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ESSENTIALS OF OUR FAITH: 

           THE RETURN OF THE KING 

 

        Revelation 1:1-8 
 

There is a new movie out about the early life of the famed English author, J. R. R. Tolkien.  

(His initials, by the way, stand for John Ronald Reuel – in case you’re ever on Jeopardy or 

just want to impress someone with your knowledge.  In the Bible, Reuel is another name for 

Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses [Exodus 2:18].)  I’ve not seen the movie and don’t plan to 
see it, mainly because I understand it largely (or totally) neglects his Christian faith and the 

large role it played in his life. 

 

Known for his influence in the conversion of his friend C. S. Lewis from atheism to 

Christianity, Tolkien is best known for such books as The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings 

trilogy, of which the title of the last book is The Return of the King.  Many of you have 

probably read these books or seen the movies based on them, or both.  Some of you know 

Tolkien’s stories better than I do, so feel free to correct me (later, please) if I’m off base in 
anything I’m about to say about The Return of the King. 

 

The king in the title is Aragorn (pronounced “Aragon” in the movie), the rightful heir to the 

kingdom of Gondor, who must return from exile and defeat the forces of Sauron, the Dark 

Lord of Mordor, in order to gain control of the kingdom.  Along the way, Aragorn must resist 

the temptation to take possession of the ring (in the title of the trilogy) with all the powers it 

holds, and the temptation to use those powers for his own purposes and personal glory.  

Aragorn’s victory over Sauron inspires the Hobbits (the “short people” who inhabit Middle 
Earth) to stage an uprising of their own against a corrupt and oppressive wizard who has taken 

control of their homeland in the Shire.  With the return of the king and his victory over 

Sauron, a new era of peace comes to Middle Earth. 

 

Aragorn, the true king of Gondor, is a lot like Jesus, the true King of heaven and earth.  In His 

first coming to us, Jesus, like Aragorn, had to face and resist temptations from Satan in the 

wilderness, including the temptation to use the powers of His deity for selfish purposes 

(Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).  That Jesus was tempted in every way, just as we are, but 

never gave in to temptation, and that He had to endure suffering when He was tempted, means 

that Jesus is not only our true and rightful King but also our faithful, compassionate, and 

perfect high priest, who is able to sympathize with us in our weaknesses, because He knows 

what it is like to be tempted (Hebrews 2:18; 4:15). 

 

Jesus knows your temptations.  And mine.  Better than any of us.  He knows how strong 

temptation can be.  I say “better than any of us,” because, unlike us, Jesus experienced the full 
force and fury of the tempter’s power, and never gave in to it.  Which means He can help us 
resist and withstand the particular temptations we encounter – if we turn to Him, and look to 

Him, and run to Him, and cling to Him when Satan tries to lead us astray. 
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That Jesus is both able and available to help us face temptation in all its forms is a gospel 

truth that can make a world of difference in your life.  But it is not the main point of today’s 
message.  The main point of today’s message is that Jesus, the true King of heaven and earth, 

who came “in the fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4) to save us from our sins through His death 
on the cross for us, will come again. 

 

When Jesus comes again, all the glory and majesty that have been His from all eternity and 

that will be His for all eternity, will be on display for everyone to see.  When He comes again, 

there will be no doubt that He is the King before whom every knee everywhere in all of 

creation will bow down, and every tongue will confess that He – and He alone – is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11). 

 

As we said together in our Affirmation of Faith a few minutes ago, we believe that “Jesus 

Christ will come again to the earth personally, visibly, and bodily.”  As the Christian Church 

has professed in The Apostle’s Creed for nearly 2,000 years, we believe that Jesus was: 

 

… conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty  

(the “right hand” being the place of supreme exaltation 

and highest honor in all of God’s kingdom) 
from which He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

(Italics added.) 

 

The promise of Christ’s return is not a fairy tale or any other kind of fiction.  It does not 
belong to the category of things we hope to be true, if it can be true, even though we have no 

reason to believe it will ever happen.  The return of King Jesus does not belong in this 

category.  It is as sure as the return of General Douglas MacArthur to the Philippines in World 

War II.  If you know your history, you know that in March 1942, just a few months after Pearl 

Harbor, with the war in the Pacific going badly, MacArthur was forced to evacuate the island 

of Corregidor, as the Japanese threatened to overrun the Philippines.  After arriving in 

Australia, MacArthur made a speech in which he famously said to the people of the 

Philippines:  “I shall return.”  Two and a half years later, with the tide of the war in the Pacific 
having turned against the Japanese, General MacArthur waded ashore onto the Philippine 

Island of Leyte and made a broadcast in which he said:  “People of the Philippines, I have 
returned.”  He said he would return.  And he did. 
 

