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Books and paper won’t
be the only things waiting
for students in South Jer-
sey when they return to
school in September.
There also will be an op-
portunity to join one of the
area’s newest service-
learning clubs — Interact,
for middle and high
school age students age 12
to 18; and Rotaract, for
college students age 18 to
30. Part of Rotary Interna-
tional’s “New Genera-
tions” Youth Service pro-
gram, named for the
younger members of the
Rotary family, these clubs
are growing throughout
South Jersey as local Ro-
tary Club members work
with schools and commu-
nities to bring them to life. 

South Jersey is home to
the most Interact clubs in
the country. 

“Little did Paul Harris
know when he founded
Rotary for business pro-
fessionals in 1905, that it
would one day add thou-
sands of youth to its
ranks, as we work to pre-
pare the next generation
of leaders,” said Melanie
Druziako, youth service
director for Rotary Dis-
trict 7640 and a member
of the Rotary Club of
Vineland. “We are proud
of what we’ve accom-

plished so far and look for-
ward to growing this im-
portant program in the
year ahead.”

In addition to Interact
and Rotaract clubs, New
Generation Youth Ser-
vices also includes the Ro-
tary Youth Leadership
Awards and Youth Ex-
change programs. “The
Rotary Clubs in District
7640 (South Jersey) sent
165 high school juniors to
RYLA this summer,” Dru-
ziako said. “Our largest
delegation to date, these
students spent a week at
the Richard Stockton Col-
lege of New Jersey, where

they gained valuable lead-
ership skills, learned
about career opportuni-
ties and met many new
friends along the way. RY-
LA is one of our most pop-
ular programs and an im-
portant part of Rotary’s
investment in the future.” 

The Rotary Youth Ex-
change program is for
young adults. 

Exchanges can be
short- or long-term, and
students live with host
families. While the specif-
ics differ by country, stu-
dents can spend up to a
year abroad attending
school, learning a new lan-

guage, experiencing a
new culture and touring
the country. 

The Rotary Club of
Vineland recently hosted
a student from Italy. She
lived with a Rotary family
and spent 10 months in the
U.S. While here, she at-
tended Vineland High
School, graduated cum

laude with her class, was a
member of the Vineland
High School Interact
Club, attended Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards
and made a lifetime of
memories.

The district will send
nine students abroad as
Youth Ambassadors for
the coming year.

For information on
how to become involved in
local New Generations
Youth Service programs,
email Druziako at in-
fo@vinelandrotary.com.
For Rotary information,
visit www.vineland
rotary.com, www.
rotarydistrict7640.org or
www.rotary.org.

Rotary reaches out to local youths
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Interact members participated in a local road cleanup project.
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Interact members participated in “Project Green,” which was
designed to prevent beach erosion through the planting of
thousands of dune grass plants along the Atlantic City
shoreline. 

From staff reports

Alison A. Pagano has
been accepted to SUNY
Upstate Medical Univer-
sity in Syracuse with a tu-
ition waiver and a stipend
payment. She will begin
classes this month and
plans to work toward her
doctorate in infectious
diseases and virology, in a
six-year program to ob-
tain her Ph.D./MD. Her
goal is to work with the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and
help develop cures for
deadly viruses. 

Pagano attended
Vineland Public Schools
from kindergarten
through grade 12, making
the Principal’s List every
marking period. She grad-
uated summa cum laude
from Vineland High
School in 2011 with a 4.35
grade-point average, and
enrolled in Rowan Univer-
sity in fall of 2011. She
earned her bachelor’s de-

gree in biological science
in three years. At gradua-
tion from Rowan this
year, she was honored for
the highest grade-point
average of the graduating
class in her minor of an-
thropology.

mmm
U.S. Air National

Guard Airman 1st Class
Anthony F. Ficcaglia
graduated from basic mil-

itary training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lack-
land in Texas. He is the
son of Douglas Ficcaglia
of Turnersville and Stacy
Desiere of Vineland, and
the grandson of Joan Gul-
lo of Vineland. He earned
a diploma from Sacred
Heart High School in
Vineland in 2011.

mmm
Edwin Cruz-Garcia, a

student at Cumberland
Regional High School,
completed a summer en-
richment program July 25
under the auspices of the
New Jersey Scholars Pro-

gram. The free, five-week
summer program, held at
The Lawrenceville School
in Lawrenceville, created
a rigorous interdisciplin-
ary experience for 39 gift-
ed, rising high school sen-
iors. 

