministry and I have had some promising interviews with the 
church where I grew up.

Benjamin Sexton
First, the desire to make Jesus lord over every aspect of my life so He may con-
tinue to refi ne me as a husband, father, pastor, and friend. Second, this program 
birthed in me a desire for continual growth in my knowledge and understanding 
of God, His word, His ways, and how He would want His people to live. Finally, 
this program has enhanced my desire to invest in others around so they too may 
be raised up for the work of the ministry. Upon graduation I will continue to 
pastor at Burr Oak in Albion, IN.

Patrick Shawhan
By His grace I am a better husband, father, and pastor because of the education 
and experience I’ve received in the program. Moreover, a result of the program I 
am blessed to be used by God as an ACBC certifi ed counselor. I plan to continue 
to serve at Grace Baptist Church as a pastor of adult discipleship and biblical 
counseling. Lord willing, I also plan to pursue doctoral work so that I may con-
tinue to grow as one who equips the saints for the work of the ministry.



Jonna Harkness
Before attending Faith, I was already a biblical counselor, but I was extremely 
intimidated. I have learned so much through Faith. I’m so grateful for receiv-
ing, not only very practical and biblical tools for counseling, but also huge 
blessing in my personal relationship with the Lord. God has used the MABC 
to transform my life. I’m also so grateful for the relationship I got to develop 
through my training, and the incredible caliber, integrity, and authenticity of the 
professors who taught me. I am using my skills as a full time biblical counselor 
at my church, Summit Point Church. I have also been given the opportunity to 
supervise and mentor other biblical counselors that we’ve brought on staff. In 
the future, when my husband (our senior pastor) and I retire, I hope to be able to 
counsel pastor’s wives who are struggling.

Kathleen Hutton
1.learning to use use God’s Word more effectively. 2. Thinking through hard 
counseling and researching and writing about topics. 3. Prepared me for hard 
counseling. 4. Network of counselors and resources 5. meaningful friendships 
that are not from church but support and helpful as resources and encourage-
ment. I have been hired as the Biblical Counselor for Faith Christian School 
which is a full time job. I have been counseling for Faith Biblical Counseling 
Ministry and Faith North Women for the last 3 yrs. And will continue to do so.

Andrew Gerlach
As a staff the teachers have cared for me as a student personally through their 
prayers and encouragement in the class room and outside the classroom. I have 
been blessed through the MABC program with a confi dence in God’s word and 
its authority and effectiveness in counseling the souls of men. I plan on practic-
ing Biblical Counseling with children adults and family my home church. I also 
fi nd opportunities to practice Biblical Counseling in my profession as a farrier.
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William Massaro
I began seminary as a young married man with little pastoral experience. I am 
leaving seminary with two children, a deeper humility, three years of pastoral 
experience, and a greater love for God, his Word, and his people. I will forever 
be grateful for Faith Bible Seminary, its loving professors, and my lifelong 
friends in the 2022 cohort. I will be using what I have learned at FBS as the Pas-
tor of Discipleship at Forest Ridge Baptist Church in Riverside, OH.

Leslie Quesada
The M. Div. program has better prepared me not only in a deeper understanding 
of the Word of God but also in my teaching and leadership skills. I hope I can 
use what I learned in Cuba, helping to develop a biblical counseling movement 
and serving my local church.

Dionnis Peña
This program has blessed me in many ways, both in my character and my un-
derstanding and use of God’s Word. It has equipped me to better counsel others 
and dig deeper into God’s Word to feed my life and those I serve. It has taught 
me humility, kindness and perseverance. Lord willing, I will go back to the 
Dominican Republic to serve for a while with Iglesia Bíblica Sola Gracia, and 
eventually be sent to plant a new church. I plan to work in counseling, preach-
ing, teaching, evangelism, discipleship, and church multiplication.

