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JOHN 3:8 

 

“The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 

hear its sound, but you cannot tell where 

it comes from or where it is going.” 

 

THE SOUND OF THE WIND 

 

 

Today, in the calendar of the Christian Year, is Pentecost Sunday, when we remember 

how, after the resurrection and ascension of our Lord, the disciples were gathered in a house in 

Jerusalem on the Jewish feast of Pentecost and were visited with signs from heaven. In Acts 

2:2,4 we read that “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting... And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

The wind was held to symbolize the Spirit of God Who was entering the lives of those waiting 

believers to bestow upon them new life and power and blessing. 

 

Peter explained this as the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel which we read this morning, 

in which God foretold that “afterward I will pour out My Spirit on all people... And everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Joel 2:28,32). We recall that on that Day of 

Pentecost alone, no less than 3,000 people, as a result of Peter’s preaching, called on the name of 

the Lord, and were saved. 

 

So, the Holy Spirit came as a “mighty rushing wind.” Now compare that statement with 

the words of Jesus to Nicodemus in our text: “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 

sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from, or where it is going.” 

 

It is interesting to note that in the Greek language the word for “spirit” is “pneuma.” But 

“pneuma” has two meanings; it is the word for “spirit,” but it is also the regular word for “wind.” 

The tires on your car are called “pneumatic” tires, which simply means that they are filled with 

“wind” or “air.” You see a man digging up the highway with a drill. It is called a “pneumatic” 

drill because it is powered by “air” or “wind.” 

 

So, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “You can hear and feel the wind (the pneuma); but you do 

not know where it comes from or where it is going.” You may not understand how and why the 

wind blows, but you can see what the wind does. You may not understand where a windstorm 

comes from, and where it is going to, but you can see the trail of flattened grain fields and 

uprooted trees which that wind leaves behind it. There are many things about the wind you may 

not understand, but the effect of the wind is plain for all to see. 

 

“So,” Jesus went on, “the Spirit (the “Pneuma of God”) is exactly the same.” You cannot 

see the Holy Spirit, any more than you can see the wind. You may not know how the Holy Spirit 

works, but you see the effects of the Spirit in redeemed human lives, in the ministries of the 



Church, and in the life of the world. 

 

As you study the history of the Christian Church down through almost twenty centuries, it 

is almost awesome to see how, in every generation, the Holy Spirit employs new and exciting 

ways to accomplish His work of introducing men and women, boys and girls, to our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The wind of the Spirit blows in different ways! 

 

Just within the past five years the Spirit of God has revealed to us another of these new 

and exciting methods of evangelism. Less than ten years ago a successful young business man, 

Norm Whan, was converted, and his life was miraculously changed. He had lived only to make 

money and to enjoy the material things of life. But now his deepest concern was to share Christ 

with those whose lives are empty and unfulfilled because they do not know our Savior. 

 

He was a professional consultant for companies across America on how to use the 

telephone to start new businesses. And soon the Holy Spirit led him to ask this question, “Could 

God use this method to plant new churches?” And God said. to him, “Try it and see!” 

 

The result has been that already millions of phone calls have been made, approximately 

80,000 formerly unchurched people have become regular church attenders, thousands of them 

have become committed Christians, and 400 new churches have been established - and all 

through calling people on the telephone! 

 

Most of us feel more comfortable talking to people on the telephone than going door to 

door telling them about our church; and, of course, it is not nearly so time-consuming. As well as 

that, the person receiving the phone call feels less threatened than he would if you suddenly 

appeared at his front door. 

 

I believe God is going to bless this outreach program here at Faith. I feel confident that our 

congregation is going to experience sudden growth, and our committees of Session are already 

gearing up for this. 

 

Mind you, in some places across the country there has been resistance to this new method 

of evangelism. When they have heard about it, some people have said immediately, “Oh, it’s far 

too cold and commercial; it’s not ‘spiritual’ enough or personal enough; and it simply won’t 

work.” And, of course, they have uttered the famous “seven last words” of the Church: 

 

“We’ve never done it this way before!” 

 

But we’re not going to accept those criticisms as valid until we launch out and use this method of 

evangelism ourselves. 

 

I want to make it perfectly clear that we are not on an ego trip, with visions of a super 

church; but we are deeply concerned about the thousands of people within a three-mile radius of 

our church, who are as yet unreached by the Gospel. We feel responsible before God for their 

eternal salvation. And what an opportunity all of us have to reach out to them, because we are a 

congregation of God’s people where newcomers will feel comfortable, where they will know that 



they are loved and accepted. 

 

Even as we see growth taking place, we will see also an increase in joyous fellowship one 

with another, with no one neglected, but everyone busy about the Master’s business. Here is a 

glorious opportunity to experience first century Church growth by using twentieth century 

technology to the glory of God! 

 

So, when you are approached with a view to participating in this phone ministry, please 

accept the invitation as a call from Christ Himself to do His work, as He opens your heart to see 

new possibilities for witness and service. Remember, too, that you will receive specific 

instruction, through a training session, as to how to make the phone call. And another thing - we 

do not know of any church in the metropolitan area that has employed this method of reaching 

people. We intend to make between 20,000 and 30,000 phone calls - and each initial call need 

not last more than 60—90 seconds, as you will discover. 

 

Norm Whan has told how soon after his conversion, he attended a seminar on Church 

Growth, conducted by Dr. Peter Wagner of Fuller Theological Seminary. He was deeply 

impressed by what he learned, and as he left for home, he asked God for two things: 

 

(1) He prayed, ”Lord, let me be a doer -- by putting this teaching into action”; and 

 

(2) “Lord, don’t let me be a dumb doer” - and he defines a “dumb” doer as” someone 

who pays money to have an expert teach him or her how to do something 

successfully, and then the person goes back home and does things the same old way 

they have always been done”! 

 

We don’t want to be “dumb” doers, do we? 

 

But now, let Norm Whan and his friends in Upland, California, speak for themselves, in 

their short film entitled, The Phone’s for You! 

 

 

 

 

AMEN! 


