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along the way

Long-time devotees of home-improvement 

shows know Genevieve Gorder as one of the 

original designers on TLC’s wildly popular Trading 

Spaces. Her unmistakable style—casual with a 

global twist—and her always-bubbly personality 

made her an immediate fan favorite. 

Today, Gorder’s aesthetic still rules the airwaves. 

She’s the host of HGTV’s Dear Genevieve, in which 

she offers homeowners solutions to their design 

problems, and she serves as a judge on the reality 

competition HGTV Star. Recently, however, Gorder 

has been making waves of another kind as the 

Quantum Experience Advisor for Design for Royal 

Caribbean International’s new Quantum-class ships. 

She will be overseeing the design of all of the ships’ 

staterooms, including the luxurious loft suites. 

Genevieve Gorder Dives  
in to Ship Design

AAA World spoke with Gorder about her new role and  
the challenges it presents, as well as her love of travel. 

AAA World: How did you get involved with Royal Caribbean?
Gorder: They approached me. It was a beautiful request because it’s 

something I’ve never done before. I can’t think of a bigger and more fun 

challenge than designing a city on the water.

AAAW: Are you a fan of cruising?
Gorder: I haven’t done a lot of cruising, so this is a big educational 

experience for me. I’m definitely huge into travel, so I wanted to know 

about getting my demographic on a cruise ship. What does it take to 

get us there stylistically? What does it take from an event and interest 

standpoint? I’m ready to shake things up.

AAAW: Why do you like to travel?
Gorder: Travel is synonymous with design. If you don’t travel, you don’t 

humble your senses. You don’t see new. You don’t feel new. You don’t 

taste new. And without that, you just keep designing and redesigning 

the same thing. So it’s absolutely necessary for us to go out into the 

world and be humbled.

AAAW: Is it challenging to design for a cruise ship?
Gorder: From a durability and just flat-out usage standpoint, there’s 

nothing like it on land. On a ship, you have thousands of people in one 

place for a number of days, so you have to think about how things are 

going to wear. You also have to think about movement. Things move. A 

table lamp is a huge deal. When it’s on a ship, it has to be bolted down. 

It’s thinking about how things react, how they play, how they work, 

how they don’t work. You want to create the comforts of home but still 

provide functionally what works best on a ship. 

Also, I can’t use wood because of fire codes. That’s a big deal. 

So I need to figure out what I can use beyond that and what works 

for certain weights. Everything has a weight on a ship because 

you’re floating. 

AAAW: Any hints on what cruisers can expect?
Gorder: I think the lofts will blow people’s socks off because of the 

proportions of the rooms and the sheer verticality of them. They’re 

something that’s never been offered on a ship before. As far as design, 

I’m working with a lot of lattice patterns and more graphic, cleaner 

patterns that I think people haven’t seen on ships prior. I’m trying to 

push things a bit more toward the contemporary-casual look instead of 

traditional-casual. I’m going for a more ethereal feel. 

AAAW: What is your hope for the Quantum guest experience?
Gorder: I think all of us [at Royal Caribbean] want guests to walk away 

thinking ‘I’ve never experienced anything like this before in my life.’ 

There’s so much available on a cruise ship that it can be overwhelming, 

but I hope the experience is curated to each individual cruiser to an 

extent that they feel like they were really taken care of in a sophisticated 

and sensual way. And aesthetically, I hope they walk away wishing their 

real life could look like this. That’s always what you want in hospitality.

—Rebecca L. Rhoades
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