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Hometown: Chino Hills, CA
 
Spouse: Juliana
 
Children: Anabelle (10), Anthony (4)
 
Ministry at which you serve: Lighthouse of 
Faith/ Finally Alive Ministries (Chino Hills, CA)

Primary Responsibilities: Christian counselor 
and minister

 
Two fun facts about you/your family: My wife and I met when we were standing together 
as bridesmaid and usher. The rest is history.
 
Why did you choose FBS: Out of the many seminaries out there, Faith Bible Seminary was 
my first choice. They offered the rigorous academic courses I was looking for while making 
sure to keep the curriculum God-centered. I have grown to love FBS even more because of 
the intimate size that is allowing for us to bond better as brethren in Christ. The professors, 
though very knowledgeable, always show Christ-like love and humbleness towards us.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’m thankful for the God centered educa-
tion FBS has provided me. It has made me a better minister by giving me so much informa-
tion and application.

Long-term ministry goals: After graduation, I will continue to minister the word of Christ at 
our local church. We will also engage in more counseling for the local community. I plan 
on working toward a Ph.D.
 
How can supporters be praying for you: Though I am still new to FBS, I have already seen 
God doing amazing things in my ministry and my personal life. Help with learning lan-
guages and being a better leader.

Gary Aris
Hometown: Lafayette, IN
 
Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church West 
and Purdue Bible Fellowship (Lafayette, IN) 

Primary Responsibilities: Faith Church 
(Lafayette, IN)
 
Two fun facts about you/your family: I have 
been at Faith Church for as long as I have been 
alive, as my dad was brought on staff as a pas-

tor the year I was born. In around 200 days I will get to marry my high school sweetheart 
whom I met at Faith Christian School. I’m thankful for Faith Church for a lot of reasons! 
 
Why did you choose FBS: I chose to pursue my MDiv at Faith Bible Seminary because I 
love my church. The Faith Church family has become my family, and I have been discipled 
under its teaching and leaders. When I thought about being trained in my character and 
pastoral leadership, I didn’t want to go anywhere else.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: The Faith Bible Seminary staff is primarily 
concerned with producing people of character and pastoral leaders, not intellectuals. I am 
also thankful that I get to participate in local church ministry through the MDiv program. 
This allows me to pursue important educational knowledge in the context of the greater 
goal of glorifying God through ministry to people.

Long-term ministry goals: I believe that God is calling me to music ministry of some sort, 
and I hope that the next three years and the opportunities God presents me with immedi-
ately after seminary will help clarify what role I want to play in furthering Christ’s kingdom.
 
How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for my humility. FBS provides an in-
tense program, and humility is what allows me to learn from and take joy in my experienc-
es and challenges rather than resist them. Secondly, please pray for growth in selfless love 
as I grow closer to my fiancée and our wedding day. Lastly, please pray for endurance and 
fullness in Christ during a busy season of life.

Joshua Aucoin



Hometown: Lafayette, IN
 
Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church West 
and Purdue Bible Fellowship (Lafayette, IN) 

Primary Responsibilities: Faith Church 
(Lafayette, IN)
 
Two fun facts about you/your family: I have 
been at Faith Church for as long as I have been 
alive, as my dad was brought on staff as a pas-

tor the year I was born. In around 200 days I will get to marry my high school sweetheart 
whom I met at Faith Christian School. I’m thankful for Faith Church for a lot of reasons! 
 
Why did you choose FBS: I chose to pursue my MDiv at Faith Bible Seminary because I 
love my church. The Faith Church family has become my family, and I have been discipled 
under its teaching and leaders. When I thought about being trained in my character and 
pastoral leadership, I didn’t want to go anywhere else.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: The Faith Bible Seminary staff is primarily 
concerned with producing people of character and pastoral leaders, not intellectuals. I am 
also thankful that I get to participate in local church ministry through the MDiv program. 
This allows me to pursue important educational knowledge in the context of the greater 
goal of glorifying God through ministry to people.

Long-term ministry goals: I believe that God is calling me to music ministry of some sort, 
and I hope that the next three years and the opportunities God presents me with immedi-
ately after seminary will help clarify what role I want to play in furthering Christ’s kingdom.
 
How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for my humility. FBS provides an in-
tense program, and humility is what allows me to learn from and take joy in my experienc-
es and challenges rather than resist them. Secondly, please pray for growth in selfless love 
as I grow closer to my fiancée and our wedding day. Lastly, please pray for endurance and 
fullness in Christ during a busy season of life.

Joshua Aucoin



Hometown: Williamsport, IN 

Spouse: Emily

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church 
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Sunday Morning Wor-
ship Leader, Faith Group Leader

Two fun facts about you/your family: My wife 
and I met through a mutual friend who told her 

I could give her banjo lessons. I was not a skilled banjo instructor, but I went for it and now 
here we are. Another fun fact is that in high school I played drums in a family band. One of 
my uncles that played in the band now serves with me on worship team here at Faith!  

Why did you choose FBS:  Early in my college years, I got involved with Faith Church and 
began receiving mentoring from an FBS intern at that time. The model for Christ-likeness 
set by these men, as well as the theologically rich teaching they were receiving peaked my 
interest. When I found out how affordable the program was, it became a real desire for me 
to pursue acceptance into FBS. 

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am learning so much about God and his 
redemptive plan for us in Jesus Christ through studying the Bible in each class. The bibli-
cal languages and hermeneutics classes have challenged me to go deeper in my study and 
understanding of the Bible. I am also learning a lot about practical leadership in ministry. 

Long-term ministry goals: After seminary, my wife and I plan to hold an open hand to see 
where God will take us. We love serving on worship team and would be happy to contin-
ue using music as a means to lead people to worship God. I would love to disciple others 
through biblical counseling and continue to lead a small group bible study. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for Emily and I as we learn and grow 
through our first year of marriage. We are so thankful for the support system and communi-
ty we have at Faith Church. Pray that we would learn from the many wise counselors and 
friends we have here. Pray that I would balance my priorities with my marriage, school, 
ministry, and most importantly my personal walk with God. 

Jordan Bray



Hometown: Londrina, Parana, Brazil

Spouse: Beatrix

Children: Luiza (8)

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Helping with Bible 
studies and counseling

Two fun facts about you/your family: We planted two churches in Brazil, one in Lon-
drina-PR and another one in Goiania-GO. We are passionate about church planting and 
pastoral training.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose to pursue my M.Div. at FBS because it is a well-founded 
Biblical seminary with a good scholarship program.  

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’m thankful to God for FBS because, be-
yond the academics, the program also allows me to be involved in ministry and learn from 
an influential, biblical church. 

Long-term ministry goals: After my graduation I would like to pursue a doctoral degree and 
then get involved in church planting and teaching in a seminary to help other pastors in 
their formation.  

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for our health, that God gives us wis-
dom to balance the time between studies and other tasks and for our daughter Luiza and 
her adjustment to the school and language. 

Diogo Luis Cerutti



Hometown: São José dos Campos, São Paulo, Brazil

Spouse: Giovana

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church (Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Pastoral Assistant, Children’s Minis-
tries Teacher, and Adult Bible Fellowship Co-Teacher

Two fun facts about you/your family: I have been a profes-
sional race car driver in the past desiring to reach Formula 
1. I was champion of South America Formula 3 in 2009 and 
also got the chance to meet and race with some of the actual 
Formula 1 drivers in Europe like Valteri Bottas and Daniel 
Riccardo. At the end of 2009, I was saved and decided that I 
would no longer drive cars, but drive others to Christ.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because I believe it has rigorous academic training 
and, at the same time, real ministry experience. To be growing and tested is the best way to 
be equipped to serve Christ better.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’m thankful for the church’s stewardship 
and the love I have received in so many ways. The church’s commitment to Christ’s order 
to make disciples and to grow what God has given has been helping me and my wife to 
passionately pursue fruits for God’s glory.

Long-term ministry goals: I would like to go back to Brazil and serve my home church as 
a full-time vocational ministry. The areas of ministry that I desire to be involved with are 
community outreach, counseling, children’s ministries, christian education, and teaching. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray that my wife and I can daily grow in 
the knowledge of Christ and joyfully serve others so that we become mature in Christ.

Leonardo Cordeiro



Hometown: Indianapolis, IN

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Training up new 
counselors around the state and counseling 
those in our community

Two fun facts about you/your family: I am orig-
inally from Burma/Myanmar and came to the 
USA when I was ten years old with my family 
as refugees. I love playing soccer.

