
Here Are Ten Tips That Are Helping Green Builders and Contractors Meet 

Their Environmental Responsibilities 

Countless construction workers and contractors wonder about their role when it comes 

to green building and environmental responsibility. Contractors working in small to 

medium sized businesses without giant legal and compliance departments to help 

them sort through all the new laws are worried about legal exposure if they do 

something wrong. 

The first thing builders need to understand is that green building is not a passing fad 

that will go away. Planning structures to be eco-efficient and sustainable is not simply 

a trend. This is an important aspect of our future, and the focus on green building 

appears to be growing. Ethical business systems and a legitimate commitment to the 

areas in which we work and build are just as important as making money.  

Contractors worldwide are reevaluating their construction techniques to make them 

more energy efficient and environmentally friendly. It is generally just as expensive to 

build the “old-fashioned” way as it is to incorporate a little extra planning into each 

construction project to ensure a quality product. 

Contractors can offset the added cost of using efficient systems by taking advantage 

of tax credits and other applicable programs where available like sustainable 

materials, Low-VOC paints, and reclaimed or surplus building products.  

If you want to better understand how to play your part when it comes to 

environmental responsibility here are ten tips for new developments in green building. 

 It may be easier to build a new construction project following the green design 

methodology than to retro-fit an existing structure because of possible inherent 

design flaws. 

 One tactic contractors can take full advantage of is drawing up window plans to 

utilize passive solar energy that aids in maintaining proper indoor temperature. 

Ensuring that all the windows are facing the correct direction will not cost any 

more than installing the window facing the wrong direction. This is a great 

example of green design that does not add additional expense and has a 

measurable impact on sustainability. 

 Pre-installing and future-proofing new construction projects may play a 

significant role in helping green building go mainstream. The expense of 

renewable installations such as solar is decreasing as the technology gains 

traction with consumers.  

 Not only should new construction projects be planned with a good southern 

exposure, but mounting brackets on roofs and pre-wiring for renewable 



installations is a must. Even if builders don’t plan to install these features it’s 

still cheaper for the homeowner to have their space pre-wired in the long run. 

 Contractors should consider obtaining additional training and/or certifications. 

The U.S. Green Building Council supports the LEED for Homes Raters 

program. Home Raters are authorized to judge the degree to which a property 

has been constructed according to accepted environmental sustainability 

standards. 

 Consumers are concerned about green building initiatives. In February 2011 a 

poll of Angie’s List members establish that half of the people surveyed plan to 

incorporate green building elements in their houses this year, but want to learn 

more first. Builders who educating themselves will be in a position to educate 

their customers and better market their services. 

 Contractors should use Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore as a resource. 

 According to some estimates, existing homes account for 94% of buildings in 

the United States. These homes are 30 years old on average and most have 

drafty doors and windows as well as poorly insulated walls, attics, and crawl 

spaces. Furthermore, these properties are responsible for 21% of the country’s 

carbon emissions. This presents a tremendous opportunity for builders who 

educate themselves to take advantage of the situation. 

 The National Association of Home Builders plans to implement the first and 

only national ratings standard for remodeled homes. Contacting them for more 

information can place contractors ahead of the competition.  

 The first countrywide green residential remodeling manual for existing homes 

titled REGREEN, can be found online at regreenprogram.org. The U.S. Green 

Building Council (USGBC) partnered with The American Society of Interior 

Designers Foundation and dozens of building experts to create this resource.    

The sustainable and green movement will protect the environment and improve 

quality of life. In addition to saving money long-term, people who choose green 

builders will reap the health benefits of living or working in a space built with non-

toxic materials, better air quality, and eco-efficient capabilities. 
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