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Does your pulse quicken at themen-
tion of city planning, traffic manage-
ment, and affordable housing? Civic
affairs junkies take note: perhaps it is
time to get on a board.
“There are 44 of us on the council,

and there is no way we could fully
represent all citizens of the incredibly
diverse city we all live in,” said Coun-
cillor Adam Vaughan (Ward 20,
Trinity-Spadina). “There are over
120 boards and commissions in the
city, and the citizens lighten our load.
Their involvement is crucial. There
is no way the city can do that with-
out delegating the work.”
Most of Toronto’s agencies, com-

missions, and committees depend on
citizens’ involvement, and anyone
who lives in Toronto and possesses
specific skills, experiences, and inter-
ests can make a contribution.
PennyMilton, the citizen director

of theTorontoCommunityHousing
Corporation (TCHC), said she ini-
tially approached the citizens’ boards
as a way to learn about the role of so-
cial housing in a healthy city. “I was
very interested inmaking a contribu-
tion to the city. I work in education,
and I brought a broad knowledge of

government relations, community
involvement, and grassroots political
experiences to the position,” Milton
said. She now spends almost 20
hours per week at the TCHC in ad-
dition to her full-time job.
“The array of experience citizens

bring to the boards is amazing.
Archeology, marketing and commu-
nications, history, public policy, and
administration experts help the city
establish directions and respond to
the needs of the communities and
neighbourhoods,” said Rod Kelly,
development coordinator of
Heritage Toronto.
A long-standing interest in the his-

tory of the city and a desire to be an
advocate for his neighbourhood led
David Raymont to Heritage
Toronto’s board of directors six years
ago.
“When I heard that the city had

reorganized the involvement for citi-
zens, I applied to sit on the first board
of Heritage Toronto. Citizens work-
ing together can make important
changes. For example, the group of
volunteers and the community sug-
gested putting on the City of
Toronto’s Doors Open Festival. We
made it happen,” Raymont said.
He brought to the board a back-

ground in public relations and com-
munications, a degree in history, and
the energy and stamina needed to
work with a wide range of people
from different neighbourhoods.
“When I lived around [Jean]

Sibelius Square, I always wondered
why it was located right there, why
the neighbourhood was designed
that way,” Raymont said.
Most of the citizens on the boards

are volunteers, unless the time com-
mitment is great, or a specific legisla-
tion, like the Police Service Act,
requires symbolic remuneration.The
appointments committee receives
and reviews hundreds of applica-
tions.

All aboard
Citizens play crucial role at City Hall

BY ANWAR ALI

The University of Toronto ranks in
the top fourth of North American
schools for its environmental prac-
tices, according to an American
think tank. The Sustainable En-
dowments Institute, based in Cam-
bridge, Mass., gave U of T an A for
its administration of environmen-
tal policies, and a B-minus rating
for its overall efforts in sustainabil-
ity.
The university, with an endow-

ment of $1.4 billion, was one of 26
schools to have either an A or B-
level assessment. Its report card
highlighted the growing list of
projects run by the campus’s Sus-
tainability Office (5 Bancroft
Ave.), including the innovative
Rewire program.
“That’s successful thanks not

only to our wonderful staff but to
the leadership we have and the
support we have from the executive

of the university and the enthusi-
asm of the students,” said Beth
Savan, director of the Sustainabil-
ity Office.
One of the major undertakings

led by the Sustainability Office,
launched in 2005, is its retrofit
program that replaces lighting and
equipment to reduce energy usage
and greenhouse gas emissions. An-
other is Bike Chain, a campus cen-
tre that promotes biking culture
and proper bicycle maintenance.
But perhaps most ambitious is

the student-run Rewire campaign,
driven by peer-to-peer influence
that enacts behavioural changes.
The concept, started by two psy-
chology students as a study explor-
ing energy use in Trinity College,
transformed into a proactive ap-
proach to engage students to think
about how they use energy and
spread the word to others.
“So instead of the government

or the administration of U of T

saying ‘Thou shall save energy,’ we
try to use the social networks that
are in place to encourage the peo-
ple in those networks to distribute
the information and to make the
program their own,” said Sustain-
ability Office coordinator Chris
Caners.
Last year, a five-week pilot proj-

ect based on the original study put
that theory into action.
Electricity meters installed at

Whitney Hall showed an up to 10
per cent drop in energy consump-
tion, attributed to turning off
lights, computers, and other appli-
ances in both personal and com-
munal space.
The program has since expanded

to six other residences and, since
January, it’s moved beyond the stu-
dent realm into campus offices, a
sign that the social marketing is in-
deed working.

U of T gets green grade
Environmental report card reveals ways to improve

See ROLE, page 4 See REPORT, page 5

Artist Peter Colbert displays Spadina 1, 2007 at Leonardo Gallery (133 Avenue Rd.) until Apr. 5. The show,
which also features artist Lena Shugar, is included in the monthly Yorkville ArtWalk. For more information,
please visit www.leonardogalleries.com.
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I N S I D E
TENSIONS BREWING

U of T’s real estate strategy
keeps residents on edge.
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MUSICAL FUSION
Soprano blends black
and Jewish roots.
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TROUPE STILL
SEARCHING

Wanted: good home for
local theatre group.
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Forest Hill Real Estate

Nick Porretta
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Brokerage

416 410 8898
www.russellandward.com
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