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ESSENTIALS OF OUR FAITH: 

           THE RETURN OF THE KING (2) 

 

2 Peter 3:3-15 
 

You have probably never heard of William Miller.  Born in 1782, Miller was a Vermont 

farmer, deputy sheriff, and justice of the peace who served as a captain in the U. S. Army 

during the War of 1812.  After becoming a believer in 1816, he became fascinated with 

questions about the second coming of Christ.  As early as 1818, based on his understanding of 

Bible prophecies, Miller concluded that Jesus would return in or around 1843, though he 

didn’t go public with his conclusions until 1831.  While he didn’t pinpoint a specific date, 
eventually he announced that Christ’s return would take place between March 21, 1843 and 
March 21, 1844.  To his disappointment – and the disappointment of his thousands of 

followers – the year of expectation passed without any sign of Jesus’ return.  Based on a new 
study of the Scriptures, one of Miler’s followers, Samuel Snow, announced that Jesus would 
return on the revised date of October 22, 1844.  When October 22 came and went just like any 

other day, with no sign of the return of Jesus, it became known as “The Great 
Disappointment.” 

 

Miller and Snow are not the only Christians to make predictions about the timing of Jesus’ 
return.  Closer to the present, a former NASA engineer and Bible student named Edgar 

Whisenant (who died in 2001) published a book in 1988 entitled 88 Reasons Why the Rapture 

Will Be in 1988.  He had narrowed it down to sometime between September 11 and 13 of that 

year, coinciding with Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year.  When it didn’t happen, 
Whisenant revised his prediction, saying his calculations were off by one year and that Jesus 

would return on or about September 1, 1989.  When that prediction proved wrong, he said it 

could be 1990 … or 1991 … or 1992 … or 1993 at the latest. 
 

As sincere and well-meaning as Miller, Snow, and Whisenant presumably were, they remind 

us that we should never believe anyone who claims to know when Jesus our King will return. 

Do not allow yourself – ever – to be sucked in, deceived, and misled by the teaching of 

anyone who presumes to have it figured out, or who claims to have special knowledge from 

God about when Jesus is going to come back. 

 

We know that Jesus will come again.  We know it because the Bible tells us so.  We know it 

because Jesus Himself tells us so.  As we saw two weeks ago, both Jesus and the New 

Testament writers tell us persistently and consistently that Jesus is coming back. 

 

In his “little” book on Systematic Theology – it is only about 1300 pages – theologian Wayne 

Grudem (that’s Grudem with an “m,” not to be confused with Gruden with an “n,”, as in the 
Gruden brothers, Jon and Jay, who are both NFL coaches) has a chapter on “The Return of 
Christ,” in which he echoes what we affirm in the Essentials of Our Faith.  The coming again 

of Jesus, he says, will be sudden, dramatic, personal, visible, and physical (Grudem, 1092). 
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As we read two Sundays ago in Revelation 1:7, when Jesus comes again, “every eye will see 
Him.”  And, as the men in white (angels) said to Jesus’ disciples when the Lord Jesus 
ascended into heaven:  “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 

come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 
 

You cannot believe the Bible to be the unerring Word of God, uniquely and fully inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, the final and only infallible rule for faith and life, and not believe the clear 

teaching of the Bible that “Jesus will come again personally, visibly, and bodily – to judge the 

living and the dead, and to consummate history and the eternal plan of God” (EPC Essentials 

of Our Faith).  It is one of the non-negotiable essential tenets of our faith. 

 

There are some things regarding the return of Christ that not all Christians agree about. Some 

details having to do with the millennium (the one thousand year reign of Christ described in 

Revelation 20), the relationship of Christ’s return to the millennium itself, and the timing of 
certain events described in the Bible are not crystal clear and are, as a result, open to different 

interpretations. 

 

You may be familiar with the different views of the millennium held by believers through the 

centuries, from pre-millennialism to post-millennialism to a-millennialism and variations 

among them.  I’m not going to get into these different millennial perspectives today.  Our 
EPC Essentials does not advocate a particular position on the millennium.  I will tell you that 

I am personally pro-millennial (that is, I’m 100% for it) and I am pan-millennial (I believe it 

will all pan out in the end, because I know God is sovereign; I have read the end of the Bible 

and I know how it is all going to turn out). 

 

What the Bible is crystal clear about is that Jesus is coming again, and that His coming will be 

sudden, dramatic, personal, visible, and physical.  When Jesus returns, as Grudem says, “the 
final and ultimate result … will be the judgment of unbelievers and the final reward of 

believers, and that believers will live with [the Lord Jesus] in a new heaven and new earth for 

all eternity.  God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will reign and be worshiped in a never-

ending kingdom with no more sin or sorrow or suffering” (Grudem 1094-1095).  To which we 

say:  “Yes, Lord, let it be so!  Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

The other thing the Bible is clear about, William Miller and Edgar Whisenant and others 

notwithstanding, is that we don’t know when Jesus will return.  Not only do we not know, we 

cannot know the day or the time or even the year of His return.  Jesus said so Himself.  (See 

Matthew 24:44; 25:13; and Mark 13:32, for example.)  So, anyone who tells you they know 

when Jesus is coming back is not telling the truth. 

