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THE GREAT COMMISSION AND US: 

READY, FIRE, AIM! 

 

Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:6-8 
 

A few weeks ago, nearing the end of our examination of the EPC Essentials of Our Faith, we 

looked at several statements of the Great Commission found in the New Testament.  This 

morning I want to revisit the Great Commission one more time.  In doing so, I invite you to 

turn in your Bible to these two passages of Scripture in which we find the last recorded words 

of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew and the Book of Acts prior to Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  
As we read from Matthew 28 and Acts 1, let us give our full and reverent attention to the 

reading of God’s holy Word. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

It is not printed in your bulletin this morning, so let me remind you of what it says in the 

Essentials of Our Faith about the Great Commission: 

 

The Lord Jesus commands all believers to proclaim the gospel throughout the 

world and to make disciples of all nations.  Obedience to the Great Commission 

requires total commitment to “Him who loved us and gave Himself for us.”  He 

calls us to a life of self-denying love and service.  “For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, that God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 

This we affirm as Evangelical Presbyterians, because it is the clear teaching of the Bible and 

of Jesus Himself.  There is no way to get around the fact that this Great Commission belongs 

to the whole church – to all of us together – and to each of us as followers of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

I want to remind you of something I said a few weeks ago when we talked about the Great 

Commission at the end of Matthew 28.  I said these verses contain “4 Alls for All Y’All,” 

because Jesus uses the word all four times. Sound vaguely familiar to all y’all? 

 

Here they are: 

1. All authority (verse 18), Jesus says:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.”  All authority – sovereign authority over all things and times and places 

and peoples – belongs to Jesus.  The authority to carry out the Great Commission does 

not reside in us or in the church as an institution.  The authority belongs to Jesus and 

comes from Him.  We carry out our mission to go and make disciples on the basis of 

His authority as the eternal Son of God, Savior of sinners, and King over all things. 

2. All nations (verse 19).  We are to go and make disciples of all nations.  Which is to 

say, the gospel is meant for all people everywhere.  It is for people “from every nation, 
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tribe, people, and language” (Revelation 7:9).  We are to be Jesus’ witnesses both to 
the end of the street and “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

3. All that I have commanded you (verse 20).  There is more to the Great Commission 

than just sharing the gospel and inviting others to become followers of Jesus. In our 

mission to “go and make disciples,” we are to teach others to obey (or keep) “all that I 
have commanded you.”  As disciples of Jesus, we are to keep on growing in the grace 
and knowledge of the Lord Jesus (2 Peter 3:18), applying in our lives all that He has 

taught and commanded us.  As disciple-makers, we are to assist and encourage others 

to do the same. 

4. Always – or, all the days (verse 20).  The Great Commission in Matthew 28 ends with 

a promise.  Jesus says:  “Surely I am with you always.”  Literally, He says:  “I am with 

you all the days, to the very end of the age.”  His presence with us makes the Great 
Commission possible.  His presence with us, along with His power at work in us 

(Ephesians 3:20), means that His mission will not fail.  He can and does use ordinary 

Christians – people like us, in spite of our shortcomings, inadequacies, and insecurities 

– to fulfill the Great Commission.  He will use us.  He will use our church.  If we let 

Him.  The thing to remember is that we are not alone.  He is with us always.  All the 

days.  Until the end of time when Jesus returns “to consummate history and the eternal 
plan of God” (EPC Essentials of Our Faith). 

 

Got it? 

 

In addition to these Four Alls for Y’All, let me add two more: 

 

5. Number 5 comes from Romans 10:21, where Paul quotes from Isaiah 65:2.  There the 

Lord himself speaks of His mercy and patient love for sinners:  “All day long,” the 
Lord says, “I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”  While 
this “disobedient and obstinate people” refers primarily to the people of Israel who 

continually turned away from the Lord and refused the overtures of His love and 

grace, it includes us as well, and everyone in all times and places who, like sheep, 

have gone astray  

6. The sixth All is implied, if not explicitly stated in the Great Commission.  This All 

stands for “all of you” – really, “all of us.”  What Jesus meant when He gave the Great 
commission to His followers was this:  “All of you, go and make disciples of all 
nations …”  What He meant in His last recorded words to His disciples in Acts 1 was 

this:  ‘All of you will be my witnesses …”  All of you.  All of us.  We all have a role to 

play.  It is not like jury duty, where you can sometimes get excused.  Not every person 

has the same role, because we don’t all have the same gifts or abilities or 

opportunities.  But as long as your heart is beating and your mind is functioning, you 

have a role to play in the unfinished task of the Great Commission. 

