your new roommate
An adopted Italian
greyhound (from
ngap.org) can make
a great pal.

I know certain dog
breeds are prone
to health problems.
So which are best?
RYAN, WICHITA, KS

You live in an apartment

You spend a lot of time outdoors

You have other pets, even cats

You’re a dad (or plan to be)

You root for the underdog

Greyhound

Labrador Retriever

Pug

Collie

Shelter Dog

A racing dog in an apartment? Yep—it’s a winner.
These dogs are quiet, independent, and reserved, and
they like to lie around, says
Dr. Sawchuk. But they are
vulnerable to gum disease,
so brush their teeth daily.

If you love to hike, run, and
throw a Frisbee, you’ll love a
Lab. Loyalty, intelligence, and
an even temperament make
these dogs people pleasers,
says Dr. Bell. With a muscular
build and an all-weather coat,
they thrive when kept active.

These pint-size pooches
have no predatory drive, says
Dr. Bell. To avoid dealing with
breathing trouble, make sure
each nostril opening is onethird the width of the dog’s
nose. Clean its face daily with
a fragrance-free baby wipe.

Lassie’s family-friendliness
was no act. Collies tend to be
frisky outdoors, calm indoors.
(Kids may follow suit.) You
must brush their fur, but it’s a
way to bond, Dr. Sawchuk
says. Look for a “smooth” collie if you want to brush less.

Before you swoop in to play
savior, do some recon. Spend
time with the dog and ask a
shelter worker how it ended
up there. If the previous owners noted behavioral issues,
consider whether you have
the patience to take them on.
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With pets, nothing is fur sure. But good
breeders screen dogs for congenital conditions. Jerold Bell, D.V.M., a clinical associate
professor of genetics at Tufts University’s
school of veterinary medicine, recommends
visiting caninehealthinfo.org to find out
which dogs need which tests. Still, DNA carries more than disease potential. See which
breeds’ traits suit you, with help from Dr.
Bell and Sandra Sawchuk, D.V.M., M.S., a clinical instructor at the University of Wisconsin
at Madison School of Veterinary Medicine.
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