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THE HOPE OF GLORY 

 

Colossians 1:24-29 
 

Did you watch the Super Bowl last Sunday?  According to the people who measure these 

things, an average of 99.9 million Americans were watching the Super Bowl at any given 

time.  If you add in the 2.2 million digital viewers who streamed the game, it comes to a total 

average U. S. audience of 102.1 million.  Viewership peaked at 103.5 million during the 4th 

quarter of the game, between 9:45 and 10:00 PM Eastern Time.  All told, a total of 148.5 

million people in the U. S. watched all or part of the game. 

 

Which means;  If you watched any or all of the Super Bowl last Sunday, even if you were 

watching just for the commercials, you had plenty of company.  But here is something 

interesting:  If you did not watch the Super Bowl last Sunday, you had even more company!  

According to the U. S. Census Bureau, the U. S. population as of August 2019 (6 months ago) 

was 329.45 million.  Do the math, and you’ll see that less than half of all Americans watched 

any of the Super Bowl. 

 

Unless, that is,  you live in Kansas City, the home of the new Super Bowl champs, where a 

whopping 97 percent of the people who were watching television during the 4th quarter of the 

game last Sunday had their TVs tuned in to the Super Bowl.  If you wonder what the other 

three percent were watching, Michael Mulvihill, an executive with Fox Sports, tweeted the 

answer:  One percent was watching a rerun of NCIS on CBS (if only I had known NCIS was 

on!).  Another one percent was tuned in to a show called “Dr. Pimple Popper” on TLC.  

Apparently that is the name of a real show.  No word on what the other one percent may have 

been watching. 

 

I don’t know how many people watched the Super Bowl halftime show.  I didn’t look it up.  I 

didn’t watch it.  I haven’t seen it.  I’ve only heard about it.  You may have strong feelings 

about it.  I will just say it is another reason to pray for the direction of our culture. 

 

The point of sharing these statistics with you, beyond the fact that they provide a snapshot of 

America at a moment in time, is to say that if you feel alone or left out when you don’t do 

what everyone else seems to be doing – like watching the Super Bowl – you’re not really 

alone.  You probably have way more company than you think.  There may even be more 

people who think and feel and act and believe as you do than those who seem to get all the 

attention.  When you feel like you’re all alone, you’re not. 

 

Remember when Elijah in the Old Testament ran for his life to Mount Horeb and hid in a cave 

from King Ahab and Queen Jezebel after the queen vowed to kill him?  In his depression and 

despair, Elijah said to God, not once but twice:  “I have been very zealous for You, Lord.  The 

people of Israel have rejected Your covenant.  They have destroyed the places of worship and 

murdered Your prophets.  I’m the only one left, and now they’re trying to kill me” (1 Kings 

19:10, 14). 
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After the first time, the Lord told Elijah to go and stand on the mountain as the Lord Himself 

passed by.  It was an unforgettable moment in the life of Elijah.  As it says in The Message:  

“A hurricane wind ripped through the mountains and shattered the rocks before GOD, but 

GOD wasn’t to be found in the wind; after the wind, an earthquake, but GOD wasn’t in the 

earthquake; and after the earthquake fire, but GOD wasn’t in the fire; and after the fire a 

gentle and quiet whisper” (19:11, 12).  “A still, small voice,” as it says in older translations.  

Elijah thought he was all alone.  But he was wrong.  God was still with him.  Sometimes God 

reveals Himself not in flashy demonstrations of power, but in small and quiet ways – which 

are no less holy and no less sufficient to accomplish His purposes. 

 

After Elijah made his complaint a second time, the Lord told him to get up and get going.  

God gave the prophet a 3-part assignment. There was no time for Elijah to wallow in despair.  

The Lord had work for him to do.  But in giving the assignment, the Lord assured Elijah that 

he was not alone.  Elijah thought he was the only one left who still followed the Lord.  He 

thought everyone else in Israel had abandoned the true and living God.  But the Lord said to 

him:  “I reserve 7,000 in Israel – all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal  …’ (19:18). 

 

If you sometimes feel like you are swimming upstream all alone against the flow of the 

culture, remember that you are not alone.  The church itself – our church, this community of 

grace where Jesus is Lord and every person counts; where the truth, beauty, and power of the 

gospel are happily proclaimed; where the truth, trustworthiness, and authority of the Bible for 

all of life are affirmed, cherished, and taught; where we seek to put into practice the precepts 

and values of God’s Word – the church itself is one place where we discover that we are not 

alone.  One of the enduring purposes of the church is to remind us that we are not alone.  The 

church itself is a reminder that we are in this together.  It is a reminder that we are part of a 

community, a fellowship, a family in which we share a common set of beliefs and values, and 

a commitment to a way of life that sees all of life under the sovereign and gracious rule of 

God. 

 

The indifference of the world or, even more, the open opposition of our culture to a 

distinctively Christian way of thinking and living, makes it all the more dangerous to try to 

live as a Christian without being connected to the church – specifically, to a church that 

believes and proclaims the gospel, that takes the Bible to be the Word of God, and that 

recognizes the implications of the gospel for all of life – which is the kind of church we desire 

to be and the kind of church I believe God wants us to be. 

