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You hold in your hands the devotional fruit of 
several Faith Bible Seminary pastoral students. 
The first two years of training in the FBS Masters 
of Divinity (M.Div.) program focus on understand-
ing the original languages and theology of the 
Bible. The third (and final) year of the program 
focuses on taking knowledge of the Scriptures and 
learning how to equip believers in Jesus Christ to 
grow in their love of their Savior and live out their 
faith in practical ways.  

When the Apostle Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthian church, he ended 
his letter by reminding his fellow believers of the gospel message. He spoke 
of it not only as a message which they received, but as one “in which [they] 
stand” (1 Corinthians 15:1). As believers in Jesus Christ, the fact that God of-
fered his Son as a sacrifice for us so that we may spend eternity knowing and 
loving our Savior is a truth that should guide how we live every day.  

The devotions contained in this booklet look at day-to-day situations and 
struggles that we face as believers and answer the question of how the gospel 
intersects them. The students who wrote them have been challenged in their 
studies and counseling training to look at Scripture and see how it applies to 
life in practical ways. This devotional booklet has been written for your en-
couragement in Jesus Christ, and it is our prayer that you will see him and his 
redemptive love in a refreshing way today.  I would encourage you to read 
one devotion per day and rejoice in the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Pastor Brent Aucoin 
President, FBS
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The Gospel and Acceptance
Every person has needs, and every person 
wants to be accepted. All want to feel wel-
come and loved, yet that is not the case 
many times. Some have grown up in troubled 
families, and others, with people who would 
betray them. What are we to do when we feel 
rejected? How are we to be comforted when 
we feel like the world hates us?

We must be reminded of our Lord and how 
he was treated. Consider whether he was 
accepted among his people. Remember that 
he was continually despised. He knew and 
experienced sadness, grief, and rejection 
frequently (Is 53:3). When we encounter that 
hopeless feeling of rejection, Jesus, the King 
of the Universe has gone before us. Not only 

was he rejected by words, but he was also rejected by the people’s actions, even to the 
point of death. 

While we rightfully focus on Jesus’ work as the sacrificial lamb of God, let us not forget that 
the path toward the cross came because of rejection amongst his people. Though he came 
and spoke the truth, he was made out to be a liar and a heretic by the crowds. He was 
mocked and treated worse than a guilty murderer. Imagine being hated so much that peo-
ple wanted you dead. That was the life that our Savior experienced every day. Jesus knows 
rejection. 

Yet he also knows a deeper sense of rejection than any of us have experienced up to this 
point in our lives. When Jesus was bearing our sins on the cross, he proclaimed, “My God 
my God why have you forsaken me?” At that moment he experienced something akin to a 
cosmic rejection by his heavenly Father. Why?

The ultimate penalty of our sin is separation from our heavenly Father. Christ bore that on 
the cross so that we would not have to. Christ was rejected so that we might be accepted 
into God’s family. 

The next time you are experiencing the pain of rejection, remember that those in Christ 
should expect this (John 15:18–19) yet we are loved and accepted by the only one whose 
acceptance matters! Let us be encouraged amidst rejection! In our time of sorrow, let us 
rejoice in him who loved us first! 

Gary Aris
Lighthouse of Faith/Finally Alive Ministries



One mark of maturity is an increasing awareness of 
personal flaws and weaknesses. In C.S. Lewis’s Prince 
Caspian, Aslan asks Caspian whether he feels suffi-
cient to be king. Caspian says, “I don’t think I do, Sir. 
I am only a kid.” Aslan replies, “Good. If you had felt 
yourself sufficient, it would have been proof that you 
were not.” Ironically, Aslan recognized that Caspian’s 
awareness of his insufficiency was a sign of his matu-
rity. 

This is true in the Christian’s life as well. As a Christian 
grows in his knowledge of God and his Word, he will 
see more clearly where his own life falls short of God’s 
standard of holiness. The growing Christian should 
find himself resonating more and more with the words 

Paul spoke in the latter part of his life, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
among whom I am foremost of all” (1 Timothy 1:15). With this growing awareness, the 
Christian’s daily battle with sin grows more intense, so that he increasingly puts to death 
the deeds of the body (Romans 8:13). 

One danger, however, for a maturing Christian is to become discouraged by the ongoing 
amount of sin in his heart. As the Christian recognizes with greater clarity his own deprav-
ity, it is all too easy to become overwhelmed with shame and with the difficulty of the daily 
fight. You may feel as though your Christian life is an endless war, and you may be experi-
encing a strong temptation to “grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:3). 

Hebrews 12:1–3, however, gives us the way to overcome life-dominating discouragement. 
“Let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has en-
dured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart.”

The Gospel and Maturity

Josh Aucoin
Faith Church



How can a Christian avoid growing weary and losing heart? By fixing our eyes on Jesus. 
Yes, our sin is shameful. But Christ also experienced deep shame on the cross, not because 
of his own sin, but because he bore the shame of the sins of the entire world. In God’s 
eyes, Christ became sin on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Yes, we struggle with sin as our 
mortal enemy. But Christ also endured hostility from sinners against himself. He knows 
what it’s like to have the wicked, sinful powers of the world rise and declare war against 
him. 

Yet Christ endured. In fact, he despised, or thought little of, the shame he experienced. 
Christ was able to consider the shame and the hostility as insignificant because he had set 
his gaze on the joy God had set before him. Christ overcame sin, defeating it decisively 
once and for all, winning victory for all who would put their trust in him and setting an 
example for them to follow. 

So fellow soldier, don’t lose heart. When you’re tempted to grow weary because of the sin 
that remains in your heart, remember the victory Christ has already won for you. When you 
get overwhelmed by the shame of your wickedness, consider Christ, who bore the shame 
of the world. Set your eyes on Christ and the joy he offers and run the race with endurance. 

The Gospel and Maturity



Abram was an ordinary man with common 
struggles like you and me. The only distinct 
thing about him was that God called him and 
spoke to him, and miraculously, Abram re-
sponded in faith, saying yes to God’s call. Al-
though this call guided Abram, he faced many 
questions that you and I deal with throughout 
our lives.

The first question that we deal with that was 
also in Abram’s life is “Where?” When God 
called Abram, he only said, “Go out from 
your country, your relatives, and your fa-
ther’s household to the land that I will show 

you”(Genesis 12:1). God did not say where specifically Abram should go, and probably 
Abram must have wondered “Where?” We all have this question in certain moments of our 
lives. Where should I go to college? Where should I work? The word “where” is a large part 
of our early adult life, but the good news is that God in Jesus does not only promise to take 
us somewhere. In Jesus’ words, we read in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the 
life.” By saying that he is the way, Jesus is saying that he is not only the promise of a des-
tination, he IS the destination. If you are with Jesus on the way, you are already there, and 
you can enjoy the trip. “Where” will be just a consequence of walking with God himself as 
Abram did.

