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Sermon preached at Faith Presbyterian Church, Kingstowne, Virginia, 

on Sunday, August 12, 2018, by Rev. Jim Byrnes 

 

LIFE BY DESIGN 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

What is going on in this nation? It is my prayer that we as believers and followers of Christ 

would do everything we can to reflect Jesus Christ in the interpersonal relationships and care that 

we have, that we communicate love, and that words of evil and violence-- all those things would 

just be taken away. And so, could we pray and continue to pray? And I guess it's around 2 

o'clock today. Two groups will be coming, both of them seem to be preparing for violence. And 

it's just so sad. Who would want a repeat what happened in Charlottesville? They're calling for 

that to happen, so we as the people of God must stand up for truth. 

 

Stand up for love-- and the pigment of skin is to have nothing to do with how we love people or 

differentiate. Let us be people that are filled with love in a world that now is getting very, very 

confused and very, very hard. How many would be willing to pray for unity and peace in the 

midst of that today? If so, raise your hand. Wonderful, wonderful!  

 

I'm going to read a very familiar passage. “For it is by Grace you've been saved by faith and not 

of yourself. It is the gift of God, not by works, lest any man should boast. For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do. We are saved by grace. 

 

What do you do with your life? What do you do with your life? Oh, don't say I'm too old. Don't 

say I'm too young. The Bible makes it clear to old hippie to all. I'm sixty-three now. I couldn't 

remember. That's all. Colonel Sanders started Kentucky Fried Chicken with his Social Security 

check. Don't say you're too young. You're not too young. You college students can change your 

campus. Remember critics and cynics do not change the world. It's people that have purpose and 

are filled with the love of God that do it well.  

 

There was a man walking by a construction site and three people were pouring concrete. He 

walked by them and said, “Hey, what are you all doing? And he got three different responses. 

Which one is you? 

• The first one said, “I’m earning five hundred dollars a week.” 

• The second one said, “Well, I'm pouring concrete for a foundation.” 

• The third one stood up puffed up his chest. He looked up in the sky and he said, “I'm building 

a big cathedral.  

Five hundred a week, pour concrete, or , building a cathedral-- what are you doing with your 

life? 

 

For it is by Grace you've been saved by faith. Jesus Christ has saved you. He has pulled you out 

of the direction of this world. What are you doing with your life? Don't just do your job. Do the 

purpose in your job. Be the person with purpose. Be someone who knows why you're going to 

school, why you're going to work, why you're doing what you're doing. Are you lost in the 
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details? Are you lost in the weeds? Have you forgotten what your life is about and say 500 a 

week? 

 

Remember the big picture. Jesus Christ has saved you in a world that is going to hell. He’s pulled 

you out, but he's pulled you out for a reason. There is a reason and we live our lives almost by 

default rather than by design we go through our day, not thinking that God has a plan, but just 

going through things. What's next? What's next? And we sort of default into things. 

 

I have three main points: 

 

1. We're saved by grace not by works, which most people know but it’s important to know. 

2. We're saved for good works, not by good works. Notice the difference. 

3. We're saved for action, for a purpose.  

 

Mark Twain, an atheist, said that there are two great days, two important days you should know. 

The first one was when you were born and the second one is to know why you were born. Why 

did God choose you to be in this congregation, to be in this city? To be in that work. Why did 

God ordain it, anoint it, erect it? So you could be in that neighborhood, here in the office, in the 

school. He has you there. Why? He’s done it for a reason! 

 

We're saved by grace not by works. Of course, our passport and ticket to heaven is Jesus Christ. 

He fills us with His love. We do not earn it, not a lot more than a little child receives a gift,  a 

little one or two year old. The most they do is put their hands out and at the most you can expect 

is a thank-you. That's what we're like. We receive that grace. We don't earn it. 