 

Unfortunately, the misguided teachings of people like Miller and Whisenant prompt scoffers 

to scoff and mockers to mock our belief in the return of King Jesus.  Making predictions 

about when Jesus will come back only gives ammunition to people who oppose the Christian 

faith and want both Christians and our faith to just go away. 

 

The scoffing of scoffers and the mocking of mockers about the promise of Christ’s return 
shouldn’t surprise us.  The first coming of Jesus into the world was the decisive event in 
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human history.  Think of all the decisive moments in world history, or American history – the 

exodus of the people of Israel from Egypt, the rise and fall of the Roman Empire, the 

invention of the printing press, the Reformation, the American Revolution, the abolition of 

slavery, D-Day, the Civil Rights movement, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Soviet Union, 

the world-changing events of 9-11 – the list could go on and on.  The central, most decisive 

event in all of history was the incarnation, life, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ – God with us, the Lamb of God who suffered and died to take away our sin and 

restore us to a right relationship with God.. The first coming of Jesus and what He did for us 

and for our salvation inaugurated “the last days” – the final chapter in the saga of salvation. 

We live between the two advents, the two comings of Jesus.  The next big event, whenever it 

comes, will be the return of the King. 

 

We are living in what the Bible calls “the last days.”  The entire period in history between the 
first coming of Jesus and His second coming is “the last days.”  We know that these are the 
last days.  What we don’t know is how long the last days will be, or how soon Jesus will 
return. 

 

That Jesus is coming, we know for sure.  When He is coming, no one knows.  The fact that He 

has not come yet – or even that He had not come back by the time Peter wrote 2 Peter – 

prompted scoffers to scoff, mockers to mock, doubters to doubt, and opponents of the 

Christian faith to broadcast their opposition to the gospel message. 

 

Whether it has to do with the return of Christ, some other doctrine, or the Christian faith’s 
teaching on human sexuality, the proper boundaries for sexual behavior, or some other aspect 

of biblical teaching, doesn’t it seem that there are a lot of scoffers and mockers in our culture 
today?  People who are outspoken in their opposition to the message of the Bible, the 

doctrines and values of the Christian faith?  People who, in some cases, have powerful 

platforms to promote their opposition to the Bible and a world view based on its teachings?  

The answer is intuitively obvious, isn’t it? 

 

One reason some people mock the Christian faith, whether it is our belief in the promised 

return of King Jesus or some other aspect of our faith, is because the message of the Bible and 

the teachings of the Christian faith (both spiritual and moral) do not fit into their view of the 

world and, to shoot straight about it, because if they believed the gospel, if they willingly 

submitted to the authority of the Bible, they would have to change the way they are living.  In 

many cases, people reject Jesus and the gospel of His grace not so much because they don’t or 
can’t believe, but because they don’t want to change their lifestyle. 

 

I pray this is not true of anyone here.  You can come to church and go through all the motions 

of appearing to be a follower of Jesus on the outside, while at the same time going your own 

way, saying “No” to the Lordship of Jesus, and following your own selfish desires in the way 

you live during the week.  I pray this is not true of you.  If it is, I urge you to come to your 

senses, to turn away from the sins you love and the idols of your heart, and to surrender your 

heart and life to Jesus.  The truth is that real freedom is found in surrender to Him. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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Scoffers and mockers have been around since the 1st century. As Peter points out, one point of 

attack against Christians was the belief in the second coming of Jesus:  If He is really coming 

back, they asked, why is it taking so long?  You say Jesus is coming back, so where is He?  

Why hasn’t He come back yet? 

 

The implication was (and is) that the Bible’s teaching is false, the promises of God in the 
Bible are not true, and the Bible is unreliable. 

 

How much more today, in the 21st century, are people likely to say:  “If Jesus hasn’t come 
back yet, after all these years, He never will.”  You can understand.  If Jesus is really coming 
back, why has He not returned yet?  What in the world is He waiting for? 

 

Peter begins to give the answer in verses 5 and 6 where he appeals to God’s work of creation 
itself and then to the great flood in Noah’s day, to show how God has been (and is) actively 
involved in the world.  The “day of judgment and the destruction of the ungodly” are still on 
the horizon, as he says in verse 7.  The implication is that, even if it seems far off to us, the 

day will come. 

 

Then, in verses 8 and 9, Peter gives two reasons for the delay in the return of Jesus: 

 

First, in verse 8, he shows that God’s time is different from ours:  “With the Lord a day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” 

 

You may have heard about the guy who was intrigued by this verse, so he asked God:  “Lord, 
is it true that a thousand years for us are like a minute to you?” 

 

“Yes,” the Lord said. 
 

The man said:  “Then a million dollars to us must be like a penny to you.” 

 

The Lord said:  “Well, yes.” 