In 1985, a team led by Jean-Louis Michel and Robert Ballard located the wreckage of the 

Titanic in the North Atlantic.  Several years later (1996), a man named George Tulloch led an 

expedition to the spot where the ship had sunk. Tulloch and his crew recovered numerous 



 3 

artifacts, everything from eyeglasses to jewelry to dishes.  He discovered that a large piece of 

the hull had broken off and was resting not far from the rest of the ship.  So he set out to 

“rescue” part of the ship itself.  His team managed to lift this 20-ton piece of iron to the 

surface of the water, but a storm blew in, the ropes broke, and the Atlantic reclaimed the 

treasure.  Disappointed, Tulloch had to retreat and regroup.  But before leaving the site, he 

went down to the ocean floor one more time and, with the robotic arm of his submarine, 

attached a strip of metal to a section of the hull.  On the metal he had written:  “I will come 

back.  George Tulloch.”  Two years later, George Tulloch did return and salvaged that 

massive piece of the Titanic’s wreckage (Max Lucado, When Christ Comes, 8-9). 

 

Like George Tulloch, like General MacArthur, and like Aragorn, Jesus will return.  Jesus. Is. 

Coming. Again.  I don’t know when.  No one knows the appointed time except God the 
Father.  But I know that Jesus will return.  I know it because the Bible says He will.  I know it 

because Jesus Himself has said He will.  His coming again is as sure as the rising of the sun in 

the east every morning without fail. 

 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 

 

Here is a sampling of what the Bible says about the second coming or parousia of the Lord 

Jesus Christ: 

 

In Matthew 24, Jesus speaks extensively about His second coming.  In verse 27, He says:  “As 
lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son 

of Man.”  (The title, “Son of Man,” was Jesus’ most common way of referring to Himself.)  
Continuing, in verses 30 and 31, He says that when the time comes, “the sign of the Son of 
Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son 

of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  And He [the Son of 

Man] will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the 

four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.” 

 

In verses 36-51, Jesus speaks of the urgent necessity of being ready for the day of His return, 

“because,” He says, “you do not know on what day your Lord will come” and “the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him” (24:42, 44). 
 

From there, Jesus proceeds to tell the parable of the ten bridesmaids (1-13), the parable of the 

talents (14-30), and the parable of the sheep and the goats (31-46) in Matthew 25, all of 

which, with their different imagery, point to the certainty of His coming again and the 

necessity of our being ready when He returns. 

 

So that no one fails to understand the seriousness of these things, listen to what Jesus says to 

His disciples:  “If you want to come after me [and be my disciples] you must deny yourself 
and take up your cross (daily – Luke 9:23) and follow me.  If you are determined to save your 

life, you will lose it; but if you lose your life for me, you will save it.  What good is it if you 

gain the whole world, but forfeit your soul in the process?  What can you give in exchange for 

your soul?  If you are ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you 
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when He comes (in His glory – Luke 9:26) in the glory of His Father with the holy angels” 

(Mark 8:34-38; see also Matthew 16:24-27 and Luke 9:23-27). 

 

This is what is at stake with regard to the return of King Jesus and your relationship to Him.  

Your life is at stake. Your future is at stake.  Your place in God’s kingdom is at stake.  Your 

eternal destiny is at stake.  I’m not trying to over-dramatize this.  I just want you to 

understand that Jesus is coming again.  And I want you to be ready for His coming when He 

comes.  Or, if He doesn’t come in your lifetime, I want you to be ready to see Him face to 
face when you die. 

 

Jesus. Is. Coming. Again.  Are you ready?  The only way to be ready is to come to Jesus in a 

spirit of true repentance and trusting faith, turning away from all your sins, receiving His 

forgiveness for your sins, and by faith embracing Him as Savior and Lord of your life. 

 

In John 14, Jesus says to His disciples:  “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You trust in God; 
trust also in me.  In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, I would have told 
you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come back and take you to be with me, so that you also may be where I am” (14:1-3). 

 

Jesus. Is. Coming. Again.  In Acts 1:11, just after Jesus has ascended into heaven, two angel-

messengers appeared to Jesus’ followers and said:  “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here 
looking up into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 

come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” 

 

In Acts 3, Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, urges his listeners in Jerusalem to “repent … and 
turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the 

Lord, and that He may send the Christ who has been appointed for you – even Jesus.  He 

[Jesus] must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as He 

promised long ago through His holy prophets” (3:19-21). 

 

Let there be rivers of true repentance in our day.  Let there be a tremendous torrent of turning 

to God in our time.  Let there be a flood of forgiveness for everyone who needs it, for 

everyone who seeks it, in our land and everywhere in the world.  Let there be a tsunami of 

salvation to wipe out the sins of whosoever will accept the gospel of grace.  Let the ripples of 

refreshing and real revival reach into the far corners of the earth, touching people of every 

race, tribe, language, and nation.  Lord, make us – and the world – ready to receive you as 

King and Lord and Savior when You come. 

 

If you need to be reminded, Paul says in Philippians 3:20 that “our citizenship is in heaven, 
from which we eagerly await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

The promised return of Jesus is a major theme – the major theme – of Paul’s First Letter to the 
Thessalonians.  In 1:9-10, for example, Paul speaks of how the Thessalonians “turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He 

raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.”  In chapter 4, he 
describes what will happen when Jesus bursts onto the scene a second time (4:13-18).  Then, 
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in 5:23, Paul pronounces this benediction on the Thessalonians:  “May God Himself, the God 

of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Paul continues in the same vein in 2 Thessalonians 1:10, where he speaks of “the day (the 

Lord Jesus) comes to be glorified in His holy people and to be marveled at among all who 

have believed” in Him.  What a glorious day that will be for all of us who belong to Him! 
 