The program, “Climate
Change and the Human
Experience,” examined
this subject through the
lenses of history and poli-
tics, literature, science,
sociology and anthropolo-
gy. 

The students learned
to think in an interdisci-
plinary way, relating the
key developments in
these disciplines to one
another. 

The students also per-
formed in an arts festival
featuring music, drama,
dance, poetry and art. The
academic experience cul-
minated in an interdisci-
plinary research project
and presentation.

Who’s News
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Alison A. Pagano

CELEBRATIONS
» Happy 17th birthday to
Geena Maria DeFoor,
who celebrates today. 

» Happy birthday to 
Charlie Biondi, who
celebrates Thursday. 

Fire co. auxiliary
sells subs in Dorothy

WEYMOUTH — Dorothy
Volunteer Fire Co. Ladies
Auxiliary will hold a sub
sale from 10 a.m. until all
sandwiches are sold out
on Saturday at the fire-
house, 70 Tuckahoe Road,
Dorothy.

Italian subs will be
available. Special order
subs can be requested in
advance. Call (609) 476-
2436.

5K to benefit
Vineland library

VINELAND — Local teen
Erica Coslop will organize
her third Book It 5K to
benefit Vineland Public
Library. Since 2012, the
event has raised more
than $3,000 for library
books and materials.

The third annual Book
It for the Vineland Public
Library 5K and 1-Mile Fun
Run/Walk will be held at 9
a.m. Sept. 27, rain or
shine, at South Vineland
Park, 429 W. Elmer Road.
Registration and check-in
will begin at 7:30 a.m. 

Entry fees for early
registration, until Sept. 25
online and 5 p.m. Sept. 26
at the library, are $20 for
the 5K and $15 for the fun
run/walk. Anyone who
registers by Sept. 13 will
receive a free T-shirt.

Race day entry fees are
$25 for the 5K and $15 for
the fun run/walk.

To register, visit
www.runsignup.com/
vplbookit5k or pick up a
form at the library. Poten-
tial runners/walkers also
may print a registration
form at
www.vinelandlibrary.org/
Childrens/registration-
form.pdf and return it to
the library.

For information, call
Young Adult Librarian Ni-
chole Gardner at (856)
794-4244, ext. 4246, or
email ngardner@
vinelandlibrary.org.

Ice cream sales to
help Make-A-Wish

For the second straight
year, Susquehanna Bank
will partner with ice
cream parlors to serve
“Stellar Ice Cream” to
help children through
Make-A-Wish.

Stellar Ice Cream can
be found at nine ice cream
shops in the tristate re-
gion, including 5 Points
Custard, 557 Tuckahoe
Road, East Vineland.
Hours are noon to 10 p.m.
daily.

Through Labor Day,
Susquehanna will donate
$1 for each sale to local
Make-A-Wish chapters,
which grant wishes to
children diagnosed with

serious medical condi-
tions. 

“We’re once again
thrilled to contribute to
such a worthy organiza-
tion as Make-A-Wish,
which brightens the lives
of children facing serious
health challenges,” bank
CEO Andrew Samuel said.
“Stellar Ice Cream is a fun
way to not only beat the
heat this summer, but
make a difference in the
life of a child.”

Friends Village
honors volunteers

WOODSTOWN —
Friends Village at Wood-
stown will launch a new
tradition next month. The
community is invited to
an anniversary celebra-
tion and visionaries re-
ception from 5 to 8 p.m.
Sept. 17 on the campus, 1
Friends Drive. The eve-
ning will celebrates
Friends Village’s history
of service to seniors and
recognize three visionary
honorees.

Barrie Foster, Dorothy
Kramme and Anna Rock-
ey will be recognized for
their contributions to
Friends Village. They’ll
be recognized “for the
countless hours of hard
work, bold dreams and
faith they invested in
bringing Friends Village
to this point,” Executive

Director Thomas B. Ly-
ons said.

Plans for the evening
include music; a wine,
hors d’oeuvres and des-
sert reception; a silent
auction; and a presenta-
tion to the honorees. 

