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FORWARD IN WITNESS  

 
2 Corinthians 5:17-6:2 

 
I want to begin with a series of Bible verses that drive home the “Great Commission” God has 
given you and me and all of us as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ in this world. 
 
The classic statement of the Great Commission is in Matthew 28:18-20, where Jesus says to 
His disciples:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. Surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
There is a shorter version in Mark 16:15.  There Jesus tells His disciples to “go into all the 
world and preach the good news” to everybody everywhere. 
 
In Luke 24:46-48, He says:  “This is what is written:  The Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day,” – which He did – “and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these 
things.” 
 
In John 20:21:  “As the Father has sent me (into the world), I am sending you (into the 
world).” 
 
In Acts 1:8, just before He ascends into heaven:  “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses.” 
 
As if these aren’t enough, Jesus also says, in Matthew 5:13-16:  “You are the salt of the earth.  
But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world.  A 
city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  
Instead, they put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.” 
 
If salt loses its punch or stays in the saltshaker, what good is it?  As Rebecca Pippert explains 
in her classic book Out of the Saltshaker and into the World, God wants us to make 
witnessing to the gospel a way of life.  Our job is to get the “salt” of the gospel out of the 
saltshaker so it can reach the lives of people who need it. 
 
The same thing is true of the light of the gospel.  God wants you to let it shine in your life, in 
both your actions and your words.  God wants us as a church family to shine the light of 
God’s saving love on the world around us, to both show and tell the difference that knowing 
Jesus makes in a person’s life. 
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Salt and light:  You got to be what you is, as the old preacher said, ‘cause if you ain’t what 
you is, then you is what you ain’t.  Don’t be what you ain’t.  Don’t fail to be what you is. 
 
There is also Jesus’ reminder in Matthew 9:37-38 that “the harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few.”  What are we to do?  We are to “ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into 
His harvest field.” 
 
And, as when the Lord said in the time if Isaiah:  “Whom shall I send?  And who will go for 
us?” we are to answer as Isaiah did:  “Here am I.  Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8) 
 
Isaiah’s response, though, was not the end of the story.  Do you remember what happened 
next?  The Lord said:   “Go …” (6:9), and Isaiah went. 
 
In Romans 10, starting in verse 13, Paul explains the need for witnesses to the gospel, quoting 
the prophet Joel:  “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord (in faith) will be saved” (Joel 
2:32).  Then Paul continues:  “How can they call on someone they don’t believe in?  And how 
can they believe in someone they have never heard of?  And how can they hear if nobody tells 
them?  And how is anyone going to tell them, unless someone is sent to do it?  As it is 
written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ … Faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message (of the gospel) is heard through the word of Christ” 
(Romans 10:13-15, 17). 
 
The witness of the church is essential if unbelievers are to hear the gospel and come to faith in 
the Lord Jesus.  The gospel, as Paul says in Romans 1:16, is “the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes.”  Your mission and mine is to get the word out through 
our personal witness and the witness of the church so that others may believe and be 
reconciled to God. 
 
Paul again points out the importance of our witness in Colossians 4:5-6:  “Be wise in the way 
you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversation be 
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 
 
This is echoed in 1 Peter 3:15:  “In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have (in 
Christ).  But do this with gentleness and respect.” 
 
INADEQUA;TE 
 
If you feel inadequate or ill-prepared to be salt and light in the world, to be a witness to Jesus 
and the power of His love, to be what Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:20 calls an “ambassador for 
Christ,” I want to say three things to you: 

1) Welcome to the club.  You’re not alone.  We are all inadequate.  But Jesus has given 
us the Holy Spirit to make us adequate and useful.  And He is able.  More than able.  
He wants to use you.  The Holy Spirit can and will equip you to go forward in your 
witness as a follower of Jesus. 
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2) Being a witness is not optional.  Jesus did not say:  ‘You might be my witnesses” or 
“you could be my witnesses” or “you should be my witnesses.”  He did not say:  ‘I 
want some of you to be my witnesses.”  He did not say:  “If you want to, you can be 
my witnesses.”  No.  He said:  “You” – all of you – “will be my witnesses.”  We are 
all His witnesses.  You can be a good witness or a bad witness.  But you are a witness.  
You are, by virtue of your identity as a follower of Jesus and a member of God’s 
family, an ambassador for Christ.  It is who you are.  And, like the preacher said, you 
got to be who you is, ‘cause if you ain’t who you is, then you is who you ain’t. 

