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Mere mortal returns to her roots
Well-travelled local opera singer performs in opera centre opening

BY ANWAR ALI

After almost two decades of living
in some of the most distinguished
cities in the world, Adrianne
Pieczonka admits it was time to
come home. 

The venerable U.S.-born but
Canadian-raised opera singer, who
returns to the Canadian Opera
Company to reprise a role she
debuted in 2004, last lived in a
three-storey flat in Barnes,
England, a southwest London
neighbourhood along the Thames
River. And prior to her 11 years in
that city, she spent six years in
Vienna, where her career took off. 

She’s able to list off several other
cities where she’s made temporary
stops: Munich, Berlin, Barcelona,
Budapest, and Tokyo. In each city
she’s been, even though in some her
hotel was home, there was always a
neighbourhood establishment—a
restaurant or a café—that became a
regular haunt. 

So far the Annex is no different.
After an 18-year absence from
Toronto, the down-to-earth and
travel-weary lyric soprano, who
released her solo debut CD in
April, returned last August and
made this neighbourhood her
home. 

She already has a favourite locale,
Frangipane (215 Madison Ave.), a
pastry shop where she takes care of
her latte macchiato fix. And here, as
she had in Europe, she appreciates
being able to step outside her door
onto a vibrant street that immedi-
ately invites her inquisitive taste
buds.

“We wanted something that felt
urban,” Pieczonka said. “And for
having lived so many years in
Europe, where it’s wonderful that
you can leave your apartment and
you can go to a café or a restaurant.
I didn’t want to be in a suburban
situation that we’d have to get in
our car to go to the store.”

Yet she’s still getting reacquainted
with a neighbourhood that’s differ-
ent from the one she roamed
through in her days studying oper-
atic performance at the University
of Toronto. Quite honestly, she said
she doesn’t remember much of the
Annex from those days. And her
time here has been truncated
because of her commitments
abroad.

“I’ve been away a lot. I hope
there’s a lot more discovery to be
made,” she said. Indeed,
Pieczonka’s role as Sieglinde in the
Atom Egoyan-directed Die Walküre
will keep her in the city at least a
month before she leaves to make a
stop in Calgary. In Die Walküre, she
plays a mortal amongst gods and
monsters who takes a stranger into
her home. Sieglinde, who is unhap-
pily married, falls in love with the
stranger, unaware they were twins
separated at birth. Die Walküre is
the second part of Ring Cycle, the
largest production the Canadian
Opera Company has ever staged. It
also happens to be the inaugural
production at the recently built
Four Seasons Centre for the
Performing Arts (145 Queen St.
W.).

Pieczonka is the subject of exalt-
ed praise around the world. But
amongst the eloquent descriptions
of her voice, she’s mused about it
more succinctly.

“I’m a lyric soprano with dramat-
ic tendencies. I also consider myself
to be a singing actress. I think a lot
of people have conceptions of opera
singers as fat and they stand and
they don’t move around,” she said.
“I’m really into the acting side of
it.”

Pieczonka’s real life is not quite
so dramatic, but certainly she’s
making a transition. Part of the rea-
son for returning to Toronto was to
raise her 10-month-old daughter.
Pieczonka, 43, also said her entire
family resides in the GTA. And
unlike her European digs, there’s no
shortage of space in her 4,000-
square-foot house on Huron Street.

Interestingly, the house, built in
1892, is the oldest one she’s ever
lived in.

“I’ve got three close siblings who
live close by and my parents are
here,” she said. “And with us hav-
ing a little child I thought it’s time
to move home. I think as a
Canadian, I always did miss home.”

Looking ahead, Pieczonka pre-
dicted she’ll be singing for another
10 years. She said she’s in her prime
right now. As much as that’s true,
she hopes to find more opportuni-
ties to sing on this continent, and
especially in Toronto, the city
where she made her professional
soloist debut in the Lady Macbeth of
Minsk 20 years ago.

Die Walküre runs on Sept. 13, 20,
and 27 at the Four Seasons Centre for
the Performing Arts. For more infor-
mation, please call 416-363-6671.
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Actor David Fox stars as Henry V in Famous Victories of Henry V, an
upcoming performance at the Glen Morris Studio Theatre (4 Glen
Morris St.). His character is one that William Shakespeare adapted
from the Queen’s Men, a prestigious theatrical troupe. The modern-
day troupe Shakespeare and the Queen’s Men will embrace the rehears-
al techniques of yesteryear during its The Queen’s Men in London, a
theatrical experiment of open rehearsals and trial performances taking
place from Sept. 20 to Oct. 22 at the theatre. For more information
and a complete schedule, please call 416-978-5096, or visit
www.artsci.utoronto.ca/main.