The second question Abram dealt with was “How,” and it came embedded in, “How long 
do I have to wait?” God had promised to give Abram descendants, but a long time had 
passed since the promise, and Abram remained without children. So he said to God, “O 
Sovereign LORD, what will you give me since I continue to be childless?” (Genesis 15:2). 
Abram was dealing with the question “How?” So often we ask ourselves “how long.” How 
long do I have to wait until I graduate? Until I get married? Until I have kids? Until I get 
a promotion? How long? But I want to suggest that if you have a relationship with Jesus 
Christ, you don’t have to wait anymore in despair because you will learn to rest in the very 
character of God who said, “Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; 
Yes, wait for the LORD.” (Psalms 27:14). 

The Gospel and Big Questions of Life

Diogo Luis Cerutti
Faith Church



As Abram’s waiting ended at the right time, and God even changed his name to Abraham, 
meaning “father of a multitude,” he faced the question that we often wish we could also 
avoid; the question “Why?” To Abraham, “Why” came in a difficult moment as it usually 
also comes to us. God had asked Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. While carrying the 
knife and the fire to obey God one more time, Isaac asked Abraham, “Where is the lamb 
for the burnt offering?” (Genesis 22:7). This question certainly pierced Abraham’s soul, and 
a big “Why” must have run through his heart. The fact is that in the story, before Abraham 
sacrificed his son, a voice from heaven stopped him, and God provided a lamb for the 
sacrifice while his son was spared. However, on the cross, God did not spare his Son. Jesus 
took our place and became the sacrificed lamb to pay for our sins so that we can have new 
life in him. As we can see, God has an answer to each one of the big questions of our lives, 
even when that answer cost everything to God, and it is given to us freely in Jesus Christ.

The Gospel and Big Questions of Life



One of the most fascinating things Paul says in the book of Phi-
lippians is that Paul “learned to be content.” 

“I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know 
how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have 
learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of hav-
ing abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through 
Him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:12-13

Sometimes we think that growth in the Christian life is made up 
of big leaps. However, the use of the verb “learn” emphasizes 
a process that takes time. Not only that, but the apostle learns 
contentment “in any and every situation.” This means that the 
various circumstances Paul experienced were the instrument by 
which he learned contentment. Therefore, learning contentment 
involves not only time but also much dedication and effort. 

In this passage, the themes of contentment, joy, and gratitude overlap. The apostle Paul has 
just received an offering from the church in Philippi, and he rejoices deeply upon receiv-
ing it. However, he explains to the Philippians that he is not thankful and happy about the 
offering because it has simply met his need, but because he has learned contentment in all 
situations. This means that, to some degree, the contentment we receive from belonging 
and being united to the Lord Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection is what makes it pos-
sible for us to rejoice and be thankful in our various circumstances!

Discontentment is the lack of satisfaction with received earthly pleasures and treasures. The 
apostle Paul did not show any discontentment that the Philippian gift needed to be more 
or could have come earlier or should have included Philippian made chocolate! Paul was 
simply thankful and therefore content. He rejoices in the gift coming from this beloved 
church, but his ultimate gratitude and joy are in the Lord. In other words, Paul attributes the 
gift to the giver, who is the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel and Contentment

Leonardo Cordeiro
Faith Church



Discontent comes when we think we deserve or need more earthly gifts and resources 
than we have received from the hand of others or God. Like Paul, we too can learn con-
tentment in the various circumstances that we experience. When the earthly circum-
stances tempt us to think, “There isn’t enough!” or “Why couldn’t I have received that?” 
we need to remember the apostle Paul’s secret – “I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.” Many use this verse out of context, but it is clear from the text that the 
secret to enduring all circumstances is found in Jesus Christ alone!

Remember, Jesus Christ made himself empty of any earthly pleasures and treasures. He 
did not even have an earthly place to lay his head. On the cross, he did not even have a 
garment of clothing! He was emptied so that we could be full! 

God’s fullness is not a promise of wealth and resources on this earth which is passing 
away. But God’s fullness consists of eternal and abundant life in the new heavens and 
earth to come. As C.S. Lewis said in The Joyful Christian, “Aim at Heaven and you will get 
earth ‘thrown in’: aim at Earth and you will get neither.” Therefore, if you seek content-
ment and joy outside the Lord Jesus Christ in earthly resources, you will end up dissatis-
fied and discontent. Let’s rejoice in the good news that our Savior took the consequences 
of our sin upon himself – experiencing the emptiness that we deserved. Remember daily 
that now united with him we may taste enduring contentment and everlasting joy. Praise 
the Lord!

The Gospel and Contentment



Life is full of setbacks and disappointments. That day you 
planned to be productive was side-lined by something un-
expected. Factors outside of your control cause a layoff for 
a job that you loved. In big and small ways, life’s rug can 
feel like it is pulled from beneath us and frustrate us. 

Though God doesn’t promise his children a life free from 
setbacks and disappointments, he does offer us at least 
three ways of understanding and reacting to them. The 
first is that he sovereignly works all things together for the 
good of his children. We can be confident of this because 
the worst thing, Jesus’ undeserved suffering and death on a 
cross, turned into good not only for Jesus, but for the many 
who would be saved. The promotion that did not work out 
or the carefully planned family vacation that did not meet 
your expectations do not need to find their end in sulking 
in disappointment. Our disappointments are opportunities 
to look to God, confident he is working together this exact 
set of circumstances for our good. Perhaps your disappoint-
ment exposed a pattern of sinful anger God wants you to 

repent of. Maybe your failure led you to prideful self-pity. Whatever work he may be at-
tempting in our sanctification, our disappointments and failures often expose them. 

Second, the good that God is accomplishing may simply be a gift for you or others. 
Though God is most concerned with the spiritual well-being of our faith and affections 
set on him, he richly blesses his children with various gifts. The closing on your future 
dream home may have fallen through because the house was a lemon. A delayed trip or 
flight gives you some much needed work time. The interruption to your morning was the 
encouragement a coworker, friend, spouse or child needed. The possibilities are endless 
and we cannot know what God is working in our seemingly needless setbacks.

The Gospel and Failed Plans

Guy Eastep
Pleasant Valley Church



Finally, it could be that God has another plan for us in mind. We are told that he has 
planned good works ahead of time for his children to do. These good works can be gen-
eral, often unnoticed things when our failed plans give way to allowing us to encourage, 
love or exhort someone that we otherwise would not have. God’s good works may be more 
significant, life changing plans. The layoff may be God’s push for you to consider a career 
change or push you to another location where he wants your gifts to be utilized. 

Our plans must always be secondary to God’s will. Our Lord and Savior Christ modeled 
this sinlessly. In the Garden of Gethsemane when the Father was showing the Son, in a 
more full way, the fires that Jesus was about to walk into – the fires for which he came – 
our Savior said, “If possible let this cup pass from me.”  However, Jesus followed this cry 
with, “Yet not my will but yours be done.” In this, God the Father and the Son accom-
plished your salvation. 

So, the next time your will is not done, remember the gospel that saved you was accom-
plished by Jesus’ submission of his will to the Father’s. Then rejoice that your heavenly 
Father has a beautiful redemptive plan for his changing of your plan!