Tickets are $10. The
reservation deadline is
Sept. 10. For reservations
or information, call Mary
Lou Frank at (856) 823-
0786, email
mfrank@fhaw.org or visit
www.friendsvillage.org.

Yard sale set this
week in Millville

MILLVILLE — The Com-
passionate Friends of
Cumberland County will
host a fundraising yard
sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday and Saturday at
1900 Wheaton Ave. Tax-
deductible donations will
be accepted. 

For information, call
(609) 805-1292 or visit
tcfforeverinourheart-
s.com.

Edgarton raffles off
ShopRite gift cards

NEWFIELD — Edgarton
Christian Academy is sell-
ing raffle tickets for a
chance to win $1,000 in
ShopRite gift cards. The
gift cards are redeemable
at any ShopRite grocery
store. The drawing will be

held at 7 p.m. Oct. 30 at the
school in Newfield, and
the winner does not need
to be present to win. 

Tickets are $10 per
chance and may be pur-
chased by calling Melissa
Knapp at the academy at
(856) 697-7300, ext. 304. 

Terror in Timbers
volunteers sought

PITTSGROVE — The Par-
vin State Park Apprecia-
tion Committee seeks
Halloween volunteers. 

This year’s Terror in
the Timbers will look dif-
ferent, and the committee
needs dedicated volun-
teers to assist in setting
up, haunting and breaking
down. 

Volunteers will be giv-
en special compensation,
if they attend all nights of
the event. 

Anyone who is inter-
ested in participating
should email parvin
volunteers@gmail.com.

Basket, bag bingo
to benefit school

STOW CREEK — Wood-
land Country Day School’s
first Basket & Bag Bingo
for the school year will be
held Sept. 26 at the school,
1216 Roadstown Road. 

Prizes will include
Coach, Michael Kors,
Kate Spade and Vera

Bradley bags. 
Doors will open at 5

p.m. and games will begin
at 7. Twenty games will be
played. 

Refreshments will be
available for purchase.
Raffles, including a 50/50
raffle, will be held.

Early bird tickets may
be purchased for $20
through Sept. 9. Tickets
purchased between Sept.
10 and Sept. 26 are $25. 

For tickets or informa-
tion, call (856) 453-8499,
ext. 112, or email
reesed@wcdsnj.org. 

Bingo event to fund
soup kitchens

MILLVILLE — Spirit and
Truth Ministries will host
Coach Bag Bingo at 5 p.m.
Oct. 24 at Millville Elks
Lodge No. 580, 1815 E.
Broad St.

Tickets, available in
advance only, are $25.
They include 10 games of
bingo and a door prize
ticket. Additional bingo
cards, basket auction
tickets and 50/50 raffle
tickets will be available at
the event. Food and drinks
will be available for pur-
chase.

Proceeds will benefit
Spirit & Truth Ministries
soup kitchens.

For tickets or informa-
tion, call (856) 692-2603 or
visit tinyurl.com/or33d5v.

Helping Hand

Broadway-inspired
ballet set in AC

ATLANTIC CITY —
“Ballet Goes Broadway”
is Atlantic City Ballet ar-
tistic director Phyllis
Papa’s new creation.
Performances are
scheduled for 4 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday in the
Celebrity Theater at the
Claridge Hotel.

Inspired by Broad-
way shows she saw as a
child, this ballet is made
up of music from the
shows that moved Papa
to have a career in the
performing arts. It also
marks the premiere of
Atlantic City Ballet’s En-
semble, a six-piece in-
strumental group that
will accompany the
dancers. The ensemble
is headed by musical di-
rector Paul LoPresti.

Tickets are $40 to $55
for ages 13 and older, and

$20 for 12 and younger. A
15 percent discount is
available for seniors,
who must call the box of-
fice to receive the dis-
count. For tickets or in-
formation, contact the
box office at (609) 348-
0031 or www.acballet.
org, or TicketMaster at
(800) 745-3000 or
www.ticketmaster.com.

Duck decoy carving
program planned

SOMERS POINT —
South Jersey’s author,
artist and decoy carver
own Anthony Hillman
will demonstrate the art
and history of local duck
decoy carving at 7 p.m.
Aug. 26 at Somers Point
Historical Museum, 745
Shore Road. He will dis-
play vintage duck and
goose decoys. The pro-
gram is free and open to
the public. 

Briefs