John Kytle
The emphasis FBS places on personal spiritual development has had a profound 
impact on my heart, and I am beyond grateful for the Lord’s work in my life 
over the past three years. I am confi dent that my seminary training has served 
as a solid foundational base, and I will cherish what I have learned at FBS for 
many years and decades to come. I hope to use what I have learned at Faith 
Bible Seminary to serve the Kingdom of Christ in the Atlanta area, serving 
where the Lord places me according to His plan.



Danny Kolota
Each class pushed me to think in ways I had not considered before and stretched 
my ability to articulate both what I believe Scripture teaches and the interpre-
tive methods I use to validate my theological positions. I fi nd myself asking 
better questions of the Bible as I study and feel I am far more knowledgable of 
the tools and resources I need to answer my own questions. I would also say 
seminary has taught me, like never before, how to apply the Bible to the heart. 
I believe that all of these things--the rigorous thinking, discerning how I learn, 
developing tools, and my ability to see Jesus more clearly and apply his Word 
more precisely to the heart--have given me everything I had hoped to receive 
from my seminary education. After graduation I will stay at my current church, 
Rock Point Church, to serve as a pastor by taking the lead in overseeing our 
church’s adult discipleship ministries, future interns and residents, and providing 
leadership development for our members. 

Quon Kwan
It has enormously helped me to grow into a more mature Christian, vastly 
improved my relationship with my wife and restored me to my previously-
estranged son. Nothing could have been better in my education than these last 
three years at Faith Bible Seminary being enlightened by the wisdom of God’s 
Word in the original languages. I hope to become an Association of Certifi ed 
Biblical Counselors Fellow.
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Wesley Jun
It was a blessing to be exposed to riches and wealth of Christian theology intro-
duced by the dedicated professors. I will continue on campus evangelism in the 
area of Bethlehem PA but hopefully become more effective in doing it.

Michael Wickens
The MABC program has blessed my marriage, my family, and my ministry 
more than words can describe. I am truly thankful for the ministry of all the 
instructors and class mates that have impacted my life over the last fi ve years. 
May God use this training to impact the lives of many others for the glory of 
God.  I will continue to counsel with and direct Springfi eld Center of Biblical 
Counseling. I will direct and teach at least one ACBC Track I event annually 
and teach other Specializations and CEU classes as long as the Lord allows. I 
will assist others as they seek to become ACBC certifi ed. My goal is to one day 
be a fellow for ACBC.

Austin Yost

MABC Students
James Lee
I formed great relationships, learned much, and am better equipped for Chris-
tian ministry. The MABC program was a great blessing. As the Director of an 
ACBC Training Center, and as a good parent, neighbor, and churchman.
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Timothy Hutton
Through expanding my knowledge and understanding of God’s word and build-
ing a heart to work hard and study in-depth God’s word. It has grown my char-
acter as an individual, as a man, and as a husband. It has grown me in my ability 
to counsel others, how to apply the word of God to people’s life situations, and 
give practical advice to help them grow. I am still fi guring out where God is 
sending my family and me. But I hope to use the skills and knowledge I have 
gained to grow and bless other ministries. I want to work either in camp, chil-
dren, or youth ministry. But I am still fi guring out where God would like me to 
work and trusting him to provide the right position.

Alfonso Gomez
The M. Div. program has been a blessing to me because I have been able to 
grow and learn academically and practically. Having been taught by professors 
who are in full time ministry, I have been able to apply what I am learning about 
the Scriptures into everyday ministry by using the complete word of God to 
counsel His people. I have also been able to work on structuring my thoughts on 
theology in a better way because I now have a better understanding about what 
the word of God teaches. I will be using what I have learned from FBS in full 
time ministry work at Faith Church. 

Zachary Horn
My teaching and preaching have greatly benefi tted from the exegesis, theology, 
language, and preaching classes, as has my ability to serve the church and my 
fellow elders in walking through diffi cult theological/ethical questions bibli-
cally. I have also been blessed by the counseling courses, not only in relation to 
growing in my ability to counsel others (although that has been signifi cant), but 
in my own ability to speak biblical truth to my own heart, and more effectively 
provide shepherding counsel in leading my family. Lord-willing, I will be in a 
transition with our current senior pastor beginning next year, to assume the role 
of senior pastor by January 2024 at the church where I currently serve as the 
executive pastor. I also hope to begin PhD coursework at Midwestern.

