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Good morning! 
 
It is great to be back with you this morning after having been away last week. This morning we 
are continuing right along with the back half of the 10 commandments with number 6. The 
Scripture this morning comes to us from Exodus, chapter 20, verse 13. After reading this verse, 
I’d like us to turn to Matthew, Chapter 5, verses 21-24. The text for this passage will be up on 
the screen.  
 
Here we go, Exodus, chapter 20, verse 13. Let us turn our reverent attention to the reading of 
God’s Holy word.  
 
“You shall not murder.” 
 
Now turning to Matthew chapter 5:21-24 
 
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 
murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or 
sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 
Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister 
has something against you,  leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled 
to them; then come and offer your gift.” 
 
May God bless the reading of His Word.  
 
Please pray with me. 
 
Since the last time I was up here, a new book was released by Kevin DeYoung called The Ten 
Commandments, what they mean, why they matter, and why we should obey them. In his 
introduction he tells how two authors tried to crowd source to come up with our society’s 10 
non-commandments. Essentially these are 10 ways society expects you to live. Here is what the 
internet came up with: 
 

1. Be open-minded and willing to alter your beliefs with new evidence. 
2. Strive to understand what is most likely to be true, not to believe what you wish to be 

true. 
3. The scientific method is the most reliable way of understanding the natural world. 
4. Every person has the right to control of their body. 
5. God is not necessary to be a good person or to live a full and meaningful life.  
6. Be mindful of the consequences of all your actions and recognize that you must take 

responsibility for them. 



 

 

7. Treat others as you would want them to treat you, and can reasonably expect them to 
want to be treated. Think about their perspective. 

8. We have the responsibility to consider others, including future generations.  
9. There is no one right way to live. 
10. Leave the world a better place than you found it. 

 
DeYoung goes on to point out that all of these seem to be true. True in the idea that yes, this 
fairly accurately portrays how society wishes we lived. Some of these clearly go against God’s 
wishes for how we live. Just number 9 alone negates the rest of them. While these were labeled  
“non-commandments” it is pretty clear that the expectation is that we ought to live by these. One  
final quote about these and we will move on to the 6th commandment. DeYoung writes,  
“We live in a paradoxical age where many will say, ‘Right and wrong are what you decide  
for yourself,’ and yet these same people will rebuke others for violating any number of  
these “assumed commands.” 
 
I hope you can see the untruthfulness of these 10 non-commandments and perhaps the  
foolishness of asking the internet to set some form of morality.  
 
Alright. The 6th commandment. Remember that the 10 commandments help us to have a better 
relationship with God, and others. You shall not murder. It seemed, in the middle of writing this 
sermon, that this commandment posed a problem for a preacher. Preaching on such a  
commandment could very easily carry the assumption or fear that the preacher believes one of  
his congregants may in fact murder someone. I want it stated very clearly, I do not have that fear.  
My worry is not that someone here will murder someone. With that being said there are some  
points about this commandment that I believe go much further and deeper than a physical act of  
murdering someone. Jesus makes this clear in our second passage we read. Jesus says even the  
thought of ill will will cause you to be subject to judgement. That means the person who cut you  
off while driving, and while you didn’t technically kill him, you very well may have thought  
about it and therefore are in violation and breaking this commandment.  
 
The Hebrew word for murder is ratsach. This word is translated “murder” and brings with it a 
different connotation than the Hebrew word qatal, which is translated “kill.” The distinction 
between murder and killing that is often given is that murder is the taking of a life when you 
don’t have the authority to take that life, the taking of an innocent life. God mentions in the Old 
Testament different ways in which man will kill another man and it be justified. Genesis 9:6 says 
“Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God 
 has God made mankind.” Romans chapter 13 speaks about the government being an agent of 
God and not bearing the sword for nothing. The difference is an important distinction. 
 
Robert Morris makes a few observations on the subject of murder. Morris states that there is a 
process that the devil uses that can quickly spiral out of control. This process is: 
    Hate precedes murder 
    Anger precedes hate 
    Offense precedes anger 
    Unfulfilled expectations precede offense 
 



 

 

When we have an unfulfilled expectation, we get offended, when we get offended we get angry, 
when we get angry, we hate, and when we hate, that leads to murder. And mind Jesus’s words, 
even saying, “you fool” will cause you to bring judgment on yourself. 
 