The Gospel and Failed Plans



The apostle Paul in 1 Cor 9:25 states, “Everyone 
who competes in the games exercises self-control 
in all things. They then do it to receive a perish-
able wreath, but we an imperishable.” This text 
of Scripture is a reminder that the Christian life is 
like some competitive sports or games, with result-
ing prizes attached to winning these events. There 
are different competitive sports or games like the 
Olympics, Pageants, or the World Cup with prize 
presentations of medals, crowns, and trophies 
respectively which may be also backed with mon-
etary rewards.

It should be noted that the prizes won for any event here on earth is never of eternal 
value as they can erode over time. Less than three weeks after the concluded Tokyo 
2020 Summer Olympics, the Global Times reported that at least two athletes – Zhu 
Xueying who won gold in the women’s trampolining and Wang Shun who won gold 
in the 200-meter individual medley – have both alleged that medals handed out at the 
games are losing their shine and beginning to deteriorate. The International Olympic 
Committee, in defense, said it was just the protective film coming away. Whether or not 
the validity of these claims is true, the story is a reminder that our earthly medals, laurels, 
or accomplishments are temporal and subject to deterioration. 

All believers are in a race. And there is a prize for our participation, “… there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 
on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim 
4:8). The crown of righteousness is one of the named crowns in the Bible. The athlete 
lays aside all that could distract by exercising and wearing only the gear needed for run-
ning – no extra weight. In our race for an eternal medal, Peter exhorts that we put aside 
all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 

The Gospel and Perseverance

Emmanuel Enefazu-Ossai
Faith Church



Furthermore, the author of Hebrews says, “since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” Heb 
12:1–2. 

Fixing our eyes on Jesus gives us an additional motivation for running the race with per-
severance. Jesus Christ was the only man upon this earth who ran the perfect race. At the 
hands of mankind through the predetermined will of God, Jesus received the crown of 
thorns and the penalty of death for his race upon this earth. Thorns are what God prom-
ised would arise in this world because of mankind’s rebellion against God. Jesus Christ 
received that “reward” of the curse, so that you and I might have the blessed reward of 
the crown of life. Let the love of this curse-bearing Savior motivate you to press onward 
“toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14).

The Gospel and Perseverance



In the film Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory (the 1971 version of course) five 
children find golden tickets which grant them 
the opportunity to tour Mr. Wonka’s mysteri-
ous factory. Once at the factory child after 
child gets dismissed as their hankerings result 
in rule breaking turmoil. These children did 
what they did because they wanted what 
they wanted. They wanted what they wanted 
because they believed that the delights of the 
factory superseded any other delight. If you 
are quick to judge them, be careful! Their 
problem is also our problem. In both subtle 
and not so subtle ways our hearts and minds 

wander to the deceptive sweetness of earthly delights which we also refuse to resist. This is 
the issue of lust. 

The concept of lust that quickly pops into our mind tends to be that of the sexual variety. 
However, the biblical definition of lust includes desires or cravings of all kinds – not just 
sex. While the Bible does indeed warn strongly against misdirected sexual lusts, any crav-
ing that takes the place of our delight in God, causing sinful thoughts, actions, and prob-
lematic emotions, is an idol from which we must flee (1 Cor 10:14). 

Since the Garden of Eden, humanity has taken good things and made them god-things. 
God certainly wants his creation to be enjoyed, namely, by those made in his own im-
age. Yet, just as Eve and Adam’s consumption of the forbidden fruit brought more shame 
than satisfaction, the pursuit of our lusts today also fails to bring what it promises. The true 
tragedy of lust is that the things and experiences we desire never satisfy because they were 
never meant to – they are not God but were meant to point us to God.

However, there is an antidote to the beguiling sin of lust. Even while we were still seeking 
our own desires, God sought to save us (Rom 5:8). Jesus Christ came to provide the way of 
salvation so that humanity may be freed from enslavement to our lusts. 

The Gospel and Lust

Jack Flaherty
Harvest Bible Chapel Des Moines



Christ did this through providing the most beautiful display to behold—his glory demon-
strated through his substitutionary sacrifice on the cross (John 3:14-15). Jesus’ love and 
faithfulness is incomparably beautiful. Whether your struggle is sexual or another lust, turn 
to and behold the beauty of Jesus Christ. He is sincerely sweet and provides satisfaction 
beyond compare. Beholding and believing in Jesus transforms us, and our desires (2 Cor 
3:16-18).

At the end of Wonka’s tour, one child named Charlie remained, yet even he had broken 
the rules. When Charlie’s sin is exposed, he comes clean by surrendering an everlasting 
gobstopper to Mr. Wonka. This act resulted in Charlie inheriting Wonka’s entire factory! 
The thing that led to the reward was surrendering what was originally thought to be most 
valuable. Jesus offers us the same promise but doesn’t make us wait till the end of our tour 
to figure out the way to a heavenly inheritance. Jesus has told us in his own words that sur-
rendering our earthly life to him and finding our only delight in him comes with the assur-
ance of satisfaction now and for eternity (Matt 16:25). 

So next time lust rears its ugly head in your life, turn and behold Jesus. He is satisfying 
above all else and through him alone we will experience abundant life (John 10:10). If 
you are in Christ, remember we are promised to inherit something so much greater than 
a mysterious candy factory: the glorious, eternal, sin and sorrow free kingdom of heaven 
where there is fullness of joy and satisfying pleasures forevermore in the presence of God 
our Savior.

The Gospel and Lust



Shame is a powerful agent of self-destruc-
tion. It was shame that our first parents 
awoke to in the first moments after tasting 
the forbidden fruit in Eden. It took only the 
work of a moment – a few words, a couple 
of bites, and their world, the world, in fact, 
came undone. Adam and Eve had been 
promised the knowledge of good and evil 
– knowledge fit to make one a god, knowl-
edge possessed by God alone. But this deal 
with the devil produced not the inestimable 
wisdom of God in man, but the calamitous 
advent of corruption and wickedness. It was 
a new kind of knowledge – the devastating 
self-knowledge of depravity. 

This self-knowledge produced in the first man and his wife a consuming shame expressed 
in a humiliated awareness of their nakedness or their exposure before God and each 
other. Before, Adam and Eve were naked and not ashamed. There was nothing between 
them and God – not even an article of clothing. There was nothing to hide. After receiv-
ing this new self-knowledge, the sound of God walking in the Garden – a sound formerly 
associated with joy and delight – caused Adam and Eve to frantically hide themselves. 
There was something now in them, exposed, and separating them from God. They now 
needed something in between them and God. In this exposure, they became desperate 
for some covering with which to conceal the seal of their shame – their nakedness.

The insidious nature of shame is that it preys simultaneously upon two competing im-
pulses – our guilty conscience when we commit sin and our exalted view of ourselves. 
While our heart relentlessly seeks self-exaltation, the knowledge of the guilt of our sin of-
fends our pride. This combustible cocktail is often expressed in the emolliating morass of 
shame. Shame is the ruthless self-evaluation produced by guilt joined to pride that seeks 
to destroy the person under the overwhelming weight of helpless self-knowledge.