 

HOW TO HELP FULFILL THE GREAT COMMISSION 

 

Here are some ways you can help to fulfill the Great Commission: 
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You can help by serving on a short-term mission team or, like Stephanie Fry, as a longer-term 

missionary in a foreign mission field or somewhere in the U. S. where there is a great need. 

 

One of the things I love about our church is its heart for missions.  Right now three 

generations of Orsinis are in France as part of a mission team sharing the gospel in 

Carcassonne and Marseille with children and families there, many of whom do not know 

Jesus and His saving love.  This mission, in support of the International Christian Community 

started by missionaries Dan and Nancy painter, has been going on for 15 years now. 

 

A week from today, our Youth Mission Team, consisting of 15 students and 7 adults, will 

head to Shelby, NC, for a week of service and witness, along with teams from two other EPC 

churches – River Oaks (NC) and Kempsville (Virginia Beach). 

 

Until prevented this spring by unrest in country, we had sent a mission team for six 

consecutive years to Gressier, Haiti, in support of missionaries serving there.  We hope to be 

able to send a team to Haiti again next spring. 

 

Susan Service and Stella Appea, sometimes accompanied by others from our church, have 

served on multiple medical-evangelistic mission teams to Mexico and other places in Latin 

America.  Susan has been doing it for about 20 years! 

 

One way you can help fulfill the Great Commission is by serving on one of these mission 

teams, or on another mission the Lord lays on your heart. 

 

You can help fulfill the Great Commission by praying for these mission teams and for 

missionaries serving around the world. 

 

You can help by praying for missionaries serving in hard places – especially in the majority 

Muslim world, as well as “post-Christian” Europe, where there is hostility to the gospel, but 
hunger for it as well. 

 

You can help by praying for the people and people groups among whom our missionaries 

labor for the gospel. 

 

You can help by giving financially – freely, cheerfully, generously, even sacrificially – to 

support our church’s missionaries and mission teams, as well as other missions or 
missionaries with whom you have a personal connection.  Whether here at home or to the 

ends of the earth, ministry costs money.  The Great Commission requires us to invest our 

resources in the work of God’s kingdom. 
 

You can also help by serving in our church’s ministries as we seek to be a Great Commission 
church – to fulfill the mandate Jesus gave us to “proclaim the gospel throughout the world and 

to make disciples of all nations.”  The most immediate and obvious example of this is our 
Vacation Bible School that begins tomorrow evening.  With the switch from morning to 

evening VBS, our attendance numbers may be lower this year than in some other years.  But, 

in addition to the children of our church, we hope to be able to reach children and families in 
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our community we would otherwise miss – in particular, children from families with no faith 

involvement or church connection. We don’t know how it will all play out, but we hope (and 

pray!) the switch to an evening VBS will enable us to make connections and build 

relationships with some of our unchurched neighbors.  Will you pray with us to this end? 

 

In addition to praying, many of you, from teens to seniors and both women and men, are 

serving in various roles on our VBS team.  Thank you!  Many of you have already contributed 

time, decorations, money, and food to support this ministry, which is a combination of 

outreach, evangelism, and discipleship.  Thank you!  You are involved in the greatest mission 

on earth:  To make disciples of all nations and all ages. 

 

In case there is any confusion or uncertainty about this, our VBS is not just an effort to reach 

children and families outside our church.  It is intended to aid in the evangelism and 

discipleship of the children of our church.  Let me share with you something Charles 

Spurgeon wrote in his classis devotional, Morning and Evening.  He quotes the Old 

Testament prophet Joel, who said: 

 

Tell it to your children, 

and let your children tell it to their children,  

and their children to the next generation. 