Gary Aris
This M. Div program has been a blessing in many ways. It has helped me to 
understand God better. I have also learned to be better academically trained for 
necessary Bible study. I planned to use what I learned when I preach at church 
and also, if God permits, a PhD program.

Josh Aucoin
I learned what it means to read the Bible carefully, asking questions and seek-
ing to think God’s thoughts after him. I learned more about my own heart and 
sinful tendencies, and also how I can use the Scriptures to pursue change in my 
own life and to counsel those around me. I’m so thankful additionally for the 
practical pastoral training I received, including producing small group materials, 
providing spiritual direction for a service team under my care, implementing the 
vision of my overseeing pastor, counseling others, and more. I plan to join Faith 
Church’s staff as the pastor of worship ministries. 

Jordan Bray
My time in seminary has blessed me in many ways. Firstly, it has fueled my 
passion for God and his word. I have been enlightened but also humbled by the 
reality that there will always be more to learn. Secondly, the M.Div has been a 
blessing to me by providing invaluable, practical ministry training. I am thank-
ful to begin my life-long ministry journey with the practical tools, resources, and 
training that the M.Div provided me. Lastly, the M.Div. has been a blessing to 
me by surrounding me with so many great relationships. Throughout my intern-
ship, and now in my role in my new church, I have been blessed to work along-
side so many gifted and encouraging brothers and sisters in Christ. I recently 
started a new role as the Worship Director at Harvest Bible Chapel in Grimes, 
IA. I hope to continue using what I learned from FBS to better serve the church 
through leading worship, counseling, and teaching God’s word.



Diogo Cerutti
The M.Div program bless me in a variety of ways, it gave me Biblical knowl-
edge but more than that it gave me practical training in pastoral ministry due 
to the internship program, I’ve grown as a counselor, as a shepherd, and as a 
student of the holy scripture, and more importantly, I’ve learned that I need to 
continue learning for the rest of my life. I will be serving as an associate pastor 
at the Igreja Missionaria de Caxias do Sul, RS in Brazil, and also will be teach-
ing in our undergraduate seminary there. 
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Guy Eastep
The equipping in academic and theological knowledge has been tremendous. 
While some questions still remain, so many have been answered and I feel I 
have the tools to wisely fi nd what I still don’t know. Perhaps more than this is 
the professors in the program. All are humble and mature men of God whose 
wisdom and example I have learned much from and strive to attain. My desire 
is to stay in the Minnesota, Wisconsin and/or Upper Iowa region and serve as 
an associate pastor, perhaps in youth and family or adult discipleship. As I seek 
the next church where God is calling me to, I will continue to use what I have 
learned to, Lord willing, faithfully serve in various capacities at Pleasant Valley 
Church where I currently attend.

Emmanuel Enefazu-Ossai
I have learnt that I am “the visible representation of the invisible God,” because 
we are heirs with Christ, who is the visible representation of the Father, who is 
invisible, (Col 1:15). I have been equipped to also help those the Lord may place 
on my path as to also understand this truth, even as we grow daily to be Christ-
like.  I desire to continue to shepherd God’s fl ock as a Pastor, I also desire to 
be able to train and teach other pastors in my home country – Nigeria and God 
willing, upon graduating today I will be proceeding for a Doctorate degree in 
Ministry.

John Flaherty
Primarily I see how God has grow me through seminary both in humility be-
fore him and confi dence in Christ. Though I knew I had much to learn about 
God, I see now even more how much learning I have in store, not to mention 
rightly feeling the weight of pastoral ministry. However, I also have grown in 
confi dence in the reality that it is Christ who ultimately does the work in me 
and through me. I plan to continue to serve in my role at my current church. 
The equipping I have received at FBS has greatly benefi tted me in my ability to 
minister to the congregation God has placed me in and by God’s grace I pray 
that I will continue to grow in serving and caring for this fl ock well as long as 
the Lord would have me.