The Gospel and Shame

Zachary Horn
West Cannon Baptist Church



We experience shame for the unspeakable horror of our sin. We experience shame 
because we know too well the evil that resides within us. We experience shame for the 
unutterable moral failures that would destroy us in the estimation of others. 

And all of us like Adam and Eve have been seeking a way to cover ourselves and the 
shame of our nakedness. We blame shift. We rationalize. We justify. We flee. We 
ignore. We seek to become self-righteous in comparison to others. Yet, our attempts to 
cover the shame of our nakedness will not blind God’s eyes from seeing through to our 
sinful hearts.
But as the hymnist says, “When all was sin and shame, a second Adam to the fight, 
and to the rescue came.” When we look to the horror of Golgotha, there we find 
before the mockers and scorners one Jesus of Nazareth, hanging crucified. And as we 
gaze upon him whom our sins have pierced, we find that he has been stripped, and he 
hangs there, naked. He hangs with no means of concealment or covering, despised as 
one from whom men hide their faces. An as we look upon this stripped and naked Sav-
ior, we see one who bears not only the guilt of our sin but also the seal of our shame 
and nails it with him to the cross. This is the great exchange of the gospel – the naked-
ness of our guilt and shame upon him, so that he may extend the radiant garment of his 
righteousness to us. If you would have relief from the unremitting accusations of your 
shame, you must turn to the one who bore the penalty for your guilt! If you, like Adam 
and Eve, are hiding from the presence of God in the shame of your nakedness, see that 
God has again and finally provided the covering! If your shame mocks and scorns you, 
give your faith and obedience to the one who endured insult for you. Only in the one 
who endured wrath for you can the demands of shame be justly satisfied. 

The Gospel and Shame



We tend to think that as long as we’re disciplined 
in our devotions, faithfully attending church on 
Sunday and small group, and avoiding big ticket 
sins like lust and murder, we’re doing well as 
Christians. On the surface we likely affirm that 
these things don’t save us, but when it comes 
to identifying what makes us feel like God is 
pleased with us, it generally boils down to these 
metrics.

But the trouble with this way of thinking and 
feeling is that we overlook subtle sins. We often 
unsuspectingly allow deadly sins to captivate the 

unseen corners of our hearts, all the while perceiving that we’re living faithfully to God. For 
this reason, Christians are to live like gardeners - carefully maintaining the spiritual soil of 
our hearts so that we are not shipwrecked by secret sinning (Heb 3:12-14). Therefore, the 
writer of Hebrews tells believers to beware of bitterness (Heb 12:15). We cannot afford to 
allow roots of resentment to entangle our hearts.

And let’s face it, your relationship with resentment is much more intimate than you care to 
admit. It starts with a painful offense:

• Your boss passes over you for a promotion or recognition.
• Your significant other cheats on you or dumps you.
• Your investments don’t sail, they sink.
• You become the undeserved center of a circle of gossip.
• Your coach gives you less game-time than you feel your efforts have earned.
• Your professor seems lenient in grading the work of others yet harsh with yours.

When these things happen to us, it can be right to feel hurt. Our God-given sense of justice 
suggests to us that we have been wronged, and we rightly long for things to be made right. 
The trouble with resentment, however, is that it skews our sense of justice in our own favor. 

The Gospel and Resentment

Danny Kolota
Rock Point Church



Resentment turns the wounds from our offenders into weapons for new offenses. How? 
Because we know we cannot do something externally to harm our offenders, so we in-
stead choose to harm them internally. 

But the real irony of resentment is that it never settles our pain because it denies the es-
sence of the gospel. When we resent others, we deny two essential aspects of Christ’s 
work for us: 1) his forgiveness, and 2) his grace.

We deny Christ’s forgiveness because we refuse to forgive others. When we are resentful 
it’s because we are convinced that the wrongs committed against us were unjust – which 
is often true. Yet rather than entrusting ourselves to him who judges justly (1 Pet 2:23), 
we believe we have the capacity to judge our offenders for ourselves. Instead of practic-
ing forgiveness – choosing to surrender our right to hurt others in response to the ways 
they’ve hurt us – we exercise vengeance, which Rom 12:9 indicates we have not the 
responsibility nor the ability to carry out!)

We also deny Christ’s grace. When we are resentful, we dwell on what we believe we 
deserve. We think, “I deserve better than what I received / what happened / what they 
did to me.” Yet we refuse to recall that what we really deserve is God’s wrath. If we have 
earned anything in our lives, it is the judgment of God for our sins. But by the riches of 
his mercy, Jesus lived, died, and rose again for resentful sinners. He saved people who 
were yet sinners and who deserved nothing but judgment even though he deserved noth-
ing but honor.

When we live in resentment, therefore, we’re denying the gospel. We are living as though 
what we really deserve is praise and not punishment. Only a heart that is humble enough 
to recognize that everything we have is a gift from God can flee resentment, and only a 
person willing to walk in the forgiveness of God in Christ can maintain a tender kindness 
in relationships with others (Eph 4:29-30).

The Gospel and Resentment



The Gospel Coalition recently reported a survey showing that 
fewer Americans are giving less to charities and churches. 
The survey concluded less than half of U.S. households were 
giving to a charity. Even worse, the median household giv-
ing was about 1.9% of income. During the Great Depression, 
the average giving was 3.3% of income. Giving is at historic 
lows, and the total amount given is abysmal compared to 
income. 

Unfortunately, many of us practice parsimony, being frugal 
in our giving. It should NOT be this way at all. Why? God 
enables us to be generous because God was first generous 
to us. Scripture gives two verses that tell us where everything 
comes from. John 3:27 (NIV) says, “A person can receive 

only what is given them from heaven.” The second verse is Colossians 1:16, “For by Him 
[God] all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible . . . all things 
were created through Him and for Him.” 

What is the first gift we received from our generous God? The answer is painted on the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo. It sublimely vivifies God giving life to 
man. “Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). So the 
Creator gave us life.

Secondly, another generous gift to us takes the form of common grace, which again 
comes from heaven. “For He [God] causes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:44-45).  Acts 14:17 
says, “Yet He [God] has not left Himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by 
giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; He provides you with plenty of 
food and fills your hearts with joy.”  So the Creator sustains us and provides for us. 

Quon Kwan
Maryland Gospel Church

The Gospel and Generosity



The Gospel and Generosity
Third, the most generous gift that we have ever received comes from heaven also – Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus gave his life on the cross so that we could have eternal life. When he gave 
his life on the cross, he gave up everything. He had no friends, no money, no possessions 
and even no clothes. He was stripped of his clothes, and the Roman soldiers cast lots to 
see what each one would get (Mark 15:24).  His sacrificial giving on the cross also gave 
us a new life (1 Peter 1:23) on earth so we can have joy, peace and eternal life. 