(Joel 1:3) 

 

Spurgeon says:  “In this simple way, by God’s grace, a living testimony of truth” – of the 

gospel – “will always be kept alive in the land.  The Lord’s beloved are to hand down their 
witness of the gospel and the covenant to their heirs, and these heirs to their own descendants.  

This is our first duty as Christians:  we are to begin at home. 

 

“Unbelievers are to be sought by all means, and the highways and hedgerows are to be 

searched for them. But home has a prior claim, and there will be trouble for those who reverse 

the order of the Lord’s arrangement.  To teach our children is a personal duty.  We cannot 
delegate it to Sunday school teachers or other helpers.  They can assist us, but they cannot 

release us from the sacred obligation.  Mothers and fathers must, like Abraham, command 

their families in the fear of God and talk about the wondrous works of the Most High with 

their children. 

 

“Parental teaching is a natural duty.  Who is more fit to pursue a child’s well-being than those 

who authored the child’s actual being?  To neglect the instruction of our offspring is (to 
abdicate our mandate from heaven).  Family religion is necessary for the family itself, for the 

church of God, and for the nation.  By a thousand plots, false religions are secretly” [or not so 

secretly] “advancing in our land, and one of the most effective means for resisting them is … 
the instruction of children in the faith. 

 

“It is a pleasant duty to talk about Jesus to our sons and daughters, all the more so because it 

has been proven to be a work that God accepts – for God has saved many children through 

parents’ prayers and counsel.” (Morning and Evening, July 13 Evening) 
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The context for Spurgeon was England in the second half of the 19th century.  What he says, 

though, applies to America – to our nation and culture – in the 21st century.  While Spurgeon 

rightly emphasizes the primary responsibility of Christian parents for the spiritual training, 

discipleship, and well-being of their children, we must not understate our communal 

responsibility, as expressed in the promises we make when a child is baptized or dedicated, to 

evangelize and disciple the children who are part of our church family. 

 

While we desire to reach children and families with the gospel who have no faith involvement 

or church connection, this does not and must not diminish our commitment to the task of 

making disciples of our church’s children.  We want them, and their children, and their 
children’s children, to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

You can help fulfill the Great Commission not only by supporting and serving in our VBS 

ministry, but by your support of and participation in other areas of our children’s and youth 
ministries, from helping in the Nursery to teaching Sunday School, from volunteering in our 

youth ministry to mentoring a teenager to serving as an adult leader on a youth mission trip.  

All of these are ways you can participate in the discipleship of the next generation. 

 

In addition to these “in-house” ways of helping with the Great Commission, each of you has a 
mission field:  In the neighborhood where you live, the place where you work, the school you 

attend, and where you hang out. 

 

If you serve in the military (thank you!), your mission field is the place of duty to which you 

have been assigned. 

 

If you work in some capacity in government, your place of service is a mission field for you. 

 

If you’re a teacher or school administrator, your sphere of influence and relationships is your 
mission field. 

 

If you’re in school, your school is your mission field. 
 

If you live in a retirement community, that is your mission field. 

 

If you’re a medical professional, your mission field is the medical field in which you work. 

 

If you’re a contractor or work in the private sector, your mission field includes your 
customers, colleagues, and employees. 

 

If you’re a stay-at-home mom (or dad) or a childcare provider, if you care for a grandchild or 

an aging parent or spouse who requires a great deal of attention, that is where your mission 

field is. 

 

Our mission field as a church includes the places in the world where we support missionaries 

or send mission teams.  But it also includes the community where God has placed us in His 
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sovereign plan.  Faith Church is not in Kingstowne by accident or chance.  We are here by 

God’s design.  For God’s purposes. 
 

Do you believe that?  I do. 

 

God has put you here in this church family to fulfill the role He designed for you in carrying 

out the Great Commission in this community and, yes, to the ends of the earth.  You are 

meant to be a witness to Jesus, to let His light shine in and through you to make a difference 

in our community.  In its simplest terms, this is God’s vision for our church in our 
community. 