 

The legend goes that Abraham Lincoln, after the Civil War, was visited by a liberated slave who 

came into his office. (Can you imagine this? I understand this used to happen, that you could 

almost go in and talk to Lincoln. I think it must have been amazing.) The liberated slave walked 

in and threw a silver dollar down on Lincoln’s desk. The man said that he didn’t want anyone to 

give him anything. He said, “I don’t want my freedom given to me. I want to earn it, so I’m 

giving you this silver dollar.” So Lincoln chatted with the man for a while and then he took him 

over to the window. I don't know how true this was, but the legend goes that they looked out the 

window toward Arlington Cemetery, at the rows of graves. Lincoln said to the man, “You can’t 

pay for all the lives that were given for your freedom. You can’t pay for that, you just have to 

take it and take it.” 

 

We can't pay for what we've already been given. Jesus Christ prayed paid for our liberation and 

we can't pay for it we receive it. We receive and those of us that want to boast and say I'm better 

than the person down next door to me or I'm better here better there they're missing the whole 

point we are saved by grace not by work so that no one can boast and those that boast on their 

religion on their faith on their achievements before God do not truly understand the gift of grace 

that we've been given when we realize that for the first time. 

 

Open up and realize that all the striving and the attempting to try to please God is really getting 

in the way of following God. He has a plan for us and it's good, but are saved for good works not 
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by good works. Good works are something that we get to do, not what bring us to a higher status 

with God. We cannot do it. We can't earn it.  

 

Let me get to the third point, which is what I really wanted talk about. We are saved for a reason. 

We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. The word “workmanship” in the in the original 

language is the word we get for poetry. We are God's workmanship or handiwork in putting a 

poem together. Literally, we are the part where the words were exactly chosen and they were put 

together. We are as handiwork, something he's worked very hard at to make us just the way we 

are. And he's still doing touch ups on us now.  

 

Michelangelo was chipping away at a big rock and someone came up to him and said, “What are 

you doing?” And he said, “I'm liberating an angel from this piece of stone.” God takes us as that 

stone. He chips away at us. Sometimes it hurts. He's working on us, but he's chipping away for 

the purpose for which he made us, the purpose he has for us. What he has for us in life, he wants 

to recreate, and touch us up, and make us ready for that. We are saved by grace. We are 

sanctified, and that's the continual process after salvation, to become more and more like Jesus 

Christ. The word “sanctification” is a biblical word that means becoming more and more like a 

saint, becoming more and more like Jesus Christ. We have been saved for sanctification. We 

have been saved to make a difference in the world. 

 

There was this beach. I don't know where it was, but I've heard about it. What happened was 

thousands of starfish got washed up on the beach and then the tide went out. The starfish were 

just all over the beach and they were going to dry up and die. And a little boy saw this. He said, 

“Mommy, the starfish are going to die.” So he started picking up the starfish and throwing back 

into the water. Oh my gosh, they're all going to die. They're going to drown and die. And he was 

feeling bad about it. 

 

An older man came up to the boy and said, “Hey kid, there are thousands of starfish here. That's 

not going to make a difference. As the boy picked up a starfish and threw it back it into the 

water, he said, “’Made a difference to that one.” He picked up another one, threw it back into the 

water and said, “’Made a difference to that one.” He continued. “’Made a difference to that one. 

’Made a difference to that one. ’Made a difference to that one.” Don't let anyone ever tell you 

that it will not make a difference. 

 

Every interaction the Congregation of Faith Presbyterian Church has in between Sundays is the 

salt and light of Jesus Christ, going out in this community, communicating the love of Jesus 

Christ with power and grace. 

 

You know, there was this little boy in England. His name was Charlie Simpson, a 7-year-old. 

Seven-year-old Charlie Simpson in the United Kingdom. And he loved to ride his bicycle around 

the park, holding onto his mom, a single mom. He could only ride in the park around a half-mile 

circle. When he was at home watching television, he saw the destruction that occurred in Haiti 

with the earthquake. When he went to bed that night he said to his mother, “Mom, I feel so bad 

for the kids in Haiti.” Charlie felt that the only thing he could do is ride my bicycle. So with the 

help of his mother, he set up a Go-Fund-Me page to raise money. Every time he went around the 

circle on his bicycle in the park, he would raise money. That little 7-year-old  for the children in 
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raised two-hundred-and-nine-thousand pounds for the children in Haiti. Makes a Difference. 

