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PLOWING WITH PRAYER  

 

Colossians 4:2-6 

 

I want to talk with you this morning about a strategic prayer initiative called “Plowing with 

Prayer.”  But first, I want to lay the foundation for it by looking at what God’s Word says to 
us in Colossians 4:2-6.  So, please turn in your Bible to Colossians 4.  Let’s give our full and 
reverent attention to the reading of God’s holy Word. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

Prayer, for many of us, is much more highly prized than it is practiced.  That is to say, we (not 

all of us, but many of us) pay more lip-service to prayer than we spend time actually praying.  

It is true more often in my life than I’d like to admit.  In this brief paragraph in his letter to the 

Church in Colosse, a city in the Roman province of Asia (modern-day Turkey), about 100 

miles east of Ephesus, Paul urges the Colossians to “devote yourselves to prayer”  The word 
Paul uses here, proskarterein, means “to continue steadfast” or “to persevere.”  Paul also uses 
it in Romans 12:12, where he says:  “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful” – 

devoted, steadfast – “in prayer.” 

 

The same word is used several times in the Book of Acts to highlight the primacy of prayer in 

the life of the New Testament church.  The first thing the followers of Jesus did after His 

ascension into heaven was to hold a prayer meeting.  As Luke describes it in Acts 1:14, “(The 
disciples) all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother 

of Jesus, and with (Jesus’) brothers.” 

 

Likewise, when the Holy Spirit came in power upon the followers of Jesus and 3,000 new 

believers were added to the church following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, Luke 

says in Acts 2:42 that “they” – all the believers – “devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (emphasis added).  

Verse 46 says:  “Every day they continued to meet in the temple courts” for worship and 
prayer.  And when complaints arose over discrimination in the daily distribution of food to the 

widows in the fellowship, the leaders of the church in Jerusalem responded by establishing the 

first Board of Deacons to oversee the ministry of caring, so the apostles could continue their 

devotion to prayer and the ministry of the word (Acts 6:1-4). 

 

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul urges the whole church and everyone who is a part of it to 

“devote (themselves) to prayer.”  In fact, though, the call to be devoted or to continue 
steadfastly (ESV) in prayer is just one prong of a two-pronged call to action in this passage. 

 

In verses 2-4, Paul lays out our duty or calling to pray.  In verses 5 and 6, he speaks of our 

duty to witness – how to act in our relationships with outsiders who do not know Jesus and 

His saving love in their lives. 
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An Anglican pastor named R. C. Lucas says the focus in verses 2-4 is on “Speaking to God 
about People,” while verses 5 and 6 deal with “Speaking to People about God” (R. C. Lucas, 
Fullness & Freedom: The Message of Colossians & Philemon, 171).  Both are essential 

aspects of our mission as a church and of your mission as a follower of Jesus in this world.  

You and I have a double privilege and a double responsibility:  It is both a privilege and a 

responsibility to speak to God about other people in prayer.  And it is both our privilege and 

our responsibility to speak to people about God.  We can’t neglect or escape either one.  And 
why in the world should we ever want to? 

 

The truth, however, is that we often find it difficult to give prayer the priority God wants it to 

have.  A pastor and former Young Life staff member named Adam Stadtmiller points out the 

painful truth that “our culture breeds on-the-fly spirituality.  We give Jesus a few minutes as 

we’re on the way to something else” (Adam Stadtmiller, “The Prayer-Centered Church,” 
www.christianitytoday.com, accessed 7/24/2019). 

 

Jonathan Edwards, the great 18th-century pastor-theologian of the First Great Awakening, 

said;  “There is no way that Christians, in a private capacity, can do so much to promote the 
work of God and advance the kingdom of Christ as by prayer” (Quoted in Stadtmiller).  
Stadtmiller comments that “most of us tend to nod our approval of that, and then charge full 
speed into our next plan, project, or ministry passion” (Ibid.). 
 

By the way, today is Jonathan and Sarah Edwards’ 292nd wedding anniversary.  They were 

married on July 28, 1727.  He was 23 years old.  She was 17.  Their union produced 11 

children, six of whom were born on Sundays.  This caused a bit of scandal, because in those 

days it was commonly believed that children were born on the same day of the week on which 

they were conceived, and procreation was not considered to be an appropriate activity on the 

Lord’s Day. 
 

