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ROOTED AND ESTABLISHED 

 

Colossians 2:1-7 

 

I want to begin by sharing some really good news with you. Did you know that Top Golf 

Kingstowne is closed … permanently? I realize if you’re a patron of Top Golf, this may not 

be good news to you. But fear not, Top Golf is not going out of business. In fact, I think 

business is booming for Top Golf. They have locations in Loudoun County and National 

Harbor, with plans for a new location in Gaithersburg. But for our church, given the tenuous 

nature of our relationship with our neighbors at Top Golf over the years, the closing of Top 

Golf Kingstowne means the end of an era of broken windows and dents in numerous vehicles 

in our parking lot, as well as broken windows in our church building (including more than one 

in my office), and the ever-present possibility (if not likelihood) that someone on our church 

grounds might be hit by an errant golf ball. Over the years, we collected thousands upon 

thousands of golf balls on church property.  

 

Some of you may recall that several years ago, the Session became so frustrated with the 

situation and the lack of an adequate response by Top Golf to our concerns that we felt 

compelled to ask the General District Court of Fairfax County to declare Top Golf a public 

nuisance. Which the Court did, giving our church a largely symbolic victory in the battle over 

golf balls.  

 

Fortunately, the barrage of golf balls has diminished in recent years. But we have continued to 

find golf balls on our property, in some cases near vehicles in our parking lot. So the danger 

of injury and/or property damage never went away. Until now. 

 

Our county government has not yet determined how the now-former Top Golf property will 

be developed, though it is likely to include a mix of townhomes and shops. If so, it will 

provide us with an opportunity to be strategic and intentionally missional to love our new 

neighbors in the name of Jesus, and to invite them into relationship with Jesus and with us at 

Faith.  

 

I’m thankful for the closing of Top Golf Kingstowne. I’m glad that what sometimes seemed 

like a long golf ball nightmare is now over. I wish Top Golf well. I’m just glad they are no 

longer down the hill from our church.  

 

I don’t know if the closing of Top Golf has any eternal implications. But I’m glad for the 

worldly relief it means for us. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

Now, let’s look together at God’s Word as it comes to us in Colossians 2:1-7. Let’s give our 

full and reverent attention to the reading of God’s holy Word. 
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Paul was a missionary who combined an indefatigable passion to spread the message of the 

gospel and plant new churches with the heart of a pastor. I think he gives us some insight into 

his pastor’s heart in these verses at the beginning of Colossians 2, where his pastor’s heart 

extends even to believers he has never met and churches in places he has never visited.  

 

Paul had never been to Colosse or the neighboring city of Laodicea. The church in Colosse 

had been founded by Paul’s fellow missionary Epaphras, as we’re told in Colossians 1:7. Paul 

didn’t know the believers in either Colosse or Laodicea personally, and they didn’t know him. 

They had never seen him in person or heard him speak – not even on TV, YouTube, or 

podcasts. Paul had never walked the streets of either city, or enjoyed the fellowship of a meal 

with believers in the Lycus River valley. They were strangers to one another, except that they 

had heard about Paul and his ministry, and he had heard about them and about the attempts of 

false teachers – syncretizers – who were trying to deceive them and persuade them to abandon 

the truth of the gospel. 

 

Even though he did not know the Colossians (or Laodiceans) personally, Paul cared about 

them. He cared about them deeply, with the heart of a pastor whose calling is to watch over 

the spiritual flock under his care, to protect the flock from error in both doctrine and life, to 

provide spiritual nourishment and direction for the flock in accordance with the riches of the 

gospel and the whole counsel of God’s Word. That is what a pastor does as an under-shepherd 

in the service of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Himself, who watches over, cares for, and governs 

His church in perfect wisdom, power, and love. 

 

You can see the pastor’s heart in Paul in verse 1, where he speaks of his intense concern, even 

his agony (agona), for the Colossians as they dealt with problems in the church caused by the 

introduction of heresy. Some teachers were attempting to persuade them to embrace 1st-

century “New Age” ideas that sounded really appealing and promised spiritual enlightenment 

that could not be found in the gospel. Paul was concerned, as he says in verse 4, “that no one 

… deceive you by fine-sounding arguments” that may sound reasonable on the surface, but do 

not square with the teachings of Jesus or what God has revealed in His Word.  

 

Paul agonized for the Colossians with the heart of a pastor. Earlier, at the end of Colossians 1, 

he says that the goal of his ministry is to “present everyone perfect” – complete, spiritually 

mature – “in Christ. To this end I labor,” he says, “struggling (agonizomenos) with all the 

energy He gives me” (1:28-29).  