Leonardo Cordeiro
I developed a comprehensive theological knowledge and understanding of the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints. I have been blessed with practical training 
such as preaching, teaching, counseling, and even had the chance to baptize, 
lead a funeral, etc. I also was blessed with an incredible amount of resources, 
such as Logos Bible Software, books of theology, notebook, etc. I plan to be-
come an associate pastor in Brazil in the next three years in order to gain expe-
rience. I believe this will happen in the South of Brazil, in a city called Foz do 
Iguaçu. After having experience, I plan to plant a church in São Paulo or become 
a senior pastor in another congregation.
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Naoto Funada
It has deepened my appreciation of the overall story of God’s redemption of 
human beings. Before Mdiv, I had a rather vague idea of the message of God’s 
word. Now I am more able to see the God-intended meaning in the Bible, and 
to apply it to the lives around me. Also, in this program, it was a huge blessing 
that I was able to work closely with other pastors and interns at Faith Church 
and getting connected with these men. I want to be a pastor in Japan, and help 
people understand the Bible and become faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
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ing a heart to work hard and study in-depth God’s word. It has grown my char-
acter as an individual, as a man, and as a husband. It has grown me in my ability 
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who are in full time ministry, I have been able to apply what I am learning about 
the Scriptures into everyday ministry by using the complete word of God to 
counsel His people. I have also been able to work on structuring my thoughts on 
theology in a better way because I now have a better understanding about what 
the word of God teaches. I will be using what I have learned from FBS in full 
time ministry work at Faith Church. 
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cally. I have also been blessed by the counseling courses, not only in relation to 
growing in my ability to counsel others (although that has been signifi cant), but 
in my own ability to speak biblical truth to my own heart, and more effectively 
provide shepherding counsel in leading my family. Lord-willing, I will be in a 
transition with our current senior pastor beginning next year, to assume the role 
of senior pastor by January 2024 at the church where I currently serve as the 
executive pastor. I also hope to begin PhD coursework at Midwestern.

Gary Aris
This M. Div program has been a blessing in many ways. It has helped me to 
understand God better. I have also learned to be better academically trained for 
necessary Bible study. I planned to use what I learned when I preach at church 
and also, if God permits, a PhD program.

Josh Aucoin
I learned what it means to read the Bible carefully, asking questions and seek-
ing to think God’s thoughts after him. I learned more about my own heart and 
sinful tendencies, and also how I can use the Scriptures to pursue change in my 
own life and to counsel those around me. I’m so thankful additionally for the 
practical pastoral training I received, including producing small group materials, 
providing spiritual direction for a service team under my care, implementing the 
vision of my overseeing pastor, counseling others, and more. I plan to join Faith 
Church’s staff as the pastor of worship ministries. 

Jordan Bray
My time in seminary has blessed me in many ways. Firstly, it has fueled my 
passion for God and his word. I have been enlightened but also humbled by the 
reality that there will always be more to learn. Secondly, the M.Div has been a 
blessing to me by providing invaluable, practical ministry training. I am thank-
ful to begin my life-long ministry journey with the practical tools, resources, and 
training that the M.Div provided me. Lastly, the M.Div. has been a blessing to 
me by surrounding me with so many great relationships. Throughout my intern-
ship, and now in my role in my new church, I have been blessed to work along-
side so many gifted and encouraging brothers and sisters in Christ. I recently 
started a new role as the Worship Director at Harvest Bible Chapel in Grimes, 
IA. I hope to continue using what I learned from FBS to better serve the church 
through leading worship, counseling, and teaching God’s word.