3) Whatever your doubts or fears about witnessing, Jesus can and will use your life and  
your words to bear faithful witness to Him.  If you let Him.  Remember Moses’ protest 
when God told him He had a mission for him?  Moses pleaded:  “Please, Lord, send 
someone else” (Exodus 4:13).  But the Lord said:  “You’re the man for the job.  And I 
will be with you” (3:12). 

 
Moses isn’t the only one who ever tried to get out of serving God.  Jonah went to great 
lengths in order to get out of the mission God had for him in Nineveh.  He was a reluctant 
witness, if there ever was one.  Jeremiah was reluctant, too.  He felt totally unworthy and 
unprepared when God said to him: 

“Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you. 

Before you were born I set you apart. 
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

 
But Jeremiah said:  “Ah, Sovereign Lord, I don’t know how to speak.  I am only a child.”  
Jeremiah was convinced there must be someone better qualified, more gifted, and more 
persuasive than he. 
 
But the Lord said:  “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’  You must go to everyone to whom I send 
you and say whatever I tell you.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue 
you,” declares the Lord (Jeremiah 1:4-8). 
 
AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 
 
Ambassadors for Christ” – on behalf of Christ – is the way Paul describes this calling in 2 
Corinthians 5:20.  Our country has ambassadors who represent the United States and our 
nation’s interests in countries around the world.  We have ambassadors in every nation with 
whom we have diplomatic relations.  An ambassador lives in a country other than his or her 
homeland.  Our ambassadors do not speak for themselves as they carry out their diplomatic 
responsibilities.  They speak on behalf of our nation and the leaders we have elected. 
 
George Shultz was Secretary of State during the Reagan administration.  While in office, he 
kept a large globe in his office.  When newly-appointed ambassadors came for an interview 
with him, and when ambassadors returning from their posts came to see him, he would give 
them a test.  He would say:  “I want you to go over to the globe and prove to me that you can 
identify your country.”  Without fail, the ambassadors would go over, spin the globe, and put 
their finger on the country to which they had been or were being sent. 
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When Senator Mike Mansfield, the new ambassador to Japan, came to see him, Shultz asked 
him to do the same.  Mansfield, though, spun the globe and put his hand on the United States.  
“That’s my country,” he said. 
 
Shultz related this to Brian Lamb on C-Span and said:  “I’ve told that story, subsequently, to 
all the ambassadors going out.  ‘Never forget you’re over there in that country, but your 
country is the United States.  You’re there to represent us.  Take care of our interests and 
never forget it.’” 
 
I hope it is pretty clear how this applies to us as Christians.  We reside in the world, but our 
citizenship, the Bible says, is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).  We do not represent the world’s 
interests, or the interests of a particular nation.  We represent the interests, first and foremost, 
of the kingdom of God. We are ambassadors of His kingdom.  We are Jesus’ representatives.  
It is both our privilege and our sacred responsibility to communicate the message of Jesus our 
King and to embody His message in our actions. 
 
Never forget that you represent Jesus in this world.  You represent Jesus in your 
neighborhood.  On your street.  At your school.  Where you work. 
 
You represent Jesus when you’re driving. When you’re in a checkout line.  When you’re 
eating out.  The way you treat your server is a reflection on Jesus. 
 
You represent Jesus when you’re on FaceBook or Twitter or Instagram or Snapchat.  You 
represent Jesus when you’re talking politics (and you shouldn’t assume that Jesus agrees with 
all your views).  You represent Jesus when you’re watching football.  In all your words and 
actions, you represent Jesus. You are an ambassador for Christ. 
 
The same holds true for us as a church.  Together we represent Jesus.  We represent Jesus to 
our community.  Our witness as Christ’s ambassadors includes both our words and our 
actions – what we say and how we say it, as well as what we do and how we do it. 
 
The Great Commission from Jesus to be His witnesses and ambassadors is both personal and 
communal. 
 
SHOW AND TELL 
 
Jesus has called you and me personally to be His witnesses in the world.  What does a witness 
do?  Witnesses tell what they have seen with their own eyes or heard with their own ears.  
They tell what they have experienced personally.  They tell what has happened to them.  I was 
a witness in a criminal trial – once – many years ago, when a man in our church in 
Pennsylvania was arrested and charged with a crime.  I could not testify to what I didn’t 
know.  I could only testify to what I knew to be true. 
 
Jesus has called each of us personally and all of us together in the church to be His witnesses 
and ambassadors.  That is, He has called us to both show and tell others the message of the 



 5 

gospel and the difference that knowing Jesus has made in our lives, and to invite others to join 
us in trusting and following Him. 
 
