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CHRIST IN YOU 

 

Colossians 1:24--29 

 

Mary Sue and I, and all our family, are grateful for your many prayers and cards, notes, 

emails, texts – all of your expressions of sympathy and love – as we mourn the death of Mary 

Sue’s mother and rejoice over her home-going to heaven.  We are sad that she is no longer 

with us, but happy that she is now at home with the Lord. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

It has been awhile – since the Sunday before Thanksgiving, to be exact – but this morning we 

resume our study of Paul’s letter to the Colossians.  Last time (in November), we looked at 

Colossians 1:21-23, where Paul spells out the difference Jesus has made for us and in us, 

through His work on the cross to save us from our sins and to reconcile us to God. 

 

Once, says Paul, we were alienated from God.  All of us.  We were enemies of God in our 

thinking and in the way we lived.  We had all turned our backs on God and were determined 

to live by our own rules (1:21).  “But now,” says Paul (1:22) – I love those words “but now”! 

– God has reconciled us to Himself through the saving work of Jesus.  “But now” we have 

been made right with God.  We have been declared righteous and holy in God’s sight.  We are 

now free from accusation and guilt, because Jesus has taken our guilt upon Himself and paid 

the penalty for all our sins.  All of them.  As it says in The Message:  “But now, by giving 

Himself completely at the Cross, actually dying for you, Christ brought you over to God’s 

side and put your lives together, whole and holy in His presence.  You don’t walk away from 

a gift like that!  You stay grounded and steady in that bond of trust [in Him], constantly tuned 

in to the Message [of the gospel], careful not to be distracted or diverted” (1:22-23a). 

 

As we understand what Jesus has done for us and who we are as sinners saved by grace, may 

we not be distracted or diverted from our wholehearted trust in and allegiance to our Savior 

and King. 

 

We resume our examination of Colossians today at 1:24, reading verses 24-29 this morning.  I 

want to focus specifically on what Paul says in verses 26 and 27, where he speaks of “the 

mystery  …  now disclosed to the saints” – to God’s people, both Jews and non-Jews – 

“which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 

Let’s give our full and reverent attention to the reading of God’s holy Word. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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A FRESH LOOK AT THE CHURCH 

 

Let me tell you a story.  I wish I could tell you that I’m the pastor in the story, but I’m not.  A 

pastor dressed in an old pair of jeans and a polo shirt boarded a plane and sat down next to a 

well-dressed businessman who was reading the Wall Street Journal.  After exchanging the 

usual pleasantries, the pastor asked his seatmate what he did for a living.  With obvious pride, 

the man said:  “I’m in the health and wholeness business.  We can change anyone’s self-

concept by changing their connection to themselves and their body.  It’s really a very 

powerful thing.” 

 

He was a fairly young guy, so the pastor asked him if he had been doing it for very long.  

“No,” he said.  It turns out he had just graduated from the School of Business at a prestigious 

Midwestern university.  “But they’ve already given me so much responsibility,” he said, “I 

hope to eventually manage the western part of the whole operation.” 

 

“So you’re a national company?” 

 

“Oh, yes.  We are the fastest-growing company of our kind in the nation.  It’s really good to 

be part of an organization like that, don’t you think?”  The pastor nodded in agreement. 

 

Then came the inevitable question:  “What do you do?” 

 

“It’s interesting,” the pastor said.  “We actually have similar business interests.  You’re in the 

body-changing business, and I’m in the personality-changing business.  In my business, we 

apply basic theocratic principles to accomplish indigenous personality modification.”  [I love 

that!] 

 

The young businessman had no idea what that meant, but he said: “You know, I’ve heard 

about that.  Do you have an office in this city?” 

 

“Yes.  We have many offices, up and down the state,” the pastor replied.  “In fact, we have at 

least one office in every state of the union, including Alaska and Hawaii.” 

 

By this time, the young man was racking his brain to identify this huge company that he must 

have heard of or read about somewhere. 

 

The pastor continued:  “Yep, in fact, we’ve gone international.  And Management has a plan 

to put at least one branch in every country of the world by the end of this business era.”  He 

paused for a moment, then asked:  “Do you have that in your business?” 

 

The businessman (B) said:  “Well, no.  Not yet.  But you mentioned management.  How do 

they make it work?” 

 

“Actually,” the pastor (P) said, “it’s a family business.  There’s a Father and a Son.  They run 

everything.”  

 



 3 

The guy said:  “Wow.  That must take a lot of capital.” 