Why did you choose FBS: I’ve heard about FBS through my biblical counselor, Dr. Kelle-
men, when I was a student at Crossroads Bible College. One of the main reasons I chose to 
come to FBS is because FBS offers a great internship program that the students can practi-
cally apply in real-life settings. 

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am very thankful to God for giving me 
this great opportunity to study here at FBS. Not only that, I get to practice what I’ve learned 
in class in my assigned ministry. I am thankful for Faith Church in general by showing 
God’s love and compassion to me.

Long-term ministry goals: I am planning to plant an English speaking church for the second 
Burmese generation down in Indianapolis. Eventually, this church will be a multiethnic 
church that welcomes everyone for the purpose of glorifying God by proclaiming the good 
news of Jesus Christ and building an intentional relationship with them for disciple making. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Pray that I would not take this great opportunity 
for granted but use these three years of seminary education to equip and prepare myself 
well for the upcoming ministry. Practically speaking, pray that I would be disciplined in 
my usage of time each day. Pray that I would continue to have growth in my devotion with 
God by reading of His Word and praying each and every day with a joyful heart. Pray that, 
even though these three years can be tough with the loads of my study and other ministry 
responsibilities that I would not neglect my relationship with my family members. Lastly, 
pray that I would take time to do an outreach during my community center shift for the 
purpose of sharing the gospel to everyone.

Naybay Dah



Hometown: Winona, MN

Ministry at which you serve: Pleasant Valley Church 
(Winona, MN) 

Primary Responsibilities: Student Ministries

Two fun facts about you/your family: I spent a year overseas 
teaching math in Sweden at an English immersion school 
and spend way too much time trying to perfect my morning 
espresso. I enjoy spreading the Gospel of Great Coffee to 
everyone around me (second only to the one true Gospel)!

Why did you choose FBS: After interning and then being 
hired on part-time at Pleasant Valley, I desired to continue 
to develop my ability to know Jesus and communicate about 
Him well. While I was attending a local biblical counseling 
training conference, I heard about FBS from Brent and took a 

closer look into the program. What stood out to me was the emphasis on biblical counsel-
ing, which is something I hope to pursue throughout the program and after graduation. Af-
ter considering my academic ability and speaking with a mentor/pastor, I decided to apply.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful for my professors. Their 
patience with us as we learn and the fact that they understand well that we aren’t just 
seminary students with no lives or work outside of class, but people with ministries and 
community has been a blessing. I’m also thankful for the community of fellow students in 
this cohort and that we get to learn from and support one another through this learning 
experience.   

Long-term ministry goals: After graduation, my long-term goal is to become an associate 
pastor with a focus on biblical counseling and staff development. What I’ve discovered 
more recently is that I love working with people in one-on-one discipleship settings and 
biblical counseling has provided an excellent set of tools to disciple people well.

How can supporters be praying for you: Balance in work and life is one area of prayer for 
me. A struggle I have been becoming more aware of is that it is extremely easy for me to 
work hard at my job and school at the expense of physical and social health. I have a real-
istic plan in place to strike that balance, but I need the discipline to stick to it.  

Guy Eastep
Hometown: Utagba-Uno, Delta State, Nigeria

Spouse: Rebecca

Children: John (4)

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Youth Group at the 
Northend Campus

Two fun facts about you/your family: We love travelling and meeting people.

Why did you choose FBS: FBS’ approach on sponsorship, which relieves a student of debt 
and their approach on family bonds which helps create strong ties and, of course, the prac-
tical ministry dimensions, led me to choose FBS.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: Except for a divine provision like an in-
ternship with Faith Church, I would not have been able to afford a high quality seminary 
education. As a family, we are thankful first to God, we are thankful to Faith Church, and 
the visionaries of FBS. 

Long-term ministry goals: After graduation, I will continue to serve as a pastor. I also desire 
to proceed to further theological training at the end of the M.Div. program. But I am open 
for God’s purposes and plan in my life, wherever He leads. 

How can supporters be praying for you: I would want to be prayed for as to have the 
wisdom to wisely invest my time daily. I also would want prayers to be offered on behalf of 
my family and loved ones back home.



Hometown: Utagba-Uno, Delta State, Nigeria

Spouse: Rebecca

Children: John (4)

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Youth Group at the 
Northend Campus

Two fun facts about you/your family: We love travelling and meeting people.

Why did you choose FBS: FBS’ approach on sponsorship, which relieves a student of debt 
and their approach on family bonds which helps create strong ties and, of course, the prac-
tical ministry dimensions, led me to choose FBS.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: Except for a divine provision like an in-
ternship with Faith Church, I would not have been able to afford a high quality seminary 
education. As a family, we are thankful first to God, we are thankful to Faith Church, and 
the visionaries of FBS. 

Long-term ministry goals: After graduation, I will continue to serve as a pastor. I also desire 
to proceed to further theological training at the end of the M.Div. program. But I am open 
for God’s purposes and plan in my life, wherever He leads. 

How can supporters be praying for you: I would want to be prayed for as to have the 
wisdom to wisely invest my time daily. I also would want prayers to be offered on behalf of 
my family and loved ones back home.

Emmanuel Enefazu-Ossai



Hometown: Grimes, IA

Spouse: Emily

Children: Adleigh (3) & Ellarose (1)

Ministry at which you serve: Harvest Bible 
Chapel Des Moines (Des Moines, IA)

Primary Responsibilities: Family Ministry
Director and Director of Harvest Students

Two fun facts about you/your family: My wife and I were part of the core team that 
launched our church in 2013. Neither of us are working directly in the fields we went to 
college for.

Why did you choose FBS: Since my freshman year of college, I felt the Lord may be call-
ing me to do more with ministry. Our Senior Pastor, Nick Lees, graduated from FBS and I 
have seen first hand how FBS has equipped him to serve our church. He encouraged me to 
investigate the program and after going to the BCTC last year it affirmed that FBS was the 
right place for me.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful for the purposeful disciple-
ship and genuine care our instructors have shown. I have seen how both my competency 
and character as a minister of the Gospel are being addressed and grown every week. Also, 
I am thankful that I am not just getting head knowledge but have already been able to ap-
ply lessons from class in practical ministry situations.

Long-term ministry goals: My plan, Lord willing, is to continue serving in the role that I am 
currently in at my current church. I hope to be able to pursue becoming a Pastor and serve 
in helping the overall shepherding of the church where I am currently serving.

How can supporters be praying for you: First, that I would grow as a husband and father 
who prioritizes the first ministry that the Lord has entrusted to me. Second, that I would 
maintain discipline in tackling both school work and ministry work. Finally, and probably 
most importantly, that my love for God would grow and that I would live and act from a 
genuine motivation of pursuing Him.

John Flaherty



Hometown: Hiratsuka, Japan and Los Angeles, 
CA

Spouse: Erisa

Children: Toshiki (1)

Ministry at which you serve: Lighthouse Com-
munity Church: Praxis (Torrance, CA)

Primary Responsibilities: Small group leading, 
discipling, preaching, prayer group leading 

Two fun facts about you/your family: In college, I performed a solo vocal for an opera 
song with a 60-piece orchestra accompaniment. I was a college dropout, determined to 
never pursue education, until I met Erisa and she convinced me to pursue it.

Why did you choose FBS: It was the most difficult decision in my life, as I was studying at 
The Master’s Seminary (TMS) since 2017 for two years, full time, planning to graduate in 
two years. However, with Erisa’s history of receiving counseling at Faith Church, we found 
out that FBS is more geared towards the practical aspects of real-life ministries, whereas 
TMS is strong with academics. This convinced me that I would be better equipped at FBS, 
especially in counseling, for my future ministry in Japan.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: We’re moving from LA to West Lafayette 
in the 2nd week of December. So far, I am thankful to God that the school accepted my 
transfer from TMS at the last minute, and that I’m already receiving online lectures that are 
very practical for me to plan my future ministry. 

Long-term ministry goals: Erisa and I want to join a mission board to become missionaries, 
and start raising support. We aim to finish our support raising soon after my graduation and 
be sent to Japan for pastoring/developing a church.

How can supporters be praying for you: We’d love to get connected with the church/
people quickly. Prayers for our relationship with church people, my seminary studies and 
spiritual growth, counseling training (for both of us), and our missionary support raising to 
begin well so we can be sent to Japan soon after graduation.