If this is the main thing – or the only thing – you take away from today’s message, I’m going 
to be very disappointed! ☺ 

 

Back to the point:  Edwards was not saying that prayer is the only strategy or weapon the 

church should employ in carrying out our mission from God in the world.  Not at all.  He was 

saying, though, that we must not underestimate the practical importance of prayer, and that we 

demonstrate its priority by doing it as a matter of first importance.  For the first followers of 

Jesus, following the ascension of Jesus, when they returned to Jerusalem to regroup, their very 

first act was to pray (Acts 1:14).  “Having come to the end of themselves,” says Stadtmiller, 
“they prayed.”  It would not be the only thing they did – as the rest of the Book of Acts and 

the whole of the New Testament make clear.  But it was where they started.  And it remained 

a central, integral, essential part of their strategy to spread the gospel and to advance the 

kingdom of God in the world. 

 

Do you see that? 

 

Prayer takes many forms, of course.  Volumes have been written about different kinds or 

types of prayer.  Anne Lamott wrote a book entitled:  Help, Thanks, Wow:  The Three 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/
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Essential Prayers.  She is right. These are three essential prayers, three ways we can and 

should all cry out to God.  We are always in need of God’s help.  Usually we are in greater 
need of God’s help than we realize.  There is always something for which we can and should 

say thanks to God.  And we should constantly be wow-ed by God, amazed by His grace, 

mercy, love, and His awesome power and beauty in creation.  But there is more to prayer than 

is contained in these three words. 

 

In her classic Adventures in Prayer, Catherine Marshall identifies eight different types of 

prayer.  Among them are: 

• Prayer Is Asking 

• The Prayer of Helplessness 

• The Waiting Prayer 

• The Prayer of Relinquishment 

• Prayer in Secret 

• The Prayer of Joyous Blessing 

 

Marshall acknowledges that there is more to prayer than the specific categories she wrote 

about.  Prayers of adoration and praise, prayers of repentance and confession, prayers of 

thanksgiving, prayers of commitment, even, as she says, “simply the lifting of the human 
heart in silent communion with the Lover of our souls” (Catherine Marshall, Adventures in 

Prayer, 2) – all of these are types of prayer our Heavenly Father invites us to pray. 

 

The Apostle Paul has something specific in mind, though, when he exhorts the Christians in 

Colosse to “devote (themselves) to prayer.”  Paul suggests that there is a connection between 
effective evangelism and devotion in prayer.  In fact, he suggests that “effective evangelism 
begins with persevering prayer” (Lucas, 171).  Effective evangelism begins with persevering 

prayer.  Let that sink in. 

 

In devoting themselves to prayer, the Colossians are to be both watchful and thankful.  That 

is, they are to keep their eyes open and on the alert to see what God is doing, where God is at 

work and how He is at work in the lives of people around them, so that they may join the Lord 

in what He is doing.  And they are to give thanks to God for all the ways they see Him at 

work. 

 

Notice how Paul asks the Colossians to pray specifically in verses 3 and 4:  “Pray … that God 
may open a door for our message … [and] that I may proclaim it clearly….”  They are to pray 
for an open door, for God-given opportunities for the gospel to be made known. 

 

Don’t you think God wants us to pray for the same thing – in our community, in our sphere of 

influence, in the place where God has planted us as a church?  I think the answer is intuitively 

obvious.  God wants us to pray for our community.  God wants us to pray for our mission 

field in Kingstowne.  God wants us to pray with intensity and devotion and perseverance for 

our neighbors who do not yet know the Lord Jesus Christ to come to Him in faith and to 

become His fully-devoted followers.  God wants us to pray for open doors to connect with 

them, to bless them, to show them the love of Jesus in practical ways, to share the gospel with 

them. God wants us to pray for the eyes and hearts of our neighbors to be opened to the 
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beauty and power and truth of the gospel.  God wants us to devote ourselves to prayer.  God 

wants us to speak first to Him about the people in our community and their need for Him. 

 

In addition to devoting ourselves to prayer, God wants us, as Paul says in verses 5 and 6, to be 

wise in the way we act toward outsiders.  He doesn’t want us to miss any opportunity for 
witness or service.  He wants us to make connections and build loving relationships.  He 

wants us to be gracious in conversation, not argumentative or boring but “salty” in the sense 
of being both interesting and interested, in the hopes of giving our neighbors a positive, 

favorable impression of what life is like as followers of Jesus.  God wants us in all things at 

all times to conduct ourselves with both wisdom and grace. 