 

P:  “You mean money?  Yes, it does.  No one knows just how much, but we never worry.  

Those of us in the Organization have a saying about our Boss, that ‘He owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills.’” 

 

B:  “Oh, so he’s into ranching, too?  Wow.  Well, what about you?” 

 

P:  “You mean the employees?  They are something to see.  There is a ‘Spirit’ that pervades 

the organization.  The Father and Son love each other so much that their love filters down so 

that we all find ourselves loving one another, too.  I know this sounds old-fashioned in a 

world like ours, but I know people in the organization who are willing to die for me.  Do you 

have that in your business?” 

 

B:  “No, not exactly.  But what about your benefits?  Are they good?” 

 

P:  “Good?  They’re amazing.  I have complete life insurance, fire insurance – all the basics.  

You might not believe this, but it’s true:  I have holdings in a mansion that’s being built for 

me right now for my retirement.  Do you have that in your business?” 

 

“Not yet,” the young man said, by this time feeling like the health and wholeness market 

wasn’t exactly the place to be.  “But can your operation last?  I mean, all kinds of companies 

come and go.” 

 

To which the pastor replied:  “Oh, I think we’ve got a pretty good future.  After all, we’ve got 

a 2,000-year run going.” 

 

(Adapted from Jeffrey L. Coter, “Witness Upmanship,” Eternity, March 1981, 22-23; cited in 

James Emery White, Christianity for People Who Aren’t Christians, 167-169.) 

 

I know the church – every church, including our church family here at Faith – has lots of 

problems.  There are always things in the church to be down or discouraged about.  We are, 

after all a collection of sinners.  Redeemed sinners, to be sure.  Forgiven sinners.  Sinners 

saved by grace.  Sinners who have been reconciled to God and declared righteous and holy in 

His sight.  But we know very well – we know all too well – that our sanctification is not yet 

complete.  Though our sins are all forgiven, there remains a residual of sin in each of us.  We 

will not reach a state of sinlessness until the day we see our Savior face to face in His 

heavenly kingdom.   Only then will our sanctification be finally complete. 

 

Nevertheless, all the church’s problems and shortcomings notwithstanding, it is pretty cool to 

be part of God’s family of redeemed sinners.  It is pretty cool to be part of God’s “family 

business.”  It is pretty cool to be part of His community of grace.  It is pretty cool [the 

expression “pretty cool” is actually pretty inadequate – way, way inadequate] to be recipients 

of His grace and to have the promise of life so abundant and glorious in God’s eternal 

kingdom that we cannot even imagine it. 
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GOD’S GUARANTEE 

 

Today is a big day for TV commercials.  Some people watch the Super Bowl just for the 

commercials.  I don’t know if you’ll see this one today, but there is a commercial for a high-

end brand of bed featuring an NFL quarterback whose team is not playing today (Dak 

Prescott) who asks:  “Can you promise this bed will give me a better night’s sleep?”  To 

which the spokesman in the commercial says:  “We don’t promise a better night’s sleep.  We 

guarantee it.” 

 

This is how it is with God and His promises.  Every promise from God is a guarantee.  When 

God promises His people an eternal inheritance in heaven, it is a guarantee (Ephesians 1:13-

14; 1 Peter 1:3-4).  When Jesus promises benefits to His followers that are literally out of this 

world, it is more than a promise.  It is a guarantee.  When Paul says to the Colossians and to 

us that Christ is in you, and because He is in you, you can look forward to sharing in the glory 

of God in the kingdom of God for all eternity, that is not just a promise.  It is a guarantee. 

 

THREE PREPOSITIONS 

 

Prepositions are usually small, ordinary words, but they can pack a powerful punch.  Take 

these three prepositions:  with, for, and in. 

 

WITH 

 

The New Testament begins with the announcement of the birth of Jesus, who will be called 

“Immanuel,” which means what?  “God with us.”  At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, among 

the last words Jesus spoke to His disciples are these:  “I am with you always” (Matthew 

28:20).  Before His death, resurrection, and departure into heaven, Jesus assured His followers 

that He would send the Holy Spirit to be with them and to give them power to carry on His 

ministry in the world.  The promise of Jesus was fulfilled on Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 

came upon the believers in Jerusalem (Acts 2). 

 

Though Jesus is no longer physically present with us, as He was during the 33 years of His 

incarnation, He is still spiritually present with us through the person and work of God the 

Holy Spirit.  And He will be with us always, right up to the end of the world.  Then we will be 

with Him forever. 