Danny Kolota
Each class pushed me to think in ways I had not considered before and stretched 
my ability to articulate both what I believe Scripture teaches and the interpre-
tive methods I use to validate my theological positions. I fi nd myself asking 
better questions of the Bible as I study and feel I am far more knowledgable of 
the tools and resources I need to answer my own questions. I would also say 
seminary has taught me, like never before, how to apply the Bible to the heart. 
I believe that all of these things--the rigorous thinking, discerning how I learn, 
developing tools, and my ability to see Jesus more clearly and apply his Word 
more precisely to the heart--have given me everything I had hoped to receive 
from my seminary education. After graduation I will stay at my current church, 
Rock Point Church, to serve as a pastor by taking the lead in overseeing our 
church’s adult discipleship ministries, future interns and residents, and providing 
leadership development for our members. 

Quon Kwan
It has enormously helped me to grow into a more mature Christian, vastly 
improved my relationship with my wife and restored me to my previously-
estranged son. Nothing could have been better in my education than these last 
three years at Faith Bible Seminary being enlightened by the wisdom of God’s 
Word in the original languages. I hope to become an Association of Certifi ed 
Biblical Counselors Fellow.

MDiv Students
Wesley Jun
It was a blessing to be exposed to riches and wealth of Christian theology intro-
duced by the dedicated professors. I will continue on campus evangelism in the 
area of Bethlehem PA but hopefully become more effective in doing it.

Michael Wickens
The MABC program has blessed my marriage, my family, and my ministry 
more than words can describe. I am truly thankful for the ministry of all the 
instructors and class mates that have impacted my life over the last fi ve years. 
May God use this training to impact the lives of many others for the glory of 
God.  I will continue to counsel with and direct Springfi eld Center of Biblical 
Counseling. I will direct and teach at least one ACBC Track I event annually 
and teach other Specializations and CEU classes as long as the Lord allows. I 
will assist others as they seek to become ACBC certifi ed. My goal is to one day 
be a fellow for ACBC.

Austin Yost

MABC Students
James Lee
I formed great relationships, learned much, and am better equipped for Chris-
tian ministry. The MABC program was a great blessing. As the Director of an 
ACBC Training Center, and as a good parent, neighbor, and churchman.



Jonna Harkness
Before attending Faith, I was already a biblical counselor, but I was extremely 
intimidated. I have learned so much through Faith. I’m so grateful for receiv-
ing, not only very practical and biblical tools for counseling, but also huge 
blessing in my personal relationship with the Lord. God has used the MABC 
to transform my life. I’m also so grateful for the relationship I got to develop 
through my training, and the incredible caliber, integrity, and authenticity of the 
professors who taught me. I am using my skills as a full time biblical counselor 
at my church, Summit Point Church. I have also been given the opportunity to 
supervise and mentor other biblical counselors that we’ve brought on staff. In 
the future, when my husband (our senior pastor) and I retire, I hope to be able to 
counsel pastor’s wives who are struggling.

Kathleen Hutton
1.learning to use use God’s Word more effectively. 2. Thinking through hard 
counseling and researching and writing about topics. 3. Prepared me for hard 
counseling. 4. Network of counselors and resources 5. meaningful friendships 
that are not from church but support and helpful as resources and encourage-
ment. I have been hired as the Biblical Counselor for Faith Christian School 
which is a full time job. I have been counseling for Faith Biblical Counseling 
Ministry and Faith North Women for the last 3 yrs. And will continue to do so.

Andrew Gerlach
As a staff the teachers have cared for me as a student personally through their 
prayers and encouragement in the class room and outside the classroom. I have 
been blessed through the MABC program with a confi dence in God’s word and 
its authority and effectiveness in counseling the souls of men. I plan on practic-
ing Biblical Counseling with children adults and family my home church. I also 
fi nd opportunities to practice Biblical Counseling in my profession as a farrier.

