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YOUR MONEY MATTERS  

 

Malachi 3:6-12 

 

When I was growing up, there were twin boys about my age in the closest town to where my 

family lived in a rural part of northwestern Pennsylvania who were named Malachi (or 

Malachy) and Matthew.  How is that for a biblical combination of names?  One was named 

for the last book of the Old Testament and the other for the first book of the New Testament.  

I didn’t know them personally, so I can’t tell you with 100 percent absolute certainty which 
one was born first.  But I think we could take a pretty good guess. 

 

Malachi, in the Bible, is the last of the Old Testament prophets.  He was a contemporary of 

Ezra and Nehemiah.  The Book of Malachi dates to around 430 BC, the same general time 

period that Nehemiah served as governor of Judah after initially making the journey from 

Persia to Jerusalem in 445 BC to rebuild the wall and gates of the city.  The name Malachi 

means “my messenger” or “the LORD’s messenger” – which is what Malachi was to the 

people of Jerusalem and Judah as the last of the prophets of the Old Testament era.  Following 

Malachi, there would be more than 400 years of prophetic silence – 400 years without a 

prophetic spokesman from God – until John the Baptist arrived on the scene to prepare the 

way for the ministry of Jesus the Messiah. 

 

This passage in Malachi 3 is not a comfortable one.  It is not a “feel-good” passage.  It 
confronts the people of Judah and Jerusalem – the remnant of God’s covenant people – with 

the unpleasant truth that many people back then were robbing God by withholding from Him 

what He deserved and desired from them.  And the same is true today.  It confronts us with 

the same unpleasant truth.  Lots of people today, including many who profess to be followers 

of Jesus, similarly withhold from God what He both deserves and desires from us. 

 

I don’t think I’m telling you something you don’t already know when I say that your money 

matters to God.  It is not the only thing that matters to God.  But it is one thing that matters to 

God.  Long, long ago, in a galaxy far, far away – back in the previous millennium before I 

became the pastor of Faith, I preached a series of messages in our church in Altoona, PA on 

“What Really Matters to God.”  Part of what prompted me to preach that series was the 
feeling that what really mattered to a lot of people in that part of Pennsylvania, especially at 

this time of the year, was Penn State football.  It seemed like everything revolved around 

Penn State football.  Of course, we would never have issues or distractions like that here in 

the Washington area.  In that series I spoke from God’s Word on such topics as: 
• Your Mind Matters to God 

• Worship Matters 

• Faithfulness Matters 

• Evangelism Matters 

• Discipleship Matters 

• Relationships Matter 
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• Ministry Matters 

• Your Heart Matters 

 

Included in the series was a message on giving.  On what we do with the financial resources 

God gives us.   You see, along with all these other things, stewardship matters.  Stewardship, 

in case you’re not familiar with it, is just a fancy word that has to do with our management of 
the resources God has entrusted to each of us.  It is about more than money, but it is not about 

less that money.  It is about what we do with the financial resources God has given us.  But it 

also has to do with the ways we invest our time and talents, our gifts and abilities. 

 

So, while it is true that money is not the only thing that matters to God – far from it! – it is 

also true that your money and what you do with it really does matter to God. This is true 

primarily because what you do with your money provides a window into your heart.  And 

your heart, as the seat of your affections, your faith, your loyalty, your devotion and desires, is 

what matters most to God. 

 

Through Malachi, the Lord accuses His people of cheating Him.  “You’re robbing me,” the 
Lord says (3:8a). 

 

The people respond:  “How do we rob You?” (3:8b) 
 

The Lord answers:  “In tithes and offerings” (3:8c). 
 

A tithe means a tenth.  It is 10 percent of your income, 10 percent of what you earn, 10 

percent of the economic fruits of your labor.  In the Old Testament, God instructed the people 

of Israel to return to Him a tithe or tenth of all their income as an expression of their worship, 

devotion, and gratitude to Him, and to provide for the ongoing worship life of the nation (by 

providing for the needs of the priests and Levites in their ministries in the tabernacle, first, 

and later on in the Temple at Jerusalem).  The tithe was intended by God to be the first 10 

percent of their income, taken off the top, not the leftovers (if there was anything left) after 

they had taken care of all their other expenses. 

 

In the New Testament, Jesus doesn’t say much about tithing.  One place where He talks about 
it is Matthew 23, where He says some harsh things about the religious leaders of the Jewish 

people in His day.  In Matthew 23:32, Jesus says:  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You give a tenth [a tithe] of your spices – mint, dill, and cumin.  

But you have neglected the weightier matters of the law – justice, mercy, and faithfulness.  

You should have practiced the latter without neglecting the former.” 