 

The man said:  “Could you give me a penny?’ 
 

To which the Lord said:  “Sure.  In a minute.”☺ 

 

What Peter means, of course, is that God’s view of time is different from ours.  He does not 
operate according to human timetables.  While we are bound by the constraints of time and 

space in this life, God is not.  He is outside of time and space, and sovereign over them.  In 

verse 8 Peter echoes the principle expressed in Psalm 90:4, where Moses prays to the Lord: 

 

For a thousand years in Your sight 

are like a day that has just gone by, 

or like a watch in the night. 
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Just because something does not happen when we think it will, or should, does not mean it 

will never take place.  God’s view of time is not the same as ours. 
 

Second, in verse 9, Peter explains the reason for the delay in the return of Jesus.  It is not 

because God is slow.  It is not because He has forgotten about His promise.  It is not because 

He is distracted with other things.  It is not because the world is spinning out of control 

(though sometimes it seems like it is).  No.  The reason Jesus has not returned yet, the 

Scripture says, is because of God’s patience with us.  That God has put up with this sin-

soaked world and people like us for so long, is a sign of just how merciful He is.  It shows 

how rich and persevering His grace is.  The reason for the delay in the return of Jesus is to 

give time and opportunity for everyone who will receive Him as Savior and Lord to repent of 

their sins and believe in Him.  The delay in His return is to give us, and people like us, time to 

come to Him. 

 

Jesus is coming again.  The delay in His return will not last forever.  “The day of the Lord 
will come,” as Peter says in verse 10. The return of King Jesus will be “like a thief” – like a 

“thief in the night,” is how Paul says it in 1 Thessalonians 5:2.  Jesus will come.  His coming 

will be at a time when He is least expected.  It will take many people completely by surprise.  

It will catch them totally off-guard and unprepared.  Don’t let His coming catch you 
unprepared. 

 

When He comes, it will be a day of judgment for all who have rejected the grace and kingly 

rule of Jesus in their lives, for all who have refused to believe in Him and follow Him.  It will 

be a day, Peter says, on which the heavens will melt and the world as we know it will be 

destroyed in order to make way for a new heaven and a new earth (3:10). 

 

I don’t know if Peter means for us to take the apocalyptic imagery in verse 10 literally or not.  
By its nature, apocalyptic language (as in the Book of Revelation and other places in the 

Bible) is often symbolic.  What Peter is saying is that the promised day of the Lord will come, 

and when it does – when Jesus returns – the present order will be replaced by a new heaven 

and a new earth in which righteousness rules instead of sin, and Jesus reigns supreme. 

 

Which is good news for everyone who trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ.  His coming again is 

not something to fear, if your heart is settled in Christ.  Frederick Buechner tells us why:  

“The New Testament proclaims that at some unforeseeable time in the future” – maybe 

sooner than we think – “God will ring down the final curtain on history, and there will come a 
Day on which all our days and all the judgments upon us and all our judgments upon each 

other will themselves be judged.  The judge will be Christ.  In other words, the one who 

judges us most finally will be the one who loves us most fully” (Buechner, Wishful Thinking: 

A Seeker’s ABC, 58). 

 

“The one who judges us will be the one who loves us most fully.”  He – King Jesus – has 

taken all your sin and guilt, and mine, upon Himself in His death for us on the cross.  Such 

amazing grace!  Such amazing love! 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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I’ve got to wrap this up. But there are two more things I feel compelled to share with you by 
way of application. The first comes from Wayne Grudem, who asks pointedly: 

 

• Are you ready for Jesus to return today? 

• If you knew Jesus were going to return within 24 hours (and He might – He 

could come at any time), what situations or relationships would you want to 

straighten out before His return? 

• Do you think the command to “be ready” means you should attempt to 
straighten out these things now, even if you think it unlikely that Jesus will 

return today? (Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1106) 

 

Something to think about.  And maybe to act on. 

 

The second comes directly from Peter.  Since Jesus will come again to judge the living and 

the dead, and to bring salvation to all who belong to Him and long for His coming, Peter asks 

the obvious question in verse 11:  In view of these things, he says, “what kind of people ought 
you to be?” 

 

Here is the answer he gives:  “You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to 
the day of God …” (3:11-12a).  And, you – we – ought to “make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless, and at peace with Him” (3:14).  In other words, make sure you don’t miss 
out on God’s grace.  Make sure you are ready for His return.  Live your life – daily – in a way 

that reflects the character, holiness, and grace of God.  Your life in this world is to be a 

reflection of who God is and what He is like.  After all, as Charles Spurgeon said, “you’ve got 
the reputation of God in your hands.”  Think about that. 
 

Until Jesus comes, we are to devote ourselves in love to God, to one another, and to our 

neighbors, wherever they are.  Until Jesus comes, we are to be His witnesses, to tell others of 

Jesus and His love, and to put His love and compassion into action to meet needs here, there, 

and everywhere. 

 

Until Jesus comes or calls us home, Lord, let it be so in us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