MABC StudentsMDiv Students

William Massaro
I began seminary as a young married man with little pastoral experience. I am 
leaving seminary with two children, a deeper humility, three years of pastoral 
experience, and a greater love for God, his Word, and his people. I will forever 
be grateful for Faith Bible Seminary, its loving professors, and my lifelong 
friends in the 2022 cohort. I will be using what I have learned at FBS as the Pas-
tor of Discipleship at Forest Ridge Baptist Church in Riverside, OH.

Leslie Quesada
The M. Div. program has better prepared me not only in a deeper understanding 
of the Word of God but also in my teaching and leadership skills. I hope I can 
use what I learned in Cuba, helping to develop a biblical counseling movement 
and serving my local church.

Dionnis Peña
This program has blessed me in many ways, both in my character and my un-
derstanding and use of God’s Word. It has equipped me to better counsel others 
and dig deeper into God’s Word to feed my life and those I serve. It has taught 
me humility, kindness and perseverance. Lord willing, I will go back to the 
Dominican Republic to serve for a while with Iglesia Bíblica Sola Gracia, and 
eventually be sent to plant a new church. I plan to work in counseling, preach-
ing, teaching, evangelism, discipleship, and church multiplication.

John Kytle
The emphasis FBS places on personal spiritual development has had a profound 
impact on my heart, and I am beyond grateful for the Lord’s work in my life 
over the past three years. I am confi dent that my seminary training has served 
as a solid foundational base, and I will cherish what I have learned at FBS for 
many years and decades to come. I hope to use what I have learned at Faith 
Bible Seminary to serve the Kingdom of Christ in the Atlanta area, serving 
where the Lord places me according to His plan.



Kimberly Burk
Through the MABC program I have learned a lot about myself and who God 
made me to be. This not only affects me personally but also those around me. 
This discovery also makes me a better counselor. Through the MABC program I 
feel that I have gained a clear understanding of how to counsel others and reach 
their hearts. Before I went through this program I could come up with practi-
cal solutions that would achieve short term solutions, but I had no idea how to 
bring about effective change in a the person being counseled. Another area that 
I have found to be a blessing is that through my education at Faith the concepts, 
principles, and my knowledge of Scripture and how to use it in counseling have 
been ingrained in me, and are ready to recall when I need it.  I hope to counsel 
those in need at our church and those in the community. I also hope to use it to 
be a better helpmeet to my husband as he pastors our church and to those in need 
of counseling.

James Davis
The MABC has blessed me with helping me apply the scriptures to my life and the life 
of others, as well as leading the counseling ministry I oversee. So many people “know” 
the bible stories, but have a really hard time understanding their sin and suffering strug-
gles, as well as how the bible can help them. The MABC has been a light in the dark for 
helping apply the Word of God to the lives of those around me. I will be using the skills 
in Biblical Counseling specifi cally in the counseling ministry of my church. In addi-
tion to this, as pastor, understanding the application of the Word of God into our lives 
directly helps as I preach and teach. I fi nd myself “counseling” through my preaching 
on a broad level, as well as smaller group settings, and fi nally into the counseling room. 
The MABC really has been a gift to help the ministry God has placed me.

MABC Students
Brian Breedveld
I learned much about the practical side of sanctifi cation.  It gives me hope for 
those that will listen to the Word of God. I use what I have learned in the appli-
cations I make during my preaching. Also, when individuals within the church 
come for help, I feel confi dent that I can give them answers from Scripture.

Ross Reeder
This program has transformed my life. It has helped me grow in holiness and 
has given me a solid foundation for pastoral ministry. After going through this 
program, I believe I am equipped and prepared to begin serving as a pastor. I 
understand the Word of God better than before and know how to apply it to 
people’s lives. I will be serving as a pastor at Faith Church doing youth minis-
tries as Faith West. I will also be the Executive Director of the Faith Community 
Development Corporation.

MDiv Students

David Ryl-Kuchar
FBS has deepened my knowledge of and love for God’s word. The process of 
learning has also shown me how much there is yet to learn and given me an ap-
petite for continued learning. My plans are not yet determined. I am still at the 
point where I am praying for great wisdom and God’s provision. But the goal is 
to go into pastoral ministry and I have had some promising interviews with the 
church where I grew up.