Makes a difference. 

 

Do not say I'm too young. Do not say I'm too old. Do not say I've got these issues. Everyone has. 

Look in the Bible. Every person in the Bible had issues; every one of them. God has a plan for 

you. And it is a plan to change the world. Critics and cynics will not change the world. They look 

down their nose at everybody else. They cross their arms and say, “I can't believe that dumb kid, 

those starfish, riding a bike around a circle-- it's not going to make any difference! Two-hundred-

nine-thousand pounds-- that's not going to even make a dent and you can’t get the money to the 

people in Haiti anyway! That's stupid!” 

 

Made a difference. God has good works laid out for you to do. This weeks, he's got people that 

you're going to run into that need the love of Jesus Christ. He's got people that he's put this week 

in his plan. You're going to run into someone on Wednesday who is going to need to hear about 

the love of Jesus Christ. Are you going to be ready? 

 

This is not to make you feel guilty. No. Your salvation is already covered. You're already set. 

You're going to heaven if you believe in Jesus Christ. But guess what? On Wednesday there's 

somebody. 

 

I just got back from a flight. I went out to a conference in San Diego and I sat down in a plane 

and I thought, oh good, they’ve got one of those free TV movies. Great! What do I get to see? 

Then this woman sat down in the middle seat. (Which, you know, that middle seat. I wanted that 

middle seat for my laptop or my book.) Well, when she sat down, we started to talk. Usually, I 

don't always like to chat, but you know, you want to be polite. So, we start to talk and I asked, 

“What are you going to San Diego for? “Well, do you really want to know?” she says. At that 

point, I turn the TV off. I said, “Sure, tell me why you’re going to San Diego.” She said, “My 

son has an incurable disease. They've not been able to find an answer and a group of doctors are 

meeting in San Diego. My son has been turned down for two clinical trials already. He's only 

four-years-old and they don't expect him to live very long, so I'm going to see if I can talk them 

into letting my little son be in a clinical trial. And possibly save his life.” 

 

And I said, “Wow! This is an important trip for you. Can I pray for you?” She goes, “I've 

stopped praying. I've stopped praying to God and I’m no doing well. I said, “ I can understand 

your hurt, but I still like to pray for you so right you right now.” There was a guy in the window 

seat who didn't know what to do. He started digging into his book a little more. People behind us 

are listening and I prayed for her son. Tears poured out of her eyes and I said, “Look, I hope it 

goes well.” I wish I could end this story by telling you that she got the clinical trial. No, I didn’t 

even get her name. Don't be mad at me. I see one of you rolling my eyes. Don't be that way. I 

didn't get her name. 

 

God has some interactions for you this week where you can communicate the love of Jesus 

Christ wherever you go, on purpose, intentionally. That will make a difference. And it ain't just 

Wednesday. It is today. It's Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday. Why did he save 

you? Why did he pull you out of the direction of the world and put you where he wanted to go? 

It is for this. 
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I make 500 week. Is this a point of foundation or is this a building a cathedral? I'm building a 

life. God has a purpose and plan for you. It's a wonderful plan and he's laid out some blessings 

for you this week. Will you live the life that he has designed? Will you get up in the morning 

with eyes and hearts and minds open to Him with a mindset that's here? 

 

Say, Lord Jesus what do you have for me today? You've put me on this earth. He has a plan. Fill 

me with your Holy Spirit and give me Your grace and love to be sensitive and caring, to see the 

needs. And may it start with my family, start with my neighbor, and anyone you put in my path.  

 

Father in Heaven, thank you so for all you've given us. Thank you 

that we live in a country that allows us to worship without the fear of 

being shut down. We thank you so much for your grace and your 

love and we pray that as we go from here, we would go as your 

ambassadors of love and grace. As we go from here, we would go 

filled with your power and strength and courage, to be your people in 

a world that is hurting, that doesn't even know where to turn. And 

Lord God, may our message be clear and our love be pure.  

In Jesus name, AMEN. 