In 1 Timothy 6, Paul gives a charge to his disciple Timothy, which Timothy is to carry out 

“until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in His own time” 
(6:14-15). 

 

Paul also reminds Titus (and us) that the grace of God “teaches us to say No to ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age, 

while we wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, who 

gave Himself for us” (Titus 2:12-14a). 

 

The author of Hebrews declares in Hebrews 9:27-28:  “Just as each person is destined to die 

once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 

many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those 

who are waiting for Him.”  Which means that His coming again will be an occasion of joy – 

of unparalleled and incomparable happiness – for all of us who trust in Him and are looking 

forward to His return.  If you are a citizen of Christ’s kingdom, if you have experienced His 
saving grace, if you have put your faith in Him, if you are seeking to live like a believer 

through the power of the Holy Spirit, the return of the King is not something to fear or to 

dread. 

 

Just a few more verses pointing to the certainty of Jesus’ return: 
 

James 5:7-8:  “Be patient, then, brothers (and sisters), until the Lord’s coming.  See how 
farmers wait for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient they are for the autumn 

and spring rains.  You, too, be patient and stand firm, for the Lord’s coming is near.”  Then he 

adds this warning in verse 9:  “Don’t grumble against each other, brothers (and sisters), or you 
will be judged.  The Judge is standing at the door.” 

 

1 John 2:28:  “Now, dear children, continue in Him [in Jesus Christ our Lord], so that when 
He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming.” 

 

Revelation 3:11 (From Jesus to the Church in Philadelphia) “I am coming soon.” 

 

Revelation 22:7:  Jesus says:  “Behold, I am coming soon!  Blessed is everyone who keeps the 
words of this prophecy.” 

 

Again, in Revelation 22:12-13:  “Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I 
will give to everyone according to what they have done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” 
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And again, in Revelation 22:20, the next-to-last verse in the whole Bible:  “Yes, I am coming 
soon.”  To which the apostle John responds:  “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.” 

 

If the Bible is to be trusted – it is; if we can trust the word of Jesus – we can; then it is 

established beyond any doubt that Jesus will come again.  The “soon-ness” of His promised 
return may be perplexing to us, because it has been 2,000 years since Jesus’ first coming and 
nearly two millennia since the writing of the New Testament.  Peter addresses this concern in 

2 Peter 3, which, unless Jesus returns first, we will look at two weeks from today. 

 

“Unless Jesus returns first:” That may sound like a joke, but we need to take it to heart and 
live in the awareness that any day, even today, may be the day of Christ’s return. So it is not a 
joke.  All the plans we make are conditioned on the timing of the return of our King (in 

addition to our mortality and God’s providence in our daily life).  As much as we may think 
that we are in charge of our lives, we are not.  A major component of wisdom is knowing that 

you are not in control. 

 

At the beginning of Revelation, in 1:3, John says:  “The time is near.”  He might mean the 
time is near for Jesus to return.  He might mean the time is near for the events he describes to 

take place.  Or he might mean both.  Which I think is the case. 

 

The word soon does not always mean what we think of when we hear or use it.  In terms of 

eschatology, or the doctrine of “last things,” soon refers to something – anything – that is 

imminent.  And the word imminent, in biblical terms, means something that could happen at 

any time, on any day, even if it does not come to pass when we think it will.  Because Jesus 

tells us He is coming again and that He is coming soon, we are to live each day in expectancy, 

not complacency, knowing that today could be the day.  And if not today, it could be 

tomorrow.  Every morning when you wake up, you should think to yourself:  Today could be 

the day when Jesus returns. 

 

When He returns, it will be as John says in Revelation 1:7: 

“Look, He is coming with the clouds, 
and every eye will see Him, 

even those who pierced Him, 

and all the peoples of the earth 

(who have rejected Him) 

will mourn because of Him. 

So shall it be!  Amen.” 

 

For those who reject Jesus, for those who oppose Him, for those who tell Him to get lost, for 

those who want nothing to do with Jesus, for those who actively fight against Him and against 

His people, the return of the King will not be a happy occasion.  It will be an occasion of 

mourning and remorse in the worst and most despairing way.  It will be the ultimate example 

of what the Bible calls “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
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But it does not have to be that way for you.  It does not have to be that way for anyone.  It will 

not be that way for all of us who know and trust and love and follow and serve Jesus Christ as 

Savior and Lord of our lives.  For us, the day of His coming again will be the start of a 

celebration like no other we have ever experienced. 

 

George Tulloch came back to the Titanic, just like he said.  General MacArthur returned to 

the Philippines, just as he promised.  Aragorn, the true King of Gondor, returned to reclaim 

his throne.  And Jesus, the King of Kings, will come again.  You can bet your life on it. 

 

Are you ready? 

 

Lord, let it be so in us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