Naoto Funada



Hometown: El Paso, TX

Spouse: Magdalen

Children: Geneva Grace (3 mos)

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church (Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Serving at the Hartford Hub, serving 
on the worship team, and serving at the Northend Communi-
ty Center

Two fun facts about you/your family: My whole family 
formed most of the worship team back home. My wife and I 
like to go on hikes to appreciate the beauty of God’s creation.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because it is a semi-
nary in which you can truly learn what it is to be in full time 
ministry. The philosophy of incorporating hands-on ministry 

work into its M.Div. program and the ties that it has to Faith Church’s Biblical Counseling 
Center were the main reasons my pastors and I decided that I would be best equipped for 
ministry and counseling at FBS.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful to God for FBS because it is 
providing an education far beyond my expectations. I am thankful for the professors who 
truly care about the learning process and each student’s success in these courses. I am also 
thankful that I was able to bring my family with me, and the provision and faithfulness of 
God through the process of moving to Lafayette. 

Long-term ministry goals: My long-term goals in ministry after graduation would be to go 
back to my hometown, El Paso, and serve in our local church, Mision de Gracia. I would 
be assisting the biblical counseling director in growing that ministry and continuing to 
teach others to biblically counsel. My goal is to faithfully preach the Word of God, and I 
am sure that through FBS I will be well equipped to do so.

How can supporters be praying for you: It is very easy to focus on the material being 
taught and neglect my relationship with Christ. Losing focus on that would be detrimen-
tal to other relationships in my life. Please be praying for my wife and me as we venture 
through the process of learning how to balance ministry, school, and raising a baby girl.

Alfonso Gomez, Jr.
Hometown: Grand Rapids, MI

Spouse: Corrin

Children: Sabin (1), another coming in 2020

Ministry at which you serve: West Cannon 
Baptist Church (Belmont, MI)

Primary Responsibilities: Director of Adult 
Ministries and Sunday School Classes

Two fun facts about you/your family: I was 
married at the age of 18, making me the trophy husband for my wife who was 19 at the 
time. I have been told by medical professionals that I have the flexibility of an 80-year-old-
...I am 24. So you can ask me to touch my toes, but it ain’t happening.

Why did you choose FBS: Last year our church hosted an FBCM conference. I was the 
conference coordinator and had the opportunity to meet with Dr. Aucoin. A seminary that 
faithfully exposits the Word of God, a cohort model that allows you to achieve an MDiv in 
3 years, continue working in ministry, and that doesn’t impact your family with crippling 
debt?! I really believe in the model of education Faith has developed.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am so thankful for the pastoral care that 
is modeled by the faculty, and that our studies are designed to grow both our knowledge 
and our love for God. I am also incredibly grateful for this cohort model that allows me to 
develop meaningful relationships with my fellow seminarians who are brothers in Christ 
that encourage rather than compete with one another.

Long-term ministry goals: Lord willing, my ultimate desire is to serve as the senior or teach-
ing pastor in a local church. I am also open to considering pursuing a Ph.D. in theology if I 
survive seminary. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Growing in my relationship with God, being a 
God-glorifying husband and father, working in ministry full time, and going to seminary is 
challenging. In February my wife and I expect to welcome our second child into the world, 
which will present additional privileges to balance. Pray also for my family, particularly my 
wife Corrin, as they encourage me in this busy season of our lives.



Hometown: Grand Rapids, MI

Spouse: Corrin

Children: Sabin (1), another coming in 2020

Ministry at which you serve: West Cannon 
Baptist Church (Belmont, MI)

Primary Responsibilities: Director of Adult 
Ministries and Sunday School Classes

Two fun facts about you/your family: I was 
married at the age of 18, making me the trophy husband for my wife who was 19 at the 
time. I have been told by medical professionals that I have the flexibility of an 80-year-old-
...I am 24. So you can ask me to touch my toes, but it ain’t happening.

Why did you choose FBS: Last year our church hosted an FBCM conference. I was the 
conference coordinator and had the opportunity to meet with Dr. Aucoin. A seminary that 
faithfully exposits the Word of God, a cohort model that allows you to achieve an MDiv in 
3 years, continue working in ministry, and that doesn’t impact your family with crippling 
debt?! I really believe in the model of education Faith has developed.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am so thankful for the pastoral care that 
is modeled by the faculty, and that our studies are designed to grow both our knowledge 
and our love for God. I am also incredibly grateful for this cohort model that allows me to 
develop meaningful relationships with my fellow seminarians who are brothers in Christ 
that encourage rather than compete with one another.

Long-term ministry goals: Lord willing, my ultimate desire is to serve as the senior or teach-
ing pastor in a local church. I am also open to considering pursuing a Ph.D. in theology if I 
survive seminary. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Growing in my relationship with God, being a 
God-glorifying husband and father, working in ministry full time, and going to seminary is 
challenging. In February my wife and I expect to welcome our second child into the world, 
which will present additional privileges to balance. Pray also for my family, particularly my 
wife Corrin, as they encourage me in this busy season of our lives.

Zachary Horn



Hometown: Lafayette, IN

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Faith East Children’s 
Ministry and 11am Service Pastor

Two fun facts about you/your family: I am an 
excellent swing dancer. I helped run a summer 
camp in South Africa called En’ semi, meaning 
Place of Grace.

Why did you choose FBS: There were many people in my life: my family, personal friends, 
and former interns who encouraged me to consider choosing FBS. I spent a good time 
praying and seeking the wise counsel of those critical people in my life. Even looking at 
where God had me in life, I saw that God had the door to FBS open, and so I went in. 

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am grateful that God has been growing 
me in the areas that I have needed to grow. I am also very thankful for FBS and the church 
for their support of me and helping me to succeed, even when it is super busy. Through 
FBS, I am thankful that I am learning how to run an active ministry and invest in others 
around me. And I am grateful for all the life lessons that God is using to make me more into 
the image of his Son. 

Long-term ministry goals: My long term goal after seminary is right now in the hands of 
God and could change. I am seeking God’s will through prayer. My goal would be to look 
for a job in camp ministry, helping run programs and camps. I have a heart for camp minis-
try, and helping kids, teens, and others come to a growing knowledge of Christ.

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for my fiancée and me as we are pur-
suing marriage. Pray that we would trust God’s provision, and that we would grow closer 
and make wise decisions. Please also pray for Winter Break Ministry, which happens every 
December, that we would be able to reach kids with the Gospel. And that many volun-
teers would have willing hearts to serve these kids during this season. Finally, pray that we 
would work hard at our studies. 

Timothy Earl Hutton



Hometown: Seoul, South Korea

Spouse: Sarah

Children: Wesley Jr. (36), Charles (34), Abra-
ham (30)

Ministry at which you serve: University Bible 
Fellowship (Bethlemhem, PA)

Primary Responsibilities: Leading college aged 
members

Two fun facts about you/your family: I have four brothers and no sisters and three sons 
and no daughters. But I now have two daughters-in-law. I consider them as my daughters. 
Earlier this year, my wife told me she had the best husband in the world. God has been 
gracious in that we celebrated our 38th wedding anniversary this year.

Why did you choose FBS: An alumus of the M.Div. program told me about FBS and I was 
convinced to apply for admission. As I work to memorize Greek and Hebrew vocabulary, I 
see FBS as a way to bear my cross daily and serve the ministry God has given me!

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’ve been afflicted with many assignments. 
The psalmist said afflictions are good for me (Psalm 119:71) J.

Long-term ministry goals: I pray to become a teacher, preacher, and shepherd who accu-
rately and adequately shares the knowledge of God’s Word. I pray to be equipped so that 
God will call those who have been elected to be saved even through my teaching, preach-
ing, and shepherding.

How can supporters be praying for you: Pray that I continue to handle afflictions with joy 
and grace and to grow.

Wesley Jun



Hometown: Bellbrook, OH

Ministry at which you serve: Pastoral Resident 
at Rock Point Church (Crawfordsville, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Student Ministries 
Director, Director of Pastoral Care under the 
Missions and Outreach pastor

Two fun facts about you/your family: I was 
born in Italy, and I accidentally got my worship 
pastor’s car impounded when I borrowed it to 

take Ari (now fiancée) out on our first date when I was a summer intern at Rock Point two 
years ago.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because I wanted a seminary experience that al-
lowed me to dig deep roots in a local church while applying my ministry gifts. My mentor 
warned me of the tendency of seminarians to grow their head knowledge to the neglect 
serving the church, so I wanted to find a seminary that would also focus on developing 
my heart for ministry. The FBS model of seminary accomplishes this goal by keeping me 
focused on the task of pastoring as I use my growing Bible knowledge to serve the local 
church. 