Benjamin Sexton
First, the desire to make Jesus lord over every aspect of my life so He may con-
tinue to refi ne me as a husband, father, pastor, and friend. Second, this program 
birthed in me a desire for continual growth in my knowledge and understanding 
of God, His word, His ways, and how He would want His people to live. Finally, 
this program has enhanced my desire to invest in others around so they too may 
be raised up for the work of the ministry. Upon graduation I will continue to 
pastor at Burr Oak in Albion, IN.

Patrick Shawhan
By His grace I am a better husband, father, and pastor because of the education 
and experience I’ve received in the program. Moreover, a result of the program I 
am blessed to be used by God as an ACBC certifi ed counselor. I plan to continue 
to serve at Grace Baptist Church as a pastor of adult discipleship and biblical 
counseling. Lord willing, I also plan to pursue doctoral work so that I may con-
tinue to grow as one who equips the saints for the work of the ministry.



Faith Bible Seminary Commencement
June 25, 2022

Order of Ceremony

Welcome ................................................................ ...................................President Brent Aucoin
Congregational Song...............................................................................................Worship Team
History of Faith Bible Seminary.............................................................. President Brent Aucoin
Charge to Graduates ............................................... .......................................... Pastor Steve Viars
Congregational Song of Dedication ....................... ................................................Worship Team
FBS Faculty Award................................................ ........................................... Pastor Rob Green
Presentation of Diplomas & Gifts .......................... .................................. President Brent Aucoin
Student Testimony....................................................................................................Kathy Hutton
Student Testimony ................................................. ..................................................Zachary Horn
Prayer of Dedication .............................................. ..............................................Dr. Mark Buono
Pronouncement ...................................................... .................................. President Brent Aucoin
Congregational Song of Praise  .............................. ................................................Worship Team

We invite you to join us for lunch in the Faith Church Gym 
immediately following the ceremony. FBS would greatly apprecate a donation of $5 

for singles, $10 for couples, and $20 for families of three or more. Donations of cash or 
check can be dropped off at the Faith Church Welcome Center.

Stephen Vela Jr.
One my greatest fears entering into seminary was that my mind would out run 
my heart. By God’s grace, my delight and love for God grew, and I am leaving 
seminary as a far more sanctifi ed man than when I began. Moreover, God helped 
me not only to love theology, but to love his sheep as well. I still have a lot to 
learn, but I feel equipped to navigate even the most diffi cult portions of the Bible 
with the skill-set, critical thinking, and knowledge the MDiv produced in me. By 
God’s grace, I will continue serving at Grace Baptist Church in St Charles as a 
pastor alongside fellow graduate Patrick Shawhan and FBS alumni Kurtis Kolb. 
I hope to use what I learned to disciple the next generation of believers in our 
student ministries, counsel those within our church and community, and advance 
the glory of God through preaching, shepherding, and faithfulness. 
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Nathan Watkins
We are being sent out as missionaries from College Park Church with ABWE. 
This Fall we plan to move to the Isaan region of Thailand where I’ll be planting 
churches and training Thai leaders.

Juan Suárez
The Seminary has been a time of growth, challenged by the pressure of adapting 
to a new culture and fulfi lling my commitments. Here I have found friends and 
brothers who have been a great gift to my life. And I have also been challenged 
to love people more and better as my love for my good Jesus grows, and I thrive 
in a better understanding of his blessed Word! I am already excitingly enroll-
ing as a missionary, dreaming of seeing the Lord raise a healthy church planting 
movement in my country, Colombia. I dream of seeing the counseling ministry 
advance from the local church and installing in the DNA of these plantations the 
conviction of the suffi ciency of the Scriptures to provide answers to everyday 
life’s challenges. 