 

These experts in the Jewish law, these religious zealots who took great pride in their devotion 

to the law, right down to the smallest detail, were scrupulous in their careful attention to the 

law of tithing, even down to the herbs they grew in their backyard gardens.  Jesus does not 

criticize them for this.  He doesn’t tell them that paying such attention to the law of tithing is a 
waste of time.  He doesn’t tell them that they are taking the principle of tithing too far.  He 
doesn’t tell them it is unnecessary.  The point Jesus wants them to see is not that tithing is 

passe, but that there is more to following God – more to pleasing God, more to honoring God 
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– than the mere observance of the letter of the law, whether it has to do with tithing or the 

Sabbath or any other commandment from God.  At the same time, the fact that there is more 

to following God than giving Him a tithe or tenth of our income does not mean that tithing is 

either unnecessary or unimportant. 

 

Nowhere in the New Testament does Jesus or any of the New Testament writers say that 

tithing is a Christian duty. Nowhere in the New Testament does it say that Christians are 

required to give at least a tenth of our income to God to support the work of His church in the 

world.  Nowhere does the New Testament say that you have a duty and a responsibility as a 

Christian to give at least a tenth of your income to the church.  Instead of a rule stipulating a 

certain percentage or a fixed amount, the New Testament emphasizes the attitudes and 

characteristics of giving that pleases God. 

 

Our giving, the Bible says, should be voluntary, not coerced.  It says in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that 

we are to give what we have decided in our hearts to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion. 

 

Our giving should be generous, even sacrificial, like the poor widow Jesus commended in 

Mark 12:41-44, who put all she had into the offering plate at the temple; and like the 

Macedonian Christians, of whom Paul says in 2 Corinthians 8:2:  “Out of the most severe 
trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”  That is an 
extraordinary equation, isn’t it? 

A severe trial 

+ overflowing joy 

+extreme poverty 

Rich generosity 

 

It is not the sort of thing that happens every day.  But it is the sort of thing that is meant to 

characterize the church and our lives as Christians.  Our giving is to be generous, not stingy. 

 

Our giving should also be cheerful, not begrudging, for, as 2 Corinthians 9:7 reminds us:  

“God loves a cheerful giver.” 

 

Our giving should also be regular and consistent, not sporadic or undependable.  In 1 

Corinthians 16:2, Paul says that “on the first day of the week, each one of you should set aside 
a sum of money in keeping with your income” to be given to the work of the church.  Making 

a Faith Promise – and then following through on it with your weekly or monthly giving to the 

church – is immensely helpful as we carry out our mission to love and serve God, to love and 

care for and build up one another in the faith, and to love our neighbors down Castlewellan 

Drive and to the far corners of the earth in Jesus’ name. Your regular, consistent, voluntary, 

generous, cheerful, and even sacrificial giving to our church enables us to do things in Jesus’ 
name that we would not be able to do otherwise. 

 

Giving is an act of worship, Psalm 96:8 says: 

Give to the Lord the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering and come into His courts. 
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This is why we take up an offering in Worship every Sunday.  The Offering is a tangible way 

for us to express the “worthship” of God, to show with our money that we love and value 
God.  Whether you physically place an offering in the offering plate as it is passed, or mail it 

or drop it off in the church office, or give online or through your bank, giving is an act of 

worship.  It is an act of love. 

 

It is also an act of gratitude.  It is a way to say “Thank You” to the Lord for all He has done 
for you, all He has given you, and all that He means to you. 

 

Giving is also an act of faith.  It is a way of showing your trust in and dependence on God.  

Especially when you find yourself in tight financial times. 

 

It is an act of obedience, too.  An act of discipleship.  A way of saying to God that we want to 

be a part of what He is doing in and through His church in the world. 

 

It is also an act of surrender and dedication to God, because, as I have already said, what you 

do with your money is a window into your heart. 

 

It is an act of loving compassion, too.  Compassion and love for people in need, both near and 

far. 

 

Giving encompasses all these things.  All of which goes to show that money matters to Jesus.  

Your money matters to Jesus.  My money matters to Him. 

 

I have told you before, and I will tell you again, the Lord willing, that what I believe God 

wants me to say to you about tithing is that you should do it.  Because I believe you should do 

it.  Tithing won’t get you into heaven.  That is not how it works.  You don’t tithe to earn 
God’s favor.  You don’t tithe to get a medal or a merit badge of some sort.  You tithe to show 

God how grateful you are for all He has done for you and for your salvation.  You tithe as a 

way of showing your love for God and the devotion of your heart to Him.  You tithe because 

God is worthy.  He is worthy of far more than a tithe.  And maybe He has enabled you (or will 

enable you) to give back to Him much, much more than a tithe. 

 

Or it may be that the thought of giving 10 percent of your income to God is, well, scary.  If 

that is how you feel, I promise that you have a lot of company.  But it doesn’t have to be 
scary.  God doesn’t want it to be scary. 
 

If you are not tithing, make it your goal and make a plan to start tithing.  Not sometime off in 

the future.  But now.  If you are already tithing, don’t stop there.  Look for ways to increase 
your giving beyond the 10 percent bar, as the Lord leads and enables you. 