We witness with both our words and our lives.  Not one or the other.  It’s got to be both.  If 
your life doesn’t match your words, or vice versa, your witness will be hollow and ineffective.  
So will mine.  So will ours. 
 
One danger we face in the church is being complacent about the spiritual condition and 
destiny of people who don’t believe the gospel.  It’s like the young man who applied for a job 
as an usher at a movie theater in a mall.  The manager asked him:  “What would you do in 
case a fire breaks out?” 
 
He said:  “Don’t worry about me.  I’d get out okay.” 
 
That’s how it is with us sometimes, isn’t it? 
 
“What if Jesus were to come back tomorrow?” 
 
“Oh, don’t worry about me.  I’d be okay.” 
 
Yes, but you see, you’re an usher.  It’s not enough to just get yourself out.  You’re responsible 
for helping others get out.  You’re a witness.  You’re an ambassador.  It’s not enough to just 
know that you’re going to heaven.  You have a responsibility – I have a responsibility, we 
have a responsibility – to be witnesses and ambassadors for Jesus in our sphere of influence, 
wherever it is, because we want others to go to heaven, too. 
 
The witness of your life is incredibly important.  If your life contradicts the gospel message, 
your witness in words will have no credibility.  How you live as a follower of Jesus matters 
big-time.  It is true, as someone (William Barclay) has said, that “a saint” is a person whose 
life (or witness) makes it easier to believe in God.  We should all aspire, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to be the kind of person who makes it easier for others to believe in God.  How? • By producing the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). • By modeling the qualities Jesus commends in the Beatitudes – by being humble or 
poor in spirit, merciful, and pure in heart; by hungering and thirsting for righteousness; 
by being peacemakers; by enduring opposition and persecution for the sake of God’s 
kingdom (Matthew 5:3-12). • By imitating God, as His dearly loved children, and living a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God 
(Ephesians 5:1-2). • By living such exemplary lives among unbelievers that they will find no good, 
justifiable reason to accuse us or condemn us, but may see our good deeds and glorify 
our Father in heaven (1 Peter 2:12; Matthew 5:16). 
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The witness of your life is enormously important.  But it is not enough.  How we get along 
with one another at church is vitally important.  But it is not enough.  Being nice to your 
neighbors is important,.  But it is not enough. 
 
A silent witness is not enough. 
 
We have been given the task of introducing others to the Savior.  We have been 
commissioned to tell others about who God is and the wonderful things He has done for us.  
The message of the gospel – the message of salvation, of forgiveness, of peace with God, of 
reconciliation with God and one another – has been entrusted to us.  Personally and 
communally.  This message must be communicated in words as well as actions. 
 
SAVED AND SENT 
 
God, in His great grace, saves us.  And then He sends us out.  He sends us out.  Once we 
belong to Him, He wants to use us to reach others with the gospel.  Which means we cannot 
be content just to sit in our pews and sing our worship songs and hymns and listen to a 
sermon Sunday after Sunday and attend our Bible studies and small groups.  We’ve got to get 
the salt out of the saltshaker and into the world. 
 
A witness has got to be a witness.  An ambassador for Christ has got to represent Christ and 
His message to the world. 
 
COME … GO … COME 
 
Think of the movement of the gospel.  Jesus came to us in the fullness of time to do for us on 
the cross what we could never do for ourselves.  Having come to us and died for us, Jesus 
says:  “Come to me.”  When we come to Him and receive the gift of salvation, Jesus says:  
“Go.  Go into the world to preach the gospel and to make disciples. You are my witnesses, my 
ambassadors.”  So He sends us out.  We go in His name, and we invite the people He puts in 
our path to come to Him in faith, in the same way that we, by His grace, came to Him. 
 
THINK AND ACT 
 
For this to have any impact in our lives, we’ve got to think like witnesses.  We’ve got to think 
like ambassadors.  We need to be on the lookout for people God places in our path with whom 
we can share the gospel message.  It doesn’t have to be all at once.  But it needs to be done.  
We need to be intentional about seeking and seizing opportunities to tell others about Jesus 
and the difference that knowing Him has made in our lives.  We need to think like witnesses 
to the gospel.  We need to think like ambassadors who represent the Lord Jesus Christ.  And 
then we need to act.  In Jesus’ name. 
 
Forward is the direction Jesus is calling us.  Let us go forward in witness through our words 
and our lives, to the glory of His name.  Lord, let it be so in us.  Amen. 