Ross Reeder
*David Ryl-Kuchar
Benjamin Sexton
Patrick Shawhan

Juan Suárez
Stephen Vela Jr.
*Nathan Watkins
Benjamin West
Aaron Zorn

Zachary Horn
Timothy Hutton

Wesley Jun
Daniel Kolota

Quon Kwan
John Kytle

William Massaro
Dionnis Peña
Leslie Quesada

Master of Divinity Degree Recipients

Behold My Servant, Whom I Uphold 

Excerpts from Isaiah 42:1-9

My chosen, in whom My soul delights. 
I have put My spirit upon him. 

He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice. 
A bruised reed he will not break. 

He will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged.

*Due to the structure of FBS three-year M.Div. program, not everyone is able to complete all requirements in three years due to 
various circumstances. FBS would like to honor these men now though they will be completing degree requirements in the upcom-
ing year.
**Summa Cum Laude in Italics          ***Magnum Cum Laude in boldface

Master of Arts in Biblical Counseling Recipients
Brian Breedveld
Kimberly Burk

James Davis
Andrew Gerlach
Jonna Harkness
Kathleen Hutton
Michael Wickens

Austin Yost

Gary Aris
Joshua Aucoin

Jordan Bray
Diogo Cerutti

Leonardo Cordeiro
*Guy Eastep

Emmanuel Enefazu-Ossai
John Flaherty
Naoto Funada

Alfonso Gomez

Benjamin West
It has better equipped me to study and teach the Bible, which is how I want to 
spend my life. It has also given me research skills and taught me systematic and 
biblical theology, so I can better synthesize the Bible and apply its teachings to 
contemporary issues. Moreover, it has equipped me through biblical counseling 
training to better understand heart issues behind problems people face and how 
people change through repenting and seeing Christ as more satisfying than the 
idols we naturally seek. My current plan is to remain at UBF in Minneapolis to 
continue serving on the preaching team, teaching the Bible to individuals and 
groups, and reaching out to students on the University of Minnesota campus 
with the gospel and invitation to Bible study. 

Aaron Zorn
I have a love, appreciation, and dependency upon God’s Word like never before 
in my life. I also feel better equipped to preach and teach the gospel of Christ 
with exegetical faithfulness and an emphasis on congregational application. 
More than anything, I am ready and eager to make biblical counseling central to 
my life and ministry. Finally, all of my professors have led me down a path of 
humility, exalting in the fi nished work of Christ upon the cross. I will be staying 
on at Grace Church (Walworth, Wisconsin) to be the pastor of care. I will con-
tinue to lead our worship team and preach once or twice a month, but my main 
responsibility will be to lead our Compassion/Benevolence Ministry. I will also 
be growing a team of biblical counselors as the bedrock to this ministry.

MDiv Students
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Name_________________________________________________________________________________________

Street, City, State, Zip____________________________________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________________________________________________
One-Time Donation Amount Options:
One time donations will support FBS’ General Fund.

Please charge my credit card (Enter your info below).

I have enclosed a check.

I will send a check to FBS later this month (Please memo with “graduation donation”).

One-time Donation Amount_______________________________________________
Monthly Donation Options:

Regular monthly donations will increase FBS’ support base. Please clearly specify on all gift s “FBS-EFI” indicating 
FBS’ Expanded Fundraising Initiative.

Please contact me about setting up a monthly donation.

I will go online to faithlafayette.org/seminary/giving-tutorial to set up monthly giving.

Charge my credit card as specifi ed below.

$1,000      $200      $100      $50       $25    Other___________

How many months would you like to continue support (Ex. 6 months, 12 months, 
“indefi nitely unless specifi ed otherwise”)?____________________________________________________________

What day would you like the donation to be processed?  1st     15th

Credit Card Number (Visa, MasterCard, or Discover)

________________ - _________________ - _________________ - _______________

Expiration date____  ____  /  ____  ____

Please sign and date below authorizing FBS to charge your credit card.

____________________________________________________  Date_____________
All donations are tax-deductible.

Please tear off this page and leave at the Faith Church Welcome Center.