 

God is with us.  That is not just a promise.  It is a guarantee.  So is this:  “The Lord your God 

goes with you.  He will never leave you nor forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6; cf. Hebrews 

13:5).  When will God leave you?  When will He abandon you?  When will He ever reject any 

of His children?  Never.  He will be with you always. 

 

FOR 

 

God is also for us.  The entire story of the gospel, of the Bible itself, tells us that God is for us.  

It tells us all that God has done for us and for our salvation.  The coming of Jesus to live 

among us, to teach and heal and love, to suffer and die and rise again from the dead – it is all 
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indisputable proof that God is for us.  It is indisputable proof that He loves us.  If God were 

not for us, why in the world would Jesus have come and gone through all that He went 

through to save us from our sins? 

 

God is for us.  You know what Paul says in Romans 8:31.  After his extended theology of the 

gospel in the first 8 chapters of Romans, he says:  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  

“If God is for us” is not a hypothetical.  There is no doubt in Paul’s mind about whether God 

is for us.  He has established beyond any shadow of a doubt that God is for us.  What he is 

really saying is:  “Since God is for us  …”  God is for us, and because He is, “we are more 

than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37).  Because He is for us, nothing 

and no one in this life, not even death itself, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”  (Romans 8:35, 38-39).  

Nothing.  Because God is for us, He will continue His good and gracious work of 

sanctification in your life and mine until the day Jesus returns or calls us home to heaven.  

Because He is for us, He will not let us, or anyone who belongs to Him, fall away from Him. 

 

IN 

 

God is with us.  God is for us.  And God is in us.  The New Testament describes this in 

different ways, but the reality is that if you are “in Christ” through trusting faith in Him, then 

Christ is in you.  He has come to take up residence in your life through the person of the Holy 

Spirit.  He is not only with you and for you, as if that were not enough.  He lives in you.  Your 

body is a sacred temple in which the Holy Spirit lives (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

 

This, says Paul, is a mystery (1:26- 27), but not the kind of mystery that can never be solved.  

It is a mystery that has been revealed by God.  It has been made known to all of God’s people, 

including you and me.  If you know the Lord Jesus Christ in His saving power and love, then 

Christ lives in you.  His presence – His residence – in your life is the guarantee that you have 

a great future in store for you in His eternal kingdom. 

 

I can’t guarantee which team will win Super Bowl LIV tonight.  But I can guarantee, on the 

basis of God’s Word, that: 

1. Christ is in you, if you are trusting in Him for your salvation; and 

2. You have a share in the blessings and glory of His kingdom for all eternity. 

 

THE PRESENT TENSE OF THE GOSPEL 

 

But there is one more thing you need to understand.  The message of the gospel is not just 

about the future.  It is not just about what awaits us on the other side of death.  It is about the 

future and the fullness of salvation we will experience in God’s presence for eternity.  The 

benefits of trusting in Jesus and following Him really are out of this world. 

 

It is also about the past.  The gospel declares to us what Jesus has done in the past to save us 

from our past – to save us from all our sins, to change us from enemies of God into sons and 

daughters whom He loves.  The message of the gospel is that in and through Jesus, all our sins 
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– past, present, and future – have been wiped away.  It is all through the sacrificial work of 

Jesus on the cross for us. 

 

So, we understand how the gospel affects both our past and our future.  But what about the 

present?  Paul David Tripp, in his book of daily devotions, New Morning Mercies (January 

18), suggests that many of us have “a huge dark hole in the middle of our gospel.”  We get 

both the past and future components of the gospel, he says, but fail to grasp the “nowism” (I 

prefer “nowness”) of the gospel.  The nowness of the gospel is seen, for example, in Galatians 

2:20, where Paul says:  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live” (as an 

unregenerate, unforgiven, unredeemed sinner) “but Christ lives in me.  This life I now live, I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  This is a good verse 

to add to your arsenal of memory verses.  As Tripp says, it expresses the present tense of the 

gospel. 

 

Right here and right now, for today, tomorrow and eternity:  Jesus is with you.  Jesus is for 

you.  Jesus is in you. 

 

So, call on Him at all times in all situations.  Trust in Him.  Listen to Him.  Lean on Him.  

Rest in Him.  Surrender to Him.  Let Him live His life in you.  Through you.  Let Him lead 

you.  Let Him use you.  Let Him be seen in you. 

 

Lord, let it be so in us, now and always.  To God be the glory.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