 

PLOWING WITH PRAYER 

 

This brings me to the strategic prayer initiative we’re calling “Plowing with Prayer.”  We 
believe God is calling us as a church to undertake a ministry of prayer with the aim of 

breaking up the hard spiritual ground in the hearts and lives of our many unbelieving or 

unchurched neighbors.  As farmers use plows to break up the hard ground before planting 

their crops, we need to prepare the soil in what we call the “GO Zone” – the neighborhoods 

closest to our church – for the seeds of the gospel by using the plow of prayer.  If we desire to 

reach our community with the message of the gospel and to make disciples in our mission 

field in Kingstowne, the essential preparatory work is to pray for our neighbors’ hearts, for the 
ground to be ready to receive acts of love and care, for a hunger for the gospel to be planted in 

their hearts, for the Lord to give our neighbors open hearts to receive His love and grace in 

their lives, and for unbelievers in our community to come to saving faith in the Lord Jesus, to 

become members of His church and disciples who make a difference for the kingdom of God. 

 

This is what “Plowing with Prayer” is all about.  The Session and Vision Team have both 
endorsed this strategic initiative.  We want to begin with the neighborhoods closest to our 

church building – specifically, the streets that connect with Castlewellan Drive;  Kelsey Point 

Circle (our nearest neighbors), Castlefin Way, Dunstable Lane, Jowett Court, and Ballycastle 

Circle.  We want to have church members “adopt a street” or “adopt a neighborhood” in order 
to pray regularly – to “devote (ourselves) to prayer” – for the individuals, couples, and 

families who live in that neighborhood. 

 

One of the most effective ways to pray for a neighborhood or community is by going on 

prayer walks.  For the “Plowing with Prayer” initiative, we want to ask participants to make a 
commitment to going on prayer walks in the adopted neighborhood at least once a week.  Or 

more.  Praying as you walk through a neighborhood may provide opportunities to meet, have 

conversations and begin to develop personal relationships with the people for whom you are 

praying. 

 

We also want to include Edison High School in our “Plowing with Prayer” movement.  We 
want to have people committed to praying regularly for God’s blessing on Edison; for 

teachers, administrators and staff; for students and their families; for the witness of Christian 

students, teachers, and others; for an open door for the gospel message at Edison; for an open 

door for our church to bless and serve the Edison High School community. 
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This strategic prayer initiative, which my wife Mary Sue and I will head up, is one means of 

doing what Paul calls us to do in Colossians 4:  To speak to God about others and, as we 

engage with those for whom we are praying, to speak to others about God.  We also believe 

this can be a means of blessing our community in the name of Jesus. 

 

We’re going to begin this prayer initiative in an organized way in September.  We’ll get the 
word out about specific plans to meet, get organized, make assignments of neighborhoods, 

and provide resources to help you in your praying.  We’ll ask you to make a specific time 
commitment, perhaps three months, after which you can re-enlist or not.  Mary Sue and I are 

praying for a few others to join us in spearheading and giving leadership to this prayer 

movement.  If you think the Lord is calling you to serve in this way, please be in touch with 

us. 

 

Of course, if you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to adopt a street or to begin prayer walking 

at Edison you don’t have to wait until September.  Some members of our church family have 
participated in prayer walks in the past. 

 

If this prayer ministry sounds like something you want to be part of, but, because of health 

limitations, prayer walking is not an option for you, we still want you to be involved.  Your 

prayers are just as important as those of anyone else! 

 

If this ministry of prayer is to have any positive, lasting effect, it must not be ours.  It must be 

a work of God’s Spirit done in God’s power to serve God’s purposes for God’s glory. We 
believe God is calling us to go out and pray faithfully for our neighbors. 

 

Will you go?  Will you pray?  When the Lord says:  “Whom shall I send? And who will go 
for us?” (Isaiah 6:8), will you say:  “Here am I, Lord, send me!”/ 
 

Lord, let it be so in us.  Give us the desire and devotion to pray with hearts of love for those in 

our community who are lost and need Jesus.  Move us out to walk and pray in Kingstowne for 

the sake of the gospel.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