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I feel greatly privileged to study the Bible’s 
original languages, to dedicate a season of life to discovering my theology, and to acquire 
tools for ministering God’s love to His people. My studies have already impacted my minis-
try! 

Long-term ministry goals: I hope to remain at Rock Point and serve there as a pastor. In 
the distant future, I would love to serve as a head pastor after gaining significant ministry 
experience.

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray that God would deepen my relation-
ship with my fiancée, that He would strengthen my resolve to protect my personal time in 
His Word, and for His grace to sustain patterns of discipline in my life, ministry, and semi-
nary studies.

Danny Kolota
Hometown: Cedar Rapids, IA

Spouse: Shannon

Children: Sarah (17), Katie (15), Clyde (14)

Ministry at which you serve: Cornerstone 
Church of Yuba City (Yuba City, CA)

Primary Responsibilities: Men’s & Women’s 
Ministries, Adult Education, Welcome Team, 
Finance, and Research/Development 

Two fun facts about you/your family: Both of our daughters are very gifted musically and 
we have no idea where that came from because neither of their parents have musical gifts. 
We love to visit National Parks and have a goal to see all of them. 

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS after becoming familiar with Faith Church by attend-
ing the BCTC. I appreciate how FBS is intentionally moving ministry forward in a variety of 
ways and was excited to receive instruction from a Faith Church affiliated seminary. The 
low cost and overall design of the program to include meaningful ministry experience was 
also a substantial contributing factor for choosing Faith Bible Seminary.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: Our teachers regularly incorporate de-
votional time and personal sharing into our class time. I feel very connected to my fellow 
classmates due to the learning environment that has been created. Without this pastoral 
internship program, I very well may not have pursued full-time ministry and for this I am 
eternally grateful to Faith Church and everyone that has supported Faith Bible Seminary.

Long-term ministry goals: I believe that God has me headed towards an Executive Pastor 
position with a Gospel-centered church, however, I am open to wherever God leads and 
am excited to know I am in His hands and receiving training that He will use in accor-
dance with His wisdom.  

How can supporters be praying for you: I would appreciate prayers for wisdom and appro-
priate balance between my family, studies, and ministry position with Cornerstone Church. 
I would also appreciate prayers for my wife Shannon as she, to help support us financially, 
has re-entered the workforce after being a full-time homeschool teacher and homemaker 
for the last 17 years.



Hometown: Cedar Rapids, IA

Spouse: Shannon

Children: Sarah (17), Katie (15), Clyde (14)

Ministry at which you serve: Cornerstone 
Church of Yuba City (Yuba City, CA)

Primary Responsibilities: Men’s & Women’s 
Ministries, Adult Education, Welcome Team, 
Finance, and Research/Development 

Two fun facts about you/your family: Both of our daughters are very gifted musically and 
we have no idea where that came from because neither of their parents have musical gifts. 
We love to visit National Parks and have a goal to see all of them. 

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS after becoming familiar with Faith Church by attend-
ing the BCTC. I appreciate how FBS is intentionally moving ministry forward in a variety of 
ways and was excited to receive instruction from a Faith Church affiliated seminary. The 
low cost and overall design of the program to include meaningful ministry experience was 
also a substantial contributing factor for choosing Faith Bible Seminary.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: Our teachers regularly incorporate de-
votional time and personal sharing into our class time. I feel very connected to my fellow 
classmates due to the learning environment that has been created. Without this pastoral 
internship program, I very well may not have pursued full-time ministry and for this I am 
eternally grateful to Faith Church and everyone that has supported Faith Bible Seminary.

Long-term ministry goals: I believe that God has me headed towards an Executive Pastor 
position with a Gospel-centered church, however, I am open to wherever God leads and 
am excited to know I am in His hands and receiving training that He will use in accor-
dance with His wisdom.  

How can supporters be praying for you: I would appreciate prayers for wisdom and appro-
priate balance between my family, studies, and ministry position with Cornerstone Church. 
I would also appreciate prayers for my wife Shannon as she, to help support us financially, 
has re-entered the workforce after being a full-time homeschool teacher and homemaker 
for the last 17 years.

Todd Kuennen



Hometown: Rockville, MD

Spouse: Rebecca

Children: Laywan (39), Atwan (37)

Ministry at which you serve: Maryland Gospel 
Church (Maryland, MD)

Primary Responsibilities: Co-leader and teacher 
in English Bible Study and Fellowship, Youth 

co-leader and biblical counselor

Two fun facts about you/your family: I am an enthusiast about public transportation and 
dancing.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because I had already been familiar with Faith 
Church through its Biblical Counseling Training Conference which I attended every year 
for the last four years. I was impressed with the enormous breadth and depth of the same 
seminary pastor-professors who presented the training.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful to God that FBS practices 
caring for each other through prayer and testimonies in class and the fact that the profes-
sors are practicing pastors showing how every aspect of our learning, including Greek & 
Hebrew, truly enriches our understanding and appreciation of God’s Word through use of 
concrete examples. 

Long-term ministry goals: My long term goal is to be ordained and serve as a teaching/
counseling pastor and ultimately to become a Fellow of the Association of Certified Biblical 
Counselors. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for my personal health: in February I 
had a malignant bladder tumor removed, in October I went through another procedure to 
remove bladder inflammation (benign), and I will be taking preventative treatment.

Quon Kwan



Hometown: Atlanta, GA

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Wednesday Night 
Coordinator, Group Time Leader

Two fun facts about you/your family: I am 
bilingual and love alpacas.

Why did you choose FBS: After entering col-
lege, God changed my heart and gave me a clear calling for vocational ministry. During 
my sophomore year in college I changed my major to Biblical Studies and began prepa-
ration for full time ministry. I chose to attend FBS after hearing of the internship program’s 
emphasis on not only providing students with quality teaching in the classroom, but also 
providing an abundance of practical ministry opportunities through work at Faith Church.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: From teaching in Children’s Ministry on 
Sundays and Wednesday nights to serving in the church’s community centers, there have 
been innumerable opportunities to glorify God through ministry. I am thankful to be men-
tored by and grow alongside many brothers in the faith, especially other members of this 
intern cohort and members of Faith’s staff. I can gratefully say that FBS has given me a firm 
foundation for understanding and growing in church ministry.

Long-term ministry goals: After graduation from FBS, my long-term ministry goals are to 
return to the Atlanta area and glorify God through ministry work there. If possible, I would 
like to return to the Hispanic church where my father pastors, and serve my childhood 
church family with a special focus on youth ministry. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Over the next year, please pray for my ministry 
work at Faith to honor and glorify God, and to shape the next generation of believers to 
be radical and sincere followers of Christ. Please pray for my physical and spiritual health, 
and for me to work diligently in my classes. Also, please pray for my relationships with my 
family, girlfriend, and other close friends in the Atlanta area to not be hindered by distance, 
but to continue to grow even from afar.

John Kytle



Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Ministry at which you serve: H2O Church 
(Cincinnati, OH)

Primary Responsibilities: Discipleship, Out-
reach, Support Raising

Two fun facts about you/your family: I am 
predominately left-handed. I will eat just about 
anything.

Why did you choose FBS: Before I left my analyst job, I wanted to get better equipped to 
serve in the church. I have a heart to shepherd people by teaching them scriptural truth and 
using the word to counsel them. I talked to a pastor whom I respect about his experience at 
FBS in the M.Div. program. I learned FBS has an excellent course offering at low cost and I 
could do it remotely from Cincinnati while gaining experience serving with the church that 
I love.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I haven’t studied a foreign language since 
2012 and now I am learning biblical Greek and Hebrew at the same time. God is humbling 
me, showing me how much I need His grace to be responsible to walk in the good works 
he has set before me each day. It is challenging, but I am thankful for the rigorous studies 
and my patient professors, all pointing me to the grace of Jesus.

Long-term ministry goals: Lord willing, I hope to be a pastor one day within H2O Church 
where I can continue to reach young college students with the gospel, and watch them ma-
ture into faithful followers of Jesus. I hope to become a biblical counselor and start a bibli-
cal counseling ministry at our church and leverage it as a way to invite the lost and hurting 
on the college campus to come to Christ and find a merciful savior.

