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Weston Police Chief John Troxell spoke to the Police Commission during 
its meeting Jan. 10. — Margaret Wirtenberg photo 

 

 
The proposed gun ordinance that put Weston in the national spotlight will 
keep it there for a little while longer. 

The item, which would tighten gun regulation in the town, was on the 
agenda of a special meeting of the Weston Police Commission, held 
Thursday. But the commission voted to table discussion of the proposed 
ordinance after learning that town Selectman Dennis Tracey was making 
last-minute changes to the document. 



Rick Phillips, commission chairman, said he did not feel comfortable 
discussing a proposal that was not yet finalized. He said Mr. Tracey had 
called him at 6:00pm that evening to tell him the ordinance had been 
substantially changed. 

“We have not seen the revised document,” Mr. Phillips said at the start of 
the meeting, to a room of about 30 people. “I’m not quite sure why the 
Police Commission is being asked to pass upon a document that we have 
not yet seen.” 

Mr. Tracey, who was not at the commission meeting, said he and the two 
other Selectmen had agreed two weeks ago to make revisions to the 
current draft of the ordinance, which would revise an existing ordinance 
passed in 1990. “At that time, the board requested that I work with 
members of the community to address the comments that had been made 
at the meeting,” Mr. Tracey said.  

Those revisions are still not complete, and until the Board of Selectmen 
votes on the changes at its Jan. 17 meeting, the older draft of the 
ordinance, dated Jan. 2, is still official. First Selectman Gayle Weinstein, 
who attended the commission meeting, pushed the Police Commission to 
discuss the Jan. 2 document, stating “making revisions to a document 
does not mean the document has been revised.”  

--- 

Most of the commissioners, however, disagreed with Ms. Weinstein, 
arguing any change in language to the ordinance could be critical. 

“I would rather have one thorough discussion as the selectmen have 
proposed it and will make it final,” Commissioner Susan Moch said. “I don’t 
want to be sitting here and wasting everybody’s time.” 

According to Mr. Phillips, the primary changes to the draft ordinance are to 
laws regarding gun registration. Mr. Tracey made those changes after 
consulting with Mark Harper, Weston’s animal control officer, on issues of 
“feasibility and enforceability,” and apparently did so without Mr. Phillips’ 
consent. After the meeting, Mr. Phillips said he felt “appalled and insulted” 
by Mr. Tracey’s unilateral actions. 

But Mr. Tracey insisted he has consulted with Mr. Phillips’ board, as well 
as Chief Police John Troxell, on the gun registration issue. Chief Troxell, 
for his part, had advocated keeping the 1990 ordinance until debate 
changing gun laws on the state and national level settle down. At the 



meeting he promised to work with the town on whatever is passed, but he 
said was concerned about his department’s ability to monitor a gun 
registration list. If the ordinance requires gun registration with the Police 
Department, he said, the department, which currently has five active 
officers, may need to hire additional personnel. 

--- 

Despite tabling discussion of the ordinance, the commission allowed for 10 
minutes of questions and comments from the public. Weston resident Bob 
Ferguson asked if the commission had access to research that would 
validate or abate the necessity of an updated gun ordinance. Mr. Phillips 
said the commission would do relevant research only after the selectmen 
have passed a document.  

Other residents asked specifically about the proposed gun registration 
clause in the ordinance but Commissioner Jess DiPasquale said Mr. 
Tracey was already considering their concerns, which had been expressed 
at previous meetings. “On that particular concern,” Mr. DiPasquale said, “I 
think you should rest easy.” 

That reassurance was welcomed by many townspeople at the meeting, 
including Stephen Young, who said he did not think the town should “set 
itself up” for constitutional battles. “I think the town has more immediate 
fish to fry dealing with town-level issues, as opposed to trying to lead the 
country or the state,” he said. 

Selectman Tracey later said he does not believe that registration of 
firearms by the town is “advisable.”   

Forum reporter Patricia Gay contributed to this story. 

	  