 

Can you begin to see Paul’s “pastor’s heart”? You can be sure that this heart was expressed in 

prayer – in many prayers – for the Colossians. He gives us a clue as to the content of his 

prayers in verses 2-5, where he speaks of his desires for them to be “encouraged in heart and 

united (knit together) in love,” to come to a “complete understanding” of the riches to be 

found in Christ, “in whom are hidden all the treasures (thesauroi) of wisdom and knowledge,” 

as well as his concern that they not be led away from the truth of the gospel, but that they 

remain firm and steadfast in their faith. Whatever a church’s particular circumstances may be, 

these concerns reflect the heart of a pastor for the people God has placed under his/her care. 
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ENCOURAGED IN HEART 

 

Paul’s purpose as a pastor was to encourage believers to keep going in the faith and not to 

give up. Discouragement can be a killer. If all you get are negative words and criticism, if you 

are constantly being told what you did wrong or where you failed without the blessing of 

encouragement, it can destroy your spirit. Paul knew that the believers in Colosse, Laodicea, 

and everywhere needed encouragement to keep going and keep growing in their faith and 

allegiance to Christ. He understood the importance of celebrating successes, of recognizing 

and affirming one another in the big things and little things of life. As a pastor, Paul did not 

want anyone to feel discouraged when they encountered suffering or pain or loss or 

disappointment, or when someone or something threatened the peace, unity, and purity of the 

church. In Colosse, it wasn’t a relational issue or a moral failure; the problem was doctrinal in 

nature. It was a theological issue with serious ramifications. It wasn’t a non-essential in which 

Christians have liberty to hold differing viewpoints. It was an essential of the faith – the 

nature and identity of Jesus Christ Himself and all that flows from who He is. 

 

So, though he couldn’t be there in person (he was under house arrest in Rome when he wrote 

this letter) Paul still wanted to encourage the Colossians to find courage and strength to hold 

fast to the gospel, which finds its beginning and end in the person and work of our Savior and 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 Just like Paul, I want to encourage you to stand firm and strong and true as followers of Jesus 

in a world that, like the false teachers in Colosse, wants to move on from the gospel message 

to whatever it is that sounds good or goes along with the prevailing moral and spiritual 

compass of our time.  

 

The danger of discouragement was also a prime concern in the Letter to the Hebrews, which 

says in Hebrews 10:23-25: “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess [in Christ], for 

He who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but let us encourage one another” to keep on keeping on. (That last part is my paraphrase.) 

 

So, as your pastor, let me encourage you to encourage one another and to be intentional about 

it. Encourage one another by your witness to the faithfulness of God in your life. Encourage 

one another by your testimony to the grace of God in your life, and by living out His grace in 

your relationships with one another. Encourage one another by your acts and expressions of 

Christian love. Encourage one another to live out our faith in loving acts of service. 

Encourage one another to maintain strong ties or to strengthen your ties with our church 

family and with fellow believers at work or school or in our neighborhoods. Encourage one 

another not to withdraw from the fellowship of the church. Help others get connected or better 

connected by inviting and encouraging them to come to worship, to join your Faith Group, 

your Sunday School class, or a ministry you’re a part of. 

 

You can encourage one another, too, simply by taking time to listen. Most of us put on our 

best faces when we come to church. Not all, but some of us put on our best clothes when we 

come to church. Whether you dress up for church or not is not an issue. It is a non-essential of 
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the faith. What I’m getting at is that behind the façade of our church clothes and/or our 

Sunday “face,” many of us come to church on Sunday feeling discouraged or lonely or 

defeated. Many of us come to church feeling weighed down with problems for which we 

don’t have the answers. Some of us come carrying burdens for people we love and care about 

deeply. You can encourage a struggling brother or sister in Christ by offering to listen and 

perhaps to pray with them. In and through Jesus, who is in You in the person of the Holy 

Spirit, you can be a tremendous encourager to others. Or you can receive encouragement from 

a sister or brother who is willing to come along side you. 

 

Pastor Paul’s purpose, he said, was to encourage the hearts of God’s people. I want you to be 

encouraged today as you trust in the Lord Jesus and seek to live for Him. 

 

UNITED IN LOVE 

 

The second thing Paul was passionate about was unity. Their unity in love was something you 

can be sure Paul prayed about. It is something precious to every pastor who cares about the 

health and well-being of the church under his/her care. A church that somehow finds pleasure 

in conflict or disunity will never succeed in serving God’s purpose for it. A church that takes 

pride in its orthodoxy but lacks love will not receive the smile of God’s favor. A church that 

majors in love but lets its doctrine slide into error will likewise not receive applause from 

God.  

 

Paul understood that lasting unity in the church depends on both truth and love. Not one or the 

other, but both. Jesus calls us to be of one mind with regard to the essentials of the faith as 

well as of one heart in our love for God, for one another, and for our neighbors both near and 

far. Our unity is found in Jesus. Our unity is found in the truth of the Gospel and the fullness 

of God’s Word. Our unity is found at the cross where Jesus died for us in the ultimate 

demonstration of love. Our unity is found in God’s love for us and our response to that love. 