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray that through affliction, God would 
produce in me endurance, proven character, and hope in the glory of Jesus. That my love 
for Jesus and His word would grow, and I could impart this love to the young men I will be 
discipling at my church.

Chad McClain
Hometown: Lafayette, IN

Spouse: Alyssa

Ministry at which you serve: Cornerstone Baptist Church 
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Student and Childrens Ministry 
Pastor

Two fun facts about you/your family: Alyssa and I got mar-
ried right after high school graduation when we were both 
18 years old and we both graduated from college by the time 
we were 20. Alyssa lived her whole life (until marriage) in 
the same house that her mother grew up in and I have moved 
and lived in at least ten homes in several different states and 
countries.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because I wanted to 
attend a seminary where I was able to build strong relationships. Even with the significant 
advancements in technology that allows people to go to seminary from across the world, I 
knew that I wanted to be able to meet with my professors and classmates in person.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am very thankful for the relationships I 
have already built with the professors and my classmates. I am also very thankful for the 
ability that FBS provides me to not go into debt while obtaining a seminary degree.

Long-term ministry goals: As I grow and mature, I believe God will solidify my desire for a 
particular ministry, but as for now, I am just excited about serving God in the local church 
in whatever ministry he calls me to at the time. Therefore, my goal after graduation will be 
to continue to serve Him as a pastor in the local church.

How can supporters be praying for you: My church has been incredibly gracious and gen-
erous by allowing me to pursue further education alongside my full-time job as a pastor. 
The graciousness of the church and staff presents the struggle for me to discern how to use 
my time. This is a unique and significant learning opportunity for me because even after 
seminary, I will need to use wisdom to decide how to spend my time as a pastor. Please 
pray for wisdom in determining how to spend an appropriate amount of time on ministry 
and seminary.



Hometown: Lafayette, IN

Spouse: Alyssa

Ministry at which you serve: Cornerstone Baptist Church 
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Student and Childrens Ministry 
Pastor

Two fun facts about you/your family: Alyssa and I got mar-
ried right after high school graduation when we were both 
18 years old and we both graduated from college by the time 
we were 20. Alyssa lived her whole life (until marriage) in 
the same house that her mother grew up in and I have moved 
and lived in at least ten homes in several different states and 
countries.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because I wanted to 
attend a seminary where I was able to build strong relationships. Even with the significant 
advancements in technology that allows people to go to seminary from across the world, I 
knew that I wanted to be able to meet with my professors and classmates in person.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am very thankful for the relationships I 
have already built with the professors and my classmates. I am also very thankful for the 
ability that FBS provides me to not go into debt while obtaining a seminary degree.

Long-term ministry goals: As I grow and mature, I believe God will solidify my desire for a 
particular ministry, but as for now, I am just excited about serving God in the local church 
in whatever ministry he calls me to at the time. Therefore, my goal after graduation will be 
to continue to serve Him as a pastor in the local church.

How can supporters be praying for you: My church has been incredibly gracious and gen-
erous by allowing me to pursue further education alongside my full-time job as a pastor. 
The graciousness of the church and staff presents the struggle for me to discern how to use 
my time. This is a unique and significant learning opportunity for me because even after 
seminary, I will need to use wisdom to decide how to spend my time as a pastor. Please 
pray for wisdom in determining how to spend an appropriate amount of time on ministry 
and seminary.

Will Massaro



Hometown: Santo Domingo, Dominican Re-
public

Spouse: Betty

Children: Wesley (23), Daniel (20), and Dianna 
(15)

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Pastoral Intern

Two fun facts about you/your family: Betty and I got married very young, and it looks like 
it’s a family thing, because Wesley is already married, and Daniel is seriously thinking of 
getting engaged soon!

Why did you choose FBS: We do not have many places to get a high-level theological edu-
cation in the Dominican Republic, and other international options are simply unaffordable 
for me. FBS was an answer from God to my desire for growth in my understanding of the 
Scriptures, and to be better equipped for ministry. 

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am genuinely thankful to the Lord for 
the ministry of FBS and how well we have been welcomed and served. We’ve been hum-
bled by the goodness of God expressed through the care of every person at FBS and Faith 
Church. We are not only receiving an excellent education, but we are also financially sup-
ported so that we can provide for our family’s needs. On top of that, we get to serve Christ 
in different ministries and can devote time to study, which I know I would not be able to 
do while being a full-time pastor in the Dominican Republic. 

Long-term ministry goals: My plan after graduation is to return to my country. I want to 
teach in a seminary in my city, train new leaders in my local church, and also plant a com-
munity-oriented church alongside my local church. We need churches that understand and 
embrace the Great Commission.

How can supporters be praying for you: As a family, we need to learn how to serve the 
community and the church better, as we adjust to this new cultural setting. I need God’s 
help and wisdom to be able to learn as much as possible and do an excellent job in sem-
inary for God’s glory. Our daughter Dianna has the challenge of adjusting to a new city, 
new school, new church, and new friends.

Dionnis Pena



Hometown: Havana, Cuba

Spouse: Yuriamna

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Pastoral Intern

Two fun facts about you/your family:  We both 
have parents in the pastoral ministry. I always 

say that our marriage was an alliance between the two churches.

Why did you choose FBS: I first heard of FBS from pastors Steve Viars and Newton Peña at 
a biblical counseling conference in Cuba. I love the way FBS approaches the centrality of 
the Bible as essential to living the Christian life.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’m thankful to God for using FBS to help 
me get an excellent biblical and pastoral education and for using it to work on my spiritual 
growth.

Long-term ministry goals: My goals are to return to my home church to serve in the pas-
toral ministry. I also want to continue developing the biblical counseling ministry and our 
seminary ministry.

How can supporters be praying for you: The best way to pray for me and my wife is for 
our faithfulness in the ministry, wisdom in our responsibilities, and wisdom for our future.

Leslie Quesada



Hometown: Lafayette, IN

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Spouse: Elisabeth

Primary Responsibilities: I primarily teach and 
lead the Faith West Youth Group, but I also 
lead an adult Bible study, disciple younger 
men, and assist in shepherding the Faith West 
campus

Two fun facts about you/your family: Elisabeth and I just got married in June of 2019! We 
both enjoy outdoor activities like hiking and camping.  

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because I believe this seminary will best prepare me 
for pastoral ministry. Not only does FBS provide its students with a robust academic plan, 
but it also prepares its graduates through the internship program by giving them opportu-
nities to teach, lead, counsel, and shepherd. At FBS, I have the privilege of observing the 
pastors of Faith Church shepherd and lead God’s people from a perspective I most likely 
would not have if I were studying at a different seminary.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’m thankful to God for FBS because this 
program has helped conform me more to the image of Christ. Through the academics and 
ministry experience, God has been showing me ways I need to grow and change in my 
actions and attitudes. This program has helped me see what humility looks like and what it 
looks like to die to one’s self to meet others needs. I’m also thankful because the internship 
has given me a better picture of what it looks like to be a full-time pastor. 

Long-term ministry goals: Long-term, I desire to teach and preach as a pastor in a local 
church. God has given me a passion for the local church, and I desire to use the gifts and 
abilities He’s given me to serve the body.

How can supporters be praying for you: Elisabeth and I would appreciate your prayers for 
our marriage and our ministry to others. Pray that we would grow in our relationship with 
one another, that we would both grow spiritually during this season, and that we would 
both seek to fulfill our God-given role in our marriage. Pray that we learn to sacrifice our 
time, talents, and treasures for others and that we learn what it looks like to live as a voca-
tional-ministry family. Thank you!

Ross Reeder



Hometown: Phoenix, AZ

Ministry at which you serve: Harvest Bible 
Chapel (Phoenix, AZ)

Primary Responsibilities: Youth Groups, teach-
ing Freedom Groups

Two fun facts about you/your family: I can ride 
a unicycle. I run an obscure reformed meme 
page. 

Why did you choose FBS: My mentor, Jeremy 
Oliver, made me aware of FBS as I was nearing the end of my undergrad studies at Gordon 
College, where I majored in Biblical Studies with an emphasis in Biblical Languages. Jere-
my told me that he attended FBS and expressed his enthusiasm for this model that provides 
practical, hands-on pastoral training.   