What shall we do? The foundation of all Christian life is what God has already done. 
What should be our response to God? Materially, there is nothing with which we can 
repay God. Let’s face it: he doesn’t need anything – not even us, but we need him. For 
one thing, we know God would be pleased if we were to use our blessings to bless oth-
ers. Accordingly, 1 Peter 4:10 (NCV) exhorts us, “Each of you has received a gift to use to 
serve others. Be good servants of God’s various gifts of grace.” Lastly, just as he has been 
generous to us, we should be generous to others by sharing our material possessions with 
those in need (1 John 3:16-17). 

Let’s reverse the abysmal practice of parsimony and instead practice generosity for the 
gospel’s sake. 



The apostle Paul in the book of Romans 
states, “Each of us is to please his neighbor 
for his good, to his edification. For even 
Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 
written, ‘The reproaches of those who re-
proached you fell on me’” (Rom 15:3–4). 
Anyone who has served in ministry at any 
capacity would agree that there are difficult 
people among the Bride of Christ. Of course, 
it is also true in every life setting, but some-
times we idealize the way believers should 

behave. Have we not experienced the new birth? Then, why are there difficult people 
among the saints? Sanctification is a life-long 
process, and some of us are just complicated. 
What kind of people are we talking about? 

People that complain about everything. Some people are extremely sensitive and get of-
fended easily. Others want things to be done their way. Some have a weak conscience, 
while others go way beyond the limits. And the list goes on and on. How does the gospel 
teach us to deal with our difficult fellow believers? 

The first lesson we learn from the gospel is that all of us are difficult people (Rom 3:10–
16). We were wretched sinners, enemies of God, children of wrath, deceiving, and being 
deceived. However, God loved us so much that he gave his only Son for us. The gospel 
teaches us that we need to love people regardless of their degree of spiritual growth be-
cause Jesus loved us despite our condition. None of us is worthy of Christ’s reconciling us 
with the Father by his own sacrifice, yet Jesus did it. That is the gospel! 

Second, the gospel teaches us to not seek our own good. Our natural reaction to difficult 
people is either to avoid them or respond with impatience and contempt. Our selfishness 
pushes us to desire our comfort and wellbeing, and we simply don’t want to deal with 
others’ problems. But the gospel calls us to deny ourselves and our preferences in order 
to show Christ’s character and build others up. Our Lord Jesus allowed the people’s re-
proaches against God to fall upon him (Rom 15:3). That’s what it might look like when we 
engage with difficult people based on the gospel. 

The Gospel and Difficult People
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The Gospel and Difficult People
Third, the gospel calls us to put others’ edification above our comfort. That is the core of 
Paul’s exhortation to the Romans in chapters 14 and 15. Writing to the Corinthians, Paul 
sets himself as an example, not seeking his own profit but the benefit of others (1 Cor 
10:33). How can we help this difficult brother or sister to become more like Christ? In 
what ways can I model the love of God to this person that could bring encouragement, 
hope, and change? Jesus not only sets an example but also provides the grace we need to 
imitate him.

Here are some practical gospel ways to deal with difficult people: a) Be a good listener 
but a slow talker (Jas 1:19). Difficult people need mature Christians who listen to them 
and show them love. Listening will open windows for you to see what is going on in 
people’s hearts. If you decide to talk, find the best moment and be humble. b) Be a bless-
ing to them in every way possible. Difficult people don’t receive much attention or care 
from others, so you will show them something different. c) Point them to Christ and the 
Scriptures. Help them not to focus on other people or the circumstances but to see Christ 
in every situation and respond biblically. Difficult people are a great gospel opportunity!



Relationships in this fallen world are natu-
rally characterized by conflict rather than 
peace. Whether it be a family relationship or 
an interaction with a coworker, every con-
nection we have with another person will 
eventually result in relational conflict. This is 
because no relationship on earth is exempt 
from the corruption of sin. Sometimes con-
flict arises over serious issues but often our 
problems are defined by fickle and incon-
sequential matters. Sometimes it also seems 
impossible for relationships to be reconciled. 
Family members can go for decades without 
talking to one another and coworkers will do 

anything to not have to work on another project together. No matter what is at the root of 
our problems or how long they have persisted, we know that we all constantly struggle to 
maintain healthy relationships and reconcile with one another when we sin. Even when 
we do try to reconcile with others it often results in more pain and more conflict!

The gospel provides hope in the middle of every relational conflict because in it the great-
est relational conflict has been solved. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 teaches us how reconcili-
ation now defines the life of a Christian. Scripture refers to man’s natural state as being 
an enemy of God and the only way for us to become reconciled with God is through the 
Lord Jesus. By the shedding of his blood, Christ has made a way for sinners to be recon-
ciled to their holy Creator. He who was once an enemy is now considered a friend and 
has been made a new creation. He who was once seen as a sinner is now declared righ-
teous in the eyes of God. Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection are sufficient to save people 
from the wrath of God and give them everlasting life in him. Through faith and repen-
tance, sinners can be made right with God.

The gospel is our hope, motivation, and solution to any relational problem. If God can 
make a way to change hearts and reconcile rebels to himself, all relationships in this 
world can have the hope of reconciliation. No relationship is more fractured and broken 
than the relationship that sinners have with their God. 

The Gospel and Reconciliation
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The Gospel and Reconciliation
Since Christ gave himself for us, we now have the best motivation for reconciliation. See-
ing God’s love for us in the cross should compel us to do whatever it takes to be recon-
ciled to all people in our lives. This even includes those who have hurt us deeply. Because 
we have been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, we now know that the gospel is the 
only source for reconciliation. In the gospel we know what it truly looks like to love God 
and others.

Knowing that we have been given the ministry of reconciliation, we should seek to live in 
peace with others. When a relationship we have with someone is broken, we should initi-
ate the process of reconciliation and not wait for the other to make the first move. When 
another seeks to reconcile with us, we should take them at their word and seek to confess 
how we have wronged them. Ultimately, we represent Christ best when we seek to help 
others be reconciled to God. The gospel is the only hope we all have for living a life that is 
defined by reconciliation rather than relational conflict.



Jesus said of John the Baptist in Matthew 
11:11, “Truly, I say to you, among those 
born of women there has arisen no one 
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.”  

No one greater. That is high praise. And, 
since those words come from Jesus, they 
are certainly true. Few men can truthfully 
say that they have never coveted greatness. 
Do you long for recognition and respect? 
Have you dreamed of the day when you are 
at the top? Have you spent days and nights 

working to gain the position that will finally make you happy? What wouldn’t you do or 
give to be the best and have everyone know it? Have you tasted the bitterness that comes 
from discovering that your dreams don’t make you happy?

No one greater. But what made John so great? The answer – John did not pander for 
greatness. He rejected position and respect. Instead of giving everything he had to put 
himself forward, his life’s goal was to decrease. John the Baptist said in John 3:29–30 
of himself in relationship to Jesus, “The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore, this joy of mine is now complete. He must increase, but I must de-
crease.” No one attends a wedding to see the best man. A worldly definition of greatness 
is nothing more than a best man’s petty attempt to steal the show. What a backstabbing 
friend! John was great for only one reason – he understood how insignificant he was. He 
stood next to Jesus, the Creator and Redeemer, and he was nothing. He found his great-
est joy in serving Jesus and seeing him increase.