 

From one vantage point, it is our unity in Christ and His saving love for us that enables the 

church to stick together in love when the world, the flesh, and the devil are arrayed against us 

and try to bring us down. From another vantage point, it is all of God. It is all from God, who 

is able to do immeasurably more than we could ever ask or think, according to His power that 

is at work in us (Ephesians 3:20).  

 

Unity in love – and in the truth – is something to be cherished. It is something to be nurtured. 

It is something to be protected. It is something to be celebrated. It is something to be 

passionate about. May we do everything we can: May we “make every effort,” as Paul says in 

Ephesians 4:3, “to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace,” knowing, as he 

says in Colossians 3:14, that love binds all the graces of the Christian life and all our 

relationships in the body of Christ together in perfect unity. 

 

“United in love” is Paul’s desire for the church in Colosse, and my desire for this church we 

all love. 
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THE SOURCE OF TREASURE 

 

The third concern in the pastoral heart of Paul was that the Colossians would see and know 

the supremacy and finality and absolute sufficiency of Jesus Christ for all of faith and life. As 

with the Ephesians, Paul did not want the Colossians (nor would he want any of us) to be 

“tossed back and forth by the waves” or “blown here and there by every wind of teaching and 

by the cunning and craftiness of (impostors) in their deceitful scheming” (Ephesians 4:14).  

 

Just as our true unity is found in Jesus, the truth – the whole truth and nothing but the truth – 

is found in Jesus. In Him, says Paul, “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” are found 

(Colossians 2:3). No other Savior is needed. There is no other Savior than Jesus. Take it from 

Peter and John, two “unschooled, ordinary men” who had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13). When 

brought before the Sanhedrin, the council of religious leaders in Jerusalem, they boldly spoke 

of Jesus and said: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

… by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Only Jesus has the power to save us. 

 

Someone may object to or be offended by the idea that Jesus is the only way and the only One 

who can save us. If one of those “someones” is you, or if you know someone like that, think 

about this: That there is only one way to be saved is one more way than you or I or any of us 

deserve. That there is only one person who can save us from our sins and guilt and eternal 

separation from God – Jesus – means that there is one more Savior than any of us deserves. 

 

There is more to the pastor’s heart of Paul to be gleaned from verses 6 and 7, where he speaks 

of the importance of being rooted and built up in Christ, established in the faith and 

overflowing with thankfulness. We will look at these verses next Sunday. 

 

For today, let me conclude with this: The word Paul uses for “treasures” in verse 3 is the word 

thesauroi, which is the plural of thesauros, from which we get the word “thesaurus.” A 

thesaurus, as most commonly used today, is a treasury of words and their synonyms 

(sometimes antonyms, too). The word is used 18 times in the New Testament:  

 

• Here in verse 3, it is used in reference to the treasures of wisdom and knowledge to 

be found in a relationship with Jesus. 

• In 2 Corinthians 4:7, Paul speaks of having the treasure of the ministry entrusted to 

him and to fellow servants of Christ “in jars of clay,” meaning these mortal bodies 

of ours with all their limitations. 

• Hebrews 11:26 says that “Moses regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of 

greater value than the treasures of Egypt” that were at his disposal.  

 

The remaining 15 occurrences of the word are in the Gospels, 14 of them coming from Jesus 

Himself, such as: 

 

• Matthew 6:19-21, where Jesus says: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth … But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also” (Cf. Luke 12:33-34). 
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• Matthew 13:44, one of the parables of Jesus: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 

sold all he had and bought that field.” 

• Matthew 13:52, at the conclusion of His teaching in parables: “Every teacher of the 

law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a 

house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”  

 

Which is to say, at least in part: No matter how old you are, you’re not too old to learn more 

about Jesus and His kingly rule. And no matter how much you already know about Jesus, 

about the gospel, about the Bible, about the Christian life and God’s purposes for the world, 

there is still more to learn, still more treasures to discover as you continue to walk with Jesus. 

 

• Mark 10:21, where Jesus says to the rich young man who wants to know how to 

gain eternal life: “One thing you lack. Go, sell everything you have and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me”’ (Cf. Matthew 

19:21; Luke 18:22).  

 

Do you think Jesus is making a universal declaration that the way to be saved is get rid of all 

your earthly possessions? Not on your life. What Jesus saw in the heart of this young man was 

the idolatry of things. The idolatry of wealth. The idolatry of affluence. This young man 

thought he had kept all the commandments but, in fact, he had stumbled over the 1st of the 

Ten Commandments, which is: “You shall have no other gods before (or besides) me” 

(Exodus 20:3).  

 

What Jesus wanted this young man to see (among other things), and what He wants us to see, 

is that there is nothing this world can offer that will compare with the treasures of heaven. 

Jesus would want you to focus on the treasures to be found in Him. So would Paul. So do I.  

 

Lord, let it be so in us. Amen. 

 

 


