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(Left to right) Ryan Spielman, Peggy Hawrysko, Marian Ried and Bud Ried drive in a Ford Model-T during the Fourth of July Parade in Northbrook. EVAN THOMAS/22ND CENTURY MEDIA
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Northbrook traditions abound at Fourth of July parade  
DANIELLE PERLIN, Staff Writer

Northbrook residents and 
out-of-towners lined pic-
nic chairs along the annual 
Fourth of July Parade route 
on Friday while children 
awaited candy to fill their 
empty bags. 

About 72 parade partici-
pants drove, walked or rode 
on floats east up Cherry Lane 
in Northbrook, celebrating 
Independence Day with loud 
music, friendly smiles and 
family fun. 

Scott Dickey, who now 
lives in Mississippi but grew 
up in Northbrook, recalled 
when he was part of the 
parade with the Glenbrook 
North High School march-
ing band. 

“I get to see a lot of friends 
I grew up with,” he said of 
his visit to his hometown pa-
rade. “This is usually what 
everyone comes to on Fourth 
of July.”

His mother, Beth Dick-
ey, has not missed a single 
Northbrook Fourth of July 
Parade in nearly 30 years.

“It’s a good way to start 
the celebration. … I like 
[that the parade] is in the 
afternoon,” she said, noting 
her family barbecue tradi-
tionally starts after the pa-
rade and culminates with the 
Northbrook fireworks. “You 
have Christmas and Thanks-
giving, they’re all about 
family. So this is just an-
other family holiday where 
everyone gathers. [The pa-
rade] is a great way to have 
an activity.”

Linda Misch has lived in 
Northbrook for 41 years and 
also teaches at St. Norbert 
School. She came to the pa-
rade with her daughter, Amy 
Andrews, and two grand-
children, 7-year-old Abby 
Andrews and 5-year-old 
Brady Andrews. Abby said 
she was most excited for the 
candy and the music, but her 

brother was looking forward 
to the floats.

“Just to see all the children 
that I have in school and be 
here with my grandchildren 
is very special,” Misch said. 

“I know a lot of people on 
the floats. I guess I’ve lived 
in Northbrook so long … it’s 
fun to see everybody.”

Amy Andrews has been 
coming to the local parade 

since childhood.
"It’s the best parade in any 

of the surrounding towns," 
she bragged. “It’s Fourth of 
July, celebrating our country 
and everything we stand for. 
… I loved [the parade] as a 
kid, and now I love being 
here with my kids, watching 
them get excited.”

Northbrook resident Ryan 
Heisinger watches the pa-
rade on the corner of Cherry 
Lane and Butternut Lane 
every year with friends 
and neighbors.

“A lot of us lived down 
Butternut Lane our entire 
lives, and so we come back 
to Butternut to see our fam-
ily [and] friends because it’s 
a place where everyone con-
gregates,” he said, noting the 
group also grills and watches 
fireworks from a parking lot 
off of Shermer Road. “There 
are always one or two parties 
[happening] on the block, 
and it’s nice to be able to 
see different neighbors and 
watch little kids grow up. 
I feel like that was us 15 
years ago.”

Northbrook's Robert Sholty (left), 8, laughs with his brother, 
William, 4, at the parade. EVAN THOMAS/22ND CENTURY MEDIA

Young clowns decked greet everyone at the Northbrook 
Fourth of July Parade. PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Northbrook Historical Society members (left to right) Carl 
Yudell, Norm Victorson and Ron Schinleber as a "timeline."

Northbrook's Ray Zenimoto, 5, rides his bike in the Kids Bike Parade just before the annual 
Fourth of July Parade. EVAN THOMAS/22ND CENTURY MEDIA