No one greater. Do you want those words to be said of you? You should. You should 
want to hear those words from the only person who matters. But greatness is not found 
in being better than those around you in beauty, skills, intellect, wealth, athletics, etc. 

The Gospel and Greatness
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Greatness in Jesus’ eyes means being the greatest servant. Jesus modeled this kind of 
humility and service in his life on earth. His first coming was not the exalted life of a 
king. He, existing in the splendor of heaven and robed in his majestic glory, left it all to 
clothe himself as a man, a servant man, a servant man that was crucified as a sacrifice 
for wretched sinners. This was his greatest service. And God raised him and gave him a 
name above all names!

• The way up is down.
• The way to greatness is to be the least.
• The way to be first is to be the last.
• The way to divine recognition is to be the servant of all.
• The way to life is to die to self.

No one greater. Lord Jesus, let that be the true and sanctified desire of my heart. Help me 
to set aside my own foolish attempts at greatness. And make me a servant like you in all 
things because Christ was the one who served me by saving me! 

The Gospel and Greatness



“Patience is a virtue.” We’ve all heard this 
pithy proverb plenty of times – probably 
delivered with an accusatory tone toward 
us when we were being impatient. Certainly 
we would all love to be known as patient 
people. God is patient with us (2 Pet 3:9) 
and he expects us to be patient as well (Eph 
4:2). Indeed, love is patient (1 Cor 13:4), 
and we should all want to be more loving 
(John 13:34). Yet, all too often, when the 
pressure is on, when stress levels are run-
ning high, when we’re late for an important 
meeting, when the kids have us on our last 
nerve, when the doctors aren’t giving us the 

answers we’re looking for, or when the insurance company is giving us the runaround 
we are tempted to either fly off the handle or shut down altogether. In other words, when 
things don’t go our way we are tempted to respond impatiently. 

So how can we cooperate with the Holy Spirit as he produces patience in us (Gal 5:22)? 
First, we need to recognize that impatience arises within us when our hopes are threat-
ened or dashed. It is easy to appear patient when everything is going our way. Impa-
tience is an indicator that we have fixed our hope on something insecure, something that 
could fail to come about as we’d want. However, we can respond patiently to frustrating 
circumstances when we “have the full assurance of hope to the end” like Abraham and 
the prophets of the Old Testament (Heb 6:11-12; cf. James 5:7-11).

But how can we have such an unfailing hope? The author of Hebrews goes on to explain 
that our unfailing hope comes to us through two unchanging things: God’s purpose and 
God’s word (Heb 6:17-18). It is impossible for these two to fail, so they give “strong en-
couragement to hold fast to the hope set before us” (Heb 6:18).

The Gospel and Impatience
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The Gospel and Impatience
What is the hope set before us? The short answer: Jesus. He is the “sure and steadfast an-
chor of the soul” (Heb 6:19-20). Jesus Christ voluntarily experienced the frustrations and 
indignities of wicked, rebellious people. More than that, he became a sacrifice for our 
sins and waits for the subjection of his enemies so that he can perfect we who are being 
sanctified (Heb 10:11-14). His patient endurance of suffering on our behalf has secured 
for us the greatest thing we could ever hope for – access to God (Heb 10:19-21). Because 
of this we can have “full assurance of faith” and “hope without wavering” (Heb 10:22-
23).

Jesus Christ is the anchor for our soul, the sure and steadfast hope that never fails. So 
when we are impatient, either lashing out in frustration or resigning in self-pity, we dem-
onstrate that we are failing to wait on the Lord (Isa 40:31). This in turn reveals to us that 
in that moment our hope was fastened to a different anchor, a less secure anchor that 
couldn’t survive the trial. However, if our hope is diligently fixed on Jesus then our hopes 
will never be dashed because they won’t ever fail. And we can be patient even when 
circumstances don’t go how we’d want because Jesus already secured the best possible 
outcome for us – our salvation.



It is human tendency to value people in a 
biased way. Whether we readily admit it or 
not, we all struggle with partiality to some 
degree. The severity of partiality varies, as 
does the motivation, but the effect is the 
same. God’s glory is tarnished, people are 
devalued, and relationships become useless. 
Don’t be fooled! Partiality steals the joy and 
fruit God intends for his children. It also hi-
jacks the body of Christ and circumvents the 
path God established for our sanctification.

There is something grotesque about taking 
interest in affluent people to share in their 
prosperity. But what about neglecting some-

one because we don’t believe they are necessary for our Christian growth? Philemon, an 
affluent man in the early church, received God’s grace (Phlm 3) and placed his faith in 
Christ. Therefore, Philemon had a genuine love for Christ and “all the saints” (5). Paul’s 
greeting in this letter to Philemon, is warm but purposeful. He introduces himself as a 
“prisoner of Jesus Christ” (1), and praises Philemon for his ministry to “the hearts of the 
saints” (7). While unjustly on house arrest for the cause of Christ, Paul appeals to Phile-
mon to receive a “useless” slave for the sake of Christ (9-16).

Onesimus was Philemon’s purchased servant (16) who committed an unstated felony 
against Philemon (17-19) and incurred a debt to Philemon. In the providence of God, On-
esimus ran away from Philemon, met Paul, and came to faith in Christ (10). He had a new 
identity in Christ that would magnify the grace of God in countless ways.

Though Onesimus had served a purpose in Philemon’s house, he became “useless” as a 
runaway slave. However, God transformed what was “useless” into something “useful” 
(11). Onesimus was no longer a slave, he was a brother (16)! The gospel reconciles man 
with God, but it also provides the foundation for reconciliation between saints.  

The Gospel and Partiality
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Biblical relationships aren’t built on personal ability, assumed worth, ethnicity, or social 
status. The gospel produces strong, Christ-focused relationships with all saints because 
their new worth is found in Christ alone. Consider how this displayed God’s grace in 
that culture. Slavery in the first century was very common. As difficult as it may be for a 
modern reader, Paul’s primary concern wasn’t slavery.

Abolishing slavery is a worthy and righteous cause, but Paul understood how the fruit of 
the gospel portrayed God’s greatness in a matchless way. For Philemon to receive On-
esimus, not only into his house but as a brother and equal in Christ, would have been 
nothing short of extraordinary!

Sadly, man’s heart is prone to estimate the worth of people and relationships based on 
corrupt values. “Does this person provide me happiness or comfort?” “Do they deserve 
my attention?” “Will I enjoy this relationship, and will it serve my goals?” These man-
centered values deemed Jesus as useless or even worse, a threat, resulting in his crucifix-
ion. But God turned man’s ugly partiality into the greatest gift for any regardless of “use-
fulness” – whoever believes in him shall have eternal life.  