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: The FBS model is an invaluable blend of 
academics and practical training. The fact that I could attend through distance learning and 
remain in Phoenix made the decision for me!

Long-term ministry goals: My long-term ministry goals are to use whatever learning, skills 
and talents God has invested in me to glorify Him and further His kingdom. I plan to pur-
sue a doctorate after completing my MDiv, with a potential of centering my research and 
thesis on the topic of “The Fear of the Lord.” On a practical level, I hope to use social 
media and podcasts to reach out more broadly in ministry since the coming generations are 
reading less and less. I pray that God will make His plans evident to me and that I will be 
humbly obedient to walk the path He has planned for me. 

How can supporters be praying for you: I humbly ask that supporters pray that I fully 
recover from some significant health issues that afflicted me in late May and continue to 
interfere with my productivity and ministry activities. I ask for prayer for healing and resto-
ration to full health and productivity. I also ask for prayer that I act with boldness and fear-
lessness to engage the culture as it increasingly turns in full rebellion to God.  Please pray 
that I summon boldness through the Holy Spirit to minister everywhere, not just within the 
walls of my church. My prayer is that the coming year will find me engaging in evangelism 
in the context of my neighborhood, abortion mills, college campuses, LGBT pride events, 
and addressing the egalitarian/complementarian debate within the church with grace and 
truth.  

Drew Reynolds



Hometown: North Webster, IN

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: I have the primary 
responsibility for teaching and planning activ-
ities for the students who attend the 11:00 am 
student ministries service

Two fun facts about you/your family: I spent 
two years designing a helicopter for the Presi-
dent of the US. I dressed up as a pastor at Faith 

for Halloween and fooled his wife and his parents.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS primarily because of the emphasis that it puts on 
serving in the local church and equipping its students with practical ministry experience.
 
What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: Ministry wasn’t always my plan. So, I am 
thankful first to Faith Church for giving me opportunities to serve and learn as a lay leader 
and encouraging me to pursue ministry. I am thankful that God has given our professors 
a thorough knowledge of the subjects that they teach and an ability to teach it well. I am 
thankful for the way that our professors tie our coursework to ministry within the church. 
I am thankful for a fantastic group of intern brothers to serve alongside for the next three 
years. I am thankful that my overseeing pastor has given me opportunities to teach and lead 
from the very beginning.

Long-term ministry goals: I don’t yet have a detailed plan for where I think my life will go 
after seminary. I do intend to go into pastoral ministry, but there are still a lot of details to 
work out.

How can supporters be praying for you: The first thing that I would like prayer for is hu-
mility. I tend to think that I am always right and that what I do is good enough regardless 
of what anyone else says. That’s a particularly bad thing when you’re studying to be in the 
ministry. Pray that God would give me humility and help me to recognize and repent of 
my pride wherever it shows up. Second, please pray that I would do my classwork and my 
ministry responsibilities with excellence. Please also pray that I will minister to my students 
well and be used by God to encourage them to maturity. Finally, please pray that I would 
take as many learning opportunities from seminary as possible, and that those lessons 
would stick.

David Ryl-Kuchar



Hometown: Traverse City, MI

Spouse: Corey

Children: Joshua (13), Eveline (12), Haley (5), 
Benjamin (2)

Ministry at which you serve: Burr Oak Baptist 
Church (Albion, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Associate Pastor, Ju-
nior/Senior High Youth Group

Two fun facts about you/your family: We love the holiday season because we enjoy bak-
ing together and the house always smells wonderful. We also love music. Our eldest two 
are in concert band playing the saxophone and the flute. Corey played bass guitar for her 
home church during high school and we led a monthly worship service in Michigan where 
she played bass and I played guitar.

Why did you choose FBS: I had been in ministry part time for the last three years while 
continuing to work a full-time job to support my family. Life was hectic and I was barely 
home between work, ministry, and volunteering. Corey and I believed that for ministry to 
continue I needed to pursue my M.Div. and ministry needed to be full time. We prayed 
that God would open a door and He did that by bringing us to both Burr Oak Baptist 
Church and FBS.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: First and foremost, FBS was an answer to 
prayer. Secondly, I am appreciative of the different perspectives that each student brings. 
As I learn more about each of my brothers, I get an even clearer picture of God’s glory. 
Finally, I am thankful for the technological features that allow me to attend class from my 
office two and half hours away yet feel like I am in the classroom. 

Long-term ministry goals: My only goal currently is to faithfully serve God in a pastoral 
role. I enjoy working with people and leading a local congregation so that is what I plan to 
continue to pursue. I will however remain open to whatever avenue God may bring.

How can supporters be praying for you: Over this next year supporters can being praying 
for me to have balance, to see God’s guidance, and for His holy discernment. Be praying 
that God may help me understand the needs of the local congregation, the needs of the 
community, and how to best fill those needs.

Benjamin Sexton



Hometown: Springfield, MO

Spouse: Courtney

Children: Hadassah (6), Hosea (4), Hezekiah 
(2), Hilkiah (9 mos)

Ministry at which you serve: Grace Baptist 
Church (St Charles, MO)

Primary Responsibilities: Teaching adult bible 
studies and facilitating online media

Two fun facts about you/your family: My wife and I commonly refer to our kids as H1, H2, 
H3, and H4. When we reference them collectively we tend to call them “the H-bomb.”

Why did you choose FBS: First, I chose FBS because the seminary education works in 
tandem with an internship. Second, I chose FBS because it is affordable. Third, I chose FBS 
because they have a reputation for quality Bible and counseling education. Friends from 
past cohorts attested to that fact and the school’s accreditation further affirms it.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful to God for many reasons re-
garding FBS, but in particular I am thankful for God’s work in churches and leaders to raise 
up more leaders. Even as opposition to Christianity is rising all around the globe, God is 
still at work. His work is evident in churches like Faith Church and Grace Baptist Church. I 
am tremendously grateful for His grace that He has given me the opportunity to be blessed 
by the work He is doing in those two churches in particular.  

Long-term ministry goals: I want to be a pastor, but I am open to serve in whatever capaci-
ty God provides. Ultimately I know I want to preach and teach the Bible. I am also interest-
ed in pursuing a doctorate and teaching at the seminary level if my GPA will allow it.

How can supporters be praying for you: At this time I would most appreciate prayers for 
my wife and children. I know that my being in seminary and being an intern takes some 
time away that I would otherwise spend with them. This is a necessary sacrifice, but also 
a challenging one. My time constraints are particularly challenging for my beloved wife as 
she works hard to be a patient and loving mother to our beautiful daughter and three crazy 
boys.

Patrick Shawhan



Hometown: Evansville, IN

Spouse: Heidi

Children: Caden (10), Brielle (7), Karis (5)

Ministry at which you serve: Lifeway Baptist 
Church (Ellettsville, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Pastor of Discipleship 
& Education, Glow Publication Editor

Two fun facts about you/your family: Our 
family loves to spend time together. Currently, we enjoy riding bikes together in our neigh-
borhood. We also love music and sing together.

Why did you choose FBS: Faith Bible Seminary was the perfect choice for my seminary 
training. The ability to complete the degree online was a necessity since I am serving on a 
pastoral team in Bloomington, IN (near Ellettsville). Although I, and the other pastors, have 
other seminary degrees, none of us had finished our Master of Divinity and so we enrolled 
together.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am especially thankful for Faith’s ac-
ademic standard of excellence and commitment to biblical counseling. As I look at the 
course schedule, I am eager to take every class and grow with the other students. I am also 
thankful that Faith acknowledges the circumstances of different students and has allowed 
me to finish the program in six years.

Long-term ministry goals: After graduating from Faith, I plan to continue serving as a pastor 
in whatever ministry God places me. I served as a youth pastor in Pennsylvania for ten 
years and currently as an assistant pastor for the past five years. Wherever God places me, I 
will serve Him with all my might and passion.

How can supporters be praying for you: I covet your prayer for my family as I seek to 
faithfully serve the Lord in full-time ministry and seminary. Writing papers, taking tests, and 
local church ministry take time and effort, but by God’s grace, they will be accomplished. 
On the other hand, God has blessed me with a few crucial years to minister to my wife and 
especially my children. I desire that they grow to love the Lord with all their heart, mind, 
and soul.

Doug Stewart



Hometown: Medellín, Colombia

Spouse: Natalia

Children: Martin (1)

Ministry at which you serve: Faith Church
(Lafayette, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Pastoral assistant, 
Sunday ABFs, set up for FCI Classes

Two fun facts about you/your family: I used to work at an Argentinian beef restaurant and I 
love BBQ. My wife is from Argentina and she loves BBQ too! We both love to salsa dance.

Why did you choose FBS: A couple of years ago, I started to think about the implications 
of my faith in my daily life and in the life of my community. I desired to see the church 
committed to serve the surrounding community. After the BCTC and watching the model 
of community service and outreach by Faith, the desire for pursuing acceptance into FBS 
became a huge thing!

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful for the enormous capacity 
of the teachers for not just to transmit knowledge but to shepherd and teach on a relational 
basis about our faith. Also, because of my own growth and walk with God and with broth-
ers willing to follow our Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Long-term ministry goals: God has put on us a desire to use the Gospel to help the com-
plex situation on our home country by planting a church that provides answers from the 
all-sufficient Word of God. We also want to develop Christ centered disciples who are 
ready to serve the Lord wherever the Lord sends them.

How can supporters be praying for you: To be strengthened in our personal relationship 
with our Lord. Prayer for balance between marriage, our duties, my studies, parenting, min-
istry, work, etc. Finally, pray that our intimacy with our heavenly Dad grows and His grace 
sustains us each step of the way.

Juan David Suarez



Hometown: Rittman, OH

Spouse: Rebekah

Children: Zadik (1)

Ministry at which you serve: Hillside Baptist 
Church (Rittman, OH)

Primary Responsibilities: Youth Group, Chris-
tian Education, Outreach Coordinator

Two fun facts about you/your family: Our beloved dog, Scout, acts like an older brother to 
our baby. They both mess with each other’s toys and food. Zadik’s middle name is Rich-
ard, making him the 4th generation of “Richard Thompsons.”

Why did you choose FBS: My pastor has always talked highly of Faith’s counseling minis-
tries. He knew how much I had been praying and talking about seminary, but I didn’t want 
to leave my current ministry. When he heard about FBS, he encouraged me to look into it. 
The affordability, quality, and distance learning opportunity made FBS a no-brainer!

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I thank God most for my professors. I’ve 
had several types of professors and teachers in my life, and so very few of them taught for 
the glory of God. I’m also thankful for the practical aspects of our studies. There’s a clear 
point to what we are learning, and it enhances my ministry immediately.

Long-term ministry goals: My ministry goal is to be serving my God in heaven surrounded 
by people that God used me to draw toward Him. I want to see the Lamb’s book of Life 
filled with the names of my friends and neighbors. To that end, my goals for ministry are to 
reach Rittman for Christ. I want to stay in my church and expand our outreach and gospel 
effectiveness, specifically starting with our Youth Group. 

How can supporters be praying for you: For my health, I have had some battles with 
chronic fatigue and inflammation. For the soccer players that I coach at the high school to 
see Jesus in me and respond in faith to Him. For me to put my effort where it needs to be in 
any given moment.

Rick Thompson



Hometown: Birch Run, MI

Spouse: Dakotah

Children: James (2), Kaylee (3 mos)

Ministry at which you serve: Grace Baptist Church
(St. Charles, MO)

Primary Responsibilities: Student Ministries

Two fun facts about you/your family: I can type 120 words 
per minute. My daughter can be seen crying in the best photo 
we could take for the church directory.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because of its intern-
ship/cohort model. I wanted the local church to play a big 
role in training me for pastoral ministry. By attending FBS, I 
am able to gain hands on ministry experience as an intern 

while furthering my theological education. I think that FBS strikes the perfect note for an 
aspiring pastor.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am thankful that my professors teach 
from a pastoral perspective. Their teaching is supplemented with pastoral insights that con-
nect the classroom lecture to everyday ministry. They do this without compromising the 
rigorous nature of seminary academics. I’m also thankful that all of the classroom lectures 
occur on one day of the week. This makes it easier to prioritize family and ministry along-
side of seminary.

Long-term ministry goals: After I graduate my desire is to be a pastor. For the past six years 
I have not entertained doing anything other than pastoring a church. By God’s grace, He 
has fanned the flames of this desire with each passing year and has been growing me in 
ways I couldn’t have anticipated.

How can supporters be praying for you: I would appreciate prayer for my family as we 
settle into this new stage of life. I moved to a new state, started this internship, welcomed 
my daughter into this world, and started seminary all within the span of two months. 
Please pray that I would honor God as I balance family, ministry, and seminary. Pray that 
God would give me wisdom in prioritizing my responsibilities. Also pray that I would be 
intentional about loving and serving my family well in the midst of seminary.

Stephen Vela
Hometown: Elletsville, IN

Spouse: Melinda

Children: Trey (21), Blake (18), Bethlee (17), 
Christiana (15), Grant (13), Bryce (11), and 
Eden (10)

Ministry at which you serve: Lifeway Baptist 
Church (Elletsville, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Senior Pastor

Two fun facts about you/your family: I grew up in Kentucky and am therefore, a die-hard 
University of Kentucky fan but the Lord placed me four miles from Indiana University. My 
family is all against me! I am slowly converting. This May, Melinda and I will celebrate 25 
years of marriage.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because of the influence that the ministry of Faith 
had on my life through the Faith Counseling Seminar offered yearly. I was greatly helped 
by my first week of attendance approximately eight years ago. My wife attended the fol-
lowing year. Once I learned that I could attend through the cohort and remain in my cur-
rent ministry capacity, I was sold!

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am grateful for the ministry of FBS in my 
life. I have found the assignments and workload to be very challenging and yet practical 
in my current place of ministry. My instructors have expressed care and a genuine desire 
to help me succeed in ministry for the glory of God. I am also very grateful that the cost of 
FBS will allow me to complete my studies without debt. 

Long-term ministry goals: My long-term ministry goals after graduation are to continue to 
pastor effectively for the Lord Jesus. I believe that the training I am currently receiving will 
enable me to counsel more effectively and communicate the Word of truth in the best way 
that I can. I also see my opportunities in ministry broadening as a result of my training in 
whatever way God may use that in the pastorate.

How can supporters be praying for you: Over the next year, I ask supporters to pray that I 
will balance my family, ministry work and school load well. I know that my time must be 
managed well. Please pray that I will humbly grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus and 
live a life that is beneficial to His kingdom.



Hometown: Elletsville, IN

Spouse: Melinda

Children: Trey (21), Blake (18), Bethlee (17), 
Christiana (15), Grant (13), Bryce (11), and 
Eden (10)

Ministry at which you serve: Lifeway Baptist 
Church (Elletsville, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Senior Pastor

Two fun facts about you/your family: I grew up in Kentucky and am therefore, a die-hard 
University of Kentucky fan but the Lord placed me four miles from Indiana University. My 
family is all against me! I am slowly converting. This May, Melinda and I will celebrate 25 
years of marriage.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because of the influence that the ministry of Faith 
had on my life through the Faith Counseling Seminar offered yearly. I was greatly helped 
by my first week of attendance approximately eight years ago. My wife attended the fol-
lowing year. Once I learned that I could attend through the cohort and remain in my cur-
rent ministry capacity, I was sold!

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am grateful for the ministry of FBS in my 
life. I have found the assignments and workload to be very challenging and yet practical 
in my current place of ministry. My instructors have expressed care and a genuine desire 
to help me succeed in ministry for the glory of God. I am also very grateful that the cost of 
FBS will allow me to complete my studies without debt. 

Long-term ministry goals: My long-term ministry goals after graduation are to continue to 
pastor effectively for the Lord Jesus. I believe that the training I am currently receiving will 
enable me to counsel more effectively and communicate the Word of truth in the best way 
that I can. I also see my opportunities in ministry broadening as a result of my training in 
whatever way God may use that in the pastorate.

How can supporters be praying for you: Over the next year, I ask supporters to pray that I 
will balance my family, ministry work and school load well. I know that my time must be 
managed well. Please pray that I will humbly grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus and 
live a life that is beneficial to His kingdom.

Steve Von Bokern



Hometown: Mahalasville, IN

Spouse: Tiffany 

Children: Coty (29), Noel (21),

Ministry at which you serve: Tear Down the 
Walls Ministries Inc. (Indianapolis, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Executive Director 

Two fun facts about you/your family: When 
not serving in the inner city our family enjoys traveling, camping and we have a special 
place in our heart for animals.

Why did you chose FBS: I was looking for a conservative seminary with solid doctrine 
when I found Faith Bible Seminary. I had spent much time in prayer and sought advice of 
several mentors before choosing a seminary to work toward my master’s in divinity. Faith 
was very attractive to me for many reasons; it was affordable, had solid doctrine, I could 
attend remotely when needed, and they had an interest in community development like 
myself.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: God has been helping me to schedule 
and plan better during my first semester here at Faith and I have decided to move from the 
3-year program to the 6-year program for the balance needed in my life. I have greatly en-
joyed my classes, the curriculum, the staff at Faith and the students.  

Long-term ministry goals: I hope I am the first of many interns from our organization and 
church plant to attend Faith. After I complete my degree, I plan to help train my replace-
ment and begin teaching at a college or university. I hope to teach an urban missions or 
at-risk community development track and help train up the next generation of urban mis-
sionaries. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Please pray for my family and our ministry. Pray I 
stay balanced through this process. Pray for our church plant here in the inner city and our 
under resourced neighbors that we are serving.

Brian Walls



Hometown: Brownsburg, IN

Spouse: Jackie

Children: Nathan (8), Tyler (6), Hannah (3), 
Ezra (2)

Ministry at which you serve: College Park 
Church (Indianapolis, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Children’s Ministries

Two fun facts about you/your family: Jackie and I moved to Northern Ireland a few weeks 
after we were married to serve in a local church and youth camps across the UK. We don’t 
know why, but our daughter is convinced that I work on the moon.

Why did you chose FBS: I was excited about the cohort model because it provides an op-
portunity to develop meaningful relationships with other ministry-minded men. Although I 
expected the pace to be challenging, the chance to earn an MDiv degree in three years was 
also particularly appealing.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: We have a very diverse cohort and I have 
enjoyed learning from varied perspectives on life and ministry offered by my classmates. I 
am grateful for professors who invest in us academically and spiritually.

Long-term ministry goals: We believe God has called us to serve in foreign missions by 
training national church leaders.

How can supporters be praying for you: Pray that I would be diligent in my studies while 
honoring God in my family, work, and ministry responsibilities. Please pray for endurance 
for Jackie as well, as she is also carrying a heftier load while I am in seminary.

Nate Watkins



Hometown: Minneapolis, MN

Spouse: Rebekah

Children: Asaph (1 mos)

Ministry at which you serve: University Bible Fellowship
(Chicago, IL)

Primary Responsibilities: I preach once or twice a month, 
lead Bible studies during the week, and I play keyboard in the 
praise band most weeks I’m not preaching

Two fun facts about you/your family: I worked for seven 
years as a mechanical engineer before switching to full-time 
ministry. I compose music, mostly instrumental but some 
praise songs.

Why did you chose FBS: I chose FBS because it was highly recommended by a couple 
former students I know and the distance learning and part-time course work would make 
it possible to continue serving in my current ministry position. Also, the statement of faith 
looked very biblical and the price is unbeatable due to the effort taken to help students 
graduate without debt.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I’m thankful to God for FBS because the 
classes I’m taking are already proving to be relevant for multiple areas of life. I’m also 
thankful for the chance to interact with the other men in my cohort, especially the men in 
my Greek study small group.

Long-term ministry goals: After graduation, I believe God has called me to remain in the 
church where I’m currently serving, continuing in a supporting leadership role, and work-
ing for campus evangelism and disciple making. However, I want to be open to listening to 
God, should he call me elsewhere, including church planting or foreign mission work.

How can supporters be praying for you: Since I’m a new father, please pray that I can 
grow as a Godly father and a Christlike, servant-hearted husband, and that I can use my 
time effectively to balance work and personal life.

Ben West
Hometown: Ellettsville, IN

Spouse: Sarah

Children: Elia (1)

Ministry at which you serve: Lifeway Baptist 
Church (Ellettsville, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Youth Ministry and 
Music

Two fun facts about you/your family: Sarah grew up in Africa and I enjoy running Obsta-
cle Course Races.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because of its emphasis on Biblical sufficiency. 
While there are other good points about FBS, nothing else would matter if the focus was 
not on God’s inspired Word. In addition to the importance of Scripture, the emphasis on 
biblical counseling and the program cost were both helpful factors.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am grateful for FBS and the desire that 
they have to provide a quality M.Div. at an accessible cost point. I also greatly appreciate 
their intentional work to train men from other cultures and countries. The teaching has 
been helpful and practical while continually pointing us to what God’s Word says.

Long-term ministry goals: I plan to continue pastoring in the United States. God has not 
yet given me any desire to be the lead pastor of a congregation, so I plan to continue in the 
role of assistant for the foreseeable future. I desire to see young men and women grow in 
their walk with God and their knowledge of His Word. 

How can supporters be praying for you: I would ask supporters to pray for me as I learn to 
properly balance family, ministry, and education. Behind my walk with God, those are the 
three biggest priorities during this stage of life. Prayer for effective use of time and under-
standing of class concepts is also appreciated. Finally, I desire prayer for open doors of 
witness that I might make Christ known.



Hometown: Ellettsville, IN

Spouse: Sarah

Children: Elia (1)

Ministry at which you serve: Lifeway Baptist 
Church (Ellettsville, IN)

Primary Responsibilities: Youth Ministry and 
Music

Two fun facts about you/your family: Sarah grew up in Africa and I enjoy running Obsta-
cle Course Races.

Why did you choose FBS: I chose FBS because of its emphasis on Biblical sufficiency. 
While there are other good points about FBS, nothing else would matter if the focus was 
not on God’s inspired Word. In addition to the importance of Scripture, the emphasis on 
biblical counseling and the program cost were both helpful factors.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: I am grateful for FBS and the desire that 
they have to provide a quality M.Div. at an accessible cost point. I also greatly appreciate 
their intentional work to train men from other cultures and countries. The teaching has 
been helpful and practical while continually pointing us to what God’s Word says.

Long-term ministry goals: I plan to continue pastoring in the United States. God has not 
yet given me any desire to be the lead pastor of a congregation, so I plan to continue in the 
role of assistant for the foreseeable future. I desire to see young men and women grow in 
their walk with God and their knowledge of His Word. 

How can supporters be praying for you: I would ask supporters to pray for me as I learn to 
properly balance family, ministry, and education. Behind my walk with God, those are the 
three biggest priorities during this stage of life. Prayer for effective use of time and under-
standing of class concepts is also appreciated. Finally, I desire prayer for open doors of 
witness that I might make Christ known.

Thomas Wiggs



Hometown: Lake Geneva, WI

Spouse: Nicole

Children: Eliza (18), Savannah (16), Noelle (16), 
Frances (12), Silas (7), Samuel (5), Sylvie (3)

Ministry at which you serve: Grace Evangelical 
Free Church (Walworth, WI)

Primary Responsibilities: Preaching once or 
twice per month and leading the music

Two fun facts about you/your family: We have seven children of our own and have host-
ed over 20 children for Safe Families for Children. I worked at various middle schools as a 
math teacher and assistant principal over the past 20 years.

Why did you chose FBS: A couple from my church not only encouraged me to pursue a
seminary degree, but also directed me to consider FBS. After investigating the program for
myself, I stopped searching around and put all of my effort into pursuing acceptance
into the M.Div. program. I was drawn to the program because of the cost, the course offer-
ings, and the local church internship component.

What are you thankful for thus far in seminary: Despite the fact that I take my classes on-
line, I already sense a bond and kinship with my fellow classmates. My classes have been 
challenging (particularly Hebrew and Greek), but my professors are amazing and the focus 
is always placed on current and future ministry. 

Long-term ministry goals: I want to go wherever God sends me. With that, I believe that 
He is leading me to pastor a small community-based church (perhaps where I am currently 
serving). I see great value in the potential relationships that can be established and fostered 
more easily in a smaller congregation. My desire is to lead a group of people in glorifying 
God through solid biblical teaching, awe-filled worship, service and outreach to our com-
munity, and loving fellowship with one another. 

How can supporters be praying for you: Jesus made it clear that he did not come to be 
served, but to be a servant to others. That is my heart’s desire. I want to lead well in every 
area of my life, but that can only be done in total surrender to my Savior. Please pray that I 
will live humbly, walk in integrity, and lay down my life for others in order to point them to 
Jesus.

Aaron Zorn


