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*Deco    Talk
[ HAPPY SALE TRAILS ]

Never is this more apparent than at garage
and estate sales. Because searching through
piles can be overwhelming, here are a few
things to know before you go:
! Understand the difference between an estate
sale and a garage sale. A garage sale offers
unwanted goods in variable condition. Items

carry price tags, but bargaining is expected. An
estate sale typically is held to sell every item in
a home. The goods are marked or auctioned to
the highest bidder.
! Look through the newspaper (print or online)
to plot your sales trail and devise a game plan.
Arrive early for the best selection, wearing com-
fortable clothes and shoes.
! Find jewels among all the junk by being pre-
pared to get your hands dirty. If you’re not sure
if that tea service is the real deal, use silver pol-
ish (available at Ace Mart), a rag and an
antique buyer’s guide brought from home.
Don’t be afraid to do some sleuthing.
! Looking for a vase or other breakable items?

Keep a stash of bubble wrap
and plastic crates in your
trunk to safely transport pur-
chases.
! Tables, chairs and beds
should include all support
structures and hardware or at the
least require only easy-to-replace parts. Elliot’s
Hardware can help. 

Sometimes fun finds come cheap. At other
times, there may be a higher price to pay. The
trick is knowing how to tell one from the other
so that your treasure hunt ends well.

— Stephanie Durham

Her trash
might be 

your treasure.
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