The gospel turns our view of God, self, others, and therefore relationships into an occa-
sion to exalt Christ. God transforms sinners into saints so that useless relationships be-
come useful for our sanctification as we demonstrate the fruit of kindness and goodness 
to those around us. “And I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for 
the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ” (6).

The Gospel and Partiality



The Bible teaches that there are two categories of people: 
those who are in Christ, and those who are without him; 
those who are saved, and those who are doomed. But 
sometimes those categories don’t feel as black and white. 
What do you do when the lines feel blurred? What do you 
do when you waver back and forth from thinking you’re 
saved to thinking you’re not, unsure where you stand with 
God at any given moment? This can feel like a never-end-
ing rollercoaster of uncertainty where Jesus’s words to-
wards those with little faith echo in our minds like they’re 
the only verses the Bible has to offer. 

To settle our doubts, we may look to strengthen our faith. 
But even then, our faith is frail and fluctuating. Maybe 
my faith was good enough yesterday, but I’m not sure it 
is today. We may look to a prayer. But when we reflect 
upon it later, we question whether we really meant it with 
enough sincerity. So we once again recite another prayer 
to God hoping this time our repentance can meet the de-

mands our assurance so desperately craves. This cycle can be exhausting – even agonizing 
– as our souls cry out for rest and clarity. But when I remember that Jesus did not come to 
save the healthy, but the sick (Mark 2:17); that he did not come to die for those with per-
fect faith, but he came to save the doubters, the wavering, and the weak – I am reminded 
that the gospel makes room for me to cry out, “I believe, help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). 
I am also reminded that there is a better way than continually putting my own faith under 
the microscope to settle my doubts. There is something else that belongs there instead. 

Instead of looking to your insufficient faith, look to your sufficient Savior who perfectly 
trusted the Father on your behalf. Christ went to the cross as the one who was perfectly 
faithful in order to redeem those who are often imperfect and faithless. Christ paid the 
price of those who were faithless so that they could be counted as faithful. “If we are faith-
less, he remains faithful” (2 Tim. 2:13). 

The Gospel and Assurance
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One of the most freeing truths of the gospel in moments of doubt is this: Your faith is not 
your savior. Your most tear-filled and heart-felt prayers are not your savior. Jesus Christ is 
your Savior. You don’t need to look to your own faith to be sufficient, or to try and muster 
up stronger faith by your own effort, or to attempt to pray a perfect prayer of repentance. 
If salvation depended upon the strength of our faith, no one would be saved. No wonder 
assurance feels so elusive when we try to place a burden upon our own faith that only Je-
sus was meant to bear! When you take your eyes off of your imperfect faith and rightfully 
place them upon your perfect Savior, you will see that your faith increases the less you 
focus on faith itself and the more you focus on the one whom your faith is in - Christ.

The Gospel and Assurance



Adults of a certain age are familiar with the 
experience of waking up to discover a new 
ache or pain that did not exist the night 
before. We long for the days when we didn’t 
have to weigh the cost of engaging in that 
beloved activity with our child or grand-
child, knowing our bodies will exact a price 
tomorrow. Unfortunately, many of us know 
the anguish of enduring prolonged periods 
of illness. Whether we have endured such 
illness ourselves or walked with a loved one 
through that dark valley, we become acutely 
aware that we are fragile vessels living in a 
broken world.

In Psalm 6, David cries out to the Lord through the agony of physical suffering. He de-
scribes how his malady has worn him down both physically and emotionally. He is 
sapped of his strength and hope. David’s physical pain, and the despair he feels, lead 
to incessant tears that saturate his pillow. He is exhausted and groaning for mercy. 
Undoubtedly, many of us identify with David’s pleas. We know what it is like to cry 
throughout the night begging for healing. We believe God is capable of healing, but we 
fear that his will may be for us to endure this trial a bit longer.

Paul’s words resonate with us when he declares in Rom 8:22–23, “For we know that the 
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.” Even as 
believers, we “groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our bodies.” Physical ailments are an ever-present reminder of the brokenness that sin 
introduced at the Fall. 
We praise God that he hears our prayers and often provides healing and deliverance from 
suffering. Indeed, we have a compassionate Savior who “heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). So we rejoice when a loved one is raised back to 
health. Yet, illness makes us acutely aware of our inherent helplessness and our need for 
deliverance.

The Gospel and a Broken Body
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As much as we need physical healing, our infirmities are only a shadow of humanity’s 
spiritual infirmity. Even if we could eradicate all disease, our greatest need would still 
remain. We desperately need a savior who can provide spiritual healing. Accordingly, we 
exult in Christ’s death and resurrection, by which he has victoriously broken the power of 
sin and death. On the cross, it was Jesus’s body that was broken so that we can be made 
whole in him. Isaiah 53:5 tells us that Christ “was pierced for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed.” In the midst of suffering, we can fix our eyes on Christ 
knowing that he is the great healer. Because of his sacrifice, we are no longer hopelessly 
broken, and we have the hope of spending eternity with our Lord in our glorified, resur-
rected bodies, free from sin and pain.

The Gospel and a Broken Body



Especially after a holiday season of feasting, not everyone 
has the ideal body we would like. Some of us have over-
indulged. Others are growing older and are painfully con-
scious of being past their prime. Still others of us have never 
been content with the appearance with which God created 
us. A blemish here, some extra pounds there. Some, through 
no fault of their own, have been disfigured because of an ac-
cident or a birth defect. Moreover, we fear (or know for sure) 
that others are judging us negatively based on our appear-
ance – saying softly to themselves or others, “My, he’s let 
himself go. Is she really getting another piece of pie? What 
happened to that person?!”

Physical unattractiveness, though morally neutral, points 
us to the greatest ugliness in our world. The fundamental 
reason why our bodies do not have a “glory” about them is 
because of sin, whether ours currently or Adam’s, which has 
resulted in a fallen world. All creation is affected by human 
sin and is not as it should be. And each of us, by our self-

centered and proud preoccupation with outer appearance, as well as other sins, became 
repulsive in God’s sight – not physically but spiritually. Nevertheless, God looked down 
at us in all our ugliness and loved us. So Jesus left his heavenly glory of unsurpassed 
beauty and came to dwell among us as a man with no beauty or majesty to attract us to 
him and nothing in his appearance that we should desire him (Isa 53:2). People whis-
pered about him, slandered him, mocked him. Yet Jesus did not live seeking to impress 
people but to please his Father. Obedient to the end, Jesus was tortured and executed 
such that “his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his 
form marred beyond human likeness” (Isa 52:14) and he was hanged naked on a cross by 
a thoroughfare to be gawked at. But afterward God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him consummate glory and beauty and splendor.

The Gospel and Appearance
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Through his death, Jesus purchased new, glorious life for everyone who trusts him. We 
will one day have flawless bodies that showcase God’s skill. Paul likens our present bod-
ies to a seed, and the resurrected body we will have forever, to the plant – the beautiful 
flower or mighty oak that sprouts from it (1 Cor 15:35–38). Who thinks of apples and 
says, “I don’t like apples because the seeds are so small, brown, and plain”? Jesus’s resur-
rection is proof that God will raise all who trust in him, and God’s creative genius and 
artistry exhibited in the universe is evidence that his final product will be fantastic.