 

So, when you find yourself alarmed by what is happening in the culture around you, or you 

feel your beliefs and values are under attack, do not think that you are alone.  You are not. We 

are in this together.  We need each other.  God has given us each other in the church, in part, 

for this purpose. 

 

If you ever find yourself in circumstances where you are in fact alone, and there is no one to 

stand with you or to stand up for you, even then you are not alone.  The Lord Himself is with 

you.  In Elijah’s extremity, when he feared for his life, he was not alone.  The Lord was with 

him, just as He had been with Abraham and Sarah, with Joseph, with Moses and Joshua, with 

Rahab and Ruth, with David, and with all the prophets who came before Elijah. 



 3 

He is with you, too, as we saw last Sunday when we looked at those three little words – with, 

for, and in.  God was and is with us.  He has promised never to leave us or abandon us 

(Hebrews 13:5).  Jesus said He would be with us always (Matthew 28:20).  No matter what 

you or I may go through in this life, no matter what pain or suffering or opposition or 

persecution or disappointment or distress or embarrassment we may have to endure, the Lord 

will be with us in it all and through it all.  You will never be alone.  You will never walk 

alone.  Jesus promised to be with us always, and He always keeps His word. 

 

God is with us, yes.  God is for us, as the message of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation 

makes clear.  And, as Paul says here in Colossians 1:27, the Lord Jesus Himself is in us.  He 

has taken up residence in our lives through the person of the Holy Spirit, who serves as our 

Counselor, Comforter, Guardian, Guide, Teacher, Protector, Refiner (the One who sanctifies 

us, who makes us more and more like Jesus), and our Source of spiritual power.  His presence 

in you makes the Christian life possible.  Apart from His presence and power in your life, the 

Christian life is impossible.  Not difficult but impossible.  Why?  Because the Christian life is 

by nature a supernatural life, and it takes supernatural power – God’s power – to live a 

supernatural, God-inspired, God-pleasing life.  It simply cannot be done apart from the 

presence and power of the Holy Spirit at work in you and me.  We can’t do it on our own. 

 

Christ in us is the hope of glory (1:27).  It is Christ in us that makes the Christian life possible.  

Christ in us enables us to live life as God intended us to live.  His power at work in us enables 

us to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, which (as every Presbyterian Christian ought to 

know) is “the chief end” or primary purpose of life. 

 

Christ in us, as we saw last Sunday, is also “the hope of glory” (1:27).  That is, it gives us 

hope – a sure and certain hope – for the future.  It gives us the hope and expectation of life 

beyond this life, life eternal in the presence and kingdom of God, where suffering, death, and 

evil no longer exist. 

 

If we say that “Christ in you” is “the hope of glory,” it may be helpful to ask just what hope 

is. 

 

The dictionary defines hope as “the feeling of wanting something to happen or to be true, and 

thinking that it could happen or be true” (merriam-webster.com).  Hope is “a feeling of desire 

for something and [a reasonable] confidence in the possibility of its fulfillment” (World 

English Dictionary). 

 

Sometimes, though, hope is nothing more than a wishy-washy maybe or a form of wishful 

thinking with little or no grounding in reality.  For example if you were to say:  “I hope the 

Redskins win the Super Bowl next year,” it could be written off as wishful thinking without 

any reasonable confidence that it could actually happen.  But you never know!  Or, you might 

say:  “I hope Punxsutawney Phil is right and we have an early spring this year.”  Maybe.  But 

maybe not.  So, as someone has said, the modern idea of hope is to desire very much, but with 

no real expectation or assurance of getting your desire (www.Bible.org, “Hope”). 

 

http://www.bible.org/
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But this is not what the Bible means by hope.  Biblical hope is not wishful thinking.  It is not 

the desire for something you know will not happen.  In the Bible, as Chuck Swindoll says, 

hope is “an assured expectation” (Swindoll, Insights on Romans, 112).  To “rejoice in the 

hope of the glory of God,” as Paul puts it in Romans 5:2b, is to live “with joyful confidence” 

in God (Swindoll, 112), in the trustworthiness of His promises and the sufficiency of His 

grace.  As John Stott said, “Christian hope is not uncertain, like ordinary everyday hopes 

about the weather or our health [or our favorite football team]; it is a joyful and confident 

expectation which rests on the promises of God” (Stott, The Message of Romans, 140.  The 

Revell Bible Dictionary defines hope as “an eager, confident expectation that sustains a 

person while he/she waits patiently for future fulfillment” (RBD, 494). 

 

To give you a sense of how important hope is, Dr. Aaron Kheriaty, a California psychiatrist, 

says that studies of the dramatic rise in deaths from suicide and drug overdoses show that “the 

one factor most strongly predictive of suicide is not how sick the person is, nor how much 

physical pain (the person) is suffering, nor whether (the person) is rich or poor.  The most 

dangerous factor is a person’s sense of hopelessness.  The (person) without hope is the 

likeliest candidate for suicide….  We cannot live without hope” (Aaron Kheriaty, “Dying of 

Despair,” First Things, August 2017). 