 

OUTREACH, EVANGELISM, AND DISCIPLESHIP 

 

Our friend Ken Priddy from the GO Center for Church Revitalization in Richmond, who has 

been with us here at Faith on a couple occasions, distinguishes between three very important 

terms:  outreach, evangelism, and discipleship. 

 

He defines outreach as “the strategic connecting of people in the congregation with people 

outside the congregation for the purpose of building sustainable relationships.  It is these 

sustainable relationships,” he says, “that give opportunity to evangelism.” 

 

God wants us to be all-in on making these strategic connections with people outside the 

church. 

 

Evangelism is “the strategic connecting of people outside the Christian faith with a crystal-
clear presentation of the Gospel including an opportunity to respond to the call of the Gospel.  

If the Gospel has not been made crystal-clear,” he cautions, “evangelism has not happened.” 

 

The good news, Priddy points out, is that many congregations have greatly increased outreach 

in recent years.  The bad news is that many churches have mistaken outreach for evangelism. 

As a result, the Gospel is not being presented clearly. 

 

We are not in the business of outreach for the sake of outreach.  The purpose of outreach is to 

bless people outside the church.  The purpose of outreach is to bless our community.  The 

purpose of outreach is to strategically build these sustainable relationships with people who 

have no faith involvement or church connection. 

 

Another definition of evangelism that I appreciate comes from J. I. Packer, best known for his 

classic Knowing God.  Packer describes evangelism as “a work of communication in which 
Christians make themselves mouthpieces for God’s message of mercy to sinners” (Packer, 
Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, 41). 

 

Mouthpieces for God’s message of mercy and forgiveness to sinners:  This is what God 

intends His church and each of us to be.  It is an essential and inescapable part of our Great 

Commission. 
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God wants us to be all-in on evangelism as well as outreach. 

 

Discipleship, says Priddy, is developing others in the Christian faith with an emphasis on 

obedience to all that Jesus commanded.  The objective of discipleship is not increased 

knowledge or moral improvement, important and valuable as they are.  The objective is true 

life transformation as seen in conduct and not simply in theological or doctrinal 

understanding, not simply in orthodox Christian beliefs but in godly living. 

 

God wants us to be all-in on discipleship, because the goal of the Great Commission is to 

“make disciples of all nations” – fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  But we cannot fulfill 

the Great Commission unless we are also committed to practical, active ministries of outreach 

and evangelism.  This is true for our church as a whole.  And it is true for each one of us. 

 

READY, FIRE, AIM! 

 

I know I need to wrap this up.  Our VBS crew is probably getting antsy to begin the 

transformation of our church building into the stage for an African safari in which our 

children and children from our community can learn about God. So I’ll wrap it up with this.  
The motto Ken Priddy encourages churches like ours to embrace as we seek to carry out the 

Great Commission is … “Ready, Fire, Aim!” 

 

Not “Ready, Aim, Fire!”  But “Ready, Fire, Aim!”  That may sound counter-intuitive (or just 

wrong!).  But Priddy’s point is that we are already ready to go and make disciples, whether 
we think we are or not. We don’t need more classes or more studies on how to go and make 
disciples.  We don’t need to wait until we’re experts.  We just need to get going.  We need to 

get moving.  We need to get engaged.  As John Piper has said, as a strategy for missions, 

“Ready, Fire, Aim!” is a much better strategy than “Ready, Aim, Aim, Aim, Aim,….” 

 

We can study methods and methodologies to death.  Jesus was telling His disciples – and He 

is telling us today:  It is time to get moving.  Time to get going.  VBS is one step in our going.  

But it is just one step.  There are many other steps for us – for you – to take.  Don’t wait for 
someone else to take the lead.  If God is directing you to do something, whether it comes 

under outreach, evangelism, or discipleship, do it.  And trust that He will use you. 

 

Let’s make this our motto:  “Ready, Fire, Aim!”  Lord, let it be so, to the glory of Your name.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