 

I believe you should give at least a tithe – at least 10 percent – of your income to the work of 

God’s kingdom in the world.  We could debate several questions about tithing, such as: 
• Should you tithe on your gross income or your net?  Before or after taxes?  I have my 

own opinion on that, but I leave it between you and the Lord. 
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• Should you give your entire tithe – a full 10 percent at the minimum – to the church?  

Or is it okay to divide your tithe between the church and other Christian ministries you 

value, as long as the total is at least 10 percent of your income?  Different people have 

different opinions on this.  Some people point to Malachi 3:10 to support the belief 

that the full tithe should be given to the church.  In verse 10, the Lord says:  “Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse” – referring to the temple.  If you equate the temple 

with the church, you can make the case that “the whole tithe” should be given to your 
church.  In our case, to Faith.  I don’t personally believe that giving the full tithe to the 
church is a “have-to.”  I do believe that your giving to the church, to the ministry of 
the local body of Christ of which you are a part – for us, the ministry of Faith Church 

– should come first, and that the church should be the primary beneficiary of your 

giving. 

 

For some of you, I know, tithing is a no-brainer.  It is what you do.  You have been doing it 

for years, maybe your whole adult life, or even longer.  Thank you.  You have blessed the 

church and the work of God’s kingdom in the world by your giving.  I hope – and am 

confident – that you have been blessed as well through your giving.  In Malachi 3:10-12, God 

promises to bless those who give faithfully and generously to His work.  He doesn’t promise 
to make you rich in things.  He doesn’t promise to make you financially wealthy.  But He 
does promise to enrich your life. 

 

If the concept of tithing is new to you, it may be unsettling or even threatening.  It may seem 

impossible, even if you were to try it.  I just want to say it is not impossible.  With God, 

nothing is impossible. 

 

As Ray Ortlund, Jr. writes, tithing is not “heroic, high-level commitment.  Tithing is entry-

level obedience, and then we go from there” (Ortlund, Proverbs:  Wisdom That Works, 174).  

Tithing is not the end point.  It is meant to be the starting point of our giving to God, who so 

loved the world that He gave His only Son (John 3:16) and keeps on giving to us.  The Bible 

says:  “This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent” – gave – “His only 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 
 

Should you tithe?  I believe the answer is yes.  It is not too late, and it is never too soon to 

start.  Should you stop giving when you reach the bar of giving 10 percent to God?  Of course 

not.  The offerings you give to the church and to other ministries and missions above and 

beyond your tithe will be a source of immense blessings to others and will be a blessing to 

you. 

 

Are you robbing God by withholding from Him your tithes and offerings?  I hope the answer 

is no, because it is a serious thing to rob God of what is rightly His.  If you’ve been holding 
back from God, maybe in your giving, maybe in your willingness to serve in some ministry, it 

is time to cross the line.  It is time to step forward and step out in faith and love and 

generosity, so that together we may more fully, more faithfully, more fruitfully, and more 

effectively serve God’s purposes where He has placed us. 
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I want you to know how grateful I am as your pastor for the faithful giving of so many of you.  

I want you to know how grateful I am for the faithful, energetic service of many of you – 

service in the church, service to the church, service for the church in our community and 

beyond.  When I see the ways that some of you are involved in ministries here at Faith and 

out in the larger world, and how some of you have taken hold of the vision God has shown us 

for our church in this community at this time, and how you want to serve God’s purposes 
through our church in this time and place, it encourages my heart.  I believe God may want to 

use this church, and each of us, in ways we have not yet imagined. 

 

I love this church!  I know you do, too.  I want our church family to be all that God wants us 

to be, to do all that God wants us to do, for the glory of His name, for the building up of His 

church, and for the blessing of this world, starting right here in Kingstowne, where so many of 

our neighbors do not know Jesus and His love. 

 

Your money matters to God.  What you do with your money matters to God.  Your money is 

not the only thing that matters to God.  It is not the only thing that comes under the heading of 

“stewardship.”  Your time matters to God, too.  Your gifts and abilities matter to God, too.  

Your blood, sweat, and tears matter to God.  Do you know that 40-50 people from our church 

took part in the Rebuilding Together project at a house on Franconia Road this weekend?  Do 

you know that dozens of people carry out specific roles every single Sunday to make sure we 

can have Sunday School classes for all ages, child care for infants and toddlers, coffee and 

other refreshments before and after Worship, and times of Worship that exalt God, proclaim 

the Gospel, teach the Bible, and much, much more?  It takes a whole church to be the church.  

It takes a whole church to do the work of the church.  Every member of the church is needed.  

So, please do not be content to be a spectator and let others do all the work. 

 

May we, none of us, ever be guilty of robbing God.  Rather, whether it is little or much, may 

we always honor the Lord with our tithes and offerings – because He is worthy.  Lord, let it be 

so in us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