 

Conversely, in his book The Anatomy of Hope:  How People Prevail in the Face of Illness, 

Dr. Jerome Groopman, a professor at Harvard Medical School, says that patients with serious 

illnesses are all looking for a sense of genuine hope, and that hope is as important to the 

patient as anything he might prescribe as a physician.  He defines hope as “the ability to see a 

path to the future,” which has a direct and powerful application in the context of the life of a 

Christian.  Of a person dealing with a life-threatening illness, Groopman says:  “You are 

facing dire circumstances, and you need to know everything that is blocking or threatening 

you.  And then you see a path, or a potential path, to get where you want to be.  Once you see 

that, there is a tremendous emotional uplift that occurs” (www.preachingtoday.com, “Doctor 

Describes the Healing Power of Hope”).  Whether or not there is a “path to the future,” 

medically speaking, for followers of Jesus there is always a path to the future and a reason to 

hope. 

 

The Bible, of course, has a lot to say about hope.  The word hope occurs 166 times in the NIV 

translation of the Bible, including 18 times in Job, 31 times in the Psalms, 17 times in 

Romans, and 3 times here in Colossians 1 (verses 5, 23, and 27).  In verse 5, Paul says that 

“faith and love … spring from the hope that is stored up for you” – for us and all who believe 

the gospel – “in heaven.”  In verse 23, the apostle urges us to “continue in your faith, 

established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.”  And in verse 27, he 

declares that “Christ in you” is “the hope of glory.”  In each case, our hope in Christ refers to 

a confident expectation and desire for something good – something really, really good – in the 

future. 

 

Jeremiah, more than once, called God “the Hope of Israel” (Jeremiah 14:8; 17:13).  David 

praised God as “the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas” (Psalm 65:5).  In 

Romans 15:13, Paul prays that “the God of hope” will fill the Christians in Rome and, by 
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extension, us “with all joy and peace as (we) trust in him, so that (we) may overflow with” – 

what? – “hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

To overflow with hope in the God of hope through the power of the Holy Spirit who is at 

work in you is what God desires for you!  Lord, let it be so. 

 

In Lamentations 3, after Jerusalem and the nation of Judah fell to Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC, 

Jeremiah expressed the grief and sorrow in his soul over the suffering and loss and affliction 

of his people. But then, in the middle of his lament, he said: 

 

Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have [what?] hope. 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

For His compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; 

Great is Your Faithfulness. 

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him, 

To those who seek Him. (Lamentations 3:21-23, 25) 

 

Isaiah says that though “even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall 

… those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:30-31).  Those who put 

their hope in Him – those whose hope is grounded securely in God – find that “He gives 

strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak” (Isaiah 40:29).  Which, whether 

you want to admit it or not, describes you.  And me.  It describes every one of us. 

 

David is so bold as to say in Psalm 25 that “no one whose hope is in (the Lord) will ever be 

put to shame” (25:3).  In Isaiah 49:23, the Lord Himself says:  “Those who hope in me will 

not be disappointed.” 

 

Does this mean that if your hope is in Christ, you will never experience disappointments or 

defeats in this life?  Of course not.  Does it mean that you are exempt from the ordinary 

difficulties of life?  No.  Does it mean you will never encounter obstacles or opposition or 

criticism, or suffer setbacks in the course of life?  No. 

 

Here is what it means:  It means that if you put your trust in God, if you take God at His word, 

if you trust Him to keep His word and to do what He has promised, you will not be 

disappointed in the outcome.  You will be blessed.  Beyond your wildest imagination.  When 

we get to heaven and see God face to face in the fullness of His glory, I think we will be in for 

some surprises – happy surprises – that are just way beyond anything the most fertile human 

mind can conceive.  Even though we must all go through hardships of different kinds in this 

life, no one whose hope is in God – no one who has the indwelling presence and power of the 

Holy Spirit in their life – will be disappointed when we see how it all turns out in the end.  In 

fact, far from being disappointed, we will be so overwhelmed with joy in our hearts and 

gratitude to God that we will find ourselves, in the words of the hymn by Charles Wesley that 

we sang earlier this morning, “lost in wonder, love, and praise.” 
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Psalm 146 cautions us – warns us – not to put our hope in princes or presidents, politicians or 

parties, “in mortal men, who cannot save” (146:3).  If not in these, if not in our leaders or 

those who want to be our leaders, then in whom? 

 

Here is the answer: 

“Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the Lord their God” (146:5) 

 

Ultimately, hope does not come from a place or a possession or a situation or a status or an 

experience or an economic theory.  It is not to be found horizontally.  It is only to be found 

vertically.  Hope that lasts comes from God.  Hope is found in a Person.  It is found in Jesus, 

who is the Hope of the nations.  It is found in Jesus, who gives “strength for today and bright 

hope for tomorrow.” It is found in Jesus, who is “the hope of glory.” 

 

Even if or when you feel all alone, or think you are in a shrinking minority, remember that 

God is with you, God is for you, and God is in you.  Right here.  Right now.  And forever. 

 

As it says in Hebrews 10:23, let’s keep a firm grip on the hope we profess, for He who 

promised is faithful.  Lord, let it be so in us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