So, while we wait for our bodies to be beautified, God is cultivating an attractiveness 
in us that is beyond criticism – the beauty of the righteousness of Christ, the fruit of the 
Spirit, the quality of love.  Through the Holy Spirit, God is creating in his children the 
beauty that really counts: the inner beauty of Christlike character. The sufferings of physi-
cal unattractiveness along with the criticism of others, though painful, cannot crush us 
when we realize that “trials of various kinds” are tools God is using for our good to help 
us mature toward the radiant beauty of Christ (Jas 1:2–4).

The Gospel and Appearance



The gospel or “good news” inherently has 
some “bad news” implications that make it 
such good news. The gospel assumes that 
mankind is inherently sinful and destined to 
perish without God’s saving work in Christ. 
Humanity’s pride, unless broken, will not ac-
cept the bad news first in order to receive the 
good news. Thus, persecution happens.  

In Acts 4:15–31, the supreme court in the 
land had gathered for the singular purpose 
of silencing two followers of Christ. They 
had heard the rumors, they had noticed the 
crowds, and they were greatly disturbed. The 
shocking crime of these two men?  Healing a 

crippled man and speaking of the one who had the power to heal, Jesus Christ.  

Sometimes it can be tempting to think that I am the only one facing spiritual opposition 
or persecution. It is tempting for believers to narrow their focus until they see only them-
selves and their own discomfort. Yet cultural antagonism and sinful opposition are noth-
ing new for Christians. The early Christians faced great persecution in an equally sinful 
world. Those believers faced violent opposition from both the unbelieving Romans as 
well as the corrupted religious leaders of Israel. 

The religious leaders had become obsessed with a fear that the name of Jesus would 
eclipse their own names. They had doubtless heard stories that Jesus was risen, and the 
disciples and surrounding crowds kept speaking of him. These men were worried about 
the danger of this name. They had rejected Jesus and sent him to the cross already. Now 
the name of Jesus Christ was once again threatening their own personal kingdoms. The 
disciples desired to tell others what Jesus Christ had done, but they needed help to face 
the blatant hostility. 

The Gospel and Persecution
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The Gospel and Persecution
How did the followers of Christ respond to this onslaught of persecution? They prayed!  
Acts 4:24-30 is a prayer for God’s power and boldness to be seen in the lives of Chris-
tians for the work of Christ. This prayer asks for boldness. These followers of Christ had a 
burning desire to see others be rescued and know Jesus Christ. They were facing powerful 
opposition and they needed help to witness despite the opposition.

Also, these Christians prayed Scripture back to God. Acts 4:25-26 quotes from Psalm 2 
where it says the kings of the earth would gather in opposition against God. Praying this 
Psalm helps believers remember that no one is bigger than God. Psalm 2:4 says that God 
laughs at the worthless audacity of rebellious rulers.

Finally, their prayer was focused predominantly on God. The prayer holds magnificent 
truths about God. They rejoiced that he is the powerful God who created. They reassured 
themselves with God’s foreknowledge. He had told them in Psalm 2 that opponents such 
as Herod, Pilate, the gentiles, and even Jews would try to overthrow God. They meditated 
on God’s plan in Acts 4:27-28. God’s promise from the beginning of Scripture has been 
that he would send a Messiah to pay for the sins of humanity. Jesus Christ’s death on the 
cross as the sinless substitute is the only adequate sacrifice for mankind. The conclusion 
of their prayer called for Jesus’ name to be made even more famous. 

God answered. They turned their focus to Christ and the gospel mission rather than on 
their momentary suffering. Their prayer was for God to enable them to fulfill his will and 
he does. The Holy Spirit within each believer empowered them with the boldness they 
needed. God has been answering prayers for the spread of the gospel ever since. Even 
during persecution, Jesus Christ is bringing transformation and wholeness and breaking 
man’s prideful resistance. The gospel of Jesus Christ has never been stopped.



What are you anxious about today? What 
is causing you a lack of peace in your life? 
The uncertainty of future events? Your 
health? Your family? A failing relationship? 
The opinions of others? Anxiety has many 
underlying causes. Some are obvious; 
some are deceptively subtle. But in every 
case, the results are extraordinarily similar. 
Anxiety is distracting. It’s consuming. It’s 
debilitating. And anxiety almost always 
manifests itself in fear. But despite its 
prevalence in our lives, it is not from God, 
nor is it God-honoring: “For God has not 
given us a spirit of fear” (1 Tim 1:7a).

If your life is burdened by anxiety and fear, the most fundamental cause is always the 
same: a lack of trust in God. The prophet, Isaiah, however, gives the solution to your 
lack of peace: “You (God) keep him (man) in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
you, because he trusts in you” (Isa 26:3). Is your mind stayed or fixed upon your heav-
enly Father today? Is that even possible since no one has ever seen God (John 1:18)? 
And if you can’t fix your mind on God, how can you ever hope to have peace? And 
what if you could see God – what chance would you have to stand before a holy and 
omnipotent judge?

These are serious questions, but the Bible speaks of a simple solution: Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God sent to this world by the Father as a gift to mankind. The Apostle Paul tells 
us that Jesus “is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” (Col 1:15). 
And Jesus came to give the very thing that we all need – peace. But Jesus’ manifestation 
in the flesh was far more than a mission to bring you peace from your fear of the opin-
ions of others, or your fear of the unknown, or your fear of sickness, or even your fear of 
death. 
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The Gospel and Anxiety
Jesus came down to mankind in order to bring peace where it was needed most – be-
tween sinful man and a holy God. How? Through his death on the cross, satisfying God’s 
righteous wrath against rebellious man. 

He took your place upon the cross, and in doing so, he also took your sin, your fears, 
your insecurities, and your burdens upon himself as he died the death that should have 
been yours and mine, making a way for true and lasting peace in your life. If you have 
yet to trust in Jesus as your Savior, don’t delay. You will never experience true and lasting 
peace apart from Jesus Christ. 

But what if you have already trusted in Jesus as your Lord and Savior and you’re still 
routinely experiencing anxiety? The remedy for your anxiety and fear is the same as the 
remedy for your salvation – trust in Christ. His work not only cleanses and saves, but it 
also matures and sanctifies. It not only brings a one-time peace, but a lasting peace. If 
you are in Christ, you don’t have to live with anxiety.  The one who took care of your 
greatest problem – separation from God – can manage your day-to-day issues as well. 
Christ is your Savior, he is your advocate, and he desires to aid and comfort you in all 
of your frailties: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb 4:15).

And so, my friend, can you fix your mind upon the one who humbled himself by taking 
on flesh? Can you fix your mind upon the one who suffered and died in your place? Can 
you fix your mind upon the one who, at the right hand of the Father, never ceases to ad-
vocate for you? Will you go to him today with your fear and anxiety? He not only has the 
cure, he IS the cure!