Think about how easy this is. Most of us probably just spent most of a day with many friends and 
family sitting in close proximity to each other, and how many of us may have gotten offended at 
least once during that time. Family gatherings can be some of the most tense times. People 
worried about not bringing up politics and then Uncle Chad starts going off about the other party 
than he is affiliated with. The expectation is a happy, thankful time, and when that expectation 
isn’t met, it’s easy to get offended. In Luke chapter 7, John the Baptist sends 2 of his disciples to 
ask if Jesus is the one who they are expecting. John the Baptist, asking Jesus, if He is the one. 
John the Baptist who leapt in his mother’s womb when he sensed the presence of Jesus. Who 
spent time in the desert preparing the way for Jesus. John the Baptist who when Jesus says 
baptize me says no way, you’re the one, baptize me! Why after all this might John the Baptist 
have this question?  He’s in jail, and Jesus isn’t doing a thing about it! Talk about unfulfilled 
expectations, when your cousin, Jesus, allows you to wallow in prison. And Jesus knows why 
John is asking and that’s why He ends with, “and blessed is the man who isn’t offended by me.” 
as some translations put it.  
 
Unfulfilled expectations lead to offense, and how many of us when we are offended, get angry 
about it. Cain, when his offering was looked down upon by God, grew angry with Able and 
hated him for the favor Able found with God.  
 
Anger leads to hate and hate leads to murder. Joseph’s brothers hated him for multiple reasons. 
When Joseph told about his dream they began to hate him even more. They began to plot 
Joseph’s death.  
 
If this is the path to murder, what is the path that God intends for us in the prohibition of murder? 
Love. Forgiveness preceded love and grace precedes forgiveness. In order to love, we have to 
forgive, and in order to forgive, we have to have received grace.  
 
God knew exactly what He was doing when He commanded us not to murder. God knows the 
condition of man. He knows what will happen if the roots of murder are allowed to grow in our 
hearts. Mankind would likely eliminate itself. Now anger is an emotion and therefore not a sin, 
it’s what we do when we are angry that can be the sin, but if anger were allowed to run rampant, 
we would all begin to hate, and murder. Ron Mehl says “Yet God, in His love, has not allowed 
that to happen, and that is why He included this commandment in the 10.” 
 
The law, including this commandment, boils down to two things:  Jesus says. “Love God with all 
your heart soul mind and strength, and love others as yourself.” If we love God above anything 
else, we will not be able to spare any thoughts for anger or hatred to lead us to hurting someone 
else. If we seek His heart toward everyone, men, women and children, it will not be in us to 
offend or hate. If we love God first, and then love everyone else, we are honoring God. This 
commandment helps us in our relationship with others, with those around us. When we are not 
murdering, we open the possibility for love.  
 



 

 

We are called to love our neighbor as our self. There is no qualifying statement like, as long as 
they are republican, as long as they look like you. Kevin DeYoung says this, “Nowadays, 
everyone is a category.  Everyone gets a little category. Jesus says that if you love only the 
people who look like you, dress like you, root for the things you do, and vote for the people you 
do - well that’s no big deal. Everybody does that. What about your enemies?”  Ron Mehl says 
this, “But what about the blind, empty-headed fools of the world? What about those who have 
made themselves my enemies? I will love them. Just as He loved me and went to the cross for 
me when I was a fool and blind and an enemy of God.”  Jesus said, “You have heard it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemy and pray for those 
who persecute you.” 
 
It is possible for love to overcome hate, even towards our enemies. Look at Jacob and Esau. Esau 
was expecting the birthright and when that expectation wasn’t met, he was offended, he began to 
experience anger and began hating his brother and plotted his death. Years later, as Esau went to 
greet his brother, rather than finish the plan he had made, he embraces his brother with love. 
Who are those in your life that have offended you, that you need to be reconciled to, that you 
need to forgive, remembering that we forgive others just as He has forgiven us.  
 
Before we empty the cup of wrath upon those who have hurt us, who have offended us, let us 
remember Jesus in the garden, asking His Father to take that cup of God’s wrath away, that if 
there was any other way, but if there wasn’t, that He would take it. I want to close with this last 
quote from Kevin DeYoung: “We deserve that cup, but He took it upon Himself. The only one 
who never violated any of the commandments or committed murder in the least degree in His 
heart was murdered for angry murderers like us. We have all poured out the cup of wrath on one 
another, but only Jesus drank from that cup for us.” 


