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Boulevar
dSunset Sunset Boulevard, the hippest and most 

desired rooftop pool in LA, and one 
serious connection to music are three 
very important factors of what makes 
the Andaz West Hollywood one of, if 
not the coolest hotel in Los Angeles. 
The history of this location dates back 
to the 60’s. It’s been an ever-changing 
name under the Hyatt brand since it was 
acquired in 1966. But it’s once nickname 
of “The Riot House,” is what put this 
property on the map. 

With it’s proximity to some of the most 
famous bars in LA, the now Andaz, 
was home to some big name rock 
stars. Led Zeplin was known to rent as 
many as six floors of the hotel in the 
mid-to-late 70’s for band members 
and entourage. Keith Richards of the 
Rolling Stones dropped a television 
out the window of a suite in 1972. 
Jim Morrison lived there until being 
evicted by management for hanging 
out a window by his fingertips, and 
Little Richard lived in room 319 
through much of the 1980’s and 90’s. 
These are just a few of the stories that 
have come from within this epic and 
historic building. 

The fantastic thing about the updated 
Andaz is that they hold on very tight to 
the property’s musical history. Evidence 
of rock n’ roll is clearl in every corner of 
the hotel. The beauty of experiencing the 
Andaz is that the staff is very passionate 
about the hotel and it’s history. If those 
walls could talk…more films like 
Almost Famous, where much of the film 
portrayed scenes of what once happened 
at the Andaz, would be gracing our 
silver screens. 

And the hotel continues to be a hub 
for the spotlight. The rooftop pool 
has been featured in countless films 
and current reality television shows. 
It’s very much the place to be and be 
seen, offering some intense panoramic 
views. Snapping a pic from up there and 
blasting it on instagram is a sure way to 
get some extra “likes.” 

Having had stayed there a handful of 
times, I always opt for a corner suite. They 
are massive, including two restrooms, a 
living/dining room, as well as a bedroom. 
But even the standard rooms feature my 
absolute favorite part, the now enclosed 
balconies. To avoid further television 
dropping incidents or rock stars hanging 
over the rails, the hotel opted to fully 
enclose the balconies in glass and make 
them a viewing room to sit and enjoy 
the Sunset Strip. Hanging in there at 
night, with the glittering lights and street 
traffic below is an experience worth 
experiencing. The Andaz also provides 
free snacks and non-alcoholic beverages 
in-room, as well as a wine happy hour 
for guests each evening. There’s a killer 
restaurant downstairs with direct street 
access to the strip and some spectacular 
ballrooms for any rock star-ish event. 

The ever-changing artwork within 
the hotel is worth a trip inside, even if 
you are just passing by. Step in, have a 
drink and explore some musical history. 
Imagine the rock gods who have stood 
in the same place you are standing, and 
envision which celebrity will be there 
after you leave. It’s a one of a kind type 
of hotel, and it’s a must see and do for 
anyone in the area. Plus, it’s in WeHo, 
just a few steps to all the action. 
